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Graftt level stays
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Iftekhar was unveiling the CPI

2010 at a press conference at
the National Press Club yester-
dayafternoon.

In 2009, Bangladesh was
among the nine best perform-
ers making a significant prog-
ress in curbing corruption,
bettering its score to 2.4 from
2.1 the previous year.

I'ransparency
International, a Berlin-based
global civil society group
campaigning against corrup-
tion, draws up the index on the
basis of 13 surveys by 10 inter-
national organisations.

However, not all surveys
include all countries.

Bangladesh was included
in seven surveys for this year's
index, which covered the
period between January 2009
and September 2010.

“Thisyear'sindex givesusa
complete perception about
the present government. Last
year's included only six
months of this government
and one year of the caretaker
government,” said TIB trustee
board member Prof Muzaffer
Ahmad.

TIB Chairman Hafizuddin
Khan said, "Political will is the
bedrock of any fight against
graft. We hear about many
commitments at discussions,
but see few of those translate
into actions.”

Alongside Bangladesh, 73
countries including
Honduras, Togo, Azerbaijan,
Philippines, Zimbabwe and
Nigeria have scored below 3.

Bhutan has come up as one
of the nine best performers in
curbing corruption this year.
The South Asian nation has
secured 36th position with a
score of5.7.

Of the other SAARC coun-
tries, Sri Lanka and India have
done better with a score of 3.2
and 3.3, while Pakistan, Nepal
and Maldives scored 2.4, 2.3
and2.5.

The United States has
dropped out of the top 20
least-corrupt nations for the
first time since TI began pub-
lishing the corruption cata-
logue 15 years ago. Its ranking
hasslipped to 22 from 19.

Bangladesh was at the
bottom for five years on the
trot in 2001-2005. In the fol-
lowing three years, it was
ranked third, seventh and
tenth.

The government move to
amend the Anti-Corruption
Commission Act, though the
process is stalled at this
moment, might have an
impact on the country's per-
formance perception, said
Iftekharuzzaman.

He mentioned eight nega-
tive decisions that have left the
countrywhere it was last year.

Soon after coming to
power, the AL government
formed a committee in March
2009 last year with an aim to
ensure transparency and
accountability of the adminis-
tration.

Submitted around six
months back, the committee's
report reportedly proposed 23

amendments, six of which
were strongly opposed by the
ACC.

The proposals that drew a
lot of flak included the one for
requirement of government's
permission to file cases
against public officials.

Also controversial were the
proposals for making the anti-
graft body accountable to the
president; appointing the ACC
secretary as principal accoun-
tant; and having the commis-
sion cease to be a self-
governed body.

The other negative factors
include failure to have a func-
tional parliament, non-
disclosure of wealth and assets
as pledged by Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina, whitening of
black money in the budget,
amendments to public pro-
curement and telecommuni-
cations acts, meddling by
public representatives in
procurement, land grabbing
and exerting political influ-
ence on administration and
other public services.

TIB also cites eight positive
steps that prevented the coun-
try from faring worse than last
year.

The positives are strong
electoral commitments, good
start in parliament (though
setbacks followed), inception
of an information commission
and human rights commis-
sion, formulation of the right
to information act and
whistleblowers act, imple-
mentation strategy of the
UNCAC, citizen's charter in
service delivery institutions
and anti-corruption training
in government-funded
organisations.

“It's a matter of perception,
and it might differ to some
extent from reality. It gives us
an idea about the attitude of
the political parties and
administration with regards to
use of power and authority
entrusted upon them,” said
Muzaffer Ahmad.

ACC Chairman Ghulam
Rahman said, “The culture of
corruption did not develop in
one day and we cannot do
away with it overnight. The
situation can be improved
gradually only through united
efforts.”

He also noted that pro-
longed judicial process does
not help things either.

“You must punish people
for involvement in corruption.
The graft cases must be settled
swiftly,” he added.

The TIB suggestions for
improving the situation
include making good on anti-
corruption electoral pledges,
strengthening parliament and
ACC, enforcing RTI, introduc-
ing culture of wealth disclo-
sure and openness, ensuring
integrity in the judiciary and
public service, and entrench-
ing the rule of law.

“If the government asks for
a suggestion, [ would tell them
to read their electoral pledges
regularly. That's where the
solution lies,” said
Iftekharuzzaman.

Wait in tears prolongs
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army when a helicopter air-

lifted the troops on Saturday;,
family sources said.

More than 50 persons were
injured, many with bullets,
during the clashes sparked by
a mass protest against “forced
purchase of land” for an army
housing scheme at Rupganj
upazilain Narayanganj.

One of the bullet-injured
died the following day.

Family members of the
missing persons told The
Daily Star they had found it
difficult to file a general diary
with police. Contacted, police
denied the allegation.

“I want my son back,”
Mazeda, mother of 32-year-
old Masud, choking back tears
told The Daily Star, “If he is not
alive please give us his body.”

“I couldn't see his face last
time he left house on Saturday.
Who could imagine that he
won't come back?”

Shohor Ali, Masud's father,
said, “Nobody from the
administration or any political
party came to us to see how we
are living since my son went
missing.”

“1 don't think my son is
alive,” said the elderly father. “I
saw Rab men take away my
son in a vehicle holding his
right hand and right leg like a
dead cat.” He was in floods of
tears while narrating the
scene.

“He [Masud]| didn't even
join any procession that day
[Saturday]. Then why did I
have to lose my child?” Shohor
Alisaid.

Another missing person,
eighteen-year-old Saiful Islam
is a student of a local
madrassa. He has a tiny fruit
shop at Ichhapur Bazar.

Saiful's mother 5ajeda said,
“My son was a hafez [who

memorises Quran]. He never
had gone to anychaos.”

Shohor Ali and Saiful's
father Lehaz Uddin filed two
general diaries with Rupganj
Police Station on Monday and
yesterday.

The shops of Masud and
Saiful were found closed. A
nearby bridge, with dried up
blood satins and two bullet
holes, was testifying to a fierce
fight.

Twenty-five year old
Shamser Mollah of Kamshair
village is also missing since the
incident.

Shamser's uncle Akter
Mollah told The Daily Star they
had searched in vain all the
hospitals in the capital and
nearby police stations. “We
wanted to file a general diary
Saturday night. But police
didn't take the diary that day
saying they were verybusy.”

Meanwhile, Rupganj is
getting back to normality,
though slowly. A larger num-
ber of people were on streets
yesterday. And most of the
shops were open.

Locals said male villagers
have started returning home,
as till filing this report no
arrest was made in connection
with the cases lodged with the
Rupganj Police Station. Many
were still on the run.

On the missing persons,
Muhammed Saidur Rahman
Khan, Narayanganj additional
superintendent of police, told
reporters two general diaries
had been filed with
Narayanganj Police Station
and they had sent a wireless
message about the issue to all
the police stations of the
country.

On the cases, he said, “We
are looking into the matter
and will take next course of
action following the probe.”

4-storey
building
tumbles

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

An under-construction four-
storey building fell on an
adjacent water body and a tin-
shed house at Naddapara in
Dakkhinkhan in the capital
last night.

No casualty was reported
till filing this report at
12:30am.

Sub-inspector (SI)
Shafiullah of Dakkhinkhan
police station said the build-
ing collapsed all of a sudden

around 9:15pm.

The SI, who visited the
spot, said the building was
erected on very thin pillars.

Owner of the building
Mizanur Rahman fell uncon-
sciousasit collapsed.

Fire brigade sources said
none was found trapped
under the wreckages.

Reckless driving
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The locals rushed them to a
hospital in Uttara where the
doctors declared Billal dead.
Mizan was later shifted to
Dhaka Medical College
Hospital as his conditions
worsened

Angry mob caught the bus
driver, Jamal Hossain, 25 and
later handed him over to Uttara
police, who seized the vehicle.

Billal, was a residential
student of Bangabandhu Hall
of DU. His room-mate Nazmul
said Billal went to the airport to
see off a relative flying for
Dubai. He was on his way back
to the campus when he met the
tragicfate.

Billal, son of Shamsuddin
Mollah, a post office employee,
hailed from Sanda Laxmipur
village under Magura Sadar
upazila.

Following the incident,
incensed DU students wrecked
vehicles and barricaded roads
from Shabagh leading to the
DU campus and Nilkhet from
9:30pm till filing this report.

In Chittagong, Roksana
Parvin, 19, daughter of Hamid
Mia and a resident of
Nayabazar, Halishahar passed
her HSC examinations this
year. She was heading for a
coaching centre during the
accident.

Md Humayun Kabir, the on-
duty officer of Halishahar
Police Station said the accident
occurred when a speeding bus
overturned a CNG-run auto
rickshaw carrying Roksana at
Nayabazar intersection at
around 3.00pm leaving her
dead on thespot.

Police said the auto rick-
shaw was damaged and the
driverwas also injured.

Following the incident,
locals streamed out and
blocked the highway for halfan
hour. Later, police intervened
to disperse the crowd from the
road.

Police seized the bus at
Pahartali and a case has been
filed with Halishahar Police
Station.

Prothom Alo case
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They have been asked to

submit to the Judicial
Committee their reply to the
charges made in the cases.

JS body blasts
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branch of police to increase

their capability.

The direction came at a
meeting of the parliamentary
standing committee on home
ministry held at the Jatiya
Sangsad Bhaban.

“On the police reform, the
newly appointed IGP Hassan
Mahmood Khandker said they
expect no interference from
political leaders and govern-
ment to perform their duties,”
told a lawmaker after the
meeting who was present in
the meeting.

“In reply, Sahara Khatun
said if there is no control on
police, then how the govern-
ment will oversee their [po-
lice] activities,” the lawmaker
quoted the home minister as
saying in the meeting seeking
anonymity.

“The home minister then
asked IGP to place a report
before the committee's next
meeting on how to upgrade
age-old police act.”

On the recent clash among
Rab, police and local people at
Rupganj, and train incident at
Sirajganj, several lawmakers
including Whip Mirza Azam
and ruling Awami League MP
Shafiqul Islam said the perfor-
mance of police is unaccept-
able asking why police did not
bar BNP from holding the
meeting near the railwayline.

The committee asked the
police chief to submit a report
on the local police and admin-
istration's role during the BNP
meeting.

Reactions mixed
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level of corruption did not
increase, and there is scope to
reduce it.

"The corruption situation
did not deteriorate, but we
need to improve more,” he
said, adding the government is
firm to go tough on corrup-
tion.

The minister censured BNP
saying they have no moral
right to speak about corrup-
tion, as they made the country
champion in corruption for
five times.

TI vesterday released its
CPI 2010, which ranked
Bangladesh 12th among the
most corrupt countries in the
world. It revealed that the
country remained almost
static in terms of curbing
corruption.

Various political analysts
and eminent citizens
observed that lack of effective
steps and political will of the
government and less enthusi-
asm of the Anti-Corruption
Commission (ACC) in fighting
graft are responsible for not
bringing down corruption to a
tolerable level.

The issue of eradicating
corruption just remains rheto-
ric and no action was visible in
the last two years, although
the government put strong
emphasis on curbing corrup-
tion in its election manifesto,
they observed.

Eminent jurist Shahdeen
Malik said there is lot of talks
about curbing corruption in
the country, but people have
hardly seen any action
though.

During this government's
tenure, a general perception
developed that ACC has
become less enthusiastic
about fighting corruption and
no powerful corrupt suspect,
be he a politician or bureau-
crat, has been charged with
corruption, he mentioned in
hisreaction.

Prosecution of normal
criminal cases or non-

corruption related crimes
have become increasingly
biased, he said, adding, "If the
situation goes on, | would not
be surprised to see the coun-
try's score sliding down."”

Malik suggested stopping
of partisanship in criminal
cases and equipping ACC
with at least six fulltime law-
yers for prosecuting corrup-
tion cases.

Academician Prof Dilara
Chowdhury commented that
the ruling parties usually lack
political will to wipe out cor-
ruption.

"They [ruling parties] just
keep the issue in rhetoric,” she
said. "Even we see withdrawal
of cases involving their own
men."

She felt that all the social
forces would have to put
pressure on the political par-
ties for stamping out corrup-
tion from the country.

Noted writer, researcher
and columnist Syed Abul
Maksud said there has been
lot of discussion about eradi-
cating corruption, but the
present government did not
take any effective step to check
ituntil now.

He pointed out that only
theoretical aspects were dis-
cussed in seminars or sympo-
siums, but a resistance move-
ment from the general masses
was absent. That is why the
level of corruption did not
come down.

Maksud proposed infusing
morality in the nation to get
rid of corruption.

Star launches
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Store and can be downloaded

for free on all Nokia
Smartphones.

Through this application,
The Daily Star readers will be
able to stay connected to their
favourite newspaper and keep
themselves updated all the
time with latest news, photos,
stock and weather updates.

Govt suspends
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The NBR earlier imposed
transit fees for per TEU con-
tainer at Tk 10,000, while for
bulk product without con-
tainer Tk 1,000 per tonne,
effective from July 1.

Under the Protocol on
Inland Water Transit and Trade
signed in 1972, Indian cargoes
are allowed to transport from
Kolkata to Tripura through
Bangladesh waterways, but
this was the first time they
were asked to pay.

Bangladesh Inland Water
Transport Authority (BIWTA),
after getting clearance from
the NBR, allows the vessels to
move through Bangladesh.

NBR officials said the
Indian side is now trying to
influence the government to
fully waive the fees.

Ahmed also ruled out the
propaganda that the transit
fees have been waived. The
NBR issued a circular in this
regard at the time the last
national budget was pre-
sented in parliamentin June.

The NBR chairman said the
circular got a go-ahead from
the parliament and the law is
stillin force.

Asked whether the decision
to suspend the fees will go
against the law, Ahmed said:

"If the government decides to
continue the fees, the Indian
vessels will make deferred
payment for the time the fees
will remain suspended.”

The officials said the NBR
has sent a proposal to the
finance ministry favouring the
provision of fees.

Besides the demand from
the Indian side, an influential
quarter in the government is
also lobbying against the fees,
they said.

If the fees are waived now,
India will demand similar
waiver for rail and road com-
munications later, the officials
added.

The NBR has conducted a
study on the issue of the tran-
sit fees, and the findings of the
study will be presented at a
high-profile seminar next
month, the NBR chairman
said.

The outcomes of the semi-
nar may help the government
decide on the issue, said the
NBR boss.

NBR member Fariduddin
Ahmed said: "Bangladesh
needs to calculate the eco-
nomics of transit. How
Bangladesh will benefit from
giving transit to India has to be
reviewed."

337 jawans
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Chakrabarty and Nayek Abul
Kalam Azad -- confessed their
guilt, and the others pleaded
not guilty.

The three-member Special
Court-10 then adjourned the
hearing till 10:00am on
December 26.

All the accused were pro-
duced before the court housed
at the Darbar Hall of BDR's
Pilkhana headquarters.

Earlier on Sunday,
Prosecutor of the case Maj
Mokaid Mohammad Ali had
described 11 kinds of charges
against them, including illegal
use of armoured personnel
carrier.

The prosecutor told news-
men yesterday that around a
week before the February 25-
26 bloody mutiny last year,
accused sepoy Khairul Islam
wanted to know from Maj
Rowshan Firoz about the
punishment for mutiny.

“The major told him that
the punishment is death
sentence. But Khairul cor-
rected him saying, '" Sir, youdo
not know, the punishment is
seven years imprisonment',”
the prosecutor said.

He also said it proves that
they mutiny was pre-planned.

Asked whether the major
had informed the higher
authorities about it, Mokaid
said he could not realise that a
blueprint was there for
mutiny.

The BDR mutiny left 74
people including 57 army
officers killed.

The accused who pleaded
not guilty included sepoy
Salah Uddin, who was among
the l14-member BDR team
that went to the Jamuna
(where the prime minister
used to reside then) on
February 25 last year for nego-
tiation with the premier.

Salah Uddin was arrested
on August 2 after his role in the
mutiny came to light. Until
then, he was not even an
accused in the carnage case
filed in this connection with
the New Market Police Station.

On Sunday, President of the
Court Col Khandaker Obaidul
Ahsan and members Lt Col Md
Nurul Alam and Maj ASM
Kawser read out charges
against each of 160 mutineers.
Charges against each of the
other accused were read out
yesterday.

During the court proceed-
ings yesterday, Nayek Subeder
Mozaffar Hossain fell sick, and
was taken to hospital. His
counsel however informed the
court that he pleaded not
guilty.

Moreover, the court
wanted to know from the
accused whether they are
facing any problem. Many of
them informed it about prob-
lems relating to treatment
when ill, and payment of their
salary.

UK Police step
up training
for Mumbai-
style attack

AFP, London

Security forces are increas-
ing training for an attack
similar to the Mumbai
bloodshed two years ago,
following reports that a
similar plot was foiled in
Europe last month, the BBC
said yesterday.

Police marksmen and
special forces units are
undergoing exercises while
police armed response units
are being given more power-
ful weapons to combat any
attackers with automatic
weapons, the BBC said,
without identifying sources.

While there is no indica-
tion such an attack is immi-
nent, the BBC's story comes
after reports last month that
an al-Qaeda plot to launch
attacks in Britain, France and
Germany by seizing hostages
in a manner similar to
Mumbai had been foiled.

The attacks in November
2008 left 166 people dead in
the Indian city.

The BBC reported that a
unit from the SAS (Special Air
Service) would be stationed
in London during the 2012
Olympic Games.

Britain's official terror
threat level currently stands
at severe, the second highest,
meaning an attack is highly
likely.

Physically
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DMCH sources quoted the

note to bereading.

“The mother of the girl died
at the time of her birth, and
she became physically chal-
lenged at seven months,” it
stated.

The note writer also said to
have no way left to bring up
the child and appealed to kind
persons for her treatment. The
note, however, did not give
anyname or address.

Doctors are now treating
her at the pediatric ward and
they are thinking to give her
some physiotherapy to
improve her condition, said Dr
Nusrat.

Meanwhile, a number of
people contacted the DMCH
authorities yesterday express-
ing their interests to adopt the
girl.

DMCH Director Brigadier
General Shahidul Haque
Mallik said they are now work-
ing to heal the child.

After she comes round,
they will hand over her to the
Social Welfare Department of
the Hospital as per rule.

Anyone willing to adopt her
must appeal to the authorities,
Nusrat said.

Asif remanded
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motorcycle the accused were
riding on.

Judge Mujibor Rahman of
Lalpur Sessions Judge's Court-
1 passed the order after police
produced Asif before his court
with a seven-day remand
prayer.

Asif was arrested on
October 20 while Rajon is still
on the run.

Majedur Rahman Chand,
principal of Tamaltala
Agriculture College in
Bagatipara, admitted issuing
the certificate to Rajon on
Sunday.

Chand, also vice-president
of Natore district unit Awami
League, however, said, "I
didn't certify that he was not
present on the spot of occur-
rence; I said he attended an
exam thatday.

"In fact, he went to the
scene after completing his
examination. The certificate
may help him secure bail as he
is likely to surrender before
the High Court tomorrow
(today),” Chand claimed.

During a visit yesterday,
Rajon's house at Goas Begunia
village in Bagatipara was
found under lock and key
Locals say the family members
left the house early Tuesday
following frequent police
raids.

Contacted, Rajshahi range
DIG 5iddigqur Rahman said he
instructed local police to net
Rajon anyhow.

Meanwhile, Dutch Bangla
Bank Ltd's Rajshahi Branch
Manager ABM Mamunul
Kabir yesterday handed over a
cheque of Tk 10 lakh to
Mizan's wife Razia Sultana
Mili in honour of the noble
cause of Mizan's death.

Rajshahi Divisional
Commissioner Abdul
Mannan, Rajshahi DC
Muhammad Delwar Bakth,
Natore acting DC Sultan Abdul
Hamid, Bagatipara Upazila
Chairman Nawsher Ali Badsha
and Charghat Upazila
Chairman Abu Sayeed Chand
also visited her at Chawk
Laxmipur village in Rajshahi's

Charghat upazila and handed
herTk 45,000.
Mizan died at

Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib
Medical University Hospital
on October 24 after sustaining
serious injury on October 12
for protesting eve-teasing.

Tsunami strikes

FROM PAGE 1
Edison Salelo Baja.

More than 4,000 people
expected to spend the night
without shelter because tents
and other supplies had also
not arrived.

The fault that ruptured
Monday on Sumatra island's
coast also caused the 2004
guake and monster Indian
Ocean tsunami that killed
230,000 people in a dozen
countries.

Though hundreds of disas-
ter officials were unable to get
to many of the villages on the
Mentawai islands - reachable
only by a 12-hour boat ride -
they were preparing for the
worst.

"We have 200 body bags on
the way, just in case,” said
Mujiharto, who heads the
Health Ministry's crisis center,
shortly before announcing a
five-fold increase in the death
toll.

Indonesia, the world's
largest archipelago, is prone to
earthquakes and volcanic
activity due to its location on
the so-called Pacific Ring of
Fire - a series of fault lines
stretching from the Western
Hemisphere through Japan
and Southeast Asia.

The country's most volatile
volcano, Mount Merapi, 800
miles (1,300 kilometers) to the
east, started to erupt at dusk
yesterday as scientists warned
that pressure building
beneath its lava dome could
trigger one of the most power-
ful blasts in years.

The 7.7-magnitude quake
that struck late Monday just 13
miles (20 kilometers) beneath
the ocean floor was followed
by at least 14 aftershocks, the
largest measuring 6.2, accord-
ing to the U.S. Geological
Survey.

Many panicked residents
fled to high ground and were
too afraid to return home.

That could account in part
for the more than 500 people
still missing, said Hendri Dori,
a local parliamentarian who
was overseeing a fact-finding
missing. "We're trying to stay
hopeful,” he said.

Hundreds of wooden and
bamboo homes were washed
away on the island of Pagai,
with water flooding crops and
roads up to 600 yards (meters)
inland.

In Muntei Baru, a village on
Silabu island, 80 percent of the
houses were badly damaged.

Those and other islets hit
were part of the Mentawai
island chain, a popular and
laid-back surfing spot 175
miles (280 kilometers) from

He killed mother
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started to scream witnessing the
murder.

He hacked his mother
Shahida Begum Moyna and
nephew Ahad with a kitchen
knife leaving them dead on spot
at their Keraniganj residence
around 7:00am on Monday.

He also beat up his son
Salman with an iron rod leaving
him critically injured. Little
Salman died at Dhaka Medical
College Hospital around
5:30pmyesterday.

Shahida was 45 and the two
kids were around five years old.
Among Sahida's three children,
Selimisthe onlyson.

Police quoting Selim said his
business was incurring loss and
he borrowed Tk 60,000 from
different persons who were
pressurising him to payback.

He told this to his mother
and asked her to arrange him
some money. Refused, he
plotted to kill his mother and
loother gold ornaments.

As per the plan, he took
position on the roof of the
house around 5:00am. When
his father Ismail Hossain, a
DCC employee, went out for
work around 7:00am, he
entered the house wearing a
mask and hacked his mother to
death.

On his way to flee the scene
after looting seven tolas of gold
ornaments of his mother, his
mask slipped away and the kids
began screaming,.

He picked up anironrod and
severely beat them up. He
hacked Ahad to ensure his
death and left Salman senseless,
police said.

He then locked the door
from outside.

Finding the door locked,
Ismail peeped through the
window and saw the gruesome
scene on his return home
around 3:30pm.

Ismail and his neighbours
then broke open the door.

On information police went
to the spot around 10:00pm on
Monday and found the two
dead bodies and unconscious
Salman, ASP Faruk Hossain told
The Daily Star.

Their suspicion fell on Selim
who was missing since the
killing. Police called Selim over
his cell phone and asked him to
come to his father-in-law's
house.

Police arrested him on his
arrival around 11:00am yester-
day.

Sumatra.

A group of Australians said
they were hanging out on the
back deck of their chartered
surfing vessel, anchored in a
bay, when the temblor hit just
before 10 p.m.

It generated a wave that
caused them to smash into a
neighboring boat, and before
they knew it, a fire was ripping
through their cabin.

"We threw whatever we
could that floated - surf-
boards, fenders - then we
jumped into the water," Rick
Hallet told Australia’s Nine
Network. "Fortunately, most
ofus had something to hold on
to ... and we just washed in the
wetlands, and scrambled up
the highest trees that we could
possibly find and sat up there
foran hourand ahalf.”

Ade Edward, a disaster
management agency official,
said crews from several ships
were still unaccounted for in
the Indian Ocean.

The quake also jolted
towns along Sumatra's west-
ern coast - including Padang,
which last year was hit by a
deadly 7.6-magnitude tremor
that killed more than 700.
Mosques blared tsunami
warnings over their loud-
speakers.

"Everyone was running out
of their houses,” said Sofyan
Alawi, adding that the roads
leading to surrounding hills
were quickly jammed with
thousands of cars and motor-
cycles.

"We kept looking back to
see ifa wave was coming," said
28-year-old resident Ade
Syahputra.

President
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The writ petition was filed by
four Supreme Court lawyers
seeking its (HC) directive to
the government on the
appointment of the chief
justice on the basis of seniority
ofjudges of the apex court.
Disposing of the petition,
the bench said that there was
no provision in the constitu-
tion for maintaining the serial
of seniority of the judges in
appointing the chiefjustice.
There is also no rule in the
constitution of asking the
president to show cause, if he
appoints anybody as chief
justice on the basis of compe-
tence, not on the basis of
seniority of judges, it noted.
Hasan MS Azim, Abdus
Salam, Reaz Uddin and
Shakila Farzana jointly filed
the writ petition on August 22
this year with the HC saying
that incidents of supersession
took place four to five times in
appointing chief justices after
2003 due to political reasons.
Attorney General
Mahbubey Alam argued for
the government, while barris-
ter Hasan MS Azim appeared
for the petitioners.

Graft case
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case will now run at a special
court in Dhaka as ordered by
the SC, Advocate MA Aziz
Khan, counsel for the Anti-
Corruption Commission
(ACC), told reporters.

A three-member bench of
the Appellate Division headed
by Chief Justice ABM Khairul
Haque passed the order fol-
lowing a leave-to-appeal
petition filed by the ACC
against the HC order.

The ACC filed the graft case
against the minister with
Ramna Police Station on
February 25, 2008, on charges
of amassing wealth illegally
worth over Tk 18 lakh and
withholding information
about his assets.

Earlier on September 9,
2008, the HC stayed the pro-
ceedings of the case in
response to a writ petition
filed by Nanak's wife and also
issued a rule upon the ACC
and government to explain
why the proceedings should
not be declared illegal.

2 killed
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astold by the elite force.

Sensing presence of the law
enforcers, the activists of the
outlawed outfit opened fire at
the law enforcers pushing
them to retaliate, claimed Rab,
adding that Mannan was
caught in the line of fire and
died on the spot. His body was
sent to Sirajganj Sadar
Hospital morgue for autopsy.

Meanwhile, a Rab team
challenged a gang of eight to 10
men in Tribardi area of
Sonargaon upazila around
3:00am when they were alleg-
edly preparing for a robbery,
reports our Narayanganj
correspondent.

Rab claimed that fearing
arrests, the criminals started
shooting at the law enforcers
leaving the force no choice but
to strike back. Fayez caught a
bullet during the gunfight and
died on the spot while the rest
ofthe gangfled.

Rab recovered a revolver, a
locally made gun and a sharp
weapon fromthe spot.



