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Girl abducted from school
gate in Narsingdi

Four youths held in Sumi rape and killing case
in Habiganj sent to jail

A CORRESPONDENT,
Narsingdi

A schoolgirl was abducted in

wearing masks picked her up
onamicrobus.

Atthis, Sathi's friends Sigma,
Mumu and Liza who witnessed

from the gate of
Narsingdi Government Girls'
High School at Satirpara in the
town yesterday afternoon.

The girl was identified as
Soma Akter Sathi, 14, a
condary School Certificate
(SSC) examinee of the school.
The incident has created
panicand a sense of insecurity
among the girl students and
their guardians in the town.

Sources said, Sathi, daugh-
ter of Bahrain expatriate
Sirajul Islam of Bhagdi area of
the town went to school to fill
up SSC examination form.

As she reached the school
gate, a gang of four criminals

thematter

Hearing their screams,
locals and teachers and stu-
dents of the school rushed to
thespot, butfailed to round up
the criminals.

Sima Akter, sister of Sathi
filed an abduction case with
the policestation.

Offi i Nazrul

the rape and killing of a
schoolgirl in Bahubal upazila
of the district were sent to the
jail after being produced in
court yesterday afternoon,
reports our staff correspon-
dentinSylhet.

Bahubal police on Monday
afternoon arrested Bahubal
College student and a BCL
activist and also the son of
Mirpur UP chairman Ruhel
Ahmed and Saddam, Jashim
Uddinand Soh,

Islam of Sadar model police
station said they have intensi-
fied patrol to arrest the crimi-
nalsandrescue the girl.
SUMIMURDER
INHABIGAN]

In Habiganj, four young men
arrested in connection with

Locals and police said,
Sumi Akhtar, 15, daughter of
Iman Ali of village Baniagaon
and a student of class eight at
Mirpur Faizunnesa High
School was picked up at about
7:00 pm Sunday when she was
returning to her aunt’s house
from a neighbour's residence.

She was staying with her aunt
as her parents went to Dhaka
for treatment.

‘The blood stained body of
Sumi was found at the grave-
yard, only 100 yards off their
house after about two hours.
Villagers took her to the
upazila hospital, where the
physicians declared her dead.
She could not appear in the
last day's JSC examination
Monday.

Contacted, ASP Sugyan
Chakma, who visited the spot
told this correspondent that
the girl was raped and later
hacked to death. The body
bore marks of injuries. “How-
ever, we have to wait for the
post mortem report for confir-
mation,” headded.

PHOTOSTAR

Children at Pabna Zila School centre write answer scripts at the primary terminal examinations that
started throughout the country yesterday.

MONDAY'S INCIDENT IN BAUFAL

Police free 17 out of 19
goons of land grabber

OuR CORRESPONDENT,
Patuakhali

commissioner, upazila
nirbahi officer and assistant

Seventeen of the 19 men,
caught and handed over to
police for vandalising three
business establishments and
exploding cocktails at Gopalia
Bazar in Baufal upazila on
Monday night, were freed
from Baufal police station
yesterday noon.

The 19 people along with
over 30 others had gone to
Gopalia Bazar as accomplices
of one Nasim Ahmed, whowas
trying to set up a brickfield to
the east of Gopalia Bazar
launch terminal after occupy-
ing five acres of government
land which was already leased
tolandless people.

Nasim, introducing him-
self as the president of central
committee of Bangladesh
Awami Peshajibi League,
started work for setting up a
brick field there in September
this year, sources said.

After local people submit-
ted complaint to the deputy

(AC-Land), a
team led by Baufal upazila AC-
Land Mrinal Kanti De on
September 18 visited the spot
with Baufal police station
officer in charge Shilmoni
Chakma and they found vil-
lagers' allegation true. As they
forbade Nasim to fill up the
land and set a red flag there,
Nasim stopped his work for
thetime being.

But as part of Nasim's plan
tobuildabrickkiln furnace on
the land yesterday, over 50
men went to nearby Gopalia
Bazar with 25 motorbikes led
by Nasim's brothers Kislu
Ahmed and Kaiyum Ahmed.
They ransacked a tea stall, a
pharmacy and a saloon at the
bazarand tried to create panic
by exploding two cocktails. At
one stage villagers' sur-
rounded the gang and caught
19 men including the two
brothers of Nasim Ahmed
while others managed to flee.
Villagers also seized 21 motor-

bikes. At about 10:00pm a
team from Baufal police sta-
tion went to the spot and
brought the 19 men and 21
motorbikes to the station.

Monir Khan, owner of the
damaged tea stall, filed a case
accusing 45 people in this
regard with Baufal police
station on Monday night but
police freed 17 men and let
them take back all the motor-
bikes from the police station
yesterdaynoon.

When contacted, Baufal
police station OC Shil Moni
Chakma said, "I freed 17 peo-
ple from the police station as
they live on driving hired
motorbikes. Nasim Ahmed's
two brothers Kislu Ahmed and
Kaiyum Ahmed were pro-
duced before the court that
sent them to jail. We will take
lawful action after proper
investigation.”

Regarding Nasim's attempt
to grab land, The Daily Star on
October 18 published a report
titled 'AL tag used to grab
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HABIGAN] SERIAL BLASTS

Deposition of PWs
recorded in 2 cases

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Sylhet

blastson August 170f2005in Habiganjtown.

Sylhet Divisional Speedy Trial Tribunal on
Monday recorded deposition of proscution
witnesses (PWs) in two cases against the seven
accused for the series blasts of August 17 of
2005n the district town of Habiganj.
Deposition could not be recorded in three
other cases as none of the prosecution wit-

nesses were present.
Chief

of the outlawed Islamist outfit JMB
Moulana Saidur Rahman, his son and other
operatives were produced on the dock.

‘The librarian of Habiganj DC office library,
Mozaher Tarafder and the then Nazir of the
same office (now treasury accountant) Nozir
Hossain gave their deposition in the case for the
blast that took place near the DC office.

One Md Ayub Ali of village Anandapur also
gave his deposition in the other case for the

blast near the Eidgah area.

‘Tribunal judge Mahbub-ul-Islam also set
December 1 for recording deposition of the rest

ofthe

cases.

Seven blasts took place at spots like judge
courtbuilding, opposite to Sonali Bank, munic-
ipal market etc which followed filing of five

Acting on a tip off, police arrested Moulana
Saidur Rahman's son AHM Shamim 22 days
after the blasts. He was nabbed from IB
Computer Centre at Tinkona pukur par in the

district town on September 7 of 2005. Police

also seized some Islamist books and CDs from
the computer centre. His father Saidur

Bagerhat
JCD leader
murdered

A CORRESPONDENT, Bagerhat

Police yesterday recovered
body of a JCD leader from a
paddy field at Badekarapara
village under Sadar upazila of
thedistrict.

The deceased was identi-
fied as Sheikh Emadul Kabir,
26, son of Sheikh Habibur
Rahman of the same village
and sports secretary of dis-
trict Chhatra Dal (JCD).

Sheikh Mahfuzur
Rahman, elder brother of the
deceased, said besides stu-
dents politics Emadul was
engaged in shrimp enclosure
business. He invested a sub-
stantial amount with two
local shareholders Daud and
Ali. A few days ago Emadul
asked his partners to refund
hisinvested money.

On Monday, Ddud told
Emadul over cell phone to
come to his house to collect
Tk 80,000 from him. Since
then Emadul went missing
and yesterday noon his body
was recovered from a paddy
field near Daud's house. The
body bore marks of injuries
inthehead.

Officer-in-charge

Shahidul Islam of Sadar
model police station said as
per primary investigation it
was a case of murder com-
mitted during feud over
money.
Meanwhile, a gang came
to Badekarapara village on
motorbikes and set three
houses on fire and ransacked
agroceryshop.

The owners of the houses
are Daud Mallik, 28, Ali
Sheikh, 35, and Khaled
Mallik.

Locals said the houses
were torched probably to
retaliate the killing of
Emdadul.

Police picked up Jahanara
Begum, 45, sister of Daud
Mallik for interrogation.

Smuggled
timber,
liquor
seized

'UNB, Sylhet

Bangladesh Rifles (BDR)
jawans,in separate drives,
recovered 438 bottles of
Indian liquor and 194.73
cubic feet timber worth
about Tk 5 lakh from different
parts of the district on
Sunday.

Acting on a tip-off, a team
of BDR led by Major Md.
Saiful Owadud conducted a
drive in Laxmirpar area of
Bishambhapur upazila and
recovered 82 bottles of Indian
liquor in an abandoned
condition.

In another drive, 356
bottles of Indian liquor were
recovered fmm Sactarkona

remained

2009,

T years an

inthe capital several months a

The CID submitted chargesheets against
seven people including Moulana Saidur
Rahman and his son Shamim in December of

e other accused are JMB opereatives
Azizul Islam Gazi alias Hanif of Bania in Koira

upazila under Khulna district (already serving

The tribunal on October 14 framed charges

against th in

10 years Rl in a blast case of Sylhet), Shafiqul
ls]am  Nazim of Sherpurin Bogra, Hafez Huzaifa
of Kathal Rajbari of Trishal upazila
in Mymensmgh Belal alias Tamim of Baniapara
aflaipurhatand S

lah Uddin alias Salehin.

areaof

Later, Anulhel’ team of
BDR launched a drive in
Jamgaon area of Doirabazar
upazila and recovered 194.73
cubicfeet timber.

BDR sources said the
recovered timbers were
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Officials of Bangladesh Rice Research Institute and NGO Concern Worldwme Bangladesh accompanied by farmers inspect a field of
flood tolerant BRRI-51 paddy at Tapur Char in Diml;

MONGA-PRONE AREAS OF TEESTA BASIN

Flood tolerant paddy to
change farmers' lot

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Nilphamari

with the farmers.
and expressed satisfaction

Flood tolerant varieties of
paddy developed by
Bangladesh Rice Research
Institute (BRRI) bears bright
prospect for farmers of char
(newly emerged landmass)
areas on the Teesta basin in
Dimla upazila of Nilphamari
district.

Concern Worldwide
Bangladesh launched motiva-
tion programmes and pro-
vided logistic support for its
cultivation to the farmers of
the poverty-stricken area that
often sees serious crop dam-
age dueto frequentfloods.

On November 10, a team of
scientists led by Dr Md Gous,
chief scientific officer of BRRI
at Rangpur, along with offi-
cials of Concern Worldwide
Bangladesh visited the flood
tolerant paddy fields at Tapur
Char on Teesta basin in Dimla
upazila and exchanged views

seeingtheir prospect.

"Due to climatic change,
devastating flood has become
a regular phenomenon in the
char areas where vast tracts of
paddy fields are damaged
every year, making people of
‘Teesta chars regular victim of
monga, a near-famine situa-
tion,” Dr Gous told local elites,
farmers and journalists.

“To face the adverse effect
of climate change, BRRI
started efforts to evolve a flood
tolerant variety in 2006.
Finally, it succeeded to
develop flood tolerant BRRI-
Dhan-51 and BRRI-Dhan-52,"
said DrGous.

The two flood tolerant
varieties are upgradation of
aman paddy 'Swarna' and
'BR-11" respectively and
they got recommendation
from National Seed Board
in February this year, said
BRRI sources at Rangpur.

Earlier farmers culti-
vated them on experimen-
tal basis.

“Following good response
from farmers of Teesta char
areas we supplied seeds to
them free of cost to cultivate
the two flood tolerant varieties
on large scale in the ongoing
aman season. With technical
assistance from BRRI we also
arranged training for 54 farm-
ers in Dimla upazila” said
Santonu Shekhar, project
officer of NGO Concern
Worldwide Bangladesh in
Dimlaupazila.

Farmers of Tapur Char and
Purbo Chhatu Nama Char
cultivated newly evolved flood
tolerant paddy on about seven
hectares of lands, said
Department of Agriculture
Extension sources in Dimla
upazila.

Itneeds 9 kg seeds of any of
the two varieties for making
seedlings in seedbeds to culti-
vate in an acre (100 decimal)

within25 days, they said.

“Both the varieties can
remain undamaged under
flood water even for 16 days at
astretch. And they can yield 4-
4.5 tonnes of rice in a hectare
with normal doze of fertiliser.
Farmers do not have to
depend on multinational
companies for seeds as they
can preserve it at home,” said
Aftab Hossain, Dimla upazila
agriculture officer.

seveml farmers including
Abdu Salam,
Rokanuzzaman, Nurul
Haque, Abdur Rahman of
har and Chhatu
Char said they are no
longer worried about adverse
weather like flood, thanks to
the new varieties of paddy.

"lood tolerant paddy is
showing farmers of my pov-
erty stricken union light of
hope,” said Rabiul Islam
Shahin, chairman of Tepa
Kharibari union of Dimla
upazila.

Kuet BCL chief, 2 others
die of liquor poisoning

STAR NATIONAL DESK

Three people, including the
president of Bangladesh
Chhatra League (BCL) Khulna
University of Engineering and
‘Technology (Kuet) unit, died
and 20 others fell sick after
taking spurious liquor at
Bhagjote area under
Daulatpur upazila of Kushtia
onSundaynight.

The dead are AKM Ahsan
Ullah Mehedi, 24, president of
BCL Kuet unit, Mohon Sarder,
24, a BCL activist, and Ujjal
Hossain, 45, of Gaznabipur
village in Sadar upazila of
Kushtia.

Mohon and Ujjal died on
Sunday night while Mehedi
earlyyesterday.

Kuet BCL president Mehedi
along with Mohon Sakil and
Imran came to Madapur
village in Daulatpur upazila

on Sunday to attend a mar-
riage ceremony of their friend
Atiqur Rahman, report our
Khulna and Kushtia corre-
spondents.

After attending the wed-
ding ceremony, they con-
sumed liquor at a place in
Bhagjote char area in
Daulatpur upazila on Sunday
night and returned to
Purbasha residential Hotel at
Beramaraupazila.

Mehedi, Mohon, Sakil and
Imran fell sick at the hotel. As
they were found lying uncon-
scious in their room, hotel
staff took them to Bheramara
Health Complex where the
doctors declared Mohon
dead.

Later, Mehedi, Imran and
Sakil were shifted to Kushtia
Sadar Hospital for better
treatment. As Mehedi's condi-
tion deteriorated, he was

referred to Rajshahi Medical
College and Hospital where he
diedat 1:00pm yesterday.

Sakil and Imran were
brought to Khulna Medical
College and Hospital by their
relatives on Monday night.

Ujjal was one of the 20
other people who also fell sick
after drinking toxic liquor at
the same place. He died at
Kushtia Sadar Hospital on
Sunday night. The rest are
undergoing treatment at
different hospitals and clinics
inKushtia.

Kuet Vice Chancellor prof
Muhammod Alamgir and all
teachers, officials and
employees of the university
have expressed deep shock at
the death of BCL leader
Mehedi, also a final year stu-
dent of civil engineering
department.

Gunpowder seized in
Khulna, 2 arrested

Two were wait-

'AFF C T,
Khulna

Police arrested two youths
and recovered 200 grams of
gunpowder from their pos-
session on Monday at
Patherbazar checkpost under
Khanjahan Ali police station
ofthecity.

The arrestees were identi-
fied as Md Zakir Sheikh, 20, son
of Jinnat Sheikh of Khairtala
under Jessore Sadar police
station and Ripon Hossain, 22,
son of Shahadat Hossain of
Shatmayeel area under the

to
forest department while
liquor to Narcotics Control
department.

Being tipped off, Sub
Inspector Shawkat Hossain
and Havildar Abdul Hakim

the p
packed in a polythene bag
from the two youths. They
were bound for Khulna city
from Kushtia in a passenger
bus of Gorai Paribahan
Service.

OC Md Altaf Hossain of
Khanjahan Ali police station
said that at least 40 powerful
bombs could be made by 200
grams of gunpowder seized
from the arrestees.

Police
oner in-charge of
north zone of KMP
Mohammad Ali Haider said
that the youths were carrying
the gunpowder for supplying
it to a group of extremists
hiding in Khulna city.

ingatapoint of Kashipur New
Road under Khalishpur
police station to receive the
packet of gunpowder, Ali
Haidersaid.

He further said that the
gunpowder was being
brought to Khulna to create
chaosand disturbance.

The arrestees told police
that they did not know the
names of the two extremists
who toreceive

Bomb attack on
Jhenidah BNP
leader's house
'UNB, Jhenidah

The residence of Dignagar
Union Parishad (UP) and vice-
president of BNP Shailakupa
upazila unit Shariful Islam
came under bomb attack,
allegedly by Awami League
(AL) activists, on Monday
night.

Police and locals said at
about 10:30 pm unidentified
criminals hurled a bomb
targetingbedroom situated on
the second floor of his house at
Arappurin the town. However,
no causalities were reporte

Windows were damaged in
the explosion. Awami League
activists might have bombed
his residence, Islam said,
adding that before the attack
someone had warned him
over telephone not to go to his
electoral area.

Jhenidah superintendent
of police (SP) Rejaul Karim
visited the spot on Monday
night.

Explosion
in sewer
hurts 6

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Niganj

Atleastsixpeoplewere injured
in a blast inside the sewer at
Syed Ali Chamber Road in the
district town yesterday.

Police and witnesses said
the explosion took place with
ahuge bang ataround 5:30pm
inside drain near DB Plaza, a
shopping mall, creating panic
inthearea.

The injured included
passersby, shoppers and bus
passengers. They were sent to
Narayanganj General Hospital
fortreatment.

the gunpowder from them.

case under Sections 5
and 6 of the Explosive
Substances Act has been
recorded with Khanjahan Ali
police station, said OC Altaf
Hossain.

rushed to the spot to douse the
fire caused by the blast.
Ahsanulla Kabir, deputy
director of Narayanganj Fire
Service and Civil Defence said
the blast might have occurred
duetoleakein thegaspineline:



