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THREE YEARS INTO SIDR DISASTER

Promises for cyclone shelters,

welfare of victims forgotten

QUAZI AMANULLAH, Khulna

The Sundarbans Forest
Division is yet to construct
well-equipped cyclone shel-
ters in and outside the forest
three years into the onslaught
of cyclone Sidr that ravaged
coastal belts of southern
districts including Khulna
and Bagerhat on the night of
November 15in 2007.

Sidr destroyed forest
resources worth over Tk 1,000
crore as estimated by the
forest department.

The forest department
took a move to implement 21 -
point short and long-term
programmes to better lifestyle
of fishermen, bawalis and
mouals (honey collectors)
and provide them with neces-
sary security at the time of
natural disasters as they
largely contribute to national
economy.

One of the proposed 21-
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Cyclone Sidr on November 15 in 2007 wreaked havoc on a large portion of the Sundarbans, the
world's largest mangrove forest, along with other areas of the south-western region.
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point programmes under the
rehabilitation project of the
forest department was to
construct sustainable cyclone
centres in the forest and its
surrounding areas.

But this project could not
be implemented as no donor
agency or non-governmental
organisation (NGO) provided
fund for the purpose, said
Conservator of Forests in
Khulna circle Md Akbar
Hossain.

Besides, works for con-
struction of a permanent fish
drying centre at Dublarchar,
arrangement of life jackets for
forest guards and employees
and improvement of sanita-
tion system could not be done
due to lack of fund, he said.

According to sources of
Sundarbans Forest Division
(SFD), only three out of eleven
ponds in and around the
Sundarbans were desalinised
at a cost of Tk 5,54,000 as part
of short-term programme
while at least two years would
be required to free the
remaining seven ponds from
salinity.

Twenty ponds were re-
excavated, 10 Sidr-damaged
jetties inside the forest were
repaired at a cost of Tk 10 lakh
and damaged tourist centres
were renovated at a cost of Tk
191akh. The same sources said
that a new barrack was con-
structed in Bagerhat for offi-
cial staff at a cost of Tk 36 lakh
and two more barracks inside
the forest were built for guards
and employees of different
forest camps at a cost of Tk 54
lakh.

At least 10 to 12 years
would be required to heal the
wounds and repair damage
done to the Sundarbans by
cyclones Sidr and Aila, said

the Conservator of Forests in
charge of Khulna circle Md

Akbar Hossain.

Sidr claimed lives of many
fishermen of Dublarchar and
Meheralirchar adjoining the

Bay of Bengal. However, only
30 bodies could be recovered.

According to official
sources, Sidr claimed lives of
908 people only in
Sharankhola upazila of
Bagerhat district.

Bagerhat was officially
listed as the worst affected
district of the south-western
region ravaged by Sidr.

Over a thousand people
were killed, over 12,000 others
injured and nearly two lakh
homesteads were destroyed,
rendering several lakh people
homeless.

Biodiversity of the
Sundarbans was seriously
affected as Sidr caused exten-
sive damage to the 1,15,000
hectares of forestland there.

According to a survey
conducted by the Sundarbans
Forest Division, four wireless
towers, 59 watercrafts and 71
jetties were among other
infrastructures badly dam-
aged by Sidr.

Different socio-cultural
and development organisa-
tions of Sharankhola
upazila chalked out
programmes to observe the
completion of third year
after 5idr yesterday.

A condolence meeting was
held at Chalitabunia
Government Primary School
ground at 9:00am in memory
of those who were killed by
Sidr.

Lawmaker and former
state minister Dr Mozammel
Hossain was present as chief
guest while senior journalist
Nazrul Islam, who is convenor
of the Sidr observance com-
mittee, presided over the
condolence meeting.

A large number of distin-
guished persons of Bagerhat
district including leaders of
different political parties and
socio-cultural organisations
attended the meeting and
special prayer held at the
venue.
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Two drown
in Natore,
B'baria

STAR NATIONAL DESK

Two people drowned as boats
capsized in the rivers in
Natore and Brahmanbaria
districts yesterday and the day
before.

In Brahmanbaria, one
person drowned and five
others sustained injuries as a
boat sank in the River Titas at
Gosaipur in Nabinagar upazila
of Brahmanbaria district yes-
terday, reports UNB.

The dead was identified as
Arju Mia, 45, of Bhoirabnagar
village in the upazila.

Locals said the incident
occurred while a
Brahmanbaria-bound speed-
boat from Nabinagar hit the
sand-laden engine driven
boat in the morning. The
injured passengers, however,
swam ashore.

On information, police
rushed to the spot and recov-
ered Arju's body. They seized
the speedboat.

Our Natore correspondent
reported that a five-year-old
girl of Lalpur Colony Para
under Lalpur upazila of
Natore district drowned in the
Padma on Sunday.

Police and family sources
said Barsha, 5, daughter of
Makbul Hossain, drowned in
the river while she was taking a
bathataround 2:00pm.

Locals rescued Barsha,
took her to Lalpur Upazila
Health Complex where the
doctors declared her dead.

Two AL men
arrested tor
assaulting

R & H engr

OuR CORRESPONDENT,
Netrakona

Two Awami League (AL) men
were yesterday arrested on
charge of assaulting an engi-
neer of Roads and Highways
Department in Netrakona

town on Sunday night.

The arrestees are Mrinal
Kanti Roy, a member of the
executive body of AL district
unit, and Masud, an activist
of the unit.

The officer-in-charge of
Netrakona Police Station
said a group of people led by
Mrinal and Masud entered
the Roads and Highways
office in the town at around
11:00pm and asked
Executive Engineer Nurul
Hossain to give them several
construction works without
inviting tender.

As Nurul Hossain
refused to oblige, they beat
him up. The seriously
injured engineer was
admitted to Netrakona

Sadar Hospital.

He filed a case with
Netrakona Police
Station, accusing eight
people including Mrinal
and Masud. Police
arrested Mrinal and
Masud at their respec-
tive houses in the town
while the rest have gone
into hiding.

PHOTO: STAR

Workers of Roads and Highways Department doing repair work on Keane Bridge across the Surma Riverin
Sylhetas a 10-foot-long plate collapsed yesterday due to unauthorised movement of heavy vehicles.

Keane Bridge plate collapses

STAFF CORRESPONDENT,
Sylhet

Movement of small vehicles
and rickshaws on the Keane
Bridge across the River
Surma in Sylhet city has been
suspended following col-
lapse of a plate on the bridge
early yesterday.

Cars and rickshaws are
now passing only through
Hazrat Shahjalal Bridge,
resulting in traffic congestion
on different roads.

& ont scte@Ed,
Superintending Engineer of

Roads and Highways
Department Shah
Mohammad Musa said the 10
feet long plate collapsed due
to unauthorised movement
ofheavy vehicles.

He said repair works and
replacement of the plate are
going on and the bridge may
be ready for use sometime
this night.

Movement of heavy vehi-
cles on the Keane Bridge had
been suspended for more
than two decades. Only cars,
rickshaws and pedestrians

are allowed to use the bridge.

The historic Keane Bridge
was built in 1936 and was
named after the British gov-
ernor of Assam of the time,
Michael Keane. Pakistani
occupation army damaged
part of the bridge on
December15in1971.

It was repaired after liber-
ation. The 1150 feet long and
18 feet wide Keane Bridge
was being used as the only
way to enter Sylhet city until
the construction of Shahjalal
Bridge inlate 80s.
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The candidates beari

the following College Code with Registration numbers and Merit Position have been

provisionally selected for admission to 15t year MBBS class (BM-25) of session 2010-2011 subject to medical fitness
and submission of original SSC and HSC/O level and A level certificates/mark sheets/equivalence certificate/ Admit
Card and 3 (Three) recent P. P. size photo. If there is any incorrect information in the admission documents, the
admission will be cancelled at any time.

Admission will start from 20.11.2010 to 28.11.2010 at 8.00 a.m. to 2.00 p.m. on all work days. Those who will fail to
get themselves admitted by 2.00 p. m. on 28.11.2010 their selection will be cancelled.
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01 11-2577 1477 | 44 11-4196 2648 College ‘
02 11-4015 1608 45 13-2715 2667 Sl. Code- MFr]t
03 11-2200 1734 | 46 11-3171 2707 No. | Reg:No. | Fosition
04 11-2706 1885 | 47 20-1828 2722 /3 | 13-1813 3282
05 12-0405 1901 | 48 12-1262 2725 74 | 11-0873 3286
06 11-3497 1915 [ 49 11-4293 2729 /5 | 11-2639 3287
07 16-0123 1921 | 50 20-0589 2733 /6 | 12-0669 3288
08 11-3055 1946 | 51 11-1310 2734 77 | 12-3200 3289
09 13-4350 1953 | 52 11-1807 2764 78 | 20-0323 3310
10 13-0227 2016 | 53 19-0105 2772 79 | 17-0011 3317
11 20-0737 2102 |54 11-3691 2793 80 | 11-0716 3321
12 11-1520 2116 | 55 18-0438 2820 81 23-0119 3364
13 13-0104 2180 | 56 11-3145 2892 82 | 13-3676 3383
14 22-0580 2187 | 57 15-0305 2928 83 | 13-000/ 3401
15 15-2654 2201 | 58 12-3522 2962 64 | 13-4793 3428
16 15-1173 2200 |59 11-1696 2969 85 | 11-3703 3432
17 13-4126 2242 | 60 11-3735 2973 86 | 18-0279 3443
18 11-2297 2302 | 61 13-4005 2988 87 | 12-0579 3474
19 12-3776 2308 | 62 19-0544 3016 88 | 11-0822 3482
20 11-3487 2314 | 63 22-0171 3041 89 | 19-0628 3489
21 13-1907 2324 | 64 13-2114 3057 20 | 20-2129 3492
22 11-2394 2348 | 65 12-2737 3165 N | 22-0735 3528
23 18-0589 2361 | 66 13-1848 3189 92 | 13-0039 3538
24 11-2082 2363 | 67 13-2003 3213 93 | 19-0146 3555
25 11-4219 2376 | 68 15-1994 3219 94 | 12-4870 3562
26 20-1979 2378 | 69 12-1135 3222 95 | 13-1533 3581
27 12-0338 2388 | 70 13-2659 3234 26 | 13-040] 3592
28 13-4712 2392 |71 11-4341 3243 97 | 13-3601 3601
29 17-0003 2412 |72 12-0961 3252 98 | 23-0241 3647
30 11-1065 2421 [Total=72 9 | 11-3137 3653
31 15-3037 2445 100 11-3621 3654
32 19-1016 2451 101 | 12-0668 3658
33 13-1548 2495 102 | 11-2496 3674
34 18-0746 2497 103 | 24-0402 3683
35 25-0597 2515 104 | B 3685
36 12-1545 9544 105 12-1324 3688
37 13-3040 2585 106 | 12-3114 3702
38 11-2120 2596 107 | 22-0227 3721
39 12-1792 2598 108 12-5203 3731
40 11-3391] 2626 109 12-2340 3732
41 11-4345 2627 110 13-0269 3749
A2 15-0681 2631 111 1] ‘2‘51 6 3?66
43 21-1988 2634 112 | 12-2328 3794

Total =40

The applications of the Poor and Meritorious Students will be sent to the Director General of Health Services, Dhaka
as per govt, rule and result will be published later on. The applications of the Freedom Fighter Quota will be sent to

the Governing Body

serve basis upto December 02, 2010.
Full merit position of the applicants can be viewed in the college website i.e. www. bmc-bd.org and in the

college notice board.

and the result will be published later on. Foreign Students will be admitled as lirst come [irst
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