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Criminals target law enforcers
for looting arms in SW region

Snatched arms hardly recovered

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Khuina

Police are yet to recover the sub
machine gun (SMG) and 30 of its
bullets that were looted on Thursday
midnight from Naik Abul Bashar of
APBN at Baniakhali Bazar under
Dumuriaupazila of Khulna district.

With this, the number of arms
looted in last 20 years from different
places of south-western region now
stands at 128 but only seven of the
looted arms could be recovered,
according to police.

At least eight law enforcers lost
their lives while on duty as they tried
to resist the looters -- outlaws, pirates
and bandits.

The law enforcers at their camps
and outposts and while on duty in
roads, trains, motorised launches
and key installations became easy
victim as they were not in a position
to fire a single shot from their arms
without prior permission of higher
authorities.

Cases filed against looting of arms
and killing of law enforcers are yet to
be disposed of due to lack of evi-
dence.

According to official records,
outlaws looted seven rifles in 1990

from railway police in a moving train
at Ansarbaria under Kotchandpur
upazila of Thenidah district.

They looted a rifle from Halsa
station in 1991 and two rifles from
Bablatala of Jessore town in 1992,

In 1994, outlaws looted a rifle
killing an on-duty policeman at
Charavita Bazar under Jessore
Kotwali thana and a rifle from railway
police in a moving train at Sundarpur
ofJhenidah district.

Outlaws looted a rifle from police
at Dobra Krishi Bank of Jessore town,
three SBL guns and a rifle from
Hamid Arms & Company in Jessore
town and four rifles after killing a
railway policeman of Darshana in
Chuadanga districtin 1995.

They looted seven rifles from
Rarhuli police camp under
Paikgachha police station of Khulna
district in 1996 and those were later
recovered, according to police.

In 1997, outlaws looted a revolver
from a policeman at Bagharpara
upazila of Jessore district and five
rifles from Ansars at Rupsha Sea Food
under Rupsha upazila of the same
district.

They also looted in 1998 three
rifles from Ansars at a Koira upazila

bound passenger launch, four rifles,
and six guns from the store room of
Khulna Cable Factory, a sub machine
gun and seven rifles from Ansars in a
moving train at Barobazar under
Kaliganj upazila of Jhenaidah after
killing a commander of Ansar depart-
ment, two rifles, 12 guns, five revolv-
ers and five pistols from the
malkhana (store room) of Khulna
Metropolitan Police, a DBBL gun
from a house at Bagmara of Khulna
city and four rifles from Bashkhali of
Rupsha upazila the same year.

Qutlaws looted 12 rifles from
Ansars on duty at Akij Jute Mills of
Jessore in 1999, a rifle from Kushtia
Sonali Bank in 2000, a DBL gun from a
shop at Rupsha upazila in 2001, a
shotgun from policeman at Khulna
Customghat in 2002, a rifle from a
security guard at Keshabpur Janata
Bank of Jessore, and a pistol, killing a
police sub inspector in Jhenidah
town in the same year.

In 2002, outlaws looted a DBL gun
from a house in Digholia upazila of
Khulna district and another DBL gun
from a house in Kalia upazila of
Narail.

They looted two guns from secu-
rity guards at Kushtia Textile Mills, a

shotgun killing two policemen at
Sheikhpara of Khulna city and 19
rifles from Ansars on duty at
Daulatpur Jute Mills at Khalispur, one
SLR and a rifle killing two policemen
in Fakirhat upazila of Bagerhat and a
shutter gun from a policeman in
Khulna cityin 2003.

Police camps were set up in differ-
ent districts of south-western region
to contain rise of criminal activities
by outlaws but law enforcers posted
at these camps never felt secure due
to lack of necessary logistic support
and fear for attacks by outlaws.

Although success was claimed in
crushing a large number of outlaws
by Rapid Action Battalion and police
since 2002, no significant achieve-
ment could be made in recovery of
looted arms and ammunition despite
special operations such as Operation
Clean Heart and Operation Spider
Web.

When contacted, Additional
Police Superintendent (Crime)
Jahangir Hossain said, "We have
arrested five people in connection
with looting of SMG and 30 bullets
from Naik Abul Basar of APBN on
Wednesday midnight. Attempts are
ontorecover the looted arms."

Charges against 105 mutineers
read out at Sylhet special court

Trial of 25 BDR rebels starts at Naogaon

Classes at CU
resume

A CORRESPONDENT

Classes at Chittagong
University (CU) resumed
yesterday.

The university went on a
12-day vacation from

STAR NATIONAL DESK

Trial of 105 BDR mutineers
of battalion 21 and battal-
ion 38 under Sylhet sector
began at special court-14 at
the sector headquarters at
9:00am yesterday.

Meanwhile, the special
court in Naogaon yesterday
began trial of 20 mutineers
of 43 Rifles Battalion.

In Sylhet, Subedar AKM
Helal Uddin read out the
allegations against 44 BDR
men of 21 battalion while Lt
Colonel Khairul Quadir,
commanding officer of the
battalion spoke as prosecu-
tor, according to our staff
correspondent.

The court headed by
Comilla Sectar
Commander Col SM Farhad
took the allegations into its
cognisance and ordered for
showing the accused
arrested in the case under
BDR rules.

Lt Col Akhtaruzzaman
and Major Md Masudul
Haque are the members of
the court. Deputy Attorney
General Farhad Ahmed and

Public Prosecutor Misbah
Uddin Siraj of Sylhet were
also present.

Trial of the mutineers of
battalion 38, began at 12
noon at the same court.
Subedar Major Minhaz
Uddin read out the allega-
tions against 61 accused of
the battalion. He also told
the court that 47 of the
accused are now in jail
hajat while the rest are at
the battalion headquar-
ters.

The court ordered arrest
of the rest 14 and asked the
authorities concerned to
produce all the 61 accused
in the court at 3:00pm
today for trial. Acting
Commanding Officer of the
battalion Major Aman ullah
Khan appeared as the pros-
ecutor.

Besides, the trial of the
34 BDR mutineers of Sylhet
Sector headquarters will
begin at 9:00am today at
the same court. The then
officer-in-charge of Sylhet
Kotwali Police Station
Syeduzzaman filed three
separate cases with the

Chief Judicial Magistrate
court on May 17 last year
against the mutineers
Sylhet sector headquarters
and two battalions under
the sector. They were later
arrested and produced
before the Chief Judicial
magistrate's Court that sent
them to jail hajat.

Our correspondent from
Chapainawabagnj reported
that special court-12 yes-
terday took the allegations
against 25 mutineers of 43
Rifles Battalion headquar-
ters in Naogaon into its
cognisance.

The complainant DAD
Abdul Latif read out the
allegations brought against
the mutineers before the
court. He alleged that the
accused looted firearms
from the battalion armoury
and fired blank shots on
February 25 and 26,
expressing solidarity with
the mutineers of BDR head-
quarters at Pilkhana in the
capital.

The court ordered the
complainant to produce
the accused in the court

today.

The accused BDR men
are Subedar Major Khalid
Hossain, Nayek Sheikh
Farid, Lance Nayek Akram
Hossain, sepoys Masum
Billah, Motiar Rahman,
Biplob Hossain, Rezaul
Karim, Ariful Islam,
Bomiuzzaman, Nur
Mohammad, Khondakar
Mamun Hossain, Jamal
Hossain, Shahinur Alam,
Moshtaque Ali, Kohinur
[slam, Zabed Younus, Igbal
Hossain, Munishi Nazmul
Haque, Mosiur Rahman,
Mehdi Hasan, Alim Al Fuad,
Fayez Ahmed, Shahidul
[slam, Nayeb Subedar
Sheikh Atiar Ali and Nayek
Hedayed Ali. Police
arrested Sheikh Atiar Ali
and Hedayed Ali at the
battalion headquarters
yesterday.

Headed by Rajshahi
Sector Commander Col
Ehia Azam Khan, trial pro-
ceedings against the
accused started at 10:00am.
The two other members are
Lt Colo Khalid Hossain and
Lt Col Touhidul islam.
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Women farmers make an artistic display in front of Faridpur deputy commissioner's office yesterday demanding steps to save high
quality local varieties of jute seeds from advance of foreign seeds. NGOs RACINE and CSRL jointly organised the programme.

October 8 due to admission
tests and Durga Puja.

However, the university
offices, which remained
closed for five days from
October 13 on the occasion of
Durga Puja, reopened on
Monday, said Deputy
Registrar Farhad Hossain
Khan.
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This bridge on Machain-Jhitka road in Harirampur of Manikganj has remained in a dilapidated condi-
tion, off-limiting movement of heavy vehicles and posing serious risk for pedestrians and bike riders.

ATTACK ON A FELLOW BY AUTO-RICKSHAW DRIVERS

RU students block road,
damage three-wheelers

RU CORRESPONDENT

Students of Rajshahi University
(RU) yesterday blocked Dhaka-
Rajshahi highway and dam-
aged three auto-rickshaws
protesting attack on a fellow by
two auto-rickshaw drivers on
Saturday night.

Auto-rickshaw driver Katu
and his brother Saju, also an
auto-rickshaw driver, beat up
Amzad Hossain, a second year
student of marketing depart-
ment in the city as he refused to
pay extra fare charged by Katu.

At one stage, Katu hit
Amzad with a sharp weapon
on his head, leaving him seri-
ously injured. Hearing the
news, Amzad's friends rushed

to the spot and took him to the
RU medical centre in an
unconscious state.

Protesting the incident and
demanding immediate arrest
of the two auto-rickshaw
drivers, several hundred
students of RU marketing
department yesterday put up
barricades on Dhaka-Rajshahi
highway in front of the univer-
sity main gate, disrupting
traffic for one and a half hours
from 12:30pm.

The agitating students
withdrew the barricades after
RU proctors and the officer-
in-charge of Motihar Police
Station assured them of taking
necessary legal steps against
the attackers.

In the afternoon, several

hundred students of different
department of the university
again blocked the highway at
the same place and damaged
three auto-rickshaws, alleging
that the authorities did not
take any action against the two
auto-rickshaw drivers.

They also beat an auto-
rickshaw driver and pelted
brickbats at the law enforcers,
disrupting traffic on the road
for two hours from 3:30pm.

On information, RU proc-
tors went to the spot and
brought back the agitating
students to the campus from
the highway at around 5:30pm.

The injured auto rickshaw
driver was admitted to the
Rajshahi Medical Collage and
Hospital in critical condition.
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