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The King Fahd Causeway is a causeway connecting Saudi Arabia and Bahrain. The four-lane road is 28 km (17 mi) long and approximately
23 m (75 1) wide, and was built using 350,000 m, (3,800,000 sq 1) of concrete along with 47,000 metric tons of reinforced steel
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Settle petty crimes
out of court

Law Commission recommends amending
CrPC, CPC for quick case disposal

ASHUTOSH SARKAR

Punishments for offenders could be

The Law Commission has recommended that
the government introduces plea bargain in the
judicial system for expedited adjudication of
petty criminal cases through negotiated settle-

ments between plaintiffs and defendants.
In plea bargain, persons charged with minor

offences must confess willingly to their crimes
to courts through affidavits. The plaintiffs and
defendants then may reach settlements for
reduced punishments for offenders.

reduced to a half or one-fourth of what is stipu-
lated by law, the commission said in its pro-
posal.

It added that cases settled through plea
bargains should not be allowed to be appealed
or revised.

The commission on October 5 submitted
the proposal to the law ministry along with 64
other recommendations in connection with
proposed introduction of an Alternative

SEE PAGE 15 COL 3

AL, allies to
beef up
activities

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Awami League-led 14-
party alliance will strengthen
its activities at all levels to face
the main opposition’s protest

programmes.
The alliance leaders made

the decision at a meeting
yesterday at AL President
Sheikh Hasina's political
office at Dhanmondi in the
capital.

They urged the govern-
ment to take measures to
improve law and order and
control price hike of essen-
tials.

The coalition will send

SEE PAGE 15 COL 6

Politics within Ctg politics

Internal feuds grip both the ruling Awami League and main opposition BNP in their respective
Chittagong city units. Long-standing rivalry among a number of high-profile leaders of both the
parties intensifies despite instruction from the centre to shrug off all differences and shake handis.
Neither side could form a fully-fledged committee thanks to their internal conflicts that also

affect the grassroots activists.

Mohiuddin wins
foes, loses friends

DWAIPAYAN BARUA, Cig

BINP prisoner of
3 musketeers

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

Internal feuds in Chittagong city Awami League have reached a
new and dramatic polarisation amid a unification move to close
the gaps amongrival leaders.

In a latest turn, AL city unit chief ABM Mohiuddin
Chowdhury has got two of his long-term rival leaders MA Latif,

MP and AJM Nasir Uddin on his side.
SEE PAGE 15 COL 4

Feudsin Chittagong city BNP have got a new turn over formation
of the fully-fledged committee, which could not be formed
despite holding of the unit's council on November 16last year.
The leaders and activists of the city unit have long been
divided into three groups led by former minster and unit chief
Amir Khasru Mahmud Chowdhury, BNPVice Chairman
SEE PAGE 15 COL 5

Jessore
tannery
fined for
pollution

A CORRESPONDENT, Jessore

The Department of
Environment (DoE) yesterday
fined a factory a record Tk
69.87 lakh for discharging
untreated liquid waste in the

Bhairab Riverin Jessore.
Thisis the first ever punish-

ment for polluting environ-
ment in the country's South-
Western region and also the
highest ever penalty awarded

to afactory by DoE.
The fined factory, S A F

(Akiz Tannery) Industries
Limited in Noapara industrial
area of Jessore, is a family
concern of Awami League
lawmaker Afil Uddin, who is
also one of the directors of the

factory.
A joint team of Dhaka and

Khulna unit of DoE led by
Munir Chowdhury, director
(Enforcement), found the

SEE PAGE 15 COL 3

PHOTO ON PAGE 13

CoOP ASSAULT CASE

Dipjol finally
surrenders

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Actor and Dhaka City
Corporation Councillor
Monwar Hossain Dipjol turned
himself in to the police last
night, 12 days after hewent into
hiding to elude arrest over
assaultonapoliceman.

SEE PAGE 15 COL 2
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Hundreds of people wait to board launches at Sadarghat yesterday afternoon after launch owners decided to anchor vessels off the terminal in a token strike to pro-

test an attack on a launch staff by miscreants. Story on page 3.

PHOTC: STAR

KOREAN CONFLICT

N Korea readies
missiles, China
calls for talks

AFP, Yeonpyeong Island

The US and South Korean navies staged a potent show of force
against North Korea Sunday, as China called for emergency talks
about the crisis on the divided peninsula.

Tensions remained high after the North's deadly bombard-

mentlast week.
The drill, spearheaded by the massive US nuclear-powered

aircraft carrier the George Washington, aims to send a message
of deterrence to the North. But the presence of a US carrier in
what China sees as its backyard has sparked criticism from
Beijing.

The exercise, involving at least 11 ships, is one of a series
announced in May, after a Seoul-led multinational investigation
found overwhelming evidence that a North Korean torpedo had
sunk a South Korean warship in March.

That sinking cost 46 lives. But Tuesday's bombardment of a
non-military area, which killed two civilians and two marines
and injured 18 people, was the first shelling of a civilian area in
the South since the war.

SURFACE-TO-AIR MISSILES

Pyongyang said it was retaliating for a South Korean firing drill in

what it regards as its own waters around the contested border. It
SEE PAGE 15 COL 7

Firearms, ammo
seized in CHT

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Rangamati

Army personnel in araid Saturday night arrested ten indigenous
youths with ammunition and firearms including an AK-47 rifle
at Hazaribagh under sadar upazila of the district.

A 9-mm pistol, one sub-machine gun, four guns, 14 bullets of
pistol, 21 bullets of gun, a cellphone set and Tk 2,500 were also

seized.
Acting on a tip-off, a team of army led by Capt Tazul Islam

raided the Shasankhola Tila area in Hazaribagh around 7:30pm

and made the arrests.

The arrestees were identified as Naba Jyoti Chakma, 30, Bijoy
Chakma, 40, Bilu Chakma, 26, Chamong Marma, 29, Shanti Chakma,
22, Minthu Chakma, 25, Krishna Ranjan Chakma, 28, Miah Dhar
Chakma, 30, Sneh Chakma, 32, and Swapan Chakma, 20.

They were produced before the Chief Judicial Magistrate's

Courtin Rangamatiyesterday and sent to jail.
An arms case was filed against the arrestees with Kotwali

Police Station, said Babul Uddin Sarder, officer-in-charge of the
police station.

BDR TRIAL
'Mutineers'
Cross-examine
3 witnesses

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

As the Special Court-7 yester-
day resumed the trial of 667
jawans of 24 Rifle Battalion at
the Pilkhana headquarters, 25
alleged mutineers cross-

examined three witnesses.
The witnesses, Lt Col Reza,

sepoys Ripon Kumar Biswas
and Tobbas Ali, in their sub-
missions narrated how the
accused looted the central
armoury and Dhaka sector
magazine at the BDR head-
quarters during the mutiny on

February 25 last year.
The jawans, however,
SEE PAGE 6 COL 4
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OnlinePoll v/

Do you think BNP
Chairperson Khaleda Zia
will withdraw
the expulsion order
of Nazmul Huda?

O Yes s (56.9%)
ONo meem (35.6%)
O No Comments = (7.5%)

Total votes: 433

TODAY'S POLL

Do you agree with Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina
that BNP has called the
hartal on November 30 to
save Khaleda Zia's
'illegally grabbed"
property?

Please cast your vote at
www.thedailystar.net

Prayer Timing

November 29
Azan |Jamaat
Fajr 5-10 5-45
Zohr 12-45 1-15
Asr 3-45 4-00
Maghrib 5-19 5-22
Esha 7-00 7-30 |
Source: Islamic Foundalion

FAILURE TO CHECK SOYBEAN OIL PRICE

Govt asked to explain

Authority (CPA) chairman to submit a report
within four weeks on how much soybean oil
had been imported in the past six months and
whatits price was.

It also ordered the president and the secre-
tary of Vegetable Oil Refiners and Vanaspati
Manufacturers' Association to submit a report
before it within the time on how much soybean
oil was sold across the country in the past six

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court yesterday asked the govern-
ment to explain in two weeks whyits inaction in
taking effective measures to prevent the sky-
rocketing of soybean oil price should not be

declared illegal.
An HC bench of Justice AHM Shamsuddin

Chowdhury Manik and Justice Sheikh Md Zakir

Hossain made the ruling.
The court has directed the chief controller of

Export and Import and the Chittagong Port

months.

The court came up with the directives and

State minister,
attorney gen
threatened

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Anunidentified person yester-
day senta mobile text message
to Attorney General
Mahbubey Alam threatening
him over today's hearing of
Khaleda Zia's petitions
regarding her disputed can-

tonment house.
“There will be series of
bomb explosions if the
SEE PAGE 15 COL 6
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TODAY NOVEMBER 29,
GRAND OPENING

of
OUR FENI BRANCH

2010

FENI BRANCH :

Haji Shah Alam Tower
322, S. S. K. Road, Feni.
Mobile : 01711123436
E-mail : feni@fsiblbd.com
www.fsiblbd.com
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