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company that Norwegians have
never heard of.

Burn-point documentary
"Caught in the micro-debt”
shows a completely different
side than the microcredit
Muhammad Yunus and his
bank Prize-winning Grameen
Bank portrays in public.

In the spring of 1998 was a
very stormy period in the rela-
tionship between peace prize
winner Muhammad Yunus and
Grameen Bank on the one
hand, and the Norwegian
authorities on the other. The
relationship has until now been
unknown to the public and
hidden in the confidential
documents in Norad archive.

Butin Burn-pointdocumen-
tary "Caught in the micro-debt”
now revealed how the 608
million kroner issued by
Norway, Sweden and other
countries with a stroke of the
pen was transferred from the
Grameen Bank to a newly estab-
lished company with a com-
pletely different purpose than
to provide poor women micro
loans.

The transaction's purpose
was, according to saute
Laureate among other things,
that Grameen Bank would not
have to pay taxes and to raise
funds for the clean-profit cor-
porations.

While NORAD tried to push
the Nobel Peace Prize winner
Yunus to reverse the transac-
tion, selected Swedish aid
authorities to sit still as a mouse
to prevent the Grameen Bank's
reputation was soiled.
HISTORY OF MONEY
Here is the detailed history of
the conflict, based on a folder of
secret stamped documents that
Focal Point has been given
access to the Norad archive.
5November 1997
NOK 32.2 million transferred
from Norad to the Grameen
Bank, as the final figure, accord-
ing to a series of agreements
between the two parties.

This gives Norway a total of
400 million allocated to the
"bank for the poor” in the
period 1986-1997. Norway is
one of the largest
bistandsyterne the Grameen
Bank and Muhammad Yunus,
both of which ten years later in
2006 will be awarded the Nobel
Peace Prize.

Later in the month discovers
Officer Einar Landmark at the
Norwegian Embassy in Dhaka,
Bangladesh by chance a foot-
note to the accounts of
Grameen Bank's annual report
for 1996.

In the footnote it says that it
made a deal to transfer hun-
dreds of millions of aid com-
pared with the Grameen Bank
Grameen Kalyan, a company
embassy never heard about.

The substantial amount
involved in the transaction
include Norad and other donor
support to the Grameen Bank
OVer many years.

3 December 1997

The Norwegian Embassy in
Dhaka called Muhammad
Yunus to a meeting where the
Prize winner will be asked to
explain the transactions and the
reasons forit.

Ambassador Hans Fredrik
Lehnewriteslater in a confiden-
tial memo to Norad Director
that peace award winner expla-
nations and rationale for the
transaction is not "clarifying
and compelling." The ambassa-
dor pointed out the following:

"Yunus said that the main
purpose of the transaction was
to reduce tax liabilities, and to
secure funds for the members
(....) ofthe Grameen Bank."

15 December 1997

Embassy in Dhaka send a letter
to the Grameen Bank in which
they ask for more ende
information and explanations.
Again embassy a brief response
"in a manner that was neither
clarification or particularly
trustworthy.”

8 January 1998

A letter signed Peace Prize
winner Yunus, with various
attachments, sent to the
embassy in Dhaka. The letter
reveals the scope and back-
ground to the transaction that
the embassy by chance discov-
ered:

A total of NOK 608 million
assistance has been transferred
from the Grameen Bank
Grameen Kalyan, a company
embassy never heard about.
The moneyis taken from the so-
called revolving funds of the
Grameen Bank. These are funds
that are created by develop-
ment funds from Norad and
other donors to provide mort-
gages and other types of micro
loans to poor people in
Bangladesh.

The agreement between
Grameen Bank and Grameen
Kalyan -- both companiesled by
Nobel Peace prize winner
Muhammad Yunus -- was
signed on 7 May 1997 and came
into force with effect from 31
December 1996. On the same
date as the transfer occurred,
the same amount granted as a
loan back from Grameen
Kalyan Grameen Bank -- the
bank forthe poor.

10 February 1998
Embassy in Dhaka, by
Ambassador Hans Fredrik

Lehne, turn the alarm about
Grameen Kalyan case in a
confidential memo to Norad's
then director Tove Strand
Gerhandsen. The paper sum-
marized the transaction as
follows by the ambassador and
officer Einar Landmark:

"It has thus been made a
bookkeeping transaction where
the Grameen Bank has donated
funds made available from
donors and then to borrow
them again. Ownership of the
funds has thus shifted from the
Grameen Bank to Grameen

In the secret memo makes it
explicit that the Norwegian
assistance has disappeared
from the Grameen Bank is
about 300 million.

The Norwegian branch
represents almost half of the
total on 608 million. Other
donors who have been affected
by the transaction, nobody
knew about are SIDA, Ford
Foundation, IFAD, CIDA, Kfw
and GTZ.

But not enough. Embassy
finds out that the purpose of
Grameen Kalyan, among other
things is to make loans and
invest in companies both inside
and outside the Grameen fam-
ily. Through the agreement,
Grameen Kalyan received
income from interest payable
by the Grameen Bank, and had
the opportunity to demand
repaymentofthe loan.

Drain money from the
Grameen Bank has already
come multinationals to good,
turn Lehne and Landmark
stuck in his note to the Strand
Gerhardsen:

"Grameen Kalyan (have)
been able to pull funds out of
the Grameen Bank and using
them for purposes other than
they have been allocated by
donors, and for other purposes
than the Grameen Bank has an
opportunity to provide these
loans. Grameen Kalyan has
already granted BDT 300 mil-
lion (approximately NOK 50
million) from these funds (...) to
partially finance the project to
the cellular Grameen
Telecom/GrameenPhone.”
DIVIDENDSTOTELENOR
50 million words had already
gone to the GrameenPhone
case officer at the embassy
when the transaction is discov-
ered in a footnote in the 1997.
The same year, GrameenPhone
was launched with great fanfare
on the National Day of
Bangladesh on 26 March.

The company, owned by
Norwegian Telenor and Yunus,
Grameen Telecom Company;,
has since been a tremendous
success and the money
machine forTelenor.

According to the Norwegian
telecom giant Telenor,
GrammenPhone has given a
dividend of NOK 855 million
over the pasteight years.

In the note other than the
public to Norad director, the
Norwegian Embassyin Dhakais
clearinitsruling:

"Through the agreement
with Grameen Kalyan,
Grameen Bank transferred
outline, and the ownership of
these funds for Grameen
Kalyan, and the revolving fund
for mortgage ceased to exist.
Thisisnotacceptable.”

Ambassador Lehne and
Officer Landmark is not
impressed or convinced by the
arguments Muhammad Yunus
provides for the establishment
of the agreement between
Grameen Bank and Grameen
Kalyan.

CONSTRUCTIONTAX

In the letter dated 8 January
1998 Yunus writes in part that
the Grameen Bank in 1998 no
longer enjoy tax exemption, and
that the bank would have paid
40% tax on profits if not agree-
ment with Grameen Kalyan
had beensignedin 1997.

The tax argument com-
mented as follows in the secret
note to Norad Director:

"At the time, support was
granted a wild one from the
Norwegian side hardly have
accepted organisational struc-
tures to prevent the ordinary
taxation of possible future
economicgains...."

The embassy also writes that
Yunus leaves "a confusing
impression of the Grameen
Bank's management's view of
itself." The reasonis as follows:

"Grameen Bank's manage-
ment says it that it is possible
that they will not exercise suffi-
cient financial discipline to
demand loans granted by the
Grameen Bank (to the poor, ed
REF note) to berepaid.

Consequently, they have
found it expedient to give up the
funds, and borrow them again,
so that Grameen Kalyan that
they borrow from, which is
controlled by themselves, can
exert the necessary force on
themselves as leaders of
Grameen Bank to be responsi-
ble in handling of loans. The
argument may leave a question
about repayment of loans of
Grameen Bank is about to
develop into a problem for
management. When the need
for the agreement is justified in
terms of repayments of loans
from Grameen Bank, can also
be tempted to ask: Takes place
in the reorganisation as an easy,

almost selvbedragersk diver-
sion to create the illusion of
them even though it has been
done about a big problem that
requires a very different labor-
intensive approach?”

Finally, concludes the note
from the embassy in Dhaka to
Norad Director Strand
Gerhardsen that Norway
should demand that the agree-
ment between Grameen Bank
and Grameen Kalyan void, that
the amounts in the hundreds of
millions returned to the
Grameen Bank and that a
revolving fund for mortgage
restored.
3March 1998
Legal department in Norad
write amemo -- stamped except
public -- about the Grameen
Kalyan case. Head of Section
Sverre Melsom expresses his
disbelief over the embassy has
narrated in his note to Norad
Director:

"Like the embassy, we are
very surprised that no submis-
sion in advance for Norad (and
any other donors) and also
without the following informa-
tion has been such significant
change (...). Itis outrageous that
Norad even have to read to such
changes by Century Studies in
the audited financial state-
ments that were first received
longafter the changes had taken
place.”

Section leader writes that the
Legal Section supports the
embassy's conclusions and
claimsto the Grameen Bank:

"However, one must not
forget that the agreements
regarding the assistance is
between Norway and
Bangladesh, so we consider it
very important that the
Ministry and the Finance,
Economic Relations Division,
will be apprised of and involved
in the case at an early stage, and
that collect their comments on
the changes in management
and organisational structure
that Grameen Bank seems to
have unilaterally imple-
mented."

16 March 1998

In line with the recommenda-
tion from the Legal Department
held a meeting between the
Norwegian Embassy in Dhaka
and representatives from the
Ministry of Finance in
Bangladesh. In the confidential
minutes from the meeting
concludes Embassy with the
following:

"After the presentation ofthe
case of the embassy and in-
depth discussion it was agreed
that the agreement between
Grameen Bank and Grameen
Kalyan was in breach of the
agreements between
Bangladesh and Norway for
support to the Grameen Bank."

Meanwhile, the embassy
also warned the Swedish aid
agencies (SIDA) on Grameen
Kalyan case and asked Sweden
to be with the requirement that
all money should be returned
from Grameen Kalyan
Grameen Bank.

17 March 1998

In a fax from Franck Rasmussen
at the Swedish Embassy in
Dhaka makes it explicit that
Swedish aid agencies (SIDA) has
supported a total of Grameen
Bank with 210 million SEK
during the period 1989 to 1993.
Of these, 190 million earmarked
for the revolving funds, and
consequently transferred from
the Grameen Bank Grameen
Kalyan with Norad money and
otherinternational support.

Rasmussen writes, however,
that SIDA is not going to sup-
port Norad's claim that the
money be returned because it
could damage the reputation of
the Grameen Bankand the good
thing:

"No one wants two make a
bigthing ofthis as It Might angry
the creditability of the Grameen
family and pray that Would
detrimental two the whole
cause.”

18 March 1998

The Norwegian Embassy in
Dhaka writes a confidential
letter to the Ministry of Finance
in Bangladesh, where they
maintain the criticism of the
agreement between Grameen
Bank and Grameen Kalyan.

Ambassador Hans Fredrik
Lehne concludes by asking the
authorities take the necessary
steps for the return of the 608
million crowns were transferred
to Grameen Kalyan.

1 April 1998

A new meeting will be held in
Dhaka between the embassy
and Yunus and other leaders of
Grameen Bank. The meeting is
being held on the initiative of
the Grameen Bank, which a
week earlier learned about the
embassy's letter to the Ministry
of Finance in Bangladesh.

Nobel Laureate Yunus dis-
agrees that Grameen Kalyan
case represents a breach of the
agreement between Norway
and Bangladesh, while the
embassymaintainsits view.

According to the confiden-
tial meeting minutes, however,
the embassy stressed "the long-
term and good cooperation
between the Embassy/NORAD
and the Grameen Bank, and
maintained that the matter
should be resolved as soon as
possible so that it would not be
known and used to damage the

Grameen Bank":

"It was underscored by the
embassy site that consideration
for confidential treatment had
also been underlined in a meet-
ing with Secretary, ERD (in
Bangladesh, ed. REF note)."

Muhammad Yunus is nowso
worried about Grameen Kalyan
case that same day he sends a
personal letter to NORAD
director begins as follows: "Dear
... Greetings from Grameen. I
needyourhelp.”

In the letter, Yunus writes
that there is confusion between
Norad/the Norwegian Embassy
in Dhaka and the Grameen
Bank, and that he hopes Strand
Gerhardsen can meet him
when he is going to Oslo later
thismonth.

Otherwise, Yunus most
concerned that the Embassy
has informed the authorities of
Bangladesh on the matter, and
that this can create major prob-
lems for the Grameen Bank if
the caseis known:

"This allegation goodwill
Create Object alot of misunder-
standing within the
Government of Bangladesh. If
the people, within and outside
government, WHO are not
Supportive of Grameen, get
hold of this letter We'll face the
real problem in Bangladesh.”

The letter ends with Yunus
apologize for taking up these
issues with NORAD director,
but that he no longer has other
ways out.

Norad and held tight. The
letter from Yunus to Strand
Gerhardsen, and virtually all
other documents in the case
that Focal Point has found in
Norad's archives, is stamped
"made public.”

29 April 1998

A note from the Acting Director
of Norad, Kjell Storlokken,
referring from the meeting with
Muhammad Yunus, who ison a
visit to Oslo.

NORAD maintains still that
there is a breach of the agree-
ment between Norway and
Bangladesh, and that money
must be returned from
Grameen Kalayan Grameen
Bank.

Yunus, who, according to the
note is accompanied by Ame
Fjortoft in the World View and
Helge Dietrichson, Telenor will
not respond to the request
"aboveboard.”

Instead orients Peace Prize
winner and his entourage of
"their plans/ ideasrelated to the
opportunities for continuing
and further developing the
technology as the mobile tech-
nologies introduced in
Bangladesh.”
5May 1998
A few days after Yunus was in
Oslo and the situation was
totally stuck, something has
happened. In an urgent letter
from the Norwegian Embassyin
Dhaka to Norad -- even exclud-
ing the public -- write ambassa-
dor Lehne that one of
Muhammad Yunus's close
associates have contacted the
embassy with a proposal for
compromise:

"He has asked whetherit can
be accepted as a final solution
that the funds that Norway put
into the revolving fund for
mortgages under the two agree-
ments of 1993 and 1994 (...) be
traced back to the Grameen
Bank, against the remaining
funds allocated to the Grameen
Bank for further loans and
revolving funds remain in the
Grameen Kalyan own.”

The Ambassador requested
authorization to accept the
compromise and justify it that it
is not legally possible to claim
that all Norad money of 300
millionwill be reversed:

26 May 1998

Embassy in Dhaka write letters
to the Nobel Peace Prize winner
Yunus where the embassy
confirming that they accept the
compromise proposal. It is that
170 million is returned from
Grameen Kalyan Grameen
Bank.

The remaining approxi-
mately 130 million kroner of
Norway's total support to the
Grameen Bank of 400 million,
which also demanded that
Norway should be returned
shall be in accordance with the
current compromise of
Grameen Kalyan.

Embassy concludes his letter to
Yunus as follows:

"The Embassylook forward two
continued good cooperation in
futures.”

Thus, buried the case and
the secret documents in the
case filed by Norad in Oslo.

In 1999 Norad created a
team together with Grameen
Bank to evaluate the total
Norwegian aid to the bank for
many years. In the evaluation
report (the Grameen Bank 20:
Impact and Future Challenges)
is not a word about Grameen
Kalyan case and the conflict
between the Norwegian aid
authorities and Nobel Peace
Prize winner Yunus.

AUTUMN 2010

Neither SIDA and other donors
has since Brennpunkt knowl-
edge demanded the return of
aid funds that were transferred
from the Grameen Bank
Grameen Kalyan.

Of the 608 million NOK to
the Norwegian Embassy in

Dhaka by chance discovered
that had been drained from
Grameen Bank, was in other
words, only 170 million
returned to the Grameen Bank,
after pressure from Norway.

The remaining NOK 438
million remained in Grameen
Kalyan, the company that the
Norwegians had not even heard
of. Three-quarters of the
amount, which really was given
as assistance to the revolving
fund of the Grameen Bank for
lending to the poor, has thus
remained in Grameen Kalyan, a
company that has a completely
different purpose.

No responsible within the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs or
Norad -- neither those who
worked on it the time or man-
agement today -- have been
willing to comment
Brennpunkt.

22 August 2010

Grameen Bank has been
detailed questions from the
Focal Point of the transaction
which, according to Norwegian
and Bangladeshi authorities
were in violation of the assis-
tance agreement between
Norway and Bangladesh.

Grameen Bank responds cards

in the form of two pointsinan e-
mail dated 22 August this year:

Grameen Bank established
Grameen Kalyan to engage in
welfare activities of the bank
employees and borrowers,
subject to approval by the Board
of Directors. However, in agree-
ment with the Norwegian
Embassy in Dhaka has become
the means back to the Grameen
Bank.

Grameen Bank never trans-
ferred the money to the
Grameen Kalyan to avoid pay-
ing tax. The Bank has since its
establishment in 1983 been
exempt from the requirement
to paytax.

Santu
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People's Democratic Front
(UPDF) a terrorist organisation
and demanded that the govern-
ment ban it. UPDF opposes
PCJSS.

He strongly criticised State
Minister for CHT Affairs
Dipankar Talukder and the
ministry officials. “They are not
sincere so far as the develop-
ment of indigenous people and
the protection of their rights are
concerned.”

He reiterated the demands
for constitutional recognition of
the indigenous people, removal
of the current CHT Land
Commission chairman and
review of the Land Commission
Act.

Workers of Bangladesh
President Rashed Khan Menon
stressed the need for transform-
ing the movement into a
demand for constitutional
recognition of the indigenous
people, adding, the implemen-
tation of CHT peace accord
should be turned into a demo-
craticmovement.

The leftist leader, now in the
government, also gave assur-
ance to discuss the issue in the
meeting of the special commit-
tee on constitution amend-
ment.

Communist Party of
Bangladesh (CPB) President
Manjurul Ahsan Khan said
unity among indigenous com-
munities is the key to establish-
ing equal rights of allin the hills.

PCISS placed a five-point
demand including stopping of
illegal land grabbing in the
region and withdrawal of all
army camps from there.

Bangladeshi Adibashi
Odhikar Andolon General
Secretary Prof Mesbah Kamal,
Shikkhabarta Editor AN
Rasheda and Ekpakkha Editor
Masuda Bhatti, among others,
spoke on the occasion.

Hospital tees
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treatment in government hos-
pitals.

The court directives came
after the Human Rights and
Peace for Bangladesh filed a writ
petition yesterday challenging
the government decisions to
increase user fees in September
last year and distribute half of it
among doctors, nurses and
employees of government
hospitalsin July.

An HC bench ordered the
government to form a commit-
tee with representatives from
the health and finance minis-
tries, and experts within 15 days
to prepare a guideline for pro-
viding patients with better
treatment in government hos-
pitals.

The court also laid down the
functions of the committee,
saying it must prepare a list of
necessary medical equipment
for better treatment and submit
the list to the court within four
weeksintoitsinception.

Humayun Kabir, secretary at
the health ministry, said not all,
but some selected government
hospitals are charging user fees.

"But we will surely comply
with the High Court's stay
order,” headded.

Contlicting
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House-6 of Shaheed Moinul
Road on Wednesday;, right after
receiving the judgment copy.

They claimed that they did
not get any response from
Khaleda and that is why they
started moving some of the
goods to a secure store in the
cantonment from where she
could collect them at her conve-
nience.

However, Asim claimed that
they even sought just half an
hour's time yesterday to take all
that was left behind but the
cantonment board did not
comply to theirrequest.

"l talked to the executive
officer of the cantonment board
over the phone and requested
him to give us half an hour for
removing madam's [Khaleda's]
belongings," he said.

He said Khaleda's brother
Shamim Iskander's wife wanted
tocollectthe stuffyesterday.

"Not today, you will be given
72 hours from tomorrow to
collect them," Asim quoted the
cantonment board officer as
saying.

Asim said he went to the
house around 11:00am yester-
day but military police pre-
vented him from entering the
house. "But some of them
[mili lice] admitted off
the Er&? that they already
started to move the chairper-
son's goods from the house...
which later the officials con-
cerned denied,” Asim claimed.

He also said the authorities
concerned has started demol-
ishing the house from quarters
for but army sources
refutedittoo.

An army source said they
cannot wait for an uncertain
period of time so that Khaleda
can collect her things as the
authorities will have to eventu-
ally demolish the present struc-
tures there.

Sources said the army has a
primary plan to build a high-
rise that would serve as quarters
forofficers.

During a visit to the house on
November 14, a day after
Khaleda 'left' the house, jour-
nalists found at least 64 cartons,
suitcases and boxes stuffed with
household items.

Meanwhile, Rafiqul Islam
Mian, member of BNP standing
committee and a lawyer of
Khaleda, at a press briefing said
he and a few other lawyers
wanted to visit the house and
see for themselves if her stuff
were removed but the authori-
ties did not allow themin.

A Supreme Court verdict on
November 29 confirmed that
Khaleda lost the legal battle for
the house where she had been
living since 1972.

All's not well
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Jafar Ahmed, director of
Chittagong Dok, yesterday said
theyhave been visiting the ship-
breaking yards time to time and
are happy with the progress
made so far. He mentioned
about cranes, fire fighting
equipment, pressure rooms
and some other equipment the
ship breakers are arranging at
theyards.

Asked about the mechanism
of cleaning of toxic materials of
the vessels, he defended the
ship breakers saying, "Cleaning
of inbuilt hazardous materials
of a ship is very costly. We will
manage the hazardous materi-
als like asbestos by dumping it
underground or sellitto China.”

There are different other
inbuilt toxic substances includ-
ing polychlorinated biphenyls
(PCBs), lead, chromates, mer-
cury, organic liquids (benzene
etc) barium, cadmium etc used
in most of the ships, especially
the oil tankers dismantled in
these yards.

“Cleaning these toxins is
very costly. So the rich countries
are enthusiastic about sending
ships to poor country like
Bangladesh without cleaning
them,” said Rizwana Hasan,
chief executive of the
Bangladesh Environment
Lawyers Association (BELA).
Rizwana Hasan has filed several
petitions against the ship break-
oy )

The conditions given to the
scrappers say that the ship-
breakers must build a "negative
pressure closed system room”
equipped with HEPA filter to
handle the hazardous material
like asbestos, glass wool and
others.

The process of giving the
yards clearance and the go-
ahead nod to import 16 toxic
ships were done bypassing the
aforementioned HC order.

Some of the industrialists
and officials concerned tipped
off saying that the yard owners
have not yet fulfilled many
conditions like installing Oil
Water Separator (APl Separator)
although most of these ship-
yards have imported ships,
which are now waiting to be
dismantled at Sitakunda shore.

According to the existing
environmental law, the ship-
breaking industry is identified
as category Red [extremely
dangerous| and environmental
clearance certificate is manda-
tory for the sector though the
ship-breaking yards had been
operating without any clear-
ance certificate forlong.

"The conditions have to be
implemented within three
months from obtaining the
clearance and if the yards fail to
comply with that, their clear-
ance certificates would be
forfeited," said Md Shajahan,
convener of the environmental
management committee,

He said they had taken the
decision based on the sugges-
tion from the DoE officials in
Chittagong.

The Chittagong committee
recommended MAC
Corporation (Shipyard), KRL
Shipbreaking, Kabir Steel Ltd,
Ratanpur Steel Re-rolling Mills
Ltd, Jamuna Steel, PHP Ship
breaking and Re-cycling
Industries, Prime Ship, SN
Corporation, BBC S5teel, KSB
Steel, Achhadi Steel Enterprise,
S Trading, SK Shipbreaker,
Peninsula Steel Mills, SH
Enterprise, Sico Steel ltd for the
clearance.

Legal experts say the DoE
has bypassed the HC order by
providing temporary clearance,
as the Supreme Court directed
the government to ensure that
all ship-breaking yards secured
clearance from the department.

"The department has taken

this decision to bring the ship-
yards hurriedly in operation as
most of them were closed for a
few months failing to comply
with the court order,” said an
employee of a development
organisation who has been
working on ship-breaking yard
foralongtime.

As per the HC order, the
government also has to ensure
that ships are dismantled only
when a safe work environment
is guaranteed for the workers
and the shipyards have appro-
priate disposal arrangements
forhazardous waste.

However, the director of
Chittagong DoE claimed that
they are doing everything as per
the High Court direction.

The first condition given to
the ship-breakers for the clear-
ance was that the s are not
to pollute earth, water or air in
anyway, which is already in the
environment conservation law.

The yards also have to obtain
clearance for every vessel they
intend todismantle.

"Some of the conditions for
the yards, like oil-spillage con-
trol, cannot be implemented
now as this hazard is difficult to
determine until a vessel is
brought ashore and disman-
tled,"” said Jafar Ahmed to justify
the non-compliance of the
conditions given to the selected
16 shipyards.

Around 50 out of over 100
ship-breaking yards have
applied for clearance certifi-
cates. But none of the yards are
equipped with proper struc-
tures or modern facilities for
dismantling ships.

Almost all of them toe scrap
vessels in open beach and
dismantle them manually,
which is extremely risky for the
workers. Each year many die
and scores more sustain injury
inthisindustry.

The HC on March 17 2009
directed the government to
close operation of all ship-
breaking yards in two weeks, as
they were running without
environmental clearance. Later
the Supreme Court stayed the
HC direction of closing the
yards while all other verdicts
were sustained.

The court also directed the
Ministry of Environment and
Forest to frame necessary rules
on ship-breaking within three
months pursuant to the obliga-
tions of Bangladesh under the
Basel Convention, 1989, the
Environment Conservation Act,
1995 and the Environment
Conservation Rules, 1997.

In the last 18 months at least
24 workers were killed in acci-
dents, mostly due to explosions
and coming in contact with
toxic materials in ships, while 17
others were injured in 14 acci-
dents in 14 shipyards as the HC
order was not followed.

When the HC directions
came there were only 36 ship-
breaking yards in operation.
The number has now shot up to
over 100 although the court
directed the government not to
sanction any new yards without
clearance certificates.

In 2008, a total of 84 vessels
were scrapped in Sitakunda.
The scrapping of a ship takes
one to one and a half months
depending onitssize.

Globally some 700 ships are
scrapped a year, mainly in five
countries --China, Bangladesh,
India, Pakistan and Vietnam --
and a few in Turkey, says a
Greenpeace source.

The global fleet is growing
fast, from 15,000 ships annually
in the 1960s to 62,000 in 2000.
With the ships built before 1970
being sorted out for decommis-
sioning, the number of ships to

be condemned for scrapping
will also rise in future.
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MNorth American or equivalent universities and are well experienced in the academic
& telecommunications industries

& The Tution fees have recently been reduced for MS in ETE and MS in CSE programs
# All Classes are held on Fridays & Evenings in Weekdays

Admission Requirements:
- A 4-year Bachelor or Honors degree or a Masters degree in engineering, computer science &
engineering, mathematics, physics, information & communication technology or equivalent subjects
- Both for MS in CSE program and MS in ETE program, A 3-year bachelor degree holders may be
admitied on condition that at least 15 credits of foundation courses from the undergraduate curriculum
must be completed at NSU in order to be a regular student.
- For MS-ETE applicants, he/she should obtain at least 2nd class in all exams or @ minimum grade point average of 2.5 {in the 4,0 scale)
- For MS-CSE applicants, hefshe should obtain a minimum 3.0 GPA or high 2nd class (55% marks) in CSE or related areas. Students having a CGPA
of less than 3.0 may be considered if the GRE Computer Science subject test score is submitted.
- Acceptable score in the NSU administered Admission Test or a score of 1100 in the Quantitative and Verbal part of GRE General Test.
- Two lelters of recommendation, at least one must be from the faculty members of the |ast institution attended
i A s P et T L T e e e e e e B M L LTS

For information, please contact : Dept. of Electrical Engineering &Computer Science (Sunday-Thursday)
South Academic Building (9th Floor), Bashundhara, Baridhara, Dhaka 1229
Phones: +8802-8852000 Ext. 1526, 1527, 1530, Fax: +88 02-8852016 | Email:mrahman@northsouth.edu

Web:northsouth nnhttp://www.northsouth.edu

Thursday, 23 December
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Admission Test

Friday, 24 December 2010

Deadline
2010
Classes Start

Tuesday, 24 January 2011




