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Master Painters

Artists: Zainul Abedin,
Quamrul Hassan, SM

Solo Photography
Exhibition

Sultan Title: Wedding Diary
Venue: Art Gallery, Photographer: Prito Reza
National Museum, Venue: Drik Gallery, H 58,
Shahbagh Rd 15/A {new), Dhanmondi
Date: October 8- Date: October 28-
November 6 Movember 5

Time: 10am-8pm Time: 3-8pm

Solo Art Exhibition

Title: Dematerialization of
Reality

Jazz Concert

Artiste: Christina Bjordal
and Helge Lien (Norway)

Organiser: Royal Artist: Kazi Salahuddin Ahmed
Norwegian Embassy, Venue: La Galerie, Alliance
Dhaka Francaise de Dhaka, 26,
Venue: National Theatre Mirpur Road, Dhanmondi

Hall, Shilpakala Academy Date: October 29-

Date: November 1 November 11

Time: 7pm Time: 3-9pm

Sukumar Ray
Breaking ground with

literary nonsense

Bengali poet, storywriter and
playwright Sukumar Ray was
perhaps the most famous
practitioner of “literary non-
sense” in the subcontinent.
He is often compared to Lewis
Carroll. His works such as the
collection of poems
“Aboltabol”, novella
“HaJaBaRala”, short story
collection “Pagla Dashu” and
play “Chalachittachanchari”
are considered nonsense
masterpieces equal in stature
to “Alice in Wonderland”, and
are regarded as some of the
greatest treasures of Bangla
literature. Close to a century
after his death, Ray remains
one of the most popular
among children's writers in
both West Bengal and Bangla-
desh.

Today marks 123rd birth
anniversary of Sukumar Ray.

He was son of the famous
children's storywriter
Upendrakishore Ray
Chowdhury and father of the
iconic filmmaker Satyajit Ray.
Sukumar Ray was also known
as the convenor of “Monday
Club”, a weekly gathering of
likeminded people at the Ray
residence, where the mem-
bers were free to
express their irrever-
ent opinions about
the world atlarge.

Born in an era,
which can be called
the pinnacle of the
Bengal Renais-
sance, he grew up
in an environment
that fostered his liter-
ary talents. His father
was a talented writer of
stories and popular science;
painter and illustrator
extraordinaire; musician and
composer of songs; a pioneer-
ing technologist and astrono-
mer., Upendrakishore was
also a close friend of
Rabindranath Tagore, who
directly influenced
Sukumar. Among other
noted family friends were
Jagadish Chandra Bose and
Prafulla Chandra Roy.
Upendrakishore studied the

technology of block-making,
conducted experiments, and
set up a business of making
quality blocks.

In 1906, Sukumar Ray grad-
uated with Honours in Physics
and Chemistry from the Presi-
dency College, Kolkata. He
was trained in photography
and printing technology in
England and was a pioneer of
photography and lithography
in undivided India. While in
England, he also delivered
lectures about the songs of
Rabindranath before he
[Tagore] won the Nobel Prize.
Sukumar had also drawn
acclaim as an illustrator. As a
technologist, he also devel-
oped new methods of half-
tone block-making, and tech-
nical articles about this were
published in journals in Eng-
land.

Upendrakishore started a
publishing firm, which
Sukumar and his brother
Subinay helped to run. While
Sukumar went to England to
learn printing technology,
Upendrakishore set up a
printing press with facilities
for high-quality halftone
colour block-making and
printing. He also launched the
children's magazine,
“Sandesh”. Soon after
Sukumar's return from Eng-

land, Upendrakishore
passed away, and

Sukumar ran the

printing and pub-

lishing businesses
and the
“Sandesh” maga-
zine for about
eight years.

Apart from the cul-
tural and creative activities,
Sukumar Ray was also a leader

of the reformist wing in the
Brahmo Samaij.

Ray died in 1923 of severe infec-
tious fever, 'Leishmaniasis', for
which there was no cure at the time.
His son Satyajit Ray would later shoot a
documentary on Sukumar Ray in
1987, five years before his own death.
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“Rooted Creativity-6” begins
at Bengal Gallery
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Everyday 12 pm to 8 pm

Nasim Ahmed Nacvi
GolamEan”  “shul

—

Participating artists at the press conference.

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
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Bengal Gallery's “Rooted Creativity-6", a
group art exhibition, which is a part of
the celebration of the gallery's 10th
anniversary, began yesterday. The show
will run till November 9.

The participating artists are Nasim
Ahmed Nadvi, Golam Faruque Bebul,

Ahmed Shamsuddoha, Wakilur Rahman,
Saidul Haque Juise, Atia Islam Anne, Md.
Moniruzzaman, Mohammad Igbal,
Mustafa Zaman and Ronni Ahmmed.

On the occasion, a press conference
was held at the gallery's café on October
28. Subir Chowdhury, director of Bengal
Gallery of Fine Arts; artists Nasim Ahmed
Nadvi, Ahmed Shamsuddoha, Saidul
Haque Juise, Atia Islam Anne,

Mohammad Igbal and Mustafa Zaman,
among others, spoke at the conference.
Sarwar Jahan, general manager (admin-
istration) of the gallery, briefed the
media on the works included in the
exhibition.

Secretary to the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, Mijarul Quayes, inaugurated the
exhibition. Noted painter Hashem Khan
was present as the chief guest.

Drum beats

Profile of instrument-maker Taposh Chandra

AZIBOR RAHMAN, Jhenidah
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Taposh Chandra Das' life changed for-
ever when his father, a musical instru-
ment-maker, died in 2002 at the age of
64. Caught in the vicious grip of hard-
ship, his brother and he had little choice
but to take up the same profession as
their father.

Taposh has turned out to be versatile
instrument-maker. He puts his remark-
able skills to use by making drums, congo,
bongo, nal, kati dhol, dugi, tabla, khol,
Bangla dhol, dholok, bhaber baya and
dhak. His reputation has spread far and
wide; today his instruments make their
way to Dhaka, Rajshahi, Magura, Faridpur,
Kushtia and as far as Chittagong.

Taposh told this correspondent that
wholesalers from Kushtia, Chuadanga,
Magura and Faridpur often flock to him
for his superbly crafted musical instru-
ments. Now he makes 20/22 sets of khol,
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Taposh (centre) and his brother Tapan at work.

brother Tapan, pitches in to help him
when demand is high.

Taposh said it costs him Taka 950 to
make a pair of dugi tabla, which sells
forTaka 1,150, while congo and bongo

PHOTO: STAR

They live in a rented house and
Taposh maintains the family on his
meagre income. Taposh added that he
aspires to be an ace musical instru-
ment-maker by further refining his

ten sets of dugi etc. His 13-year-old

skills.

cost Taka 2,600 and sell at Taka 3,200.
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Daruchini Dwip
On Channeliat01:05pm
Bangla Feature Film
Cast: Abdullah Al Mamun,
Riaz, Momo

Garbo: Gao Pran Khuley Gao

The Incredibles
On Zee Studio at 09:30pm On Banglavision at 09:10pm
Genre: Animation Talent hunt for garment workers

Cast: Craig T. Nelson,
Holly Hunter




