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Dharla erodes 85
acres of aman
land in 3 days

More areas under threat as erosion
continues in Lalmonirhat

Our CORRESPONDENT,
Lalmonirhat

Dharla River eroded 85 acres
of land with standing aman
paddy at three villages of
Mogholhat union in
Lalmonirhat Sadar upazila in
the last three days.

About 120 more acres of
land with aman paddy are
also under the threat as ero-
sion by Dharla River has
continued at the three vil-
lages -- Karnopur, Kurul and
Badaitari villages.

During a visit to the area
yesterday morning, this
correspondent saw farmers
several farmers were cutting
unripe paddy for selling it as
feed for animals in fear of
erosion.

“I cultivated aman paddy
on six bighas of land. Four

bighas have already gone
into the Dharla River in last
three days. The rest two
bighas of land are also under
the threat of erosion,” said
Morshedul Islam, 45, a
farmer of Badaitari village.

Another farmer Khoibor
Ali, 50, of the same village
said, "I cultivated aman
paddy on only two bighas of
land but it was eroded by
Dharla River on Monday and
Tuesday. I would harvest
paddy from the land after a
month but all my hopes are
now shattered. Now I am
worried about maintaining
my three-member family.”

Farmer Shamsul Islam, 55,
and others at Karnopur vil-
lage said they are cutting
unripe paddy for selling it as
fodderin fear of erosion.

“My three-bigha-land

with standing aman paddy
has been eroded by Dharla
River. [ am cutting the unripe
Crop on remaining two
bighas of land for selling it as
straw. Otherwise, I will lose
all,” Shamsul Islam said.
"Erosion by Dharla River
has turned many farmers of
my union landless and many
others with theiraman paddy
fields are under the threat. I
have sought help to Sadar
upazila administration for
the erosion victim farmers,"
Mogholhat UP Chairman
Habibur Rahman Habib said.
Lalmonirhat Sadar
Upazila Agriculture Officer
Mohammad Nuruzzaman
said he has visited the area
and arranged listing the
names of erosion-hit farmers
for sending it to the higher
authority concerned,
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Farmers cut unripe paddy from their fields along Dharla River in Mongolhat union of Lalmonirhat Sadar upazila as the river has contin-
ued devouring croplands in the area for the last couple of days. The photo was taken yesterday.

4 stalkers
arrested
In two
districts

STAR NATIONAL DESK

Police arrested four stalkers in
Khulna and Jhenidah districts
yesterday and the day before.

Of them, three were
arrested in Khulna Sadar
upazila while another was
arrested in Kaliganj upazila of
Jhenidah district.

Qur staff correspondent
from Khulna reported that a
patrol police team arrested
three youths on charge of teas-
ing girl in Nirala Residential
Area. The arrestees are Jashim
Khan, 18, Shagor Sheikh, 17,
and Manik Sheikh, 19.

According to the officer-in-
charge (OC) of Sadar Police
Station, the youths were teas-
ing a 12-year-old girl, also
student of Nirala Adarsha
Primary School, in the resi-
dential area. As she cried for
help, police rushed to the spot
and picked up the three from
the spot, the OC said.

The stalkers were shown
arrested under Section 79 of
KMP ordinance and produce
in the Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate's Court that sent
them to jail.

In jhenidah, police arrested
a young man for teasing a
student of Shamsher Nagar
Girls" High School in Kaliganj
upazila onTuesday.

Police said Asgar, 25, son of
Ramzan Ali of Satgachia village
intheupazila.

SNIPPETS

Girl commits suicide

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Chapainawabganj:

Polybags seized

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Thakurgaon

A teenage girl committed suicide at Balurchar village under
Shibganj upazila of Chapainawabagnj district yesterday.
Police quoted local people as saying that Sharmin Khatun, 18,
daughter of kamrul Haque, was found hanging from the ceil-
ing of her room at around 6:00 am. Being informed, police
went to the spot, recovered the body and sent it to Sadar
Hospital morgue for autopsy. An unnatural death case was
filed with Shibgonj Police Station.

A mobile court seized polythene bags from different shops at
(Gorea Bazar under Thakurgaon Sadar upazila on Tuesday
evening. Sources said the court led by Magistrate Rashedul
Islam launched the drive at around 6:00pm and seized the
polythene bags from Alauddin Store, Mostafa Store, Nazmul
Store and several other shops.The court also realiased
Tk.12000 as fine from the shop owners.

Two held with pistol

A CORRESPONDENT, Benapole

with Benapole Police Station.

Police yesterday arrested two criminals along with a pistol and
four bullets at Chotoachra intersection under Benapole Police
Station. The arrestees are Monjurul Hassan Jewel, son of Idris
Ali of Talikhola village, and Kamal Hossain, son of Abdus Salam
of Arabpur village of Jessore district. On receiving information
that two criminals were waiting at Chotoachra intersection to
kill one Ayub Ali, a businessman of Baropota village, police
raided the area and arrested Jewel and Kamal. The law enforc-
ers also recovered one 9mm pistol, four bullets and a motor-
bike from their possession. A case was lodged against the two

One tortured by BSF

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

his condition deteriorated.

Indian Border Security Force (BSF) tortured a Bangladesh on
Daudpur border under Birampur upazila of Dinajpur district
on Tuesday night. The victim was identified as Md Ayez Uddin,
28, son of late Mashuk Ali of Mudrapur village under Dhirai
upazila of Sunamganj district. BDR sources said the BSF mem-
bers of 57 Battalion caught Ayez at around 9:00pm and tor-
tured him. Later, the Indian border guards left him inside
Bangladesh territory. Villagers rescued Ayez in a critical condi-
tion and rushed him to Birampur upazila Health Complex. He
was shifted to Dinajpur Medical College Hospital yesterday as

Jute export hampered
as baling workers
continue strike

STAFF CORRESPONDENT,
Khulna

Indefinite work stoppage by
1200 workers of 14 jute baling
presses of Daulatpur is ham-
pering export of jute and jute
goods through Mongla Port.

The workers under the
banner of Wages
Implementation Action
Committee (WIAC) began
work stoppage on last Monday
to press home the demand for
raising their weekly wages
from Tk 863 to Tk 1726 for
carrying 100 bales of jute each
from godown to the bailing
press.

Mohammad Motaleb
Hossain, general secretary of
WIAC, told this correspondent
yesterday that they would not
withdraw work stoppage until

and unless their demand is
fully met this time.

"There is no scope to term
our call for work stoppage as
illegal as we gave a prior notice
to press owners on October 1,
setting October 16 as deadline
to fulfil ourdemand, " he said.

It is very difficult to main-
tain families of jute press
workers with the small
amount of weekly wages they
get when prices of all con-
sumer goods including rice
continue to rise, said the WIAC
leader.

On the other hand, Kauser
Sheikh, convenor of
Daulatpur chapter of
Bangladesh Jute Association
(BJA), termed the work stop-
page as illegal and illogical.

"Workers went on work

stoppage at a time when a
meeting between owners of
jute baling presses and leaders
of Jute Press Workers Union
were being held on last
Sunday to resolve the crisis.
So, their call for work stoppage
is contrary to the Labour Law
and detrimental to economic
interest of the country,” the
BJAleader said.

The work stoppage by
workers of 14 jute baling
presses will create adverse
impact on jute export if buyers
cancel their shipment orders,
the BJAleader said.

However, he could not tell
how much financial loss press
owners and the country have
incurred due to disturbance
by work stoppage since last
Monday.

Madrasa girl abducted,
schoolgirl rescued

STAR NATIONAL DESK

Criminals abducted a teen-
age girl from Kadamtala
village in Shyamnagar
upazila of Satkhira district
on Tuesday evening while
people on Monday night
rescued an abducted school-
girl from Boda upazila town
in Panchagarh and handed
over the abductor to police

the next day.

Charr Satkhira
Correspondent reports: A
teenage girl, who is a resident
of Kadamtala village in
Shyamnagar upazila and a
class six student of
Munshiganj Islambagh Dakhil
Madrasa, went missing when
she was returning home after
fetching water from a tube-
well at Kultali village at about
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Students of Rajshahi Bahumukhi Girls High School show their washed hands at a programme marking Global

Handwashing Day yesterday.

5:30pm on Tuesday, police
quoted locals as saying.

The victim's father Abdul
Aziz Gazi filed a case with
Shyamnagar police station
accusing Shahin Kha, 18, and
Kamrul Islam, 24, of
Kadamtala village, police said.

Police failed to rescue the
victim or arrest the culprits as
offiling this report.

Our Thakugaon
Correspondent adds: Villagers
on Tuesday afternoon rescued
an abducted schoolgirl and
handed over the abductor,
Mokhlesur Rahman, 22, of
Kholishakuri village under
Thakurgaon Sadar upazila to
police.

The 12-year-old girl was
going to her private tutor's
house on Monday afternoon
when Mokhlesur took her on
his motorbike and brought her
to his relative's house in Boda
upazila town in Panchagarh,
locals said.

In the evening, the girl
managed to make a phone call
to her mother and said she was
confined to a house at Boda
Bazar.

As the mother told the
matter to Balia Union
Parishad member Toimur
Rahman, he along with a
companion went to Boda
Bazar and found the girl at a
house after searching for two
and a halthours.

With the help of a few
known people, Toimur res-
cued the girl, foiling abductor
Mokhlesur's attempt to
snatch the girl again. They
brought the girl and the
abductor to Balia Union
Parishad Bhaban at around
1:00am.

As people interrogated and
beat Mokhlesur in the morn-
ing, he disclosed his identity
and address. He was handed
over to Thakurgaon Police
Stationin the afternoon.

Mobile court drive
angers Jessore traders

A CORRESPONDENT, Jessore

Jessore town became tense
yesterday as businessmen
observed strike, brought out
processions and held a rally
protesting drives by a mobile
court against keeping busi-
ness establishments open
after 8:00pm on Tuesday.

The participants in the
agitation programmes
demanded removal of
Executive Magistrate SM
Sohrab Hossain for 'misuse of
power and release of those

arrested during the drives.

Following a fruitful meet-
ing with the deputy commis-
sioner at noon, the strike was
withdrawn in the afternoon.

A mobile court led by
Executive Magistrate Sohrab
Hossain conducted the drive in
the town from 8:30pm on
Tuesdayagainst thebusinessmen
who keep their shops open after
8:00pm, defying the government
order aimed at savingelectricity.

During the drives, 18 busi-
nessmen and shop employees
were arrested. Shop employee

Jahangir was sentenced to one
month's jail and each of 17
otherswere fined Tk 2,000 each.

Protesting the drive, busi-
nessmen and traders of Jessore
laid siege to the police station
ataround 9.30pmTuesday.

Following a call by the
business organisations, all
business firms at Baro Bazar,
HMM Road, Kapuria Patty and
Collectorate Market remained
closed till 3:00pm yesterday.

The businessmen also
brought processions and held
arallyin the town.
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