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Hilsa catching resumes
as 10-day ban ends

Huge nets, fish seized from small fishermen but Tk 13.86
crore mother hilsa exported during the period

A CORRESPONDENT, Barisal

Hilsa fishing in the southern region has
resumed after the end of October 15-24
ban period.

The law enforcers seized huge quanti-
ties of mother hilsa and fishing nets,
trawler worth about Tk 14 crore, mostly
from the marginal fishermen who
engaged in catching hilsa defying the ban
that the government imposed to save
mother hilsa during the peak breeding
period.

Mother hilsa, however, continued to
flood local markets during the ban
period.

Moreover, a staggering 330 tonnes of
mother hilsa worth Tk 13.86 crore was
exported through fish landing ports of
Bangladesh Fisheries Development
Corporation in Barisal city and
Patharghata of Barguna district during
the ban period, said Abdus Sattar
Howladar and Md Shamsuzzaman, man-
agers of the BEDC fish landing ports.

When asked about exporting mother
hilsa during the period when its catching
was banned, the officials said the restric-
tion was only on catching of hilsa but not
on its processing and export.

Ajit Das, president of Barisal Hilsa
Exporters Association, claimed that
exported hilsas were caught from outside
the jurisdiction of four hilsa fishing
banned points.

The authorities banned hilsa fishing at
four points in 7,000 square kilometres of
water areas include
ShaherkhaliHaitkandi point in
Chittagong in the north-east, Uttar
KutubdiaGondamara point in Cox's
Bazar in the south-west, Uttar
TazumuddinPashchim Syed Awalia point
in Bhola in the north-west and Latachapli
point of Kalapara upazila in Patuakhali in
the south-west during October 15-24.

Lt Com Shamim, in charge of coast-
guard Barisal region, on Monday said the
coastguard within last 10 days seized 11.5
lakh metres current net worth Tk 6.5
crore, 11 lakh metre general net worth Tk
6.6 crore and mother 22,000 kg hilsa fish
worth Tk 55 lakh, 8 fishing trawlers worth
Tk 18 1lakh and one covered van worth Tk 7
lakh from different regions of the
restricted areas during the ban period.

When contacted, assistant director of
fisheries Bankim Chandra said move-
ment of mother hilsa is connected with
"'tithi' (time circle of lunar calendar), not

with the solar timing.

"This year the period of new moon and
fullmoon (amabasya and

purnima) of the hilsa breeding season
started from October 7 and will continue
till November 7. And so, a large number of
mother hilsa were caught as the ban was
imposed following solar calendar instead
oflunar calendar,"” he said.

Fisheries officials, however, said at
least 1.5 crore mother hilsa may have
been saved from netting during the 10-
day ban period, creating the scope for
naturally laying 46,800 kilograms of eggs.

Considering that only a small portion
of the eggs would eventually become
jatka (young hilsa), nearly 2.93 crore
matured hilsa can be expected within the
next couple of weeks, they said.

Small fishermen, especially those who
take loans from the fish merchants or
moneylenders on condition of giving the
large portion of their catches, are against
anyban on fishing.

If the catches are considered as too
small to repay the loan, such fishermen
have to borrow again from the same
moneylenders for high interest and it
makes them eventually pauper, said a
fisherman.
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British Council CEO joins anti-
stalking human chain in Mongla

A CORRESPONDENT, Bagerhat

British Council Chief
Executive Officer (CEQ)
Martin Davidson CMG yester-
day participated in an anti-

stalking human chain
programme at a village in
Mongla under Bagerhat dis-
trict.

Davidson visited the Aila-
hit areas in Khulna and

Bagerhat yesterday afternoon
and joined the human chain at
Uttar Chandpai village under
Mongla upazila.

"Active Citizen" project
jointly run by Hunger Project

and British Council organ-
ised the human chain
programme.

Expressing his solidarity
with anti-stalking
programme, Davidson said
he and his organisation
will always support any
good 1nitiative 1in
Bangladesh. He, however,
said stalking is a problem
of the people of
Bangladesh and they will
have to solve it themselves.

He stressed the need for
creating awareness against
stalking and said that active
citizens can create the aware-
ness.

British Council
Programme Development
Manager Mathew Knowles,
its Global Human Resources
directors Mrs Pippa
Greenslade, the organisa-
tion's head of culture, cli-
mate and citizenship Syed
Masud Hossain, Project
Manager of the Hunger
Project Jamirul Islam,
Mongla upazila Parishad
Vice Chairman Noor Alam
Sheikh accompanied the
British Council CEO.

Davidson also visited a
project on climate change at
Kamarkhali under Dakope
upazila of the district.

Two women, 2 kids rescued from
Jhenidah border, traffickers held

Six arrested with forged travel documents at Benapole

STAR NATIONAL DESK

Villagers rescued from traffickers two
women and two children on Baghadanga
border in Moheshpur upazila of Jhenidah
district while BDR detained six people
when theywere going to India with forged
travel documents through Benapole
check post yesterday.

Uzi tun, wife of Shaker Ali of
Farmpara area in Chuadanga district, her
son Swadhin, 4, Nazma Khatun and her son
Monir, 4, were being trafficked to India
through Baghadanga frontier in
Moheshpur upazila when locals rescued
them, reportsour Jhenidah correspondent.

The villagers also caught two traffickers --
Anwar Hossain of Farmpara area under
Chuadanga district and Takim Roy of Baluhor

themovertoBDR.

On October 19, neighbour Anwar
Hossain coaxed Nazma and Uzila into
having a trip to frontier areas and confined
them at Kutubpur village in Moheshpur
upazila, said Nayek Mozibur Rahman of
Baghadanga BDR camp intheupazila.

On October 21, Anwar pushed them to
Indian territory through Moheshpur
Baghadanga frontier. They were sold for Tk
20,000 to a group of brokers. The Indian
broker confined them at Chandpur village
closing Silbaria frontierin India.

With the help of an Indian woman,
Nazma, Uzila and their children crossed
the Ichhamati River and took shelter at
Khoshalpur village near Baghadanga
frontier in Bangladesh early Tuesday.

Ramchandrapur village under Kotchandpur
upazilahanded

Getting the information, Anwar and
Takim Roy reached Khosahlpur village and
tried to take them again to India. Hearing
screams of the women and children, villag-
ers rushed to the spot, caught the two
traffickers and handed them over to BDR.

Our Benapole Correspondent adds:
BDR detained six people when they were
going to India with forged travel docu-
ments through the check post yesterday.

Tipped off, a team of BDR arrested
Bijandra Gharami, 40, his wife Baby Rani,
35, their child Joy, 7, Bijoy Chandra
Gharami, 24, Sankar Chandra Mistri, 26,
and his wife Biva Rani, 18, said Liakat Ali,
camp-in-charge of 22 Rifles Battalion.

A gang is engaged in forging travel
documents in collaboration with some
bank staffsin the area, sources said.
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