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Chinese Premiere Wen Jiabao (R) and Indian Commerce and Industry Minister Anand Sharma speak during a business meeting in New

Delhiyesterday.

KENYA ELECTION VIOLENCE

Intl Criminal Court
names suspects

BBC ONLINE

The prosecutor at the International Criminal
Court (ICC) has named six high-profile Kenyans
he accuses of being behind the violence that
followed the disputed 2007 elections.

Deputy PM and Finance Minister Uhuru
Kenyatta was one of those named.

Some 1,200 people died and more than
500,000 fled homes in the violence.

In the peace deal that followed it was agreed
that the perpetrators of the violence would face
justice either in Kenya or at the ICC in The
Hague.

Kenyan MPs have so far blocked moves to set
upalocal tribunal.

On Monday, President Mwai Kibaki
announced the government would launch its
own investigation - a move his critics have
denounced as an attempt to prevent suspects
beingsentto The Hague.

The violence broke out three years ago after
Mr Kibaki's supporters were accused of trying to
rig the presidential election.

It ended when Mr Kibaki and his rival Raila
Odinga agreed to share power, with Mr Odinga

becoming prime minister.

The ICC alleges a criminal plan was put in
place in the Rift Valley for supporters of President
Kibaki to be attacked after the election.

ICC prosecutor Luis Moreno Ocampo said
that in retaliation, police were given the green
light to use excessive force and a vigilante group
was organised to attack civilians.

Mr Ocampo said: "These were not just crimes
against innocent Kenyans. They were crimes
against humanity."

He has summoned suspended education
minister William Ruto, radio executive Joshua
Arap Sang and Minister for Industrialisation
Henry Kosgey on charges of murder, deporta-
tion, persecutions and torture.

Secretary to the cabinet Francis Kirimi
Muthaura, former police chief Mohammed
Hussein Ali and Mr Kenyatta face charges of
murder, deportation, persecutions and rape.

Mr Ocampo said he did not have evidence to
pursue charges against Mr Kibaki or Mr Odinga.

"We follow the evidence where it takes us. We
are not taking into account political responsibil-
ities... there are political debates, but it is not my
responsibility,” Mr Ocampo said.

Plane carrying
22 people
missing in
Nepal

AP, Katmandu

A small passenger plane with 22
people on board went missing
yesterday while flying over a
mountainous region of Nepal,
an official said.

Dinesh Shrestha, manager at
Katmandu's Tribhuwan
International Airport, said the
plane had been out of radio
contact for more than two hours
after taking off from a small
airstrip in eastern Nepal.

The Canadian-built Twin
Otter aircraft belonging to
domestic Tara Air was carrying
19 passengers and three crew
members from Lamidanda to
Katmandu, he said.

At least one was believed to
be a foreign national but the
identity and nationality was not
known. The remaining 18 pas-
sengers were all Nepali citizens
who were returning from a
pilgrimage to a Hindu temple,
Shresthasaid.

Of a mission impossible
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The attack was launched
minutes after midnight and
Alam had to fly very close to the
surface to evade Pakistaniradar.

"There was no navigation
system in the plane and [ had to
find out the target after count-
ing time, maintaining direction
and watching the surface fea-
tures,"” Alam told The Daily Star.

Thethen Indian government
gifted the Otter to Bangladeshi
air fighters in October 1971. It
was almost out of order but
technicians made it flyable after
repairing. They also fixed two
pods under the craft for carrying
rockets and created three holes
for dropping bombs from
inside, he added.

Alam in the mission titled
"Operation Kilo" managed to
fire all 24 rockets and bombs on
target and two ships anchored
at the port on his way to recov-

ery.
ry"ﬂ strange feeling took over
me when I saw flames following
a bang after the rockets hit the
target," said Alam who won the
Bir Uttam title for this outstand-
ingoperation.

Machineguns started to
scream from below, he went to
say.
"It was our sheer good luck
that we could eventually man-
age to escape,” said Shamsul
who had flown with a co-pilot
and a gunner. It was a battered
aircraft that could have been
shot down easily, at any
moment.

"It was a serious blow to the
confidence of Pakistani forces.
They had become morally weak
after the attack as it was done in
midnight which was beyond
theirimagination," he said.

On the other side, landing of
the plane on a small runway at

Kurigram of Nagaland was not
very easy without any signal
systemorlight.

"I had to land seeing surface
features and it was tough as the
runway was on a place sur-
rounded by plenty of trees," said
the great war hero who had
landed his aircraft after over an
eight-hour flight around
2:00am.

"I am still taken by surprise
whenever I recall memories of
that mission with that Otter," he
added.

Earlier, Alam served two-
month imprisonment and
faced indescribable torture by
the Pakistani forces after he had
escaped from Pakistan but was
caughtin Dhaka.

However, he had received an
amnesty when he agreed to get
back to Pakistan on August 14.
But he again fled from his
Malibagh house when he was

onaseven-dayleave.

Bangladeshi air fighters
started conversion trainings on
an abandoned airfield at
Dhimapur in Nagaland with a
Dakota (DC-3), an Otter and a
chopperin October.

Theychose darknightsin the
hilly areas for training as they
had planned to carry out their
attacksin thedark.

Moreover, it was very much
risky too to launch attacks on
the occupational forces with the
three aircraft in daylight.

Of the three aircraft, two
were exploded after independ-
ence, while the Otter has landed
at the museum of Bangladesh
Air Force.

Alam was probably the first
Bangladeshi air force officer
who had landed that Otter at
Tejgaon Airport in independent
Bangladeshon December 17.
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~ ! China and India not

rivals: visiting

AFP, New Delhi

China and India's future prosperity lies in
partnership not rivalry, Chinese Premier Wen
Jiabao said yesterday, promising to redress a
yawning trade imbalance between the fast-
growing Asian giants.

Wen, making his first visit to India in five
years, came at the head of a 400-strong delega-
tion of Chinese business leaders aiming to
boost trade ties and ease tensions in a relation-
ship long marked by mutual suspicion.

"China and India are partners for coopera-
tion, not rivals in competition,” Wen told a
business forum at the start of the two-day visit,
during which the two countries hope to sign
trade agreements worth close to 16 billion
dollars.

In recent years, competition for global
markets and the raw materials needed to keep
their economies on the move has exacerbated
historic tensions over border disputes, protec-
tionism and the activities in India of Tibet's
exiled spiritual leader, the Dalai Lama.

Despite the numerous diplomatic spats,
bilateral trade has boomed and is set to reach 60
billion dollars this fiscal year, up from 42 billion
dollars the year before.

Acknowledging India's concerns over a trade
surplus in China's favour of between 18 and 25
billion dollars, Wen said China stood ready to
"facilitate access" of Indian IT and pharmaceuti-
cal products to the Chinese market.

"There is enough space in the world for the
development of both China and India," he said,
adding that the search for the resources needed
to fuel their economies should never be
allowed to descend into "vicious competition”.

Wen's visit comes at a point when Beijing's
relations with Delhi are -- in the words of

China's ambassador to India, Zhang Yan --
"very fragile, easy to damage and difficult to
repair”.

The talks between Wen and Singh today are
certain to touch on the two countries’ disputed
Himalayan border -- the cause of a brief but
bloodywar in 1962 and the focus of 14 rounds of
largely fruitless negotiations.

China has become increasingly assertive on
the territorial issue and complained bitterly
last year over visits to the northeast state of
Arunachal Pradesh -- which China claims in full
-- by Prime Minister Singh and the Dalai Lama.

The Dalai Lama, regarded as a dangerous
separatist by Beijing, has lived in exile in India
since fleeing a failed 1959 uprising against the
Chinese.

Earlier yesterday, hundreds of Tibetan exiles
marched in New Delhi against Chinese rule in
their homeland, burning an effigy of Wen and
vowing to keep up their protests until the pre-
mier leaves India for Pakistan on Friday.

"We will shed our blood and give our lives for
the freedom of our homeland," they chanted as
armed police monitored the rally closely.

Wen's decision to visit India's arch-rival
Pakistan has not been welcomed in New Delhi,
which views the close ties between Beijing and
Islamabad with suspicion.

Other irritants include Beijing's lukewarm
response to India's push for a permanent seat
on the UN Security Council, and New Delhi's
concerns that a Chinese dam on the
Brahmaputra river in Tibet could disrupt water
supplies downstream in India.

Harsh V. Pant, a lecturer in the Department
of Defence Studies at King's College London,
said tensions were inevitable in a relationship
that will help define the balance of global power
inthe 21st century.

Person of the Year |

Zuckerberg
Time's year
person

AFP, New York

Time magazine named
Facebook co-founder Mark
Zuckerberg "person of the year”
yesterday, ignoring a push by
readers of the magazine for

WikiLeaks maestro Julian
Assangeto take thehonor.

Zuckerberg, only 26, is the
second youngest person
named to the cover of Time's
ritual annual.

Managing editor Richard
Stengel said Zuckerberg's
social networking service was
"transforming the way we live
ourlives everyday.”

The runners up chosen b
Time were the conservative U
Tea movement that made
a big impact in recent midterm
elections, followed by Assange.

Assange, currently behind
bars in London on Swedish
sexual assault charges, is at the
center of a global uproar over
his organization's leaking of
secret US diplomatic cables.

Readers of Time magazine
had voted overwhelmingly for
him to be named "person of the
year,” followed by Lady Gaga,
the US singer best known for
her elaborate costumes.
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