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left in the lurch

Five flights delayed, over 46 pilots claimed to be sick; striking
pilots given 48 hours to join work or face consequences

RASHIDUL HASAN and SOHEL PARVEZ,

The Biman pilots’ strike has left hundreds
of passengers home and abroad in the
lurch as flight delays have been ranging
between 10 and 27 hours.

There is still no light at the end of the
tunnel as the pilots and the management
of Biman Bangladesh Airlines stand their
ground. The management even decided
to go tough on pilots and gave a 48-hour
ultimatum to its pilots to rejoin work.

Five flights were delayed between 10
and 27 hours yesterday after over 46 pilots
ofthe national flag carrier have claimed to
be sick since Tuesday. They are protesting
against the withdrawal of four Biman
cockpit crew from flight duty.

Hajj flights, however, remained out of
the purview of the strike.

More than 500 passengers, including
Bangladeshi migrant workers, had to face
the delays in Dhaka yesterday. Some
migrant workers even resorted to demon-
strations at Shahjalal International
Airport fearing they would lose their

overseas jobs due to the delays
"l am scared, I may lose my job if I fail

to reach Kuwait in time," said a migrant

worker declining to publish his name.
Biman passengers who were supposed

to be on their way to Kuala Lumpur and
Muscat yesterday would have to wait till
10:00pm today for the Kuala Lumpur

flight and 1:00pm for the Muscat flight.
Biman passengers heading to London

and Kolkata also had to wait at the airport

for hours yesterday.
The stand off between the pilots and

Biman management has been continuing

for the last six days with the passengers
having to bear the brunt.

The pilots and the management are in
a feud over benefits for pilots aged
between 57 and 62 years. The pilots say
Biman extended their working age but
took away alot of benefits.

The matter is pending with a court.
Biman said it is not interested in going

for a settlement with its crew.

On the other hand, cockpit crew said
they would continue the strike and would
not sit at the negotiation table unless the
management cancels its recent duty-
suspension orders against four pilots and
show-cause noticesissued to some others.

With the government staying quiet
about the issue, Biman board of directors
sat for an emergency meeting yesterday

SEE PAGE 15 COL 7
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Brokers
blamed

STAR REPORT

Awami League lawmaker from
and former army chief Maj Gen
put the blame of Rupganj

sellingland to the army.

people scared.

"When I heard the brokers * chjef after Saturday's clashes between villagers

" and law enforcers over “forced purchase of

A e et v At b : land” for the housing scheme in Rupganj of

holding meetings the brokers Narayanganj.

and housing companies took : also holds the defence portfolio, directed

the opportunity because they .
did not want that the dispute to -

be resolved,” said Shafiullah, :

are taking huge sum of money; |
initiated to solve the problem.

also aformerlawmaker.

it's the brokers who created
the problem.

Normalcy is gradually .
being restored in Rupganj |
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officials to go ahead with their self-financed
housing project in Rupganj after ensuring that
the locals do not feel aggrieved, said military

She had a talk about the issue with the army

Then on Tuesday, the prime minister, who

senior officials to continue the project buton a

lesserscale.
She also asked them to be careful not to vio-

Lawmaker Golam Dastagir . late any laws while implementing the project.

said there is no problem if |
army wants to buy land, but -
. Financed Housing Scheme for the Army”.

The proposed development in Rupganj is
part of a long-term mega project titled “Self-

It is the first in a series of residential neigh-
bourhoods the army plans to develop across
the country forits officers and other staff.

Similar schemes might be implemented in
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Green light from PM

: Top officials advised to reduce Rupganj project size

Rupganj Gazi Golam Dastagir -

(retd) KM Shafiullah yesterday - significantly; more projects mulled in other locations

. JULFIKAR ALI MANIK and SHAKHAWAT LITON
violence on brokers, who were *
. Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has asked army

Shafiullah said the brokers °
wanted to make the sale -
quickly so that they could get .

more benefit, but it made the - ¢oyrees.

Barisal, Keraniganj and Savar, and they might
take around 20 years to be completed, sources
in the army said.

Around 1,400 bighas of land was already
purchased for the project in Rupganj before
Saturday's violence.

In the wake of the clashes, army officials
have temporarily stopped purchasing land
there. Their original target was to buy around
12,000 bighas.

The Rupganj incident sent the army author-
ities trying to figure out what went wrong. After
much deliberation, they identified misman-
agement as one of the reasons for the mess-up.
They also concluded they should have tried the
civilian way to buy civilian lands.

The high-ups also reviewed the ambitious
housing project, and are now weighing up new
strategies to implement it.

“The project might be split into several
parts. Besides Rupganj, some other sites on the
outskirts of the capital might be included in it.
A decision in this regard is likely to come soon,”
said an officer.

SEE PAGE 15 COL 1

This newly built three-storey building in a jheel at Norda, Dakkhinkhan collapsed on a tin-roof house Tuesday night.

PHOTO: ANISUR RAHMAN

BUILDING ON JHEEL

Close shave
for tenants

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

PROSPERITY SCORE
Bangladesh

slips to 96th
position

MD FAZLUR RAHMAN

Bangladesh has slipped

Mizanur Rahman has just finished constructing his three-storey
building in a jheel (a long pool of water) at Norda in the capital's
Dakkhinkhan area. He had also rented it out to tenants who were

supposed to move in from Monday next.

The building toppled on a tin-shed house at the edge of the
jheel Tuesday night. However, no one has been reported injured

Or missing.

The residents of the tin-shed house, Jyotsna Begum and her
two daughters, were miraculously saved as they were all in a
room, which did not crumble under the collapsed building.

nine places to 96th on a
list of the world's most
successful countries,
mainly due to lower per-
formances in education,
personal freedom, health,
and safety and security.
The country stood 87th
in the 2009 ranking of
Prosperity Index, a survey
SEE PAGE 15 COL 4

The mother and daughters moved to a new house, as their for-
mer onewas severelydamaged and no longer suitable for living.

During a spot visit, it was seen that the building lacked proper
foundation and the site is three feet under water. Mizanur had

erected the structure on 18 six-feet-long pillars each of which

stood on a four square feet of concrete plates.

Locals said they warned Mizanur not to construct a building

onsuch pillars.

Some more one-storey houses have been built there filling up
a portion of the jheel while many other plots are there demar-

cated with concrete poles.

When contacted over the phone and asked about the
Rajdhani Unnayan Kartripakkha permission for the structure,

Mizanur switched off his cellphone.

Fire fighters, police and people from Dhaka Electric Supply
Authority rushed to the spot around 9:00 that night. They, how-
ever, did not move the rubble, as there were no casualty or miss-

ing people.

Power supply in the area had to be cut off for the night since

the building collapsed snapping electric cables.

On June 1 this year, 25 people were killed and many others
injured as a five-storey tin-made structure collapsed on nearby

tin-shed houses in the capital's Begunbari area.

Star news
on Nokia

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

The Daily Star yesterday

launched a mobile news
application -- The Daily
Star Widget -- in partner-
ship with handset maker
Nokia, the first of its kind
in the Southeast and Asia

Pacificregion.

Thanks to the locally
developed application,
Nokia users now can
access any news update
from The Daily Star.

MORE IN STAR BUSINESS

Tougher

law soon
Vows PM

UNB, Dhaka

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina |
yesterday said the govern- -
ment would enact tougher law -
to prevent stalking, a malady :
that causes unpleasant inci- .

dents in the society. -
“None will be spared, we -

will enact tougher law to stop .
this menace,” she told the °
Bangladesh Freedom Fighters °
Central Command Council- -
District and Upazila -
Command at the Army :

Stadium in the city.
Referring to the tragic .

SEE PAGE 15 COL 6 .

- life for protesting stalking.

. The mnther (middle) of these four daughters paid dearly with her

PHOTO: REZAUL KARIM

Bike-riding stalker
kills a mother

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Faridpur

A motorbike-riding stalker ran
over and killed a mother for
protesting his harassing her
two daughters in Madhukhali

upazilahere onTuesday.
Deceased Chanpa Rani

Bhowmik, 45, an employee of
Faridpur Sugar Mill and wife of
Swapan Biswas, was run over
by Rony Saha, son of Ratan
Saha of the upazila, police and

relatives of the victim said.
Chanpa's killing came just
three days after the sad demise
SEE PAGE 7 COL 1

PRESS COUNCIL VERDICT

Test recommended for

aspiring journos

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Press Council observed.

The code of conduct set by the Press Council

www.shahmbi.com

o N
SMBI: 15t Year

Bangladesh Press Council has recommended
arranging an entrance examination for those
willing to take up journalism as a profession.
The council made the observation in the
verdict of a case against a weekly newspaper,
said a handout of the Press Information

Department yesterday.
It is time to prevent anyone from taking up

journalism as a profession without obtaining a
certificate similar to that issued by the Bar
Council or Medical and Dental councils, the

for journalists is not enough, it said.
Md Motiur Rahman, joint commissioner of the

Customs Department, filed a case against Sheersha
Kagoj, a Dhaka-based weekly, for publishing a
series ofreportslabelling him as "corrupt”.

He also alleged that the newspaper did not

publish his rejoinders correctly.
The newspaper however claimed before the

Press Council that the news reports were based
on facts.
SEE PAGE 15 COL 2

TG SOEed (ot

RDED-a @3 31 T #le BErle
TG, SIS O S T

@he Baily

Get the latest
news updates
on your Nokia Smartphone

NOKIA

Download The Daily Star widget
from http://store.ovi.com

s GTS @Al A= TP P ACA TS

SHAH MARINE & BUSINESS INSTITUTE

e Marine Institute.

Qo= -Freara=i

e Srasee &h

Plax

Star §

Star Lifestyle

ASIATIC JWT/Nokia/10/2010

www.stc.ac.uk

‘66 A" q ot i

O 5 T S -0

sTET T TE MR N g5 Rure | | S8 o endicie RS QPIOREE: (%) T 0o TRA 2030 BIRTY A
ae 3¢9 | (¥) Trwiew caraTet 3 sfee e s afies

Academic artner =
SOUTH TYNESIDE COLLEGE, UK
mmmhmmmmmmLi ‘ | Since:1837 )
STC, UK: 2nd Year
@3 T (RE @ fics 2 | @ R @i of 2& 9
= T wEE a5 ssme yo -@ﬁﬁ—mmmg;%mmm
= WS SUEiEE » AT [ :9eEa
g *mﬁﬂm& B T | « oy s s e St S S 5
CEEEED | | e
ags @Ea = A Lo b o ] AT
= NG S 6 oitm TS i e Syas 1t
[ 43 49 ¢ = BEENIES SGICIEl F21E Fet S JE!
o B Tofie e Ten i aen e .co | (1) AR e 3 o | = SEEER SR IHHEE-J TR O | w y00% ARG
FfET 1w @ TG 1 (3) [ ¢ Bam: ofe a3 HaFafay o, vofe wem fEm | | « Prgs Trs » Ty WEE F0A 4 b HeiTTE R oG o

Hoteline: 01926698557, 01926698559, 01926698560 House : 1&2, Adarsha Chayanir Housing Society, Ring Road, Shamoly, Dhaka-1207, Tel: 88 02 8151027(office), E-mail: info@shahmbi.com



