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BSF returns five
Bangladeshis

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Kushtia

Indian Border Security Force
(BSF) yesterday afternoon
handed over to Bangladesh
Rifles (BDR) the five
Bangladeshi nationals includ-
ing minor boys they had
caught from a border area in
Daulatpur upazila of Kushtia
district in the morning the
same day.

They are Faruk Hossain, 22,
son of Saim Uddin, Ashikur
Rahman, 10, son of Jamrul
Islam, Faruk Ahmed, 11, son of
Jalal Uddin, Sumon Hasan, 12,
son of Billal Hossain and
Forman Ali, 13, son of Akkas
Ali of Bhangapara in
Daulatpur upazila of the

district.

A BSF team from Krishan
camp under Hogolbaria
Thana in Nadia district of West
Bengal picked them up when
they were collecting grass near
border pillar No-153-7 at
about 8:30am, said BDR
sources.

Protesting the incident,
Subedar Julfigar Ali, company
commander of BDR Pragpur
camp in Daulatpur upazila,
sent a letter to BSF and asked
them to sitin a flag meeting.

At a flag meeting at about
4:00pm, BSF handed over the
Bangladeshis to BDR, Subedar
Julfiqur Ali said, adding that
they were later handed over
toa Daulatpur police station.

Punish molester
of deat girl

Demands Chapainawabganyj rally

Our CORRESPONDENT,
Chapainawabagnj

Hundreds of physically and
mentally challenged people
formed a human chain, held a
rally and submitted memo-
randum to the deputy com-
missioner o1
Chapinawabagnj vesterday
demanding punishment to a
man who attempted to vio-
late a seven-year-old hear-
ing-impaired girl.

Jalal Uddin, 60, a rice mill
owner of Namoshankarbati
Moholla of Chapainawabganj
municipality area, tried to
violate hearing and speech
impaired Mobassera Khatun,
7, representatives of the physi-
cally and mentally challenged
people said at a press confer-
ence at Chapainawabganj
Press Club.

When Mobassera was
playing near Jalal's rice mill on
September 29, he called her in
a room and tried to violate her

but the minor girl was saved as
two women workers of the rice
mill went there hearing her
screaml.

Later, the girl informed her
parents of the matter and her
father Bashirul Islam filed a
case against Jalal Uddin with

Sadar police station under
Women and Children
Repression Prevention Act in
the evening the same day.
Police arrested Jalal on the
night.

The protesters demanded
exemplary punishment to the
accused.

Hazera Nahar Nadi, gen-
eral secretary of Protibondhi
Narider Jatiya Parishad,
Habiba Khatun of Mukto
Bihongo Protibondhi Nari
Parishad, Jyotsna Khatun of
Zila Protibondhi Sangstha
Jago spoke at a rally jointly
organised by Mukto Bihongo
Protibondhi Nari Parishad

and Zila Protibondhi
Sangstha Jago.
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Aman plants in afield at Charipara village in Kalapara upazila of Patuakhali district getting damaged as saline water that entered the area
during October 6-9 tidal surges has remained stagnant.

Aman prospect bleak
in Patuakhali

Saline water damaging crops on 8,000 hectares

SOHRAB HOSSAIN, Patuakhali

Prospect of aman paddy
seems bleak in six upazilas of
Patuakhali district as paddy
plants on about 8,000 hect-
ares of land are badly affected
by heavy rainfall and tidal
sSurge.

Frustration is mounting
among the farmers, as saline
water, which entered their
paddy fields during tidal
surge, is damaging the plants
in larger scale although water
from the fields receded after
the surge on October6to 9.

"We are worried as our
Aman paddy, which is the
main crop in the areas, is
being damaged,” said Abdur
Rashid, a farmer of Charipara
village under Kalapara
upazila.

He cultivated aman paddy

on two hectares of land but all
his paddy fields were over-
flooded during tidal surge as
the flood control embank-
ment was damaged, Abdur
Rashid added.

The worst affected unions
include Lalua, Nigonj and
Khaprabhanga under
Kalapara upazila, Charkazal,
Charbiswas, Baishdia and
Chalitabunia under
Galachipa upazila,
Bashbaria, Char Hadi and
Char Borhan under
Dashmina upazila, Choto
Bighai, Barobighai, Itbaria
under sadar upazila,
Muradia, Angaria, Lebukhali
under Dumki upazila and
Char Barret, Agostee,
Kachipara under Baufal
upazila.

Santu Gazi, another mar-
ginal farmer, said he planted

aman paddy on 16 bighas
only one month ago taking
one-year lease from Nasir
Howlader, a local landlord,
but all his paddy fields are
rotting under saline water.

Even the water of the
paddy land has become
poisonous and itchy. People
are also facing drinking water
crisis as the tube wells went
out of order during tidal
surge.

Vast areas of cropland
were damaged by tidal surge
and heavy rainfall as about
one kilometre flood control
dam was washed away on
Ramnabad riverbank, said
Moazzem Hossain, UP mem-
ber of Lalua union parishad.

Agricultural lands on this
area are flooded in every full
moon and new moon as
saline water can easily enter

into croplands through dam-
aged dam, he added.

During tidal surge, 18 Km
flood control dam was fully
breached and another 55 Km
partly damaged, said
Siddiqur Rahman, executive
engineer of Water
Development Board (WDB).

Nikhil Ranjan, deputy direc-
tor of Department of
Agriculture Extension (DAE),
said over 10,000 hectares of
aman paddy fields were flooded
duetotidal surgethisyear.

No more crop cultivation
may be possible on the land
this year, he added.

"We sent a report on dam-
age to the higher authority
through deputy commis-
sioner (DC) to take necessary
step for rehabilitation of
affected farmers," the deputy
director said.

Trial of 108 BDR
mutineers starts
in Sylhet today

STAFF CORRESPONDENT,
Sylhet

Trial of 57 mutineers of 38
Rifles Battalion and 51 muti-
neers of 21 Rifles Battalion
under Sylhet sector will begin
at special court-14 at the
sector headquarters today.

Headed by Comilla Sector
Commander Col SM Farhad,
the special court will start trial
proceedings against 51 muti-
neers of 21 Rifles Battalion at
9:00am. Trial proceedings
against 57 mutineers of 38
mutineers will begin at the
same court at 12 noon, said Lt
Col Khairul Quadir,
cmmanding officer of 21
Battalion, at a press briefing at
the battalion headquarters
yesterday afternoon.

A representative of the
attorney general, two special
public prosecutors and two
BDR officials will remain
present in the court during
trial proceedings of the muti-

neers. Lt Col Khairul Quadir
will act as prosecutor.

On February 26, the BDR
men revolted against their
officers and took control of the
Sylhet sector headquarters
and the two battalions. They
also torched three private
vehicles of the BDR officials in
front of the battalion head-
quarters. The mutineers also
put up barricades on the road
in front of the 21 Battalion
headquarters anf fired at least
200 blankshots.

The then officer-in-charge
of Sylhet Kotwali Police
Station Syeduzzaman filed
three separate cases with the
Chief Judicial Magistrate's
Court on May 17 last year
against 51 mutineers of 21
battalion, 57 mutineers of 38
battalion and 34 mutineers of
the sector headquarters.

They were later arrested
and produced before the Chief
Judicial magistrate's Court
that sent them to jail hajat.

22 hurt as locals clash
with cops in Noakhali

UNB, Noakhali

At least 22 people, including
five policemen, were injured
in a clash between police and
locals over reinstatement of a
headmaster of a school in
Sonaimuriupazila yesterday.

Police said the managing
committee of Abul Khayer
High School called a meeting
at the school in the morning
to reinstate headmaster
Mominul Islam who was
removed from the post ear-
lier.

About 1,000 locals, who
oppose his reinstatement,
came to the school and
chanted slogans against
Mominul. In the face of agita-
tion by the locals, the manag-
ing committee called police

who escorted the headmaster
to the school.

As the agitating people
surrounded the members of
the managing committee,
police charged batons, leav-
ing 17 people injured. Five
policemen received injuries
as locals hurled brickbats at
them.

Police then fired rubber
bullets, dispersed the agita-
tors and brought the situation
under control.

0Of the injured, Sub-
Inspector Shafiqul Islam,
Naik Siraj, constables Abul
Kalam, Hamas Ullah and
Pear Uddin were admitted
to Noakhali General
Hospital while the rest
given first aid at local
health complex.
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RU student
stabbed

Ru CORRESPONDENT

A Rajshahi University (RU)
student was stabbed by two
auto-rickshaw drivers in
Hadirmore area of Rajshahi
city Sunday night.

The victim, Amzad Hossain,
is a second year student of
marketing department.

Witnesses said auto-
rickshaw driver Kalu and his
brother Saju, also an auto-
rickshaw driver, beat up
Amzad as he refused to pay
additional fare charged by
Kalu at around 8:00pm.

At one stage, Kalu stabbed
Amzad and left the scene.
Hearing the news, Amzad's
friends rushed to the spot and
took him to RU medical centre.

Students of the marketing
department yesterday staged
a demonstration on the cam-
pus demanding immediate
arrest of the drivers.

Export-import
thru' Benapole
port resumes

UNB, Benapole

Export-import between
Bangladesh and India through
Benapole land port resumed
yesterday. Activities at the port
remained suspended since
Thursday morning due to
Durga puja.

Aminul Islam, deputy
director of the port, said a
huge traffic jam was created in
the port area as several hun-
dred trucks loaded with goods,
including perishable items,
remained stranded on both
sides of the border for the last
four days.

Boy drowns

OuR CORRESPONDENT,
Kishoreganj

A four-year-old boy drowned
in a beel (water body) at
Purbapara village under Nikli
upazila of the district on
Sunday:.

The boy was identified as
Tutul, son of Rahim Uddin of
the village.

Family sources said Tutul
feel into the water body
adjacent to their house
while playing at noon.
Relatives found the body
floating in the afternoon
and recovered it.
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