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SC sits Nov 29
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isill, told journalists that he did

not ask the apex court to stay
the HC verdict since Khaleda
had already done that in her

appeal filed on November 8.
He argued that even though

the Supreme Court did not stay
the HC verdict, the HC order
remains stayed until the appeal
isdisposed of.

As per the rules, a petitioner
gets 60 days' time after the HC
delivers a verdict to file an
appeal, TH Khan said. The HC
gave only 30 days' time to
vacate the house, which is a
serious matter, he added.

However, a number of legal
experts said thereisnolegal bar
for the government to evict
BNP chief Khaleda Zia from the
cantonment house since the
SC did not stay the HC verdict.
They, however, said the govern-
ment should not take any
action since her appeal is

pending with the apex court.
They said it would be wise

for the government to wait
until the SC passes an order on
the appeal.

Attorney General
Mahbubey Alam said the 5C
did not pass any stay order on
the HC verdict and it is now up

to the government whether it
would evict Khaleda from the

house after November 12.
The HC verdict cannot be

stayed unless the Supreme
Court says it is stayed, he
argued.

He said he would be able to
shed more light on the matter

once he has the copy of the 5C
order.

Eminent jurist M Zahir told
The Daily Star that as the SC
has fixed a date to continue
hearing the appeal, the govern-
ment should be respectful to
the court and wait for its deci-
sion.

Not implementing a High
Court verdict when there is an
appeal against it pending with
the SC is a common practice,
he said.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina's Special Assistant

Mahbubul Alam Hanif told The
Daily Star that it was the
Cantonment Board that issued

Khaleda the notice and it will
decide whether to evict her or

Delwar
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The BNP leader said Khaleda's
cantonment house is a settled
issue but the government is
politicising the matter to evict
the party's chairperson from
the house.

“You [govt] can harass the
opposition but will never
succeed,” he noted.

Talking about public sup-
port for the government,
Delwar said the prime minis-
ter should realise how her
party was being alienated
from people during her last 22
monthsin power.

He urged the government
to return to the democratic
path or else people would oust
it from power.

Swechchhasebak Dal
president Habib un Nabi
Sohel presided over the meet-
ing. BNP leader Khandaker
Mosharraf Hossain, Abdul
Moyen Khan, Sarwari
Rahman, Altaf Hossain
Chowdhury, Abdullah Al
Noman, Zainul Abdin
Farroque, Shahiduddin
Chowdhury Anee, among
others, spoke at the meeting.

allow hertostay.
"The government has no

stance on evicting her from the
cantonment house, but as a
party we want her [Khaleda] to
vacate the house by accepting
the High Court verdict," he
said.

"Leave the house that you
[Khaleda] have occupied
illegally... Go to the Gulshan
residence and get in touch with
people,” said Hanif, also a joint
general secretary of the ruling
Awami League.

During yesterday's hearing,
TH Khan told the Appellate
Division of the SC that he wasill
and unfit to move for the
appeal. He said Khaleda's
lawyer barrister Rafique-ul
Huqg was in Singapore for his

wife's treatment.
Journalists and some law-

yers, who were not in their
gowns, were barred from enter-
ing the courtroom yesterday.

In protest, the newsmen
under the banner of Law
Reporters Forum observed a
30-minute strike at the passage
linking the SC building and
Supreme Court Bar
Association building at

9:10am.
Asked whether there was

any rule barring journalists
from entering the SC court-
rooms, Chief Justice ABM
Khairul Haque told The Daily
Star that there is no such bar.
He also said he has
instructed the SC registrar to
take necessary measures so
that newsmen face no trouble

coming to court.
The cantonment house in

question was given to Khaleda
after her husband president
Ziaur Rahman died in 1981.
The house was government
property before. She, however,
had been living there since
1972 as the army issued the
house to her husband as his
official residence.

DCC
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already been deployed. A

group of veterinary doctors
will also join the teams.

The teams will operate in
the 12 cattle markets in Dhaka.

Executive Magistrate Khalil
Ahmed said no anthrax infec-
tion had been reported since
mid September. "There is
nothing to be afraid of," he
said.

Due to a massive vaccina-
tion programme, the govern-
ment was able to contain
anthrax two months ago and
withdraw the "anthrax alert” on
October 7. The alarm was raised
justbefore Eid-ul-Fitr.

If buyers and sellers suspect
sickness of any cattle, they can
inform the teams and the vets
would look into the matter and
take necessary actions, said
KhalilAhmed.

"No cattle market would be
set up creating obstacles to
vehicular movement. Action
would be taken if people realise
extra toll [hasil] or set up cattle
markets without the approval of
the DCC," headded.

The home ministry on
Tuesday also formed a monitor-
ing cell to prevent extortion
related to cattle transport and
marketing with Additional
Secretary to the ministry Igbal
Khan Chowdhury as its coordi-
nator.

The monitoring cell will
oversee activities from the
control room at the police
headquarters.

Dhaka, Delhi
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joint secretary in charge of

Bangladesh-5ri Lanka-
Myanmar-Maldives division
(BSM) in India's Foreign
Ministry.

Today's meeting is a follow-
up of the directives issued by

Bangladesh Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina and her Indian
counterpart Manmohan
Singh after the former's visit to
Delhi in January this year to
resolve all outstanding land
boundary issues keeping in
view the spirit of the 1974
Land Boundary Agreement
and also to convene the Joint
Boundary Working Group
meet to take this process
forward.

According to Indian gov-
ernment sources, of these
three, there has been progress
on exchange of enclaves. A
joint survey of the enclaves
was undertaken by teams
from India and Bangladesh.
The list of enclaves has been
exchanged. There are
Bangladeshi 51 enclaves
within India and 111 Indian
enclavesin Bangladesh.

Sources said the 1974
Indira-Mujib agreement
remains the basis of a solution
to the boundary issue and
both sides are looking at how
this agreement, if at all, needs
to be modified with time.

They said resolving 6.1 km
undemarcated portion of the
boundary is not a difficult
task. This 6.1 km is in three
patches and officials from two
sides will look into how to

address this amicably, sources
said.

According to sources the
two sides will try to evolve a
new thinking on the issue of
adverse possession. Transfer
of land in some pockets is
difficult and line may have to
be redrawn in those areas,
according to experts.

At present, there is 551.8
acres of Bangladeshi land
under adverse possession of
India, while 226.81 acres of
Indian land is under adverse
possession of Bangladesh.

The Indian side is under-
stood to be keen for a package
deal to address all three
aspects ofthe boudary.

"What we need today is a
new thinking. The success of
the meeting will depend on
how we go about addressing
the unresolved issues. The
idea is to reduce the gap and
proceed to settle the issues
once and for all," a senior
Indian official said.

The JWG will be followed by
a series of meetings between
the land, foreign and home
ministries of the two coun-
tries. A Home Secretary-level
meeting is also likely to be
held in Dhaka in December on
thisissue.

The flurry of meetings, said
sources, is aimed at working
outa

concrete solution to the
festering boundary and
enclave issues ahead of Indian
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh's likely visit to Dhaka in
January next year.

Families
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Nahid said his ministry will
prepare a guide on issues like
stalking and drug addiction for
the teachers who will discuss
thosein classroom.

Stalking of women has
taken a turn for the worse with
a growing number of people
being killed for trying to resist
the menace.

In last nine months, at least
25 women killed themselves to
escape the horror of abuse,
while nine males lost their lives
for standing up against
stalkers, says a report of rights
group Ain O Salish Kendra.

Salma Khan, former chair-
man of the UN Committee on
Elimination of all forms of
Discrimination Against
Women (CEDAW), said at the
roundtable that stalking inci-
dents would not have taken
such an alarming turn, had the
stalkers been punished with an
iron hand.

Social apathy, politics and
patriarchal mentality are the
reasons behind it, she said,
suggesting employment
opportunities for the youths.

Dr Mehtab Khanam, a
psychologist, said families
should educate children on
social and moral values at an
early age when children's
personalities start to develop.

"The problem will never
end unless the families take the
firststep,"” she said.

She also urged reporters to
choose their words carefully
while covering stalking inci-
dents.

Dr Mizanur Rahman, chair-
man of Human Rights
Commission, said stalking
should be considered as a
crime. According to him, the
culture of impunity is the main
reason behind it.

Ayesha Khanam, president
of Bangladesh Mahila
Parishad, suggested moving
forward with a holistic
approach to address the prob-
lem.

Proper implementation of
law together with a massive
cultural movement can stop
stalking, she observed.

Shaheen Anam, executive
director of Manusher Jonno
Foundation, said women are
still considered as weak,
dependent and a commodity
inthe society.

"A campaign should be
launched for changing
women's status in the society,”
shenoted.

AKM Shahidul Haque,
additional inspector general of
police, expressed hope for a
significant change with mobile
courts being empowered to
punish stalkers on the spot.
The relevant law has been
amended recently.

"But, there's no alternative
to waging a social movement,”
he said.

Prothom Alo Joint Editor
Abdul Qaiyum; former
Bangladesh Cricket Captain
Habibul Bashar Shuman;
Soheli Khadiza Azad, chairper-
son of Women and Gender
Studies Department at Dhaka
University; Salma Ali of
Bangladesh National Women
Lawyers' Association
(BNWLA); Mushfiqur Rahman,
principal of Rajuk Uttara
Model S5chool and College;
actress Joya Ahsan; actor
Chanchal Chowdhury; media
personality Abdun Noor
Tusher; and North South
University student Linara
Rahman also spoke at the
programme.

Trader shot
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Corporation, was admitted to
Dhaka Medical College
Hospital.

Mohammad Siraj, an
employee of Rashid, said a
gang of four to five men shot
and robbed Rahid when he
was getting on his motorbike
to go to his Nazirabazar resi-
dence around 10:30pm.

Bongshal Police Station
Officer-in-charge Zamir
Uddin Ahmed confirmed the
incident.

BDR mutiny case
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20 of the 622 accused who
allegedly took control of BDR
Gate No 3 with LMG (light
machine gun) and SMG (sub-
machine gun) during the last
year's bloody mutiny.

Eight of the accused cross-
examined him and then the
court adjourned the trial pro-
ceedings till January 9, 2011.
BDR Deputy Director General
Brig Gen Obaidul Haque who is
heading the three-member
Special Court-8 at the Darbar
Hall of Pilkhana started the
day's proceedings at about
10:30am.

Earlier in the day, 23
accused BDR jawans cross-
examined the first prosecution
witness and complainant of
the case Subedar Fariduddin
Ahmed. In two days-- Monday
and Tuesday-- 44 of the
accused cross-examined him.

Earlier on Sunday,
Fariduddin produced direct
evidence against 63 accused.
However, three more accused
cross-examined him yesterday.

Explore NE India
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The discussion was largely
attended by the businessmen
from Bangladesh and India's
north-easternregion.

In response, Foreign Minister
Dipu Moni said Bangladesh truly
wants to make Chittagong and
Mongla seaports into a business
centre of this region and “we do
not want to use it alone or only
give it to India for use, but we also
wantNepal and Bhutantouseit.”

“Let us grow together...
develop our nations and remove
poverty and hunger from this
regionforever,” shesaid.

The foreign ministersaid there
are tariff and non-tariff barriers to
export Bangladeshi items to
India, but “I firmly believe that
removal of those obstacles is now
a matter of time and it will take
placeverysoon.”

She stressed the need for
revival of old rail, road and river
connectivity between
Bangladesh and India. “There
were links, but those were closed.
Now, we just need to revive the
routes.”

Dipu Moni observed that the
South Asian region is the world's
less connected area and one of
thepoorestregions.

Tripura chief minister also laid
emphasis on connectivity with
Bangladesh and pledged to look
into the demands of Bangladeshi
businessmen for reduction of
tariff and allocating a house to set
up Bangladesh Business Centre
in

He said in the present global
context, there is no scope for any
country to behave like a big
brother. “No one can advance
withthisattitude,” hesaid.

RMG workers
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traffic congestion on both

sides of the highway, causing
sufferings to hundreds of
commuters.

Instead of joining work in
the morning, the workers of
Taha Textile Ltd staged a sit-in
programme inside the factory
at Kabirpur, said Sirajul Islam,
officer-in-charge (OC) of
Ashulia Police Station.

During the sit-in they
chanted slogans demanding
their bonus for upcoming Eid-
ul-Azha plus a month's pay in
advance, the OC said.

Later the workers took to the
streets at 3:00pm and blocked
the Dhaka-Tangail Highway for
nearly two hours disrupting
vehicular movement.

To disperse the agitators and
bring the situation under con-
trol police resorted to trun-

cheon charge.
The workers withdrew the

blockade around 4:30pm after
the factory owners rushed to the
spot and assured them of meet-
ing their demands immediately,
said the OC.

Police said no property was
damaged and none was
arrested during the strike.

Contacted, Abdus Salam
Murshedy, president of
BﬂﬂglﬂdYES% Garment
Manufacturers and Exporters
Association (BGMEA), told The
Daily Star, "According to govern-
ment's order, the new pay
structure will be effective from
November 1 but we are paying
the salary of October which is
why the bonus will be paid in
linewith the old pay structure.”

However, he requested the
owners of the factory to con-
sider the matter on humanitar-
iangrounds.

Earlier on Tuesday, workers
of Cosmopolitan Industries Pvt
Ltd (CIPL) and Universal Sew
Industrial Park in the same area
staged demonstrations to
realise similar demands.

Both India and Bangladesh
should proceed with healthy
competition, headded.

Tripura's Industries and
Commerce Minister Jitendra
Chaudhury in his speech said the
north-eastern region of India has

huge untapped natural resources
in the form of minerals, natural
gas, oil, coal, agri and horticulture
produces, forests, rubberetc.

He said Tripura is a potential
hub for trade with Bangladesh in
the entire northeast India. "It is
surrounded Bangladesh on
three sides that enables easy
access to the eastern, central,
southern regions and to some
extent the north-eastern parts of
Bangladesh fromTripura.”

Jitendra said the expansion of
potential trade and commerce
opportunities would require
improved infrastructure on both
sidesoftheinternational border.

“Even for Bangladesh, it
would be most effective and
economic to improve links in
proximity of Tripura that already
exist,” headded.

The programme was also
addressed by Bangladesh High
Commissioner in New Delhi
Tareq A Karim, Indian High
Commissioner in Dhaka Rajeet
Mitter, President of IBCCI Abdul
Matlub Ahmed, Managing
Director of Tripura Power
Company Sudhindra Kumar
Dube, Chief Secretary of Tripura
SK Panda and Principal Adviser of
CIISSen.

Domestic help
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On information, a team of
police reached the spot at
about 11:30am and sent the
body to Dhaka Medical
College morgue for autopsy,
said Mahbubur Rahman,
officer-in-charge (0OC) of
Tejgaon police Station.
Neighbours said after
hearing the sound, they went
to the spot and found the body
ofthe girl lying on the ground.
The OC also said none was
present in the house during
theincident.

Mobile courts
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brought about in a bid to strap

up the alarming trend of stalk-
ing across the country.

Earlier, home ministry sent
a proposal, to include stalking
in the mobile court law's
scheduled offences, to law
ministry for approval.

The Section says whoever,
intending to insult the mod-
esty of any woman, utters any
word, makes any sound or
gesture, or exhibits any object,
intending that such word or
sound shall be heard, or that
such gesture or object shall be
seen, by such woman or
intrudes upon the privacy of
such woman, shall be pun-
ished with simple imprison-
ment for a term which may
extend to one year, or with fine
orwith both.

The government amended
to the Mobile Court Act for the
93rd time to add the section.

Home Secretary Abdus
Sobhan Sikder told reporters
that the mobile courts will
conduct drives in the stalking-
prone areas.

Earlier, the government
decided to operate mobile
courts in every district against
stalking of girls and women
that recently caused deaths to
a number of people in differ-
ent parts of the country.

Interest rate
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The guideline puts a ban on
deducting money from loans,
at the time of issuance, in the
name of savings, insurance, or
any other category. Currently,
many microlenders deduct at
least 5 percent of loans under
such categories.

Although, at least a 15-day
gap between the dates of
issuing loans and first repay-
ment instalments has been
made mandatory, negotia-
tions between lenders and
borrowers, for a longer gap,
have been allowed. Currently,
borrowers usually start to
repay a week after loan issu-
ance.

MRA also made it manda-
tory to allow at least 50 weeks
time for recovering entire
amounts of general loans
which are issued for a period
of one year.

If any repayment instal-
ment date coincides with a
government holiday, borrow-
ers will repay the dues on the
next instalment date along
with the current instalment.

Microlenders must pay at
least 6 percent interest on
mandatory weekly savings of
borrowers, which must be
announced in advance.

The lenders must calculate
rates of interest on loans in
declining balance method, in
place of the existing flat rate
method.

The regulator will also
classify MFIs into three cate-
gories on the basis of the
maximum rates of interest on
loans, and their costs of fund.

Lenders, whose rates of
interest on loans are no more
than 10 percent higher than
their costs of fund, will be in
category A. Whose interest
rates are 10 to 15 percent
higher than the costs of fund,
will be in category B. Category
C will be those, whose rates of
interest are more than 15
percent higher than the costs
of fund.

Every MFI must have a
specific pay structure, which
must be sent to the authori-
ties.

MRA also announced that
the authorities will provide
various incentives to MFIs
that will take steps to cut loan
interest rates.

In 2009, Microfinance
Transparency, a US-based
agency, found that the effec-
tive rates of interest in
Bangladesh are between 18.75
percent and 51.68 percent.

Effective interest rates
charged by about 75 percent
MFIs are between 31 percent
and 40 percent, while more
than 40 percent of them
charge 4.5 percent, the agency
said.

An MRA study however
found the minimum rate of
effective interest at 24 percent
and the maximum at 41 per-
cent, if payments on savings
and insurance made during
loan commissioning, are not
taken into account.

The minimum rate stands
at 22 percent and the maxi-
mum at 85 percent if the
deductions are considered,
the study found.

Developer
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contract on Tuesday night,
said Monir Uddin, president
ofthe flat owners association.

“According to the deal, the
developer will reconstruct
the building and hand over
the flats by December 2011,
and we will extend coopera-
tion in this regard,” he told
The Daily Star yesterday. The
developer however could not
be contacted over the phone
despiterepeated attempts.

The building still to be
completed leaned to a 17-
storey building next to it on
Sunday night creating panic
among residents of the build-
ingsand local people.

Meanwhile, Rajdhani
Unnayan Kartripakkha is yet to
start demolishing the flawed
structure.

The inquiry committees
formed in this regard visited
the site yesterday morning.

In a related development,
owners of the 13 flats at the
building have taken an initia-
tive for demolition of the struc-
ture.

“We have already made a Tk
17.50 lakh deal with a firm
named Halima Enterprise to
knock down the building and
we are now trying to get Rajuk's
permission for this. The devel-
oper will bear the cost,” Monir
Uddin said.

Rajuk Chief Engineer
Khandokar Salauddin, who
heads a 10-member demoli-
tion supervision team, how-
ever refused to allow them to
do thejob.

“The demolition will be
done under the supervision of
Buet (Bangladesh University of
Engineering and Technology)
experts, and workers of the
owners can be involved in the
work,” he said.

Contacted, head of the Buet
team Prof AMM Shafiullah, said,
“We have observed the building
and we will sit today to work out
propermethod ofdemolishingit.”
TENANTS' DEMAND
President of Bangladesh
Bharatia Odhikar Sangrakkhan
Society Md Shahidullah Patwari
and Secretary General
Kamruddin yesterday
demanded that Rajuk publish a
list of the 5,000 buildings con-
structed in violation of rules.

In a joint statement, they
also demanded making rules
providing for stern action
against those involved in such
mischief.

Admission
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schools. Almost all the head-

masters of the schools
favoured the lottery system,
said meeting sources.

However, admission tests
will be held for students trying
to get into class-II to class-IX
of those schools in the next
academic year.

The meeting also decided
to sell admission forms in
those schools from December
5 to December 14. The tests
would be held on December
19, 20 and 21 and results
would be published on
December 27, they said.

2 robbers
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six security guards in the capi-
tal's suburb Ashulia.

The deceased were identi-
fied as Shahidul Islam, 52, and
Siddiqur Rahman, 40, of
Sirajdikhan upazila in
Munshiganj district.

Shah Alam, his wife Samia
Akhter, son Md Shahriar and
daughter Shahrina Akhter were
knifed by the criminals during
the robbery.

Injured Shahriar said a group
of 10-12 masked robbers
equipped with firearms and
sharp weapons entered their
house, which was under con-
struction, crossing the boundary
wallaround 1:30am.

“As we cried out for help
sensing their presence, the
criminals stabbed us indiscrimi-
nately,” he said.

The g took away cash,
gold ornaments and mobile
phones worth Tk 150,000, he
added.

Hearing their cries, locals
chased the gang and caught the
twoat Deogaonvillage.

At one stage, the mob started
beating them leaving the duo
dead before police could reach
the spot, said Mahbubur
Rahman, officer-in-charge of
Savar Police Station.

Other robbers, however,
managed to escape, police said.

Injured house members were
admitted to alocal hospital while
the bodies of two robbers were
sent to Dhaka Medical College
morgue for autopsy.

Savar police said they man-
aged to trace the identity of two
dacoits from the cellphone of
deceased robber Shahidul.

Shah Alam filed a robbery
case accusing 10-12 unknown
criminals while Sub-Inspector
Aminul Islam of the police sta-
tion filed a murder case accusing
200-300unnamed personsinthe
area.

In Ashulia, a gang of 20-25
robbers looted valuables from
Confidence Knitting Industries
at Kabirpur in[iuring its six secu-
rity guards earlyyesterday.

Factory officials said the
robbers entered the facto
scaling the boundary wall at
about 2:30am and took away
cotton, thread and machinery
parts.

The robbers injured the

security guards as they tried to
resist them, the officials added.

Suu Ky1
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up, is due to be freed on
Saturday, just days after a
widely criticised election that
her party boycotted.

"Wehaven't got any instruc-
tion from superiors for her
release yet. But we are prepar-
ing security plans for
November 13," a government
official told AFP on condition of
anonymity.

Suu Kyi, will not accept
conditions on her freedom if
the military government
releases her this week when her
latest period of detention is due
to end, her lawyer said on
Wednesday.

Suu Kyl voiced opposition
to Myanmar's first election in
20 years, held last Sunday and
easily won, as expected, ? a
party set up by the military. She
has called on her loyalists to
expose electoral fraud, her
lawyer, NyanWin, said.

Her lawyer said Wednesday
she would hold a news confer-
ence at her party's headquar-
ters if freed, suggesting she is
likely to resist any attempt by
the authorities to restrict her
political activities.

US President Barack Obama
dismissed the election as sto-
len while China's Ministry of
Foreign Affairs lauded it as
"peaceful and successful”,
illustrating strengthening ties
between energy-hungry China
and its resource-rich neigh-
bour.

Myanmar's other neigh-
bours and partners in the
Association of South East Asian
(Asean) had urged it to make
the election "fair and inclusive”
and to release Suu Kyi and
more than 2,000 other political
prisoners before the vote.

While that did not happen,
there is speculation she might
be freed from house arrest on
Saturday, when a sentence
imposed last year for the viola-
tion of a security law is due to
end.

"Aung San Suu Kyl must be
released on or before November
13 becauseitisthe daywhen the
house arrest on her expires,”
lawyer Nyan Win, who is also a
spokesman for Suu Kyi's
National League for Democracy
(NLD), told Reuters.

"The release must also be
unconditional because she will
not accept a limited release. As
we all know, she never accepted
limited freedom in the past,” he
said.

When released from a six-
year stint of house arrest in
1995, Suu Kyi was not allowed
to leave the city of Yangon. That
led to confrontations as she
tried to travel to meet support-
ers.

Authorities have not said if
Suu Kyi, daughter of the hero of
Myanmar's campaign for
independence from Britain,
will be freed or not.

The military is guaranteed a
quarter of all seats in the newly
elected assemblies and the
winning party is packed with
former military men who gave
up their uniforms to stand.

Suu Kyi's NLD was officially
disbanded for not taking part
in the polls but she had urged
her members to watch how the
voting went, Nyan Win said.

"She had told NLD leaders
to watch over Sunday's elec-
tions and expose malpractice
and fraud,” he said. "Following
her instructions, we are taking
care ofitnow."

While highly unlikely she
would call for street protests,
her freedom could embolden
E‘mse who might throng to see

er.

Jim Webb, chairman ofa US
Senate subcommittee on East
Asia and one of the few
Westerners praised by the
Myanmar generals, said last
month Washington was split

Lighter ship

FROM PAGE 16 )
latter reached close to the pri-

vate jetty from outer anchorage,
and it drowned gradually as its
hull was cracked.

Other lighter vessels were
trying to recover the cargo and
salvage the sunken vessel.

NZ Corporation Manager
Nurul Amin said the vessel was
carrying cargo for Meghna
Group.

on whether to engage with the
regime and warned that with
continued isolation, Myanmar
would effectively become "a
province of China".

Yet some fear Myanmar's
military regime, headed by
junta chiet Senior General
Than Shwe, may still find an

excuse to extend Suu Kyi's
sentence.

Another official, who also
did not want to be named, said:
"We don't have the order yet. It
will be at the last minute.”

Suu Kyi's detention was
extended by 18 months in
August last year over a bizarre
incident in which an American
swam uninvited to her lakeside
home, where she is under
house arrest, keeping her off
the scene for arare election.

When the softly-spoken but
indomitable opposition leader
was last released in 2002 she
drew huge crowds wherever
she went -- a reminder that
years of detention had not
dimmed her immense popu-
larity.

Her likely release is seen by
observers as an effort by the
regime to deflect criticism of
the election, held on Sunday.

Some former NLD mem-
bers left to create the National
Democratic Force (NDF),
which was weighing its next
move after the junta-backed
Union Solidarity and
Development Party (USDP)
said it had won 80 percent of
the seats.

The largest opposition party
running, the NDF appeared to
have secured only about 10
percent of the more than 160
seats it contested and accused
the USDP of cheating through
its collection of advance votes.

"I'm very sorry because
these acts could further harm
the dignity of our country,”
party chairman Than Nyein
said Tuesday. "Our country has
lacked dignity in the world so
we wanted to restore our pride
with a fair election.”

The Democratic Party, the
second largest pro-democracy
group, appeared not to have
won a single seat in the
national legislature, but chair-
man ThuWai said they "cannot
doanything"

"We are planning to discuss

with other parties after we
collect the data. We will try to
work not only with the NDF but
alsowith other parties,” he said.
One quarter of the seats in
parliament are already
reserved for the military, which
together with its political proxy
looks set to have a comfortable
majority for passing laws and
electing the president.
A new constitution requires
arliament to convene only at
eastonceayear.

Thai officials said
Wednesday that 20,000 refu-
gees had returned to Myanmar
after crossing the border into
Thailand following the out-
break of fighting between
ethnic rebels and government
forcesadayafter the poll.

Chakma Raja
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However, he could not ascertain
how the fire originated. But he
said fanus, a kind of lantern, lit
and released in the sky during
the month long festival of
Kothin Chibor Dan in the area
might beresponsibleforit.

None was at the house when
the fire broke out, he said.

Babul Uddin Sarder, officer-
in-charge of Rangamati Police
Station, said electric shot-circuit
might have caused the fire.

Bitu Chakma, ward-8 coun-
cillor of Rangamati municipal-
ity, said the crown and other
valuable belongings of the
monarchy in the house might
have beenburnt.

Locals said Raja Debashis
oftenresidesin the house.

Late Chakma Raja Bhuban
Mohan Ray in his book Chakma
Raj Bongsher Itihas (History of
Chakma Dynasty) mentioned
that between 12th century and
1737 Rajbari had been relocated
several times within the district.
During Pakistan period, Rajbari
was relocated to the present
place and since thenitwas there.

Tk 700cr
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home Lutfozzaman Babar, who
is on a five-day remand, gave
the information yesterday
during an interrogation at the
Malibagh head office of the
Criminal Investigation
Department (CID), said a
senior official of the intelli-
gence agency wishing ano-
nymity.

Babar however denied
receiving any share of the
amount, said the official of the
CID that is probing two cases
filed in connection with the
arms haul.

The former state minister
claimed he knew everything
but could not interfere in the
matter as it was at the hands of
"higher authorities.”" Babarhad
to execute their orders, said the
CID official quoting him.

"Babar remained silent
when he was asked about the
higher authorities,” said the
intelligence official.

Senior Assistant
Superintendent of Police (CID)
Md Moniruzzaman
Chowdhury, also investigation
officer of the case, said they

spent

interrogated Babar for the third
day.

He declined to give any
details.

Former home secretary
Omar Faruk, DGFI director
Brig Gen Rezzaqul Haider
Chowdhury, NSI director
general Brig Gen (retd) Md
Abdur Rahim, director (secu-
rity) wing commander (retd)
Sahabuddin Ahmed, DIG
(Special Branch) Shamsul
Islam, DIG (CID) Farrukh
Ahmed, NSI director Brig Gen
Enamur Rahman, CMP com-
missioner SM Sabbir Ali had
earlier made confessions to the
court.

Ten truckloads of subma-
chine guns, AK-47 assault
rifles, other firearms and bul-
lets were seized at the
Karnaphuli coastin Chittagong
onApril 2, 2004.

Two cases -- one under the
Special Powers Act for arms
smuggling and the other under
the Arms Act -- were filed with
the Karnaphuli Police Station
the next day against 43 people
with links to the arms haul.



