@The Baily Star

NATIONAL

Stop harassment

Hill people still victim ot
land grabbing: Larma

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Rangamati

Chief of Parbatya
Chattagram Jana Sanghati
Samity (PCJSS) Jyotirindra
Bodhipriya Larma yesterday
said Bangla speaking people
from the plain land are still
grabbing the lands of jummo
(indigenous) people in
Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT)
under the shelter of a vested
interest group.

Security personnel are
maintaining dominance
over the hilly areas in the
name of peacekeeping while
the people of CHT region are
passing their days amidst
insecurity, the PC]SS leader,
who is popularly known as
Santu Larma, said at
'freshers’ reception' on the
campus of Rangamati
Government College.

He was addressing as
chief guest at the event

Santu Larma
organised by the college unit
of Pahari Chhatra Parishad
(PCP), a student front of
PCJSS, in the morning.

Referring to the govern-
ment's decision to set up a
university of science and
technology and a medical
college in Rangamati,
Larma, also chairman of
CHT Regional Council, said
new problems will be cre-
ated in CHT if those institu-
tions are set up without

considering whether CHT
people want them.

"Many indigenous peo-
ple were evicted due to the
creation of Kaptai Dam.
They lost their arable land
and homesteads. The
jummo people do not want
to lose their lands any
more," said the former guer-
rilla leader.

"During the 39 years of
independence, we have
failed to establish a progres-
sive and democratic govern-
ment in the country. And so,
crime and corruption has
grabbed the country and
human right is being vio-
lated everywhere," he
lamented.

Blaming the government
for politicising all the three
hill district councils in CHT,
he said nowadays the poor
people have hardly any
scope to get help or assis-
tance as the ruling party

men are enjoying all the
facilities from the organisa-
tions.

Suggesting the students
to acquire knowledge from
the outside environment
alongside academic educa-
tion to become worthy citi-
zen, Larma called upon
them to come forward for
full implementation of the
CHT deal.

Chaired by Dhiresh
Chakma, a student and
president of PCP Rangamati
College unit, the function
was also addressed, among
others, by civil society leader
Prakriti Ranjan Chakma,
former PCP central presi-
dent Udoyan Tripura, its
central committee general
secretary Sunirmol Dewan
and district secretary Nitol
Chakma.

Later, a band show
programme was held at the
college campus.
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PHOTO: BANK ASIA

Erfanuddin Ahmed, president and managing director of Bank Asia, poses with some 20 recipients of Bank Asia Higher Studies
Scholarship - 2010 at a ceremony at Sugarcane Research Institute in Ishwardi upazila of Pabna district on Saturday.

of innocent
Rupganj villagers

Demands dist law & order body

OuR CORRESPONDENT,
Narayanganj

Members of district law and
order committee yesterday
demanded not to harass any
innocent Rupganj villager in
the cases filed in connection
with the recent clashes
between law enforcers and
villagers.

They also expressed con-
cern as many villagers stayed
away from homes fearing
arrest following separate
cases filed by the police, Rab
and army.

The meeting also blamed
intelligence agencies, as they
failed to inform the authori-
ties in advance about the
tense situation.

It also demanded proper
investigation into the inci-
dent to identify the reasons
behind the unrest and people
involved in the clashes.

Local lawmaker
(Narayanganj-1) Golam
Dastagir Gazi said many
innocent villagers were sued
in the cases.

“Police administration
should announce that no
innocent villager would be
harassed,” demanded the
lawmaker.

Rupganj upazila chair-
man Md Shahjahan Mia said
the probe should focus on
why people from outside the
proposed housing scheme
area joined the clashes. It
should also detect the suppli-
ers of wood sticks of uniform
size and t-shirts among the
agitators, he added.

Shahjahan urged the
district administration to
provide financial assistance
to the families of the injured.

District Commissioner
Md Samsur Rahman chaired
the meeting held at the con-
ference room of his office.
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7-month ban on
jatka catching
starts today

A CORRESPONDENT, Barisal

A seven-month ban on catch-
ing 'jatka’ (hilsa fish less than
23 centimetres in length) from
November to May will start in
all the hilsa-rich areas of the
country including Barisal
from today.

Hilsa develops 2-2.5 centi-
metres in length per month
and starts moving towards the
sea after reaching 15-17cm in
length, said Bankim Chandra,
assistant director of Barisal
office offisheries department.

When they reach 25-28cm
with 300-450 grams weight,
they start returning to sweet
water rivers for laying eggs, he
added.

If onlyl0-20% of jatka
could be saved from catch-
ing, around two lakh tonnes
of matured hilsa worth hun-
dreds of cores taka could be
galned every year, said fish-
eries officials.

The district fisheries

department officials said they
cannot take adequate action
against jatka catchers due to
fund constraint, lack of man-
power and other logistic sup-
portand loopholeinlaw.

Study says that the contri-
bution of hilsa fish to the
country's gross domestic
product is two per cent while
fishing sector provides 9 to 12
per cent of the country's
export earnings.

The government steps,
including year-long ban on
the use of thinly knitted cur-
rent nets, seven months
(November-May) ban on
jatka catching, two months
(March-April) ban of hilsa
fishing in four sanctuaries of
the fish and ten-day (October
15-24) complete ban on hilsa
fishing in seven thousand
kilometre areas, are now
contributing to increasing the
stock of the popular fish in
the country, it adds.

Sust admission
tests on Nov 6

STAFF CORRESPONDENT,
Sylhet

Admission tests for first year
honours courses of 2010-11
session at Shahjalal University
of Science and Technology
(SUST) will be held on
November 6.

Examinations of 'ka' (Fac-
ulties of social science & busi-
ness studies) unit will be held
at 10:00 am and “kha' (sci-
ence) unit at 3:00 pm on the
day.

At least 30,193 candidates
will vie for 1,395 seats in 25
subjects this year. On an aver-
age, 22 students will compete
for each seat, while children of
freedom fighters, adivasi and
others will get 63 seats under
quota system.

Meanwhile, 13,766 candi-
dates have applied under
social science & business
faculty against only 595 seats
and 16,369 are vying for 735

seats under science faculty,
university sources said.

In total, 30,193 forms were
collected through SMS on
mobile phone.

This year, Sust is going to
open three new departments
eelectronics & electrical engi-
neering (EEE), biochemistry &
molecular biology and geog-
raphy & environmental sci-
ence. The quota system in the
admission processis also to be
introduced for the first time,
admission committee sources
informed.

Sust is the first among the
universities to introduce the
system of receiving admission
forms through SMS.

Candidates can get any
admission related information
from the university website
(www.sust.edu/admission)
and hotline 01555555001-5.

Results of the tests will be
published on November 8, the
university authorities said.

Local representatives,
officials of district adminis-
tration and local Awami
League leaders joined the
meeting.

At least 50 people, includ-
ing law enforcers, were
injured in a string of clashes
between villagers and law

enforcers in Rupganj on
October 23 over “forced
purchase of land” by army
officers for a housing
scheme.

A villager died of bullet
wounds at a hospital the
following day, while three
others were reportedly miss-
ingtill yesterday.

Barapukuria
mining comes
to a halt due
to fire incident

UNB, Dina i,

Coal extraction from
Brapukuria mine came to a
halt following a fire incident
at the elevator of the mine on

Managing Director
Mohammad Kamruzzaman
told the news agancy that IC
(integrated circuit) of the
elevator of Phase No 1108 was
burnt in a fire incident on
Saturday evening, making the
liftinoperative.

The elevator is used to lift
miners from deep inside the
mine through shaft.

coal extraction may
resume in 2-3 days after
repair work, he added.

In Thakurgaon, fire gutted
sugarcane on Sseven acres
belonging to a farm of
Thakurgaon Sugar Mills in
Sadar upazila on Saturday

afternoon, reports our
correspondent.

Sources said the fire broke
out at about 4:30pm and soon
engulfed the entire area of the
farm.

On information fire fight-
ers rushed to the spot and
extinguished the fire with the
help of local people after an
hour of hectic efforts.

The reason behind the fire
could not be known immedi-
ately.

The farm owners esti-
mated the damage caused by
thefire atabout 3 lakh.
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SNAPS AND SNIPPETS

Sec 144 in Dumuria

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

Section 144 was imposed in Dumuria upazila from 6:00am to
10:00pm yesterday as the two factions of thana BNP called
separate meetings at the same time and same venue. President
group of Dumuria upazila unit BNP called a meeting at 3:00pm
in bus stand area as part of its month long programme.
Meanwhile, secretary group called another meeting at the
same place and same time. Apprehending possible clash
between the two factions of BNP local administration

imposed Section 144 in the area.
11T

PHOTO: COURTESY
Chairman of Parliamentary Standing Committee on Agriculture

Shawkat Momen Shajahan inaugurates an arsenic-free safe
drinking water project under PROBAHO launched by British
American Tobacco Bangladesh in Sakhipur upazila of Tangail
district recently.

Absconding accused held

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Satkhira

Police arrested an absconding accused in connection with shrimp
cultivator Mahadev Sarkar murder case on Saturday night.
Arrestee Shib Pada Sarkar is son of Shukdev Sarkar of village
(GGachhainTalaupazila. Heis an activist of outlawed Purba Banglar
Communist Party (PBCP-Jana Juddha faction) and a charge
sheeted accused in Tala Upazila BNP president murder case.
Acting on a secret information, police arrested Shib Pada from
(Gachha area on Saturday night, police said. Criminals hurled
bombs on Mahadev Sarkar of village Gachha while he was coming
from his shrimp enclosure in the same area leaving him dead on
the spot at about 9:00 pm on April 15, 2008. Since then he was
absconding, Patkelghata officer-in-charge (OC) Helal Uddin said.

MBA admission test

RU CORRESPONDENT

Admission test of MBA (evening) programme under Accounting
and Information System Department of Rajshahi University
(RU) will be held on December 17. Application forms will be
available from November 01 and last date of submission is
December 13. At a press conference yesterday at Rajshahi
University Journalists' Association (RUJA) office, departmental
authorities said admission seekers will have to submit applica-
tions along with attested academic certificates and two copies of
passport size photographs to submit to the departmental office
within last date during office hours from 8:30am to 2:00pm. For
further information, admission seeker can contact departmen-
tal office orcall 0721-750041-9,01916-511700.

Outlaw arrested

OuR CORRESPONDENT, Narail

Police arrested a regional leader of outlawed Biplobi
Communist Party (BCP) of Khulna division at dead of night on
Saturday. The arrestee is Bipul Boiragi, 48, of Agdiachar village.
Acting on a secret information, Narail police raided a house
owned by Bikash Biswas of village Ramnagarchar under Korola
union in Narail Sadar upazila and arrested Bipul, known as
regional military commander of outlawed BCE He is an
accused in seven cases of murder and bomb attacks in differ-
ent areas of Khulna division. Bipul was being interrogated till
filing of this report yesterday afternoon.
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Khulna Water Supply & Sewerage Authority
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