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French strikes cost $560

million per day

AP, Paris

while, see retirement at 60 as a cherished
and hard-won right.

The Senate voted 177-153 on Friday to
pass the pension reform, following its
approval in the lower house. On Monday, a
group of lawmakers from the upper and

France's massive strikes are costing the
national economy up to euro400 million
($562 million) each day, the French
finance minister said yesterday, as work-
ers continued to block
ports, oil refineries and
trash incineration
plants to protest a plan
to raise the retirement
agetob2.

France's 12 refiner-
ies remained shut
down Monday after
nearly two weeks of
protests despite raids
last week by riot police
that forced some to
open access to fuel
stocks. At ports in
Marseille and Le
Havre, dozens of tank-
ers are still anchored
offshore, waiting to
unload.

Nearly 10,000 tons
of garbage have been
piling up in southern
Marseille and its sub-
urbs, and a garbage
incineration plant
outside Paris was shut down by strikers
who huddled around a campfire and
barbecue grills outside.

With French life expectancy increas-
ing and the country's debt soaring,
French President Nicolas Sarkozy insists
that the retirement age must be raised to
save the pension system. Unions, mean-

lower houses were frying to agree on the
definitive version of the bill so there can be

a final vote by both chambers later this
week.

The bill's passage through parliament
has not deterred unions, which have
already announced two new nationwide
protests forThursdayand Nové.

Tanker trucks are blocked by strikers protesting against plans to raise France's retirement
age from 60to 62, on their way to an oil depot at Fos-sur-Mer, the biggest in the south of
yesterday. The pensions reform bill was approved by the Senate on October 22.

The strikes have hit a wide swath of the
economy and life in France, sporadically
in some cases like at schools and post
offices. A national train strike that started
Oct. 12 has been tapering off, but oil
refinery workers, who control the crucial
energy sector, have
been striking steadily
for about two weeks.

French Finance
Minister Christine
Lagarde said on
Europe-1 radio that it
was difficult to put a
daily price tag on the
strikes, but she esti-
mated it between
euro200 million and
euro400 million.
Beyond that, the strikes
are damaging France's
image, she said.

Lagarde said for-
eign news stations
were constantly play-
ing clips of the French
protests.

"The territory's
attractiveness is put
into questmn when
you see images like
that,” she said.

The demonstrations against the
retirement reform have brought millions
into the streets, and polls have shown
that a vast majority of French people
support the strikers. Meanwhile, the
conservative Sarkozy's popularity is
plummeting.

S Korea sends
flood aid to
North Korea

AFP, Seoul

South Korea is sending the
first dispatch of relief supplies
including 5,000 tons of rice to
North Korea yesterday, after it
was battered by torrential rain
this summer, officials said.

Two ships carrying rice and
instant noodles were to depart
South Korean ports for the
northeastern Chinese port of
Dandong on the border with
North Korea, the South's unifi-
cation ministry said.

The aid will be delivered
later from Dandong to the
North's border city of Sinuiju, it
said.

South Korea has promised
to send a 10 billion won (8.3
million dollars) aid package
including rice, instant noodles,
cement and other emergency
supplies.

Monday's shipment marks
the South's first government-
financed rice aid to its impov-
erished neighbour since a
conservative government took
officein Seoul in early 2008.

Cross-border relations have
been icy since Seoul accused
Pyongyang of torpedoing a
South Korean warship in
March withtheloss of 46 lives.

The North denies responsi-
bility but has made some
peace gestures. This weekend
the two sides will resume
reunions of families separated
by war 60 years ago.

US under pressure on
WikiLeaks allegations

AFP, London

Washington came under increasing pressure to
investigate allegations in the leaked Iraq war
documents published by WikiLeaks, which
Britain's deputy premier called "shocking”.

Governments and human rights organisa-
tions alike put the focus on answers to the
allegations made against US, allied and Iraqi
troops as the whistleblowing website
released 400,000 classified US military docu-
ments.

The flood of material from 2004 to 2009
offers a grim snapshot of the conflict, especially
of the abuse of Iraqgi civilians by Iraqi security
forces.

The heavily redacted logs appear to show
that the US military turned a blind eye to evi-
dence of torture and abuse of civilians by the
Iraqgi authorities.

Wikil.eaks claim the documents reveal
around 15,000 more civilian deaths than were
previously known about.

British Deputy Prime Minister Nick Clegg
called the allegations "extremely serious” and
said people would be wanting to hear "what the
answeris".

"We can bemoan how these leaks occurred
but I think the nature of the allegations made
are extraordinarily serious. They are distressing
toread about,"” he told BBC television.

"I'm assuming the US administration will
want to provide its own answer.

"Anything that suggests that basic rules of
war and conflict and of engagement have been
broken, or that torture has in any way been
condoned, are extremely serious and need to
belooked at.

"People will want to hear what the answer is
to what are very, very serious allegations of a

nature which I think everybody will find quite
shocking."

There was no immediate reaction from the
Barack Obama administration to the calls for
an investigation, and little eagerness among
Republicans to delve into the low points of a
war that came to define the administration of
GeorgeW. Bush.

Representative Pete Hoekstra, the ranking
Republican on the House Intelligence
Committee, said the document release "opens
up old wounds."

"If there is information about criminal
activity, follow it up. If there is a systemic prob-
lems, follow it up,” he said on Fox television.
"But let's not create controversy where there
isn't any. There are enough problems in Iraqg
without going back over that ground.”

Australia joined Iraq war allies Britain and
the United States in saying that the leaks could
puttroops’ lives at risk.

Australian Defence Minister Stephen Smith
vowed a "painstaking” review of the docu-
ments.

Denmark's military also said it would study
the documents amid reports that the classified
files reveal wrongdoings by Danish soldiers.

"We want to see the documents for our-
selves and compare them to our own informa-
tion," Danish Defence Command spokesman
Torben Kjedsen told AFP,

According to Danish media, the documents
reveal how Danish troops had handed over 62
prisoners to Iraqi authorities, despite warnings
theywould likely face abusive treatment.

The files published Friday contain graphic
accounts of torture, civilian killings and Iran's
hand in the Irag war, documenting years of
bloodshed and suffering following the 2003 US-
led invasion to oust dictator Saddam Hussein.
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other climate
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GUARDIAN ONLINE

BP and several other big
European companies are

Eligibility
® 4-year Bachelor Degree or 3-year Bachelor Degree along
with at least one year of work experience.

= No admission test required if GMAT score is 500+.
Executive MBA (EMBA)
® HRM ¥ Finance B Marketing
¥ Entrepreneurship Development & Management

or combined score of 1000 in GRE.

Admission Test (M.3c. In

® A CGPA of at least 2.50 or 2nd class at
undergraduate in economics or in relevant
disciplines from any reputed University.

® A CGPA of at least 2.50 at undergraduate or graduate level. w Acceptable score in the [UB Admission Test

funding the midterm election
campaigns of Tea Party
favourites who deny the exis-
tence of global warming or
oppose Barack Obama's
energy agenda, the Guardian
haslearned.

An analysis of campaign
finance by Climate Action
Network Europe (Cane) found
nearly 80% of campaign dona-
tions from a number of major
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® Minimum GPA of 3.5 in §.5.C. and H.5.C. each.

. Mlnhmm Average Grade Point of 2.6 in five
subjects in O-Level and 2.0 in two subjects in
A-Level (A=5...E=1).
® Candidates will be selected on the basis of
past academic results and admission test
performance.

® Note: Admission tasr is wahmd !ur clnd'darus with

_g Admission Test: November 27, 2010, Time: 100 AN Application Deadiine : November 24, 2010

Requirements

Undergraduate Programs

School of Arts & Social Sciences :

® BS in Economics
® BA in English (TESOL, Linguistics, Literature)

School of Business :

= BBA (Marketing, HRM, MIS,

Int'l Business, Business Policy &
Strategy, Finance & Accounting)

Eligibility
¥ 4-year Bachelor Degree or 3-year Honour's Degree or a
Master's Degree in any discipline,
m At least Second Class in all exams or a minimum CGPA of 2.50
on a 4 point scale,
At least three years of continuous work experience as an
executive.

ECONOMICS): Written & Viva

Friday, December 10,2010
at 3:00 PM

Last date for Application: December 8, 2010

Admission Test (MBA): Friday, Interview (EMBR): Friday,

10 December 2010 at 9:30 PM

10 December 2010 at 10:00 AM

FORM SALE: ALL DAYS OF THE WEEK FROM 10:00 A.M. - 8:00 PM.

Please Contact: School of Business

83 Suhrawardy Avenue, Block-K
Baridhara, Dhaka-1212
Tel: 9862386 - 90, 9881917, 9881681, 9884498 Ext: 254
Fax: 880-2-8823959, 8850226 E-mail: info@iub.edu.bd

www.sb.iub.edu.bd
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European firms were directed
towards senators who blocked
action on climate change.
These included incumbents
who have been embraced by
the Tea Party such as Jim
DeMint, a Republican from
South Carolina, and the noto-
rious climate change denier
James Inhofe, a Republican
from Oklahoma.

The report, released
tomorrow, used information
on the Open Secrets.org data-
base to track what it called a
co-ordinated attempt by some
of Europe's biggest polluters
to influence the US midterms.
It said: "The European compa-
nies are funding almost exclu-
sively Senate candidates who
have been outspoken in their
opposition to comprehensive
climate policy in the US and
candidates who actively deny
the scientific consensus that
climate change is happening
and is caused by people.”

minimum score of 1200 in % + Critical
C ggﬂc:,gi and 550 rCET 213 HBT ) in TGEFL or

m Students who appeared in A-level may sit for
the admission test on the basls of an unaertak-
ing that they will not be admitted unless they
pass the A-level examinations with minimum
GPA requirement (which will be mentioned in
the admission offer letter).

m Students securing 1st and 2nd position in the
Admission Test based merit list will be eligible
for 100% tuition waiver,
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School of Engineering & Applied Sciences :

®m Bachelor of Architecture
® BS in Computer Science
® BS in Computer Science & Engineering

m BS in EEE
m BS in ETE

m BS in Environmental Management

= BS in Environmental Science
School of Life Sciences :

= BS in Biotechnology & Biochemistry
® BS in Microbwlogy

m Bachelor of Fharmal:'r (B. Pharm)

® Candidates fulfilling the following minimum
requirements will be eligible for 25% to 100%
tuition waiver subject to performance in the
admassion test :
= Students with 7'A's at a time in D-level and
3'A's in A-level examination. _
- Candidates with GPA 5.0 (excluding 4th
subject) in either SSC or HSC and at least GPA
4.8 in the other (excluding 4th subject).

® Full tuition waiver for two meritorious Adibasi
students qualified in the Admission Test.

ﬁpphcanm Forms are available for Tk. 800 from NSU Accounts. One can also download
application form from the NSU website: www:northsouth.edu, payment of Tk B00 must be he
mads with pay order during submission of applicaion form.
A complete application includes: §) appication fom (flled out); (i} four passpor
size photographs (attested ™ ); () clean copies of certricates and mark-sheets;
(i) bwo letters of recommendabontestimonial from previous mstitutions and {v) Photocopy of
Wational ID Card. You may submit the 1D card within one yearifis not available now
* Phetographs should be attested by gazzetted officers or prncipal / Head of the Department
of the last academic institution attended.

For Further Information, Please Contact
%/ NSU Admission & Information Ofﬁct, Level 1, Bashundhara, Dhaka-1229
" Tel: 880-2-8852000, ext. 5000/1165/1166; E-mail: reglstrar@nurﬂﬁmrth edu, web: www.northsouth, edu
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