Master Painters

DHAKA WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 27,2010 culture_dailystar@yahoo.com

| _ Praner Khela AT Film Festival
gﬁ?ﬁﬁl-?:;r;:l :r:h%d':'ﬂ. Instrumental ﬁh;ﬁfh "hﬂu’h Eric Rohmer Retrospective
z : Music ﬂ!"# !:#’W @ Organiser: Zahir Raihan

ultan Film Society and Alliance
Venue: At Gallery, Artistes: Gazi Abdul Hakim NASNAN Francaise de Dhaka (AFD)
Mational Museum, and Feroz Khan \FW.@.WW Venue: Auditorium. AFD
Shahbagh Venue: Bengal Shilpalaya, m m m m AN 26, Mirpur Road, ’
Date: October 8- 275(F, Rd 27 {old), Dhanmondi
November 6 b, o ¢ Date: October 21-29

: : ‘ - Bl :

Time: 10am-8pm Time: 7 pm o [ﬂ Time: 3pm onwards

ts & Entertdinment

@he Baily Star

Painting and
Installation

Exhibition
Title: Dhaka Traffic: the City
Can't Wait

Artist: Sulekha Chowdhury
Venue: Goethe-Institut
Bangladesh, H 10, Rd 9,
Dhanmondi

Date: October 4-28

Time: 10am-8pm

Abbasuddin Ahmed: Voice of
the delta

Today marks the 109th birth
anniversary of legendary folk
singer Abbasuddin Ahmed
(October 27, 1901-December
30, 1959). He was born at
Balarampur under Tufanganj
subdivision in the district of
Cooch Behar, now in West
Bengal. His father, Zafar Ali
Ahmed, was a lawyer at the
Tufanganj Subdivisional
Court.

Abbasuddin's interest in
music grew through attend-
ing cultural functions at
school and college. He was
self-taught, except for a brief
period when he trained under
Ustad Jamiruddin Khan in
Calcutta (now Kolkata) and
Ustad Kader Buksh in
Murshidabad. He sang differ-
ent genres of songs, such as
folk, adhunik, patriotic and
Islamic. But Abbasuddin
became renowned mainly for
his folk songs.

Initially, he earned recog-
nition for his renditions of
bhawaiya and chatka songs.
He became increasingly
popular with his jaari, shari,
bhatiali, murshidi,
bichchhedi, marsia and pala
gaan, especially when these
were made into gramophone
records. No other singer
could surpass his emotional,
full-throated rendition of folk
songs.

The fact that the virtuoso
artiste played a key role in
popularising Islamic songs in
Bangla is often overlooked.
“Ramzan-er Oi Rozar Sheshey
Elo Khushir Eid", a song that
has become the unofficial
harbinger of Eid-ul-Fitr, was

Abbasuddin Ahmed

originally recorded by
Abbasuddin. This song, com-
posed by Kazi Nazrul Islam,
brought about a cultural
renaissance among Bengali
Muslims.

According to Ferdousi
Rahman, daughter of
Abbasuddin and a renowned
artiste: “In those days Abba
was singing in Kolkata with
HMYV; he had also recorded
several songs composed by
Nazrul by that time. He
wanted to sing Islamic songs
and told Nazrul about his

desire to record gawwali,
which were very popular at
the time. In those days con-
servative Muslims considered
singing, and even listening to
music, sacrilege. Bhagabati
Babu, the rehearsal manager
of Gramophone Company,
was approached, but he
angrily rejected the idea. At a
suitable moment, Bhagabati
was requested again and this
time he gave his consent.”
Nazrul composed the song
within half an hour and
Abbasuddin picked it up the

very next day. The song
became an instant hit and
this marked the beginning of
an era of Islamic songs in
Bangla.

Abbasuddin stayed in
Calcutta from 1931 to 1947. In
1947, after Partition, he
joined the Department of
Information and Broadcast-
ing as an additional song
organiser. He participated at
the South East Asia Confer-
ence in Manila in 1955 and at
the International Folk Music
Conference in Germany in
1956.

Abbasuddin wrote an
account of his life as a singer
in “Amar Shilpi Jiban-er
Katha" (1960). For his invalu-
able contribution to music he
was posthumously honoured
with the Pride of Performance
Award in 1960, Shilpakala
Academy Award in 1979
(posthumously) and
Shadhinota Dibosh Puroskar
in 1981 (posthumously).
Apart from Ferdousi,
Abbasuddin's son Mustafa
Zaman Abbasi and his grand-
daughter Nashid Kamal are
also renowned singers.

To mark the iconic singer's
birth anniversary, Indira
Gandhi Cultural Centre, High
Commission of India, Dhaka
has arranged a solo perfor-
mance by Mustafa Zaman
Abbasi on October 29 at the
centre in Gulshan. Abbasi's
repertoire at the programme
will feature his father's clas-
sics.
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Tenth anniversary of Badhan

dents and teachers.

Earlier a discussion was held at
Shilpacharya Zainul Abedin audito-
rium of BAU. Chaired by Badhan BAU
unit president Kazi Moshiur Rahman, it
was addressed by Vice-Chancellor of
BAU Professor Dr. M.A. Sattar Mandal in
the chair. Students Affairs Adviser Pro-
fessor Mohammad Mustafizur Rahman
and Proctor Professor Dr. Abu Hadi
Noor Ali Khan were present as special
guests. Mohammad Shohel Rana,
eral Secretary of Badhan conducted the

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh
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To mark the 10th anniversary of Badhan,
a blood donation organisation at Ban-
gladesh Agricultural University (BAU), a
day long programme was chalked out at
the university campus on October 23.
The programme included a colourful
procession, a discussion, boating, a feast

and a cultural programme.

The cultural show included rendition
of songs, staging of a play and a dance
sequence performed by Nayim, Tofazzal,
Ashik, Jahid, Rikta, Nisat, Basar and
Prince. The show was anchored by Kollol

and Soma.

The programme began with a colour-
ful procession at the university campus

discussion.

taken

The speakers said that such initiatives
by various educational institu-
tions of the country under the banner of
Badhana are noble as the organisation
voluntarily collects and donates blood

not always available, the students have

gen-

taken it on themselves to support the

such ventures would continue to involve
the students in social work that would
help them greatlyin later life.

Badhan set out on its journey at BAU
on September 9,2000. From then on,
Badhan has
blood as a lifeline for critical patients,
said the secretary.

Representatives from Rajshahi Uni-
versity, Jahangirnagar University, Eden
College, Ananda Mohan College,
Dinajpur University College and
Carmichael College in Rangpur also

donated 15,554 bags of

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
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A weeklong festival by Theatre
(Arambagh) is now on at
Bangladesh Shilpakala Acad-
emy (BSA), Dhaka. The festival
began on October 23. Six plays
by four troupes, including one
from India, are being staged at
the festival.

Minister for Foreign Affairs,
Dr. Dipu Moni, was the chief
guest at the inaugural
programme. Kamal Lohani,
director general of BSA, and
Liaquat Ali Lucky, chairman,
Bangladesh Group Theatre
Federation, were special
guests.

On the inaugural day,
Indian troupe Onnopesha
Natyadal (from Kolkata)
staged its production “Virus
e-Bhoot". The troupe also
staged “Abbulish” at the
festival the following day.
Both plays were staged at the
National Theatre Hall. Apart
from National Theatre Hall,
plays are also being staged at
the Experimental Theatre
Hall.

On October 25, Loko
Natyadal (Siddheshwari)
staged its much acclaimed
play “Kanjush”. An adaptation
of Moliere's “The Miser”,
“Kanjush” was directed by
Liaquat Ali Lucky. Tarig Anam

Theatre (Arambagh) arranges
weeklong festival

A scene from Theatre’s (Arambagh) latest production “Jonmoshutra”.

Khan adapted the play.

A comedy of morals,
“Kanjush” addresses the
hypocrisy, greed, dishonesty
and opportunistic tendencies
of the elites through the story
of a tightwad named Haider
Ali.

The organiser, Theatre
(Arambagh), is staging
two plays at the festival.
Today the troupe will
stage its latest production
“Jonmoshutra”.

“Jonmoshutro” has been

written and directed by Gazi
Rakayet. The play depicts two
different eras and connects
them with a common theme --
the diminishing class struggle.
The first part of the story is set
against the backdrop of undi-
vided Bengal, while the sec-
ond takes place in recent
times. The cast includes
Jahangir Bhuiyan, Khaled
Anand, Oliur Rahman, Eusha
Antara, Khan Jahangir and
Tahmina Akhter.

Theatre will also stage

“Bolod” on the last day of the
festival. Shomoy Natyadal will
stage “Shesh Sanglap” on
October 28.

Apart from plays, a seminar
on the topic “Manchanatak:
Shomokalin Prekkhit” was
also part of the festival. The
seminar was held yesterday at
Theatre's office at Guide
House, Natak Shoroni.
Renowned theatre personali-
tiesattended the seminar.

The festival will end on
October 29.

Trick or treat

A performance by magician Wasel

AMINUL ISLAM, Mymensingh
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[lusionist Wasel amused a
huge audience at Aloka Nodi
Bangla Complex auditorium
with his repertoire of magical

critical patients, said the speakers. actsonOctober22. _
Praising their tremendous effort, the Before beginning his
speakers also expressed the hope that performance, the young

magician of the district told
the audience that magic is
nothing but a combination
of tricks. Contrary to popular
belief, no supernatural
power is involved in such
magic acts, rather a perfect
magician uses a lot of tricks
to make an illusion appear as
reality, said Wasel. The
ancient art of magic is
increasingly in demand all

Magician Wasel (centre) during an act.

desh as well, he added.

Principal Motiur
Rahman, MP was the chief

guest at the event. Among

Mymensingh Municipality
Syed Shafiqul Islam Minto;
Mohammad Nasir; Jahangir
Alam; Sushanta Kumar
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Moazzem Hossain Babul
spoke on the occasion.
Manzur Elahi, chairman of

Nodi Bangla Group, presided
over the discussion.




