1 2 DHAKA SUNDAY OCTOBER 24, 2010

NAT

.

4

10

NAL

WD g

People hired for human chain,
scuttle over money distribution

A CORRESPONDENT, Sylhet

A human chain organised by
'Jativa Sangbadpatra Pathak
Forum', at the Central Shahid
Minar in the city on Friday
morning ended with scuffle
over distribution of money
meant for people called to the
programme of the hitherto
unknown organisation.

"They brought us here
saying that the programme
was in favour of the Prothom
Alo. But after coming we
found that it was just the
opposite. We would not have
come If we had known it
beforehand,” Jativa Mohila
Party city unit former joint
convenor Runa Begum said.

Another Jatiya Mohila Party
leader Nahida Akhter
Chowdhury, who along with
her party colleagues partici-
pated in the human chain,
said, "We are in the grand
alliance government. We were
told that the human chain was
being organised in protest of
August 21 grenade attacks.
After coming here, we found
that the matteris notso.”

It was found that most of
those who participated in the

human chain were leaders
and workers of Jativa Mohila
Party. About 25 women were
standing carrying banners
like Bikoshito Nari Network,
Chhoa Atmo Karmasansthan
and Hunger Project were
standing a little away from
the main banner of the
human chain.

Several participants talk-
ing to this correspondent said
they were given Tk 50 to 100
per head for joining the
programme.

But scuffle and clash fol-
lowed the human chain
programme over giving
money 'less than promised’'.

Samocha and sweets were
distributed among the
women workers and support-
ers through the leaders of
Jativa Mohila Party leaders
after the human chain, sev-
eral witnesses said. Suddenly
some male and female activ-
ists standing on the north
side of the Shahid Minar said,
"We will not accept if Tk one
less than promised is given."

Exchange of hot words and
several rounds of scuffle
among some women workers
of Jativa Mohila Party fol-

lowed.

Some workers were seen
scuffling over notes of Tk 20
and Tk 10. When a photogra-
pher of the Prothom Alo tried
to take a snap, a photojour-
nalist who was with the
organisers of the human
chain, repeatedly obstructed
him.

Injured during the inci-
dent, Jatiya Mohila Party local
leader Sheuli Akhter was
admitted to Sylhet Osmany
Medical College Hospital.

When contacted over cell
phone in the afternoon,
Sheuli Akhter said, "I am at
hospital. My condition is
bad."

Asked why she had gone to
the human chain, she said, "1
don't know."

One of the organisers
claimed that the incident of
clash was an isolated one. He
said that only food was served
after the programme. He
denied giving anything else.

Yusuf Babul, who claimed
himself as the member secre-
tary of Sangbadpatra Pathak
Forum, refused to make any
comment on the clash over
MOoney.

Convenor of Jatiya
Sangbadpatra Pathak Forum
central committee Zahirul
Haque presided over the
programme. Yusuf Babul
moderated the speech session
where 10 to 12 persons spoke.

A speaker claimed that the
Prothom Alo editor was
involved in August 21 grenade
attacks.

Another speaker said the
country's democracy will be
endangered if the Prothom
Alois notreined inright now.

Other speakers claiming
that the Prothom Alo was
trying to tarnish the image of
the government and the
country and continuing
propaganda against Shipping
Minister Shahjahan Khan and
Prime Minister's Health
Affairs Adviser Modasser Ali.

Witnesses said the jour-
nalists of two newspapers
owned by a controversial
business group were seen
active in the programme.

Similar human chains
have been organised in the
capital and several district
towns. The organisers and
their speeches were almost
the same.a
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Tk 135cr crops damaged

in Moulvibazara

Untimely flood, waterlogging main reasons

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Moulvibazar

Crops worth about Tk 135 crore have
been damaged due to untimely flood,
onrush of water from hills and pro-
longed waterlogging in six upazilas of
the district.

According to the district Department
of Agriculture Extension (DAE) office
sources, water logging is still a problem
in Hakaluki Haor and Kawadighi Haor
areas.

Farmers of the haor areas could not
cultivate aman paddy this year on about
17,290 acres of land in five upazilas due
to water logging. Production of aman
paddy will fall short of about 21,000
tonnes, the DAE source added.

Flood, onrush of hilly water and
waterlogging in haor areas of the dis-
trict were started from April this year.
The government's food procurement
drive has fallen well short of expecta-
tion due to this situation, official
sources said.

The district food department has
been able to procure only 172 tonnes of

food grains (paddy and rice) against the
target of 2756 tonnes during the current
year, said Md Abdul Wahid, district
controller offood (DC-Food).

"Usually farmers start preparing
seedbeds of boro paddy from Bangla
month of Kartik. But due to water log-
ging in two haor belt areas, farmers
cannot start preparing seedbeds" said
Md Shahjada, deputy director of DAE,
Moulvibazar.

According to the record of
Department of Agriculture Extension
(DAE) office, crops on 3,124 acres of
land were inundated in Kulaura,
Baralekha and Juri upazilas in the first
week of April this year incurring a loss
of about Tk 8.51 crore while crops on
16,462 acres were inundated in
Moulvibazar sadar, Rajnagar, Kulaura,
Baralekha and Juri upazilas in the
second week of April incurring a loss of
around Tk 61.28 crore.

Besides, standing aus, amon and
vegetables have been damaged repeat-
edly in six upazilas in May and June. In
May, aus crops of 7,341 metric tons on

5,797 acres of land in six upazilas were
damaged, market price of which was Tk
12.47 crore.

During that time, vegetable of 484
acres and transplanted amon of 1,123
acres were also damaged. Total loss of
these two crops has been calculated at
aboutTk 1.89 crore.

About 1,348 meric tons of crops
amounting Tk 2.29 crore on 988 acres of
land in Moulvibazar sadar and Rajnagar
upazilas were damaged in the flood of
June. Transplanted amon on 1,059 acres
of land were inundated and 747 metric
tons of amon paddy worth Tk 1.26 crore
were damaged during this time.

Vegetables worth Tk 5.6 crore were
also damaged in the district at this time.
The DAE officials said they have calcu-
lated these losses according to market
price of that time.

Fertilizers were distributed at free
of cost among 7,860 aus farmers.
Each of the farmers got 20 kg urea, 10
kg TSP (Triple super phosphate) and
10 kg MOP (Murat of potash), the
deputy director said.

Jubo Dal

leader killed
in Sherpur

UNB, Sherpur

A local Jubo Dal leader was
killed allegedly by Awami

BDR MUTINY TRIAL IN SATKHIRA

Charges against 105 read
out at special court

League activists at
Chatrakona village in Nokla
upazila yesterday.

The dead was identified as
Motaleb, 30, president of
ward BNP in Nokla union.

Sources said, Motaleb, son
of Hasmat Ali of Chatrakona
village, was beaten up by AL
activist Azgar Ali and his
brothers in the morning as a
sequel to previous enmity
over aland dispute.

Motaleb was immediately
sent to Nokla Upazila Health
Complex. He succumbed to
his injuries while being

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Satkhira

Trial of 105 BDR mutineers of
41 Rifles Battalion started at
special court-1 at Satkhira
Battalion headquaters in
yesterday.

A three-member court
headed by Rajshahi Sector
Commander Lt Col Yahiya
Azam started trial proceed-
ings at 10:10am and contin-
ued until 12:10pm. Other
members of the court are Lt
Col Khalid Hossain and Major
Touhidul Islam.

Complainant Subedar

Major Abdus Sattar of the
battalion read out allegations
against the 105 BDR muti-
neers before the court.

Of the accused 27 are in jail
hajat while the remaining 78
are at battalion headquarters.
The court issued arrest war-
rant against the 78 and asked
prosecutor Lt Col Enayet
Karim, commanding officer of
41 Rifles Battalion, to produce
all the accused in the court
today.

In his submission, the
complainant told the court
that the accused revolted
against their officers, misbe-

haved with them and their
family members on February
26, 2009. They came out of the
battalion headquarters, took
out a procession on the street
and chanted slogans, express-
ing solidarity with the muti-
neers of BDR headquarters at
Pilkhana in the capital. The
court took the charges against
the accused into its cogni-
sance.

Deputy Attorney General
(DAG) Advocate Shashanka
Shekhar Sarkar and Advocate
Md Selim were present at the
court.

shifted to Mymensingh

Medical College and Hospital

Nokla upazila BNP
General Secretary Shafiul
Karim blamed AL activists for
the killing and demanded
immediate arrest of the kill-
ers.

He said the ruling party
activists killed a BNP man
here few days ago.

UZ CHAIRMAN MURDER

DIG of police
VISits spot,
assures locals
of killers'
arrest

A CORRESPONDENT, Natore

Siddiqur |Rahman, deputy
inspector general (DIG) of
police, Rajshahi Range,
yesterday visited the spot
where Boraigram upazila
chairman and Bonpara
municipal BNP president
Sanaullah Noor Babu was
killed.

BNP Bonpara
Pourasava unit formed a
human chain at Bonpara
Bazar and brought out a
procession at the time
demanding immediate
arrest of the Kkillers of
Babu, withdrawal of sub-
inspector Lutfor Rahman
of Bonpara police investi-
gation centre and security
of the family of slain
upazila chairman.

DIG Siddiqur Rahman
held a view exchange meet-
ing with local police officials
at the police investigation
centre in a bid to improve law
and order in the area.

When the DIG was
returning after visiting
Bonpara police investiga-
tion center and reached the
spot, BNP leaders and work-
ers and local people
demanded immediate arrest
of the killers, withdrawal of
sub-inspector Lutfor
Rahman of Bonpara police
investigation centre and
security of Babu's wife
Mahua Noor Kochi. They
also demanded arrest of
those responsible for
assaulting journalists during
the incident.

The DIG assured the peo-
ple of arrest and trial of the
killers of upazila chairman
Babu.
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