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Power-starved people
block roads in B'baria

OuR CORRESPONDENT,
B'bharia

Aggrieved people ransacked
Sarail upazila power office
and put blockade on two
highways and one link road
yesterday demanding unin-
terrupted supply of electric-
ity and transfer of resident
engineer of the office.

They protested the over-
billing done by electric meter
readers.

According to eyewitness
and sources of UNO office,
police and power office,
about 250 local people gath-
ered at Sarail Tempo Stand in

the morning.

At around 10:00am, they
attacked Sarail upazila
power office and ransacked
the documents and furniture
there. All the staffs and offi-
cers fled for safety.

On information, a team
from Sarail police station
rushed to the spot.

The agitators then moved
to Sarail Upazial Health
Complex point and barri-
caded SarailNasirnagar Road
from 10:30amto 12:30 noon.

They also barricaded
DhakaSylhet and
ComillaSylhet highways at
Kuttapara point of the

upazila, causing a long traffic
jam on both sides of the
roads.

Sarail Upazila Parishad
Chairman Md Rafique Uddin
Thakur and Sarail Upazila
Nirbahi Office (UNO) Md
Helal Uddin rushed to the
spot, assured uninterrupted
power supply in the area and
persuaded the aggrieved
people to withdraw the
barricade.

When contacted, Sarail
UNO Helal Uddin said the
unwanrted situation was
created due to negligence of
the resident engineer of
Sarail upazila power office.

Verdict in Bandarban
BDR mutiny case Nov 9

Trial of 20 rebels starts at Phulbari today

STAR NATIONAL DESK

A BDR court will deliver judgment in the
mutiny case against 35 jawans of 10 Rifles
Battalion in Bandarban under Rangamati
sector on November 9 while trial proceedings
against 20 mutineers of Phulbari Battalion
under Dinajpur Sector begins today.

QOur staff correspondent reported that Col
Bashirul Islam, chief of the special court-186, set
up at Rifles Training Centre and School at Baitul
Izzatin Satkhania, fixed the date yesterday

During the hearing, 12 of the accused
pleaded guilty while the rest claimed inno-
cence.

In Dinajpur, trial of 20 mutineers of 40 Rifles
Battalion will begin at a special court, set up at
the battalion headquarters in Phulbari, at
10:00am today, reports our correspondent.

The BDR men have been accused of partici-
pating in the mutiny at the battalion headquar-
ters on February 25 and 26 last year, expressing
solidarity with the mutineers of BDR headquar-
ters at Pilkhana in the capital.

A case against the 20 Jawans of the battalion
was filed with Dinajpur Police Station on May
last year. Officer-in-Charge (OC) of the police
station Md Shamim Igbal lodged the case as
complainant. He was also made investigation
officer of the case.

In the case statement, the complainant
stated that the accused came out of their camp
with arms and fired blankshots.

Col Saleh Admad, commander of Dinajpur
sector, is the chief of the special court-13 while
Lt Colonel Mahaful Alam and Major Didar Al
Latif are the members.

Our staff correspondent from Khulna adds:
The trial of mutineers of 23rd Rifles Battalion at
Goalkhali under Khalishpur Police Station in
Khulna citybegan at the special court-12 at 9:30
am yesterday.

Headed by Rajshahi Sector Commander Col
Mohammad Ehia Azam Khan, Two other mem-
bers of the court are Lt Col. Gazi Md Khalid
Hossain and Lt Commander Muhammad
Touhidul Islam.

Deputy Attorney General Shashanka
Shekhar Sarker is representing the attorney
general while Major Mohammod Elahi Bux of
BDR Khulna sector headquarters appeared in
the court as special prosecutor.

The JCO Quarter Master of Khulna sector
headquarters read out the allegations against
the mutineers.

The court took the allegations against the
mutineers into its cognizance and ordered
supply of copies of charges to the accused and
produce 27 accused mutineers before the court
by 10 am today.
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SINAPS AND SNIPPETS

Poultry farm worker murdered

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

A poultry farm worker was stabbed to death at village under
Bhaluka upazila of the district early yesterday. The victim was
identified as Tajul Islam, son of late Idris Ali of Jagatber village
in the upazila. Police and family sources said two criminals,
identified as Kamrul and Imran Hossain of neighbouring
Panchgaon village, intercepted Tajul at Bairartek while he was
returning home from workplace at the upazila headquarters at
around 4:10am. Kamrul and his accomplice Imran stabbed
Tajul, leaving him critically injured. Hearing scram, local
people rushed to the spot and took Tajul to Mymensingh
Medical College Hospital (MMCH) where he succumbed to his
injuries at around 10:00am, said Sub-inspector Abu Taleb of
Bhaluka Model Police Station. Locals caught Imran and
handed over him to the police. The body was sent to MMCH
morgue for autopsy. A case was lodged with Bhaluka model
Police Station. Contacted, inspector of the police station
Mazharul Haque said they are trying to unearth the clues to the
murder.

Boydrowns

OuUR CORRESPONDENT, Lalmonirhat

A five-year-old boy drowned in a pond at Bowalmari village
under Lalmonirhat Sadar upazila yesterday. Family sources
said Reza, son of Jalil Miah of the Bowalmari village, went out of
their house at around 1:00 pm and remained missing since
then. As family members and neighbours were looking for

Reza, they found his body floating in a pond near the house.
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BCLmanbeatenup atRU

RU Correspondent

Activists of Bangladesh Chhatra League (BCL) Rajshahi
University unit on Sunday night beat up an activist of their rival
faction on the campus. Sources said a group of BCL activists
led by Farug Hossain and Rashedul Islam hurled abuse at
Montazur Rahman alias Muktar at Ziaur Rahman Hall on
Saturday night over a trifling matter. Following the incident,
Muktar, a third year student of Social Work department, along
with five to six BCL men beat up Faruq at the university
Folklore Chattar at around 11.00pm. Faruq was admitted to
the university medical centre. Protesting the attack on Faruk,
the BCL men of his faction locked the main gate yesterday
morning , halting the movement of buses for an hour. On
information, RU Proctor along with the law enforcers rushed
to the main gate and unlocked it. RU Proctor Prof Chowdhury
Zakari told the correspondent that he look in the matter. “Pu-
nitive action will be taken against the people who will try to

disrupt congenial academic atmosphere on the campus,” he
added.

Motorcyclelifter held

OuUR CORRESPONDENT, Manikganj

Locals caught a youth while he was stealing a motorcycle at
Gangadharpotty in Manikganj town on Saturday night and
later handed him over to the police. The youth was identi-
fied as Doyal Sarker, 24, son of Binod Sarker of Bahontoli
village under Mirzapur Upazila of Tangail district. Officer-
in-Charge (OC) of Manikganj Sadar Police Station Abu
Taher Mia said ACI Pharm's medical promotion officer
Rakibul Islam entered the chamber of Dr Minhaz Uddin at
Gangadharpotty at around 7:00pm, keeping his motorbike
outside. When Doyal was trying to take away the motorbike,
locals caught him red-handed, beat him up and handed
him over to the police.

Two commit suicide
UNB, Sythet

Two people, including a housewife, allegedly

committed suicide in Golapganj and Balaganj upazilas on
Sunday and Saturday. Police said housewife Kabirun Begum,
45, wife of Aziruddin of Mola village in Golapganj upazila took
poison following a family feud Sunday morning. She was
rushed to Sylhet Osmani Medical College and Hospital where
she died at noon. In another incident, Motaleb Miah, 60, son of
late Soyful Ullah of Noshiarpur village in Balaganj upazila took
pesticides Saturday morning. He was admitted to the same
hospital where he died at around 3:00pm. The reason behind
the suicide could not be known.
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Sunamganj BNP factions
clash at party rally

STAFF CORRESPONDENT,
Sylhet

The opposition BNP's protest
rally at Derai upazila head-
quarters in Sunamganj district
remained suspended for half
an hour yesterday afternoon
due to a clash between two
factions.

Five people, including
Rafinagar Union BNP
President Omar Faruque, were
injured during the clash that
took place in presence of the
central Joint Secretary
Mohammad Shahjahan who
attended the rally as the chief
guest.

The trouble began at
around 3:30pm when former
whip of the Jatiya Sangsad and
Sunamganj district BNP
President Fazlul Haque Aspia

and General Secretary Dr
Rafique Chowdhury along
with their supporters reached
the meeting venue at Thana
Point.

As Aspia and Rafiq tried to
take seats on the dais, activists
of another faction backed by
former district BNP vice-
president and former law-
maker Nasir Uddin
Chowdhury prevented him
and locked in a scuffle with
their rivals. However, the
meeting started again at
4:00pm as central Joint
Secretary Shahjahan and
other leaders pacified the
activists of both factions.

Aspiatook shelter at nearby
Zakaria Hotel for about one
and a half hours and then left
the area along with his sup-
porters.

Derai BNP President Abdul
Quddus, also the upazila
parishad chairman, chaired
the meeting. Addressing the
rally, Central Joint Secretary
Shahjahan held some party
men responsible for the inci-
dent. "They tried to foil the
rally at the instigation of the
ruling tried,” he claimed,
adding that action will be
taken against the troublemak-
ers. Nasir Uddin Chowdhury
and others also spoke.

In the evening, both factions
held separate meetings. Aspia
and his men sat at the house of
former upazila unit president
Abdus Shahid Chowdhury and
strongly condemned the inci-
dent. Nasiruddin Chowdhury
and his supporters also held a
meeting at the upazila BNP
office.

Three Hizb-ut

Tawhid men
remanded

OuUR CORRESPONDENT,
C'nawabagnj:

A court here yesterday placed
three Hizb-ut Tawhid men on
a two-day remand.

They are Shamnur Imam
alias Emon, 23, ameer of Hizb-
ut Tawhid Chapainawabganj
district unit, Abdus Samad
alias Lalon, 25, and Akhtar
Hossain Shamim.

Sub-Inspector Zahidul
Islam of Sadar Police Station
produced the arrested mili-
tants in the Chief Judicial
Magistrate's Court with a
prayer for a seven-day
remand, but Chief Judicial
Magistrate Basu Dev Roy
granted two days.

On October 22, a team of
Rapid Action Battalion (Rab)-
5 arrested the three of the
Islamist outfit in Rehaichar
area, near Birshreshtha
Captain Mohiuddin Jahangir
Bridge at 1:30pm when they
were distributing leaflets.

Rab also seized leaflets and
jihadi books from them. Later,
Rab handed them to Sadar
Police Station and filed a case
against them.

Stolen diesel
seized

UNB, Bagerhat

Coast Guard members seized
1600 litres of diesel from a
shop in Mongla port jetty area
on Sunday.

Acting on a tip-off, a team of
coastguard conducted a drive
at the shop and seized the
diesel stolen from a ship.

Sensing the presence of the
Coastguards, fuel trader Khalil
managed to flee the scene. A
case was filed with Mongla
police in this connection.
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2 Dhaka Power Distribution Company Limited

(An Enterprise of the Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh)
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