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Govt urged to buy
rice from farmers

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Farmers from across the country yesterday demanded the gov-
ernment purchase rice from them instead of from foreign sources.

They made the call at a sit-in organised jointly by Nagorik
Sanghati and Campaign for Sustainable Rural Livelihoods
(CSRL) in front of the National Press Club in the city.

The speakers said the government should buy rice from farm-
ers to encourage them to produce crops and to create job sources
for the small and marginal farmers to ensure food security.

They said the government's food monitoring and evaluation
committee in the last week of November decided to buy rice from
India and Vietnam instead of from domestic sources. ""The deci-
sion will directly deprive the marginal farmers.” Secretary General
of Nagorik Sanghati Sharifuzzaman Sharif chaired the programme.

Body to probe train crash

STAFF CORRESPONDENT loco master of Chattola

ress was the main reason

A citizen's investigation com-
mittee formed by Paribesh
Bachao Andolon questioned
the preliminary findings on
Narshingdi train accident,
prepared by the official inves-
tigation team.

The citizen's committee at
a press conference yesterday
said it has not been proved
that signal violation by the

behind the accident.

The committee members said
Chattala followed the clearance
given Narshingdi station-
master. The report accused the
stationmaster'snegligence.

They demanded a judicial
investigation for more neutral
findings, proper treatment of
the injured and punishment
tothose who areresponsible.
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Planning Minister AK Khandker speaks at the National Convention
of Sector Commanders Forum at the Institute of Diploma
Engineers in the city yesterday. (Story on Page 16)

10,000 to get
free cataract

surgery

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

At least 10,000 cataract
patients will get cataract
surgery free of cost under a
project of Rehabilitation of
People's Advancement
(Ropa), says a pressrelease.

A patient selection
programme has been taken in
this regard.

Actress Mousumi as a
brand ambassador of the
project launched the patient
selection programme at Khalil
Sardar Community Centre at
Hazaribagh in the city yester-
day, while Ropa Executive
Director Zahidul Islam Farooq
and Chief Executive of
Mujibunnesa Eye Hospital
Sayed M Jamal were present at
the program.

Ropa, a non-government
organization, and
Mojibunnessa Eye Hospital
will jointly assist the project.
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Economic dev, democracy

vital for sustainable peace

Dipu Moni tells Bali Forum session

DiPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

Foreign Minister Dipu Moni said sustain-
able peace and stability in a society can be
ensured through economic development
and democracy.

Poor people can get the benefit of eco-
nomic development in any countryifthere
is a democratic atmosphere, otherwise the
fruits of development go to a handful of
people who are close to power, she said.

Dipu Moni was addressing an interac-
tive session as the panelist on the second
day of Bali Democracy Forum [II in Bali
Indonesia on Friday.

She said democracy and practice of
democratic culture should be nurtured
constantly for welfare of the people.

Turning to Bangladesh, she said
Bangladesh was by birth a secular democ-
racy after a long struggle for independence
under the leadership of Father of the Nation
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.

Although extra-constitutional military
took over time and again and disrupted
continuation of democracy, they were
never able to break the aspirations and
resilience of the democracy loving
Bangalees, she added.

Referring to the historic peace accord in
Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT) reached
under the visionary leadership of Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina in her previous
term, the FM said process of securing long
lasting peace in the region is underway.

Inclusion and participation of the

ethnic minorities in the CHT within the
political framework and by addressing
their concerns and needs ensured the
peace process, she said.

Dipu Moni said the “Digital Bangladesh”
programme would ensure access to differ-
ent services for everyone and promote
transparency and accountability.

She also talked about women's
empowerment programme and their
enhanced participation in the political
process and decision-making.

The interactive session was partici-
pated by ministers and delegates from
about 44 countries. The foreign minister
also responded to questions tabled by the
audience.
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Rupali Chowdhury, managing director of Berger Paints
Bangladesh Ltd, inaugurates the15th Berger Young Painters’ Art
Exhibition at Zainul Gallery, Institute of Fine Arts, Dhaka
University recently. Mohsin Habib Chowdhury, general manager
of sales and marketing of Berger Paints; Qayyum Chowdhury,
chairman of the jury committee; and Md Emdadul Haque Motlub
Ali, dean of the Faculty of Fine Arts were also present.

S Asian confce on early
childhood dev ends

METRO DESK

The comprehensive early childhood development policy and
early learning and development standards (ELDS) will be
incorporated in the National Child Policy which is under
review now, says a press release.

Dr Shirin Sharmin Chaudhury, state minister for the minis-
try of women and children affairs, told the closing session of
the three-day South Asia Regional ECD conference at
Bangabandhu International Conference Centre in the city on
Thursday.

Some 300 specialists on early childhood development
(ECD) and practitioners attended the conference partici-
pated by about 100 people from South Asia. The conference
aimed at building relationship, sharing ideas and research
findings on ECD among professionals, researchers, academ-
ics, and officials.

Other speakers at the session were Prof Lutfullah Safi,
advisor of the ministry of education, Afghanistan; Theo
Oltheten, chair of Education Local Consultative Group; Carel
de Rooy, country representative of Unicef Bangladesh; Derek
Elais, officer-in-charge of Unesco Bangladesh; Kelland
Stevenson, country representative of Save the Children USA,
Bangladesh; Anwar Hossain Shikder, acting country director
of Plan Bangladesh; Louise Zimanyi, director of Global
Consultative Group on Early Childhood Care and
Development, Ryerson University, Toronto, Canada; and AKM
Abdul Awal Mazumder, secretary to the ministry of primary
and mass education, Bangladesh.

Mahmuda Akhter, the member secretary of Bangladesh
ECD Network (BEN) thanked all the delegates from different
countries, professionals, and participants of the conference.
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Sealed offers are invited from interested buyers for a
MARUTI SUZUKI WAGON R 1100 CC Car made in
India, Model 2007, registered on 27/03/2008. Interested
buyers may inspect the car at The Baily Star office, 64-
65, Kazi Nazrul Islam Avenue, Dhaka-1215, between
11am-4pm (Saturday to Wednesday) and between
11am-2pm (on Thursday) by contacting the General
Manager (Administration), The Baily Star (Phones:
8124944, 8124955 & 8124966).

Remove discrimination
Say child labourers

DU CORRESPONDENT

Hundreds of child workers and social activists formed a human chain
with the slogan "'step up to remove discrimination” on the occasion
ofHuman Rights Dayinthe cityyesterday.

Voluntary Association For Family Welfare and Social
Development (VAFWSD) and Manusher Jonno Foundation

organised the programme in front of the national public library in
Shahbagh. Leaders and activists of VAFWSD later visited the
national museum with the children.

DHAKA

Discussion Rally

National Forum of Organisations Jatiya Mukti Council will arrange arally.
Working with the Disabled will Venue:Muktangan, Time:3:00pm.
arrange adiscussion. Venue:Dhaka  poundtable

R LV, T . Bangladesh Jatiyatabadi Sanskitk
Photo exhibition Foundation will arrange a
Bangladesh Visually Impaired roundtable. Venue: National Press

Peoples Society will arrange a D'“hrT_imE:3:3ﬂﬂm-
photography exhibition. Venue: Haetlng

Russian Cultural Centre,  ppasanjSmriti Sangsadwill arrange
Dhanmondi, Time: 11:00am. a meeting. Venue: 80, Naya Paltan,
Seminar Time: 11:00am.

Ahsanullah University of Science Human chain

and Tﬂﬂh,;}ﬂ'ﬂﬂh'ﬁﬂlsf%"ﬂﬂgﬁ &  Coalition for the Urban Poor will
seminar. venue . SeMINAr  form a human chain. Venue:

hall, Time: 3:00pm. Shahbagh, Time: 11:00am.
Cultural programme Workshop

Zia Sanskritik Jote will organise a Community-based Dairy Veterinary
cultural programme. Venue: o ndation will arrange a workshop.
Banani Community Centre, Time: Venue: Saarc Agricultural Centre
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Admission Spring 2011

Our Programs:

B. Sc. (Hons.) in Microbiology
MS in Microbiology

Master of Pharmacy (For Spring & Summer)
Bachelor of Architecture

B. Sc. in Civil Engineering

B. Sc. in Electrical & Electronic Engineering
B. Sc. in Computer Science & Engineering
B. Sc. in Computer Science & Information
M. Sc. in Computer Science & Engineering
Master in Computer Application (MCA)

Bachelor of Environmental Science

M. Sc. in Environmental Science

Bachelor of Laws (4 Years LL. B. Hons.)
Master of Laws (LL. M., Final)

Master of Laws (LL. M., Preliminary & Final)
B. S. S. in Economics

B. A. in Film & Media (4 Years)

Head Office & Dhanmondi Campus

Siddeswari Campus

744, Satmosjid Road, Dhanmondi, Dhaka
Tel: 9124161,8156122,8153168,9124569,8119623
(Ext - 118, 119, 124, 125, 126, 127 & 128)

Mobile: 01713082402,01675694482

51, Siddeswari Road, Dhaka

Tel: 8355626, 8355596, 8354577, 8355512-13
(Ext - 114, 116, 119, 121, 122, 191 & 192)
Mobile: 01937082093, 01937085783

M. A. in Film & Media (2 years)

Bachelor of Business Administration (BBA)
Master of Business Administration (MBA)
Bachelor of Arts in English (4 Years Hons.)
Master of Arts in English (Final)

Mirpur Admission Office

Banani Admission Office

Plot # C-11, 12, 13, Road # 1 Section-6, Mirpur-2, Dhaka
Tel: 8051224 (Ext - 102, 103 & 104)
Mobile: 01675694483, 01195009396, 01195009397

House # 107, Road # 4, Block-B, Banani, Dhaka
Tel: 8832363, 8852675, 8857377 (Ext- 102, 103 & 116)
Mobile: 01195009393, 01195009394

B. S. S. in Journalism for Electronic & Print Media
M. S. S. in Journalism & Media Studies (Pre. & Final)
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Bachelor of Pharmacy (Hons.) (For Spring & Summer)

Master of Arts in English (Preliminary & Final)

Last Date of Application: December 12, 2010

Admission Test:

E-mail: admission@stamforduniversity.edu.bd,

Web Page: www.stamforduniversity.edu.bd

December 17, 2010




