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'Many Achievements of Official Statistics'

Statistics Division, Ministry of Planning
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Message

The General Assembly, recognizing the role of statistics in forming better societies, invites Members of
the United Nations system to observe World Statistics Day under the theme of "Celebrating the many
achievements of official statistics”. I am glad to witness Bangladesh observing the World Statistics Day
with other member countries of the United Nations.

The importance of this day is explicit in its theme. Statistics provide relevant information and insights
on the existing situation of a country as well as trends over time and inequalities regarding progress
being made on development objectives and targets. Such data enables policy makers and
implementers to review and formulate present and future policies and actions. Official statistics are the
most important means for government agencies, autonomous bodies, development partners, research
and non-governmental organizations for preparing realistic evidence-based plans and thus utilize their
scarce resources efficiently.

Given the importance of reliable and valid information on nation building, UNICEF, Bangladesh has
been collaborating with the Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics (BBS) in collecting and disseminating
statistics related to the MDGs, particularly regarding the situation of children and women using a well
tested methodology named Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey (MICS). We sincerely commend the
dedication and contribution of BBS in conducting the MICS since 1993 as part of a global survey for
monitoring progress towards the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) related to women and
children. Thanks to this survey Bangladesh was perceived as championing progress towards reduction
of child mortality (MDG 4), and has therefore recently been internationally recognized and awarded an
MDG prize.

Statistics are an important component in our efforts to achieve the MDGs and thereby the basic social
and economic development objectives of Bangladesh. The added value of reliable social and economic
data plays a significant role. Thanks to reliable statistics, policy makers in Bangladesh are now well
equipped with information on each MDG and therefore, have the elements to make decisions of
thematic nature. It is well known for example that further progress on child mortality reduction (MDG
4) will require substantive reduction of neo-natal mortality and that poverty reduction (MDG 1) cannot
progress substantially without tackling child malnutrition. Likewise, available data on most MDGs
with a geographic resolution to the upazila level have equipped policy makers with information to
better target initiatives and financial allocations to those upazilas and/or districts that are
under-performing. This valuable data-set will be updated in 2012 and 2015 by the BBS with UNICEF
support, thus enabling to track the continuous progress of Bangladesh regarding the achievement of
MDGs.

Recognizing the substantial role of statistics in formulating short and long term policies and
development planning, I wish BBS progress and success and join you all in commemorating the World

Statistics Day.
<’

Carel de Rooy

Representative, UNICEF Bangladesh
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