@he Baily Star

Wl

NATIONAL

DHAKA MONDAY NOVEMBER 22, 2010 1 3

h

o=

. f‘__
*l”i,l -'#

7 ,-rfl"r"‘" ¢

PHOTO: STAR

This Dhaka-bound Ekata Express is brought back to the station adjacent to the western end of Bangabandhu bridge across the Jamuna after its engine failure yesterday,
right, aggrieved passengers demonstrate in front of the stationmaster's room. (Story on Page 16)

CLASHES OVER DISPUTED LAND, WATER BODY AND TRIVIAL MATTER

One killed, over 100 hurt in 4 dists

STAR NATIONAL DESK

At least one person was killed and
over 100 others were injured as rival
villagers clashed in Netrakona,
Sirajganj and Brahmanbaria yester-
day.

Fifteen others were injured in
another clash in Patuakhali the day
before.

A man was killed and 15 others
were injured as villagers clashed at
Jibonpur under Barhatta upazila of
Netrakona yesterday morning,
reports our correspondent.

Police and locals said tension was
prevailing between Muslemuddin
group and Abul Kalam Azad group of
the village for the last few days over
occupying a disputed water body.

Yesterday at about 10:00 am when
Muslemuddin group went to the
water body for fishing, Abul Kalam
Azad group attacked them with sharp
and lethal weapons.

Muslemuddin group retaliated the
attack but Muslemuddin died on the
spot while 15 others of both groups
received injury.

Seriously injured Nazrul Islam,
Sohag Mia, Shafiqul Islam,
Julhashuddin, Abul Kashem Ahad
Mia and Nazmul Alam were sent to
Mymensingh Medical College and
Hospital.

Others were admitted to local
health complex.

A case was filed with Barhatta
police station in this connection.

None was arrested.

In Brahmanbaria, at least 50 peo-
ple were injured and 10 shops at
Champaknagar Bazar were damaged
during a clash between two rival
groups of Noorpur and
Champaknagar villages under
Bijoynagar upazila yesterday, reports
our correspondent.

Of the injured people 42 were sent
to Brahmanbaria Sadar Hospital
while the rest eight were admitted to
two local clinics.

According to eyewitnesses, police
and hospital sources, on Saturday
evening one Ramzan Chowdhury of
Noorpur village mercilessly beat up a
boy, Billal Mia, of Champaknagar
village centering an altercation over
rickshaw fare.

In retaliation, the villagers of
Champaknagar headed by Makhan
Member yesterday chased Ramzan
Chowdhury at Champaknagar
Bazar.

Within minutes, the villagers of
Noorpur equipped with lethal
weapons locked in clash with their
rivals.

During the clash, 50 people of both
groups were injured while 10 shops of
the market damaged. The clash lasted
forabout two hours.

On information, a police team
headed by Bijoynagar police station
OC Md Dulal Mahmud rushed to
spot. They fired 28 rounds of rubber
bullets to bring the situation under
control.

In critical condition, 17 people ---
Khalil Mia, 22, Ali Hosain, 35, Rahela
Begum, 25, Anu Mia, 55, Omed Ali, 65,
Al Amin, 32, Md. Ali Hossain, 28,
Chutto Mia, 35, Abul Hossain, 32,
Nasir Mia, 35, Abul Khayer, 48,
Mutalib, 35, Saju Mia, 30, Sajeda
Begum, 55, Jahangir, 32, Anis Mia, 35,
and Mafijul, 28, were admitted to
Brahmanbaria Sadar Hospital while
25 others were given first aid at the
same hospital and the rest eight were
given first aid at two local private
clinics.

In Sirajganj, atleast 55 people were
injured, 10 houses and two shops
ransacked and looted during clashes
in railway colony and Bahirgola areas
yesterday.

Police fired 15 blank shots and
rubber bullets to bring the situation
under control.

Police and locals said at around
8:00pm on Saturday night a few
youths of Mirpur village of Railway
colony arranged a variety show at
Beltola field.

The clash ensued when some
youths of Beltala beat up Chhoto
Babu and Tota Mia of Modhyapara
after an exchange of hot words.

At a stage youths of Modhyapara
swooped on the houses of Beltala and
ransacked several of them.

To retaliate, a gang of youths from
Beltala ransacked at least 20 houses
of Madhyapara village yesterday
morning.

During the clashes at least 30

people were injured from both sides.
Of the injured, Babu, Parvez and
Rajob were admitted to Sirajganj
Sadar Hospital.

Meanwhile, atleast 25 people were
injured as rival groups from two
villages of Bahirgola area clashed
over a trivial matter yesterday.

Offier-in-charge Bashudev Saha of
Sadar police station said the clash
ensued between the youths of
Baddokorpara and Janpur over a
trivial matter on Saturday which took
place several times since filing of this
reportyesterday evening.

In Patuakhali, at least 11 including
three women were injured in a clash
between two rival groups of villagers
under Dashmina upazila on
Saturday, reports our correspondent.

Police and locals said, there was a
long-standing discord between
Chand Mia and Toffayel over a dis-
puted land.

On Saturday at about 4:00 pm
Tofayel group went to the land and
started cutting aman paddy. At this,
Chand Mia group went on the spot
and tried to resist them triggering a
clash between the parties.

The injured were admitted to
Dashmina upazila health complex.
They were identified as Chand Mia,
55, Hanif, 35, Al-Amin, 14, Farida, 40,
Setara, 50, Rabeya, 30, Tofayel, 35,
Sabuj, 22, Eakub, 20, Kabir Hossain,
18 and Kalam Chwkider, 40, of
Dashpara village under Dashmina
upazila.
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Two siblings
electrocuted
in Chittagong

UNB, Chittagong

Two siblings were electro-
cuted at Khilmurali village in
Mirsarai upazila on Saturday:.

The deceased were identi-
fied as Mohsin Sumon, 18, and
Forkan, 13, sons of Yusuf Ali, a
farmer of the village.

Local people said Sumon
and Forkan came in contact
with a live electric wire while
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Sunil Mela in
Madaripur

OUR CORRESPODENT,
Madaripur

A three-day Sunil Mela, marking
the 77th birth anniversary of
celebrated Indian poet and novel -
ist Sunil Gangopadhyay. began at
East Maizpara under Kalkini
upazillaofthedistrictyesterday:

Sunil Mela Committee and
Sunil Akash Sahitya Sangsad
jointly organised the mela at
the birthplace of the poet.

Different makeshift stalls have
been set up at the mela. Besides,
the committee has arranged Jari
(Gaanand PalaGaan.

4 UP chairmen killed in
SW region since Jan

STAFF CORRESPONDENT,
Khulna

Four union parishad (UP)
chairmen were murdered in
the south-western region of
the country from January to
November 16 this year.

Shawkat Ali, chairman of
Nirbashkhola Union
Parishad under Jhikargachha
upazila of Jessore district,
was the latest victim of mur-
der committed on the night
of November 16 near his
residence.

Of the remaining three UP
chairmen, Prakash Chandra
Saha of Haridashkati union
under Monirampur upazila
of Jessore was murdered on
February 2, Sarder Abu Saeed
Badal of Damodar union
under Phultala upazila of

Khulna on August 16, and
Mizanur Rahman of Natipota
union under Damurhuda
upazila of Chuadanga on
October12.

With these, the number of
UP chairmen killed in the
region since 1998 now stands
at28.

Senior officials of the
intelligence agencies and
police department said
most of the 28 UP chairmen
lost their lives in armed and
bomb attacks centring link
with extremists and politi-
cal rivalries over local elec-
tions.

Some murders were
committed to take revenge
for the previous ones, they
added.

Most of the incumbent
chairmen have shifted their

families to safer places for
security reason. As a result,
they are failing to properly
participate in development
activities in their respective
areas.

Expressing grave concern
at the rise in murder of UP
chairmen, Khulna divisional
President of Bangladesh
Union Parishad Forum Gazi
Tafsir Ahmed said elected
representatives have been
made targets of their rivals
centring upcoming UP elec-
tions.

Government must inten-
sify the ongoing combing
operations to arrest the kill-
ers and recover all arms and
ammunition used to kill UP
chairmen for ensuring secu-
rity of the sitting UP chair-
men, he added.
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