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Today is December 6. On this
day in 1971, valiant freedom
fighters freed Lalmonirhat
and Jhenidah sub-divisions
(now districts) from the occu-
pation of Pakistan forces.

Our Lalmonirhat
Correspondent reports: With
the help of pro-Pakistan Urdu
speaking Bihari people, the
Pakistan army committed
large-scale killings, torture on
women, arson and looting at
railway divisional town
Lalmonirhat as well as other
places of the then sub-
division.

The Pakistan army picked
up freedom-loving Bangali
people from different areas
and killed them after inhuman
torture at camps while a large
number of local women
became victims of brutalities
by the barbaric army.

Instructed by the com-
mander of sector No 6 Wing
Commander Khademul
Bashar to free Lalmonirhat
from Pakistani occupation,
the freedom fighters gathered
at Bhelabari village in
Aditmari upazila on the night
of December 3 in 1971. They
attacked Pakistan troops at
different places, especially in
Saptibari, Kulaghat and
Ambari areas. During face-to-
face fights on December 4 and
December 5, over a thousand
Pakistani soldiers surrendered
or got captured by the freedom
fighters in different areas of
Lalmonirhat.

At dawn on December 6,
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Sunamganj protest
rally terms police

Lalmonirhat, Jhenidah taste
freedom on this day in '71
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The impressive memorial plaque was built in honour of the martyred freedom fighters in Lalmonirhat
but a section of people, apparently oblivious of its dignity, often engage in pastime there.

the freedom fighters declared
the then sub-division free and
flew the national flag in
Lalmonirhat town, making the
area reverberate with the
slogan 'Joy Bangla'.

Our Jhenidah
Correspondent adds: The
district (the then sub-division)
was freed from the occupation
of Pakistan army and their
collaborators on December 6
in1971.

Responding to the call of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur

Rahman, the people of
Jhenidah started non-
cooperation movement in
March 1971.

During the Liberation War,
freedom fighters of the district
engaged in a number of fights
with the occupation army at
different places including
Bishoykhali Bazar, Alfapur,
Kamanna and Abaipur.

The occupiers with the
assistance of their collabora-
tors conducted massacre on
the Bangalees.

In the last week of
November in 1971, a large
number of guerrillas entered
the then Jhenidah sub-
division and made all out
preparations to launch the
final attack on the occupation
forces.

They bravely fought the
Pakistani troops, forcing them
to surrender or retreat to other
areas.

Finally the sub-division
was declared free on
December6.

role 'mysterious'

STAFF CORRESPONDENT,
Sylhet

Locals at a protest rally at
Bhoglabazar in Doarabazar
upazila in Sunamganj yester-
day demanded immediate
arrest and punishment to the
killers of the daughter of
Khorshed Miah, a freedom
fighter of the district.

They also threatened that
in case of failure to arrest the
rapist and killers by
December 15, theywill launch
further agitation programme
including besiege of local
police station.

Union parishad chairman
of Lakhsmipur Amirul Haque
chaired the protest rally while
Sunamganj Zila Muktijoddha
Sangsad deputy commander
Abu Sufian, upazila assistant
commanders Azim Uddin
Master and Safar Ali and
Taiyab Ali Master spoke.

They alleged that the
accused were moving freely in
the area while the police
playing a mysteriousrole.

The law enforcers failed
to nab any of the culprits
who raped and killed the
daughter of the freedom
fighter from village
Balichhara under
Doarabazar in Sunamganj
district about weeks after
the brutal incident, they
said.

Earlier, Sunamganj unit of
'‘Amra Muktijoddhar Santan’

staged a human chain and a
rally on November 23 in front
of the Shaheed Minar in the

town demanding arrest of the
killers.

Victim Jesmin Begum used
towork ata garment factoryin
the capital. The incident
happened when she reached
Sylhet central bus terminal on
November 12 on way to her
village for Eid.

At the terminal she met her
cousin Saiful and his brother-
in-law Shahid and agreed to
go to her village home with
them.

But the two took her to a
house in the city and
attempted to solemnize her
marriage with a man.

As she turned down the
proposal the two kept her
confined there for two nights
and raped her.

At a stage, she fled the
place on November 15. But
the two culprits, this time
along with others swooped on
her near the village home and
took her toa nearby haor.

There they violated her
and stabbed her to death and
dumped the body under sand
and mud of the water body.

Contacted, officer-in-
charge of Doarabazar police
station Saidur Rahman said
yesterday afternoon that
police were 'trying their best’
to arrest the killers. He also
denied the allegations of
police inaction.
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Bangladesh Harijan Oikya Parishad forms a human chain in front of Manikganj deputy commis-
sioner's office yesterday demanding 80 percent quota for the Harijan community in jobs of cleaners
and sweepers at government, semi-government and autonomous organisations including munici-

palities and city corporations.

HUMAN CHAINS IN DISTRICTS

Harijans demand
80pc jobs of
cleaners and
sweepers

STAR NATIONAL DESK

People belonging to Harijan
community yesterday formed
human chains and held rallies
in different districts across the
country demanding 80 per-
cent quota for them in jobs of
cleaners and sweepers in
government, semi-
government and autonomous
organisations including
municipalities and city corpo-
rations.

In Chittagong, Bangladesh
Harijan Oikya Parishad
arranged a human chain
programme in front of
Chittagong Press Club in
observance of the World
Dignity Dayyesterday.

Addressing a rally at the
venue, the speakers alleged
that the government, semi-
government and autonomous
bodies including municipali-
ties and city corporations are
recruiting cleaners and
sweepers from other commu-
nities instead of Harijan com-
munity.

They demanded regulari-
sation of their jobs in different
institutions, including
Chittagong City Corporation
(CCC).

They urged the govern-
ment to ensure 80 percent
gquota for them in jobs of
cleaners and sweepers in
government, semi-

government and autonomous
organisations including
municipalities and city corpo-
rations.

Later, the Harijans submit-
ted a memorandum to the
prime minister through the
deputy commissioner.

Our Natore correspondent
reported that Harijans formed
a human chain and brought
out a procession in Natore
town yesterday to protest
hiring of cleaners and sweep-
ers at government and semi-
government and autonomous
organisations from other
castes.

Around 200 hundred peo-
ple of Harijan Community of
the Natore unit of Bangladesh
Harijan Oikya Parishad joined
the human chain programme
in front of the deputy commis-
sioner's office for an hour
from 10:30am.

Addressing a rally at the
venue, Natore district unit
President of Harijan Oikya
Parishad Dipu Mondol said
the government and non-
government organisations are
hiring people from other
classes in the jobs of cleaners
and sweepers.

He also demanded wage
hike of Harijans and urged the
government to ensure 80
percent job quota for them.

Later, they submitted a
memorandum to the deputy
commissioner.
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SNAPS AND SNIPPETS
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Two delinquents, arrested for stalking girls, receive punishment
by a mobile courtin Sylhet yesterday.

Newly wed woman killed

OuR CORRESPONDENT, Chapainawabganj

A newly married woman was killed allegedly by her husband
over family feud at Kathiarpara of Rohonpur municipal area
under Gomostapur upazila early yesterday. Victim Tanjila
Akhtar Suma,19, was daughter of Abdul Khalek under the
municipalarea. Shewas married only one month sixdays ago.
Jahangir Hossain, officer-in-charge of Gomostapur police
station said, following an altercation with his wife, Abdul
Bashir, 22, beat up his wife and strangled her at his house at
about 3:00am. He said, Bashir had an illicit relation with
another woman, so he regularly tortured her wife after their
marriage. Police arrested Bashir, son of Giasuddin while vic-
tim's father Abdul Khalek filed a murder case with the police

station.

Schoolboy abducted

UNB, Magura

A schoolboy was abducted by criminals for ransom from his
house at Sonaikundi village in Sripur upazila on Saturday
night. The victim was identified as Pranto Kumar Chaki, 14,
class nine student of Jaria High School and son of Samir Chaki
of the village. Police said an armed gang numbering 15/20
entered the house of Samir Chaki by breaking open door.
Locals rushed in and besieged the house as the house mem-
bers made hue and cry sensing the presence of criminals in
their house. Sensing danger, the criminals fired two gunshots
in a bid create panic in the area and left the spot after kidnap-
ping the boy. Before leaving the spot, the abductors demanded
a good amount of money as ransom. They also threatened to
kill the boy if their demand was not met immediately.

Tiger kills farmer

UNB, Khulna

A farmer was killed in tiger attack on the bank of Shakbaria
river adjacent to Sundarbans in Koira upazila Saturday morn-
ing. The deceased was identified as Arman Gazi, 45, son of late
Suhrawardi Gazi of Mathbaria village in the upazila. Police and
locals said when Arman went to the riverside for collecting
kewra leaves for his goat at about 7am, the man-eater attacked
and dragged him into deep forest. On information, forest
guards from Kashiabad forest station after hectic search recov-
ered the body at about 9am. Later, they handed over the body

to his family members.

Shops gutted in Shariatpur

UNB, Shariatpur

Nine shops were gutted in a fire at Naria Bazar in Naria upazila
on Saturday night. According to local Fire Brigade sources, the
fire originated from electric short circuit at a shop and soon it
engulfed other shops. On information, fire fighters from dis-
trict down rushed in and brought the fire under control after
four hours of hectic efforts. Affected shop owners estimated
thelosses caused by fire atabout Tk one crore.
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