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Theatre

Venue: National
Theatre Hall,
Shilpakala Academy
Date: December 1
Time: 6:30pm

Play: Droho Prem Nari
Troupe: Prangone Mor

Ananda Jagya

Mega Cultural
Festival

Cultural Centre &
Bangladesh Shilpakala
Academy

Venues: Dhaka,
Chittagong and Rajshahi
Date: Nov 26-Dec 3

Organiser: Indira Gandhi

Print Exhibition

Title: The Limitless
Luminosity of Art

Artist: Safiuddin Ahmed
Venue: Bengal Gallery of
Fine Arts, H-275(F, R-16,
Dhanmaondi

Date: November 26-
December 9

Solo Painting
Exhibition

Title: Rong O Rekha
Artist: D.D. Mollick
Venue: Drik Gallery, H-58,

Rd-15 A (New),
Dhanmondi

Date: December 3-9

Time: 3-8pm

Indian art in focus

Group art exhibition at Shilpakala Academy

Clockwise (from top-left): Paintings by Deepa Seth Bhando, Sonika Agarwal, Ruchi Goyal Kaura and Sandhya Singh.

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
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As part of the Indian cultural festival,
titled “Ananda Jagya” -- organised by
Indira Gandhi Cultural Centre (IGCC),
High Commission of India in Dhaka and
Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy (BSA) --
a group art exhibition featuring works of
four Indian artists is being held. The
exhibition, entitled "Harmony and
Rhythm", showcases works of Sandhya
Singh, Deepa Seth Bhando, Ruchi Goyal
Kaura and Sonika Agarwal, and is being
held at National Gallery, BSA. Education
Minister Nurul Islam Nahid inaugurated
the exhibition on November 27.

Sandhya Singh's works focus on the
spirit of Indian music. She has created
many waves where one can find the

rhythms of melody. Varied flower patterns
also appear in her works. While looking at
the paintings, one gets a musical vibe. Her
works stand out for their forms and com-
positions. The painter at times concen-
trates on one part of the flora and
searches forits innermost section.

Sonika Agarwal is a figurative painter
and most of her works depict movements
of female figures. She uses strong brush-
strokes and bold colours to portray the
spirit and vivacity of Indian women. She
feels that a woman's position in the South
Asian society is a very conservative and
repressed one. Some of her paintings
show a number of covered up visages.

Deepa Seth Bhando is a Delhi-based
painter and muralist. At the exhibition,
her landscapes look somewhat tedious
for their colours and rather inappropriate

use of texture. She seemingly paints from
memory. Her works provide fragmented
metaphors and inner visions. Her sub-
jects rely on particular space and sur-
roundings.

Ruchi Goyal Kaura has studied design
at National Institute of Fashion Technol-
ogy, Delhi, and has a Masters in Textile
Design. The artist takes inspiration from
traditional embroidery “Phulkari” -- a
technique popular in Punjab, India.
Various floral and traditional folk symbols
are the main trait in her works. Her com-
positions and forms are both intimately
connected to graphic design. She also
tries to explore the beauty of nature. Her
compositions showcase colour, light,
simple shapes and forms -- motivated by
nature.

The exhibition ends on December 12.

The tuneless piper

Story of flute-maker Mokammel Hossain

AZIBOR RAHMAN, Jhenidah

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

At the age of 80, flute-maker Mokammel
Hossain is not only engaged in his trade
but also does agricultural work. In his
younger days he was widely recognised
and made a respectable income. Today,
however, he is in dire straits and barely
manages to maintain his family.

(Going back to the days when he was at
the peak of his career, Hossain told this
correspondent at his village home in
Aruakandi that he played the flute pro-
fessionally for Titas Opera in Jhenidah as
well asin greater Jessore district.

His reputation grew, as he was a tal-
ented flute-maker and flutist. Among the
many people who trained under him
were Komol Sarkar, Pier Ali, Madhu Mia,
Firoz Ali and Chand Ali. All of them are
comfortably off now.

Hossain has however fallen on bad
times. He said he cannot go to distant
markets any more and depends on
wholesalers to come to his house and
buy flutes.

He also pointed out that his output
per day has decreased due to poor eye-
sight. Moreover, the crucial input 'Nali'
bamboo, out of which he fashioned his
flutes, is not available any longer, he
lamented. Sales have dropped signifi-
cantly. He pointed that he used to have a
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Mokammel Hossain plays flute at leisure.

large income when jatra and Jarigaan
were staged In every nook and corner of
the villages in the mid-'70s. Today, he
sells a flute at Taka 20-25, while a large
flute goes for Taka 70-80.

As a consequence of his fading eye-
sight and the other factors, he can make
only 50 flutes a week. However, even in
his twilight years, he has no choice but to
make flutes so that he can make ends
meet. What's worse is that he is
neglected by his two sons, while his six
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daughters have been married off and
therefore cannotlend a helping hand.

Hossain said that he has no desire left,
apart from making livelihood. He counts
his days now, he added, pointing that he
would leave this world unnoticed and
uncared for.

Akbar Saijee, a Lalon devotee of
Dudrajpur village, said that Hossain's
flutes were once widely used in the area.
“We used his flute in our pala gaan,” he
asserted.

James Franco, Anne Hathaway
to host the Oscars

In an unexpected Oscar turn two years
ago, Anne Hathaway joined host Hugh
Jackman onstage for a parody of
“Frost/Nixon". And James Franco's
entire career, from starring in “General
Hospital” to appearing as a pillow-
hugging version of himself in “30 Rock’,
can be filed under the category of “What
will that dude do next?”

Well, as unexpected as it may be, next
up for both Franco and Hathaway is co-
hosting the 83rd Annual Academy
Awards next year. The Academy of
Motion Picture Arts and Sciences made
the announcement on Monday (Novem-
ber 29), hours after rumours of the
actors' involvement surfaced.

Beyond his hosting gig, Franco figures
to play a prominent part in the cere-
mony. The 32-year-old is considered a
lock for a best-actor nomination for his
turn as a trapped hiker in “127 Hours",
the Danny Boyle-directed drama that's
also expected to nab a Best Picture nod.
Hathaway, 28, meanwhile, remains a
long shot in the best-actress category for
“Love & Other Drugs”, a film that
received mixed reviews and reeled in just
$14 million over the extended
Thanksgiving holiday.

Anne Hathaway

Hiring Franco and Hathaway as hosts
certainly mark a strategic turn by the
Academy, which has long been accused
of being out-of-touch with the young
pop-culture mainstream. A quick scan
of the last two decades of Oscar history
shows that not one host has even been
as young as in his or her 30s when

James Franco

emceeing the show.

Most recently, 64-year-old Steve
Martin and 51-year-old Alec Baldwin
assumed hosting duties, notching the
show's best ratings in five years.
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Bagh Putul Sgt. Bilko

On Rtv at 09:10pm On HBO at 09:30pm Manobadhikar
Drama Serial Genre: Comedy On ntv at 06:45pm
Cast: Subarna Mustafa, Apurbo Steve Martin, Dan Aykroyd Talk Show

Guest: Afzal Hossain, Fahmida Nabi
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