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US ofters Israel incentive plan
for settlement freeze

BBC ONLINE . |

The US has offered Israel a
package of incentives in
exchange for a settlement
construction freeze in the West
Bank, diplomatic sources say.

Under the reported plan,
Israel would stop construction
for 90 days in the West Bank but
notin East Jerusalem.

The Israeli cabinet is now
considering the package.

The settlement row threat-
ens to derail direct Israeli-
Palestinian peace talks, which
resumed in the US in
September after a break of
almost 20 months.

Israel and the US have not
commented on the details of
the plan.

It was discussed when US
secretary of State Hillary
Clinton met Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
in New York on Thursday, BBC
State Department correspon-
dentsays.

According to the diplomatic &
sources, the plan includes a US
pledge not to seek any exten- 5
sion to the settlement-building #
freeze beyond 90 days.

In return, Washington
reportedly offered Israel vari-
ous security guarantees and
commits itself to fighting
international resolutions
critical of Israel.

Peace talks between Israelis

of Salem, east of Nablus yesterday.

and Palestinians stalled a few

weeks after their resumption,
as Israel's 10-month construc-
tion freeze in the West Bank

expired on 26 September.

The Palestinians - backed by
the Arab League - have pledged
not to return to the talks without
a full settlement construction
freeze, but have given US nego-

tiators until early November to
tryto break the impasse.
Washington has been trying
desperately for two months to
revive deadlocked peace talks,

Palestinians extinguish fire at an olive tree grove that was allegedly set ablaze by Jewish settlers n thennrlhern West Bank village

and the reported 90-day freeze
may be enough to get the
Palestinians back to the nego-
tiating table, our correspon-
dent says.

Berlusconi seeks
confidence vote

AP, Rome

Italian Premier Silvio Berlusconi pledged on
Saturday to put his government to a make-or-
break confidence vote to see if his weakened
coalition still has enough support in
Parliament to survive.

Berlusconi wrote to the presidents of the
Senate and the lower Chamber of Deputies
saying he decided to seek the crucial vote in
view of the planned pullout next week from his
Cabinet of ministers loyal to breakaway ally
Gianfranco Fini.

If Berlusconi loses a confidence vote, he
must resign. If the center-right leader can't
assemble another government, President
Giorgio Napolitano can call early elections,
widely expected to be held early next spring.

But the premier insisted that before he puts
his government's survival on the line,
Parliament must first pass legislation providing
for Italy's national budget. Lawmakers have
been trying for weeks to come up with budget
cuts all the while worried voters will punish
them at the polls if elections come soon.

No date was set for the confidence votes. Itis
not clearwhen the budget will be approved.

By resorting to confidence votes, "the gov-
ernment intends to verify if it still enjoys the
backing of the Senate, and immediately after-
ward, that of the Chamber of Deputies,”
Berlusconiwrote.

Fini, who is Chamber president and co-
founder with Berlusconi of the main coalition
People of Freedom party, has demanded
Berlusconi's resignation.

Berlusconi swept to victory in 2008 parlia-
mentary elections that gave him comfortable
margins in the legislative chambers. But his
nasty feuding with Fini, over what the Chamber

leader has complained is Berlusconi's too-
strong hand in controlling the party, rocked the
coalition.

Napolitano voiced approval Saturday of
Berlusconi's plan to wait for budget passage
and then seek the confidence vote before deal-
ing with what the presidential palace called the
"political crisis."

Fini's followers backed Berlusconi in a
confidence vote in late September, temporarily
staving off the prospect of early elections. The
premier won with a pitch for support to avoid
political instability at a time of global financial
woes.

In seeking a confidence vote now,
Berlusconi might be gambling that centrists
now outside his coalition could be tempted to
join a new government headed by him in return
forimportant Cabinet posts.

"I'm more optimistic than before" about the
government's survival, said Interior Minister
Roberto Maroni, a leader of Berlusconi's main
coalition partner, the anti-immigrant Northern
League.

Berlusconi is intent on passing a justice
reform law that critics say is tailored-designed
to help him in judicial troubles stemming from
the billionaire's media empire.

Besides betrayal by allies, the 74-year-old
Berlusconi has been stung by allegations of
involvement with prostitutes and with a 17-
year-old Moroccan girl who was among many
young women invited to soirees at his private
residences.

On Friday, Italy's center-left opposition, so
far unable to capitalize on Berlusconi's set-
backs, presented a no-confidence motion
against the premier. No date was set for debate
on that motion.
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@@ ESSENTIAL DRUGS COMPANY LIMITED

395-397, TEJGAON INDUSTRIAL AREA

DHAKA-1208.
Dated 14/11/2010

Tender Notice for Purchase of Car & Microbus for Dhaka Plant

Well reputed Vehicle dealers or importer are invited for submission of best

competitive price offer for 02 Nos. Car & 02 Nos. Microbus as per
specifications stateg below:

Brand : Toyota Microbus NOAH, Duel AC

01 No.
Model : 2007/2008

CC : 2000

Seating Capacity : 08

Colour : Silver/White/Black
Brand ;: TOYOTA Townace
Model : 2007/2008

CC : 1800 VVT-i

Seating Capacity : 08

Colour : Silver/White/Black
Brand : TOYOTA Premio Car
Grade : FL PKG Ltd.

Model : 2007/2008

CC : 1500 VVT-i

Seating Capacity : 05

Colour : Silver/White/Black
Brand : TOYOTA Corolla AXIO - G Car
Model ;: 2007/2008

CC : 1500

Seating Capacity : 05

Colour : Silver/White/Black

The offer may be dropped in the tender Box kept at the Purchase
Departments ,EDCL, Dhaka office till 11.00 AM on 12/12/2010 which will
be opened on 12/12/2010 at 11.30 AM. Price should be kept valid for
30(thirty) days from the date of opening of the tender. Tender should
accompany an Earnest Money @ 2.5% through Pay Order in favour of
Essential Drugs Company Limited, Dhaka from any schedule Bank which
will be converted as security deposit for the successful bidder.

Delivery should be taken directly from the Chittagong Port in presence of
our officials.

EDCL authority reserves the right to accept or reject any or all the tenders
without assigning any reason whatsover.

Md. Feroze-ul-Alam

Director Operation & Incharge

Planning & Procurement Deptt.

For : Managing Director

Foreign influence
behind Iraq's
power-sharing
pact: Analysts

AFP, Baghdad

Iraq's power-sharing deal, hailed as a sign of its factions coming
together, is more a result of foreign powers' influence and was

pushed in particular

by the United States and Iran, analysts say.

The still-fragile pact has resulted in Nuri al-Maliki being
awarded a second term as prime minister and finally raised the
prospect of a government being formed in a country that has
lacked a new administration since polls in March.

But while the deal illustrates the balance of power in the
region, analysts say it may also have been part of an effort by the
United States and Iran, the two biggest foreign players in Iraqi
politics, to clear the decks for talks on the Islamic republic's
controversial nuclear programme next month.

"The agreement came as a result of the confluence of various
international and regional issues,” said Ehsan al-Shammari, an

Iraqi political expert.

"Iran was facing off with Washington and obstructing its efforts
to form a government over the past few months. But now;, it appears
to be more flexible because it needed to conclude this issue as a
prelude to addressingits nuclear issue through negotiations.”

Shammariadded: "The external and the internal situation (in

Iraq) cannotbe separated.”

On Friday, EU diplomacy chief Catherine Ashton agreed to
resume long-stalled nuclear talks between the major powers and
Iran on December 5, although the venue has yet to be agreed.

Ashton represents Britain, China, France, Germany, Russia
and the United States in the talks aimed at allaying Western
concerns that Iran’s civilian nuclear programme is cover for a
weapons drive, something Tehran denies.

With those talks less than a month away, one Iraqgi MP said
Iran and the United States wanted to resolve the political stale-
mate in Baghdad so that they could move on.

Obama to push
for START in
'lame duck’
Congress

REUTERS, Yokohama

President Barack Obama said
yesterday he would push hard
to get the US congress to
approve a new START weap-
ons treaty with Russia and
stressed the former Cold War
foes were now cooperating
closelyon keyissues.

Obama and Russian
President Dmitry Medvedev
also discussed a possible veto
by Russian foe Georgia of
Russia's entry to the World
Trade Organisation, which
Obama has backed under his
administration’'s "reset”
policy to repair US-Russia
ties.

"I reiterated my commit-
ment to get the START treaty
done during the lame duck
session and I communicated
to Congress that it is a top
priority,"” Obama said after
meeting Medvedev on the
sidelines of the APEC summit
inYokohama.

Obama is racing to get the
treaty approved before the new
congress convenes in January,
after his Democratic Party
suffered major setbacks in this
month's midterm elections
that will substantially shrink its
senate majority.

Obama added that Russia
was being an "excellent
partner” on issues important
to the United States. The
START treaty and the
advance in stalled WTO entry
talks are seen in Russia as the
biggest successes of the
"reset” policy.
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