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SNIPPETS

Trader found dead at hotel

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Sylhet

Police recovered the body of a trader from a hotel room
in the city's Kadomtali area on Saturday night. The
deceased was identified as Nure Alam, 24, son of Ayub
Ali of Madahabdi under Narsingdi Sadar upazila.
Police said Alam, a cloth trader, came to Sylhet on
business purpose on Friday night and booked a room
at Hotel Toufique. Seeing the room shut for hours
together on Saturday, the hotel manager informed
kotwali police who broke open the door at around
8:00pm found the body of the boarder hanging from a
ceiling fan.

CU reopens tomorrow

A CORRESPONDENT

Classes at Chittagong University (CU) resume tomorrow.
The university went on a 12-day vacation from October 8
due to admission tests and Durga Puja. However, the univer-
sity offices, which remained closed for five days from
October 13 on the occasion of Durga Puja, reopen today, said
Deputy-Registrar Forhad Hossain Khan.

Train derails

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Rajshahi

Rail communication between Rajshahi and
Chapainawabganj remained suspended for four hours as
four compartments of a passenger train derailed near
Sattapara in the city yesterday morning. Managing Director
of the western zone of Bangladesh Railway Anar Mahmud
said Rajshahi-bound Mohananda express derailed near
Sattapara at around 10:00am. He said the derailment might
have taken place due to faulty railway tracks. No casualties
were reported, he added.

Two children drown

UNB, Faridpur

Two children drowned in a pond at Bhajandanga on
the outskirts of the district town on Saturday. They
were identified as Farzana, 6, daughter of Farhad
Molla, and Robiul, 6, son of Rashiduzzaman of the
same village. Locals said Farzana and Robiul slipped
into the pond while playing on its bank at noon. After
a hectic search, family members recovered their bod-
ies from the pond.

15shops gutted

UNB, Khulna

At least 15 shops were gutted in a fire at Laldove Bazar under
Dakope upazila early yesterday. Witnesses said the fire origi-
nated from the stove of a shop at the bazar at around
12:15am and soon engulfed the adjoining 14 shops. Local
people extinguished the blaze after an hour. The affected
shop owners claimed that cash and valuables worth Tk 25
lakh were gutted in the fire.

Two drug peddlers held

UNB, Habiganj

Two alleged drug peddlers were arrested with 100 bottles of
phensidyl syrup from a house at West Pujibari at Madhabpur
upazila headquarters on Saturday night. The arrestees are
Raihan Mia, 18, and Ashik Mia, 19. Acting on a tip-off, a team
of Rab-9 raided the house of one Ali Akbar and arrested
Raihan and Ashik along with the drugs. The elite force also
seized a stolen motorbike from the house. The arrestees
confessed to their involvement in drug peddling in the dis-
trict.

Four muggers arrested

UNB, Barguna

Local people caught four muggers in Keramatpur area of
Patharghata municipality while they were fleeing after
stabbing and looting belongings of a night guard on
Saturday night. The muggers are Shamim, Belal Hossain,
Swapan and Saidul Islam, residents of the municipal town.
Police said six muggers intercepted night guard Badal
while he was returning to the municipal town from his
Banshtala village at around 8:00pm. They stabbed the
night guard and snatched his gold chain and a mobile
phone set. Hearing scream, local people chased the mug-
gers, caught four gang members and beat them up. Two
other muggers--Topu and Sumon-managed to flee. Later,
the muggers were handed over to the police. Injured night
guard was admitted to Patharghata hospital in a critical
condition.

Schoolgirl commits suicide

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Thakurgaon

A schoolgirl allegedly committed suicide at her home at
Horinarayanpur village in Thakurgaon Sadar upazila on
Saturday night. The deceased is Sonali Rani, 13, daughter
of Nabadip, and a student of class-VII of Harinarayanpur
Jolpaitala Junior High School. The girl, who had moved
around during the whole day watching local puja
mandops, went to sleep at about 11:00pm in her room,
said locals and police. As she did not wake up from sleep
in the morning, family members knocked at her door
repeatedly. Finding no response from inside, they broke
open the door and found her body hanging from a beam
with her scarf. On information, police went to the spot,
recovered the body and sent it to Thakurgaon Hospital for
autopsy. Reason behind the suicide could not be known
immediately.

One held with forged notes

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Sylhet

Law enforcers arrested a man and recovered forged
notes from his possession in the city's Sunamganj
bus stand at Tukerbazar area on Saturday night. The
arrestee, Abdul Matin, hails from Sunamganj Sadar
upazila. During interrogation by the DB men, Matin
said he is one of the members of a gang of
Chittagong. The gang had been making forged notes
of Tk1000 and Tk 500 denomination for long, he
added. Sylhet Metropolitan Police Commissioner
Aftab Uddin Ahmed informed the newsmen at a
press briefing that efforts are on to arrest the other
members of the gang. A case was lodged with the
Kotwali Police Station on Saturday night. The
arrestee was yesterday produced in the Judicial
Magistrate's Court that sent him to jail.

NATIONAL

River erosion takes

serious turn in Pabna

Padma devours 10 houses, 17 acres of
land in Ishwardi in a day

OuUR CORRESPONDENT,
Pabna

Erosion by the River Padma
has taken a serious turn in
Sharsa union under Ishwardi
upazila of Pabna district.

The river devoured at least
10 houses and over 17 acres of
land in a day. Locals offered
special prayer yesterday and
urged the authorities con-
cerned to take immediate
measures to save the union
from onslaught of the river.

Md Shahabul Alam, chair-
man of Shara Union Parishad,

claimed that the Padma
devoured at least 300 houses

of Komorpur, Arambaria,
Shekherchalk, Dhapari,

Majdia, Jhaudia and
Ghoshpurvillages in a month.
Hindu community at
Komorpur village could not
celebrate Durga Puja as the
river recently devoured a
mandir, he said. About 1,000
houses, six schools, five
mosques at six other villages in
Shara union are under erosion

threat, the chairman added.
Contacted, Executive
Engineer of Water

Development Board in Pabna
Md Kabibur Rahman said they
have already submitted a Tk
140 crore project to the
authorities concerned to
protect 7.5-km area from
Komorpur to Jhaudia.

We have also submitted a
Tk 90 lakh project to take
immediate prevention mea-
sures. Approval of the project
isunder process, he said.

Meanwhile the villagers
offered mass prayer for getting
saves from the river erosion in
the villageslocals claimed.

Attack on puja mandop
in Barisal, 5 injured

Gang leader arrested

A CORRESPONDENT. Barisal

Five including a female Ansar
were injured as a gang
attacked a puja Mandop in
Muladi upazila of the district
on Saturday night.

Police and witnesses said
shirt of one Kharul Peyada
was slightly burnt after a
spark fall on some youths
during Aroti puja at Radha
Gobinda Mandir puja
mandop at Muladi Bandar at

around 9:00 pm.

The youths became agi-
tated and asked the mandir
committee to stop Durga Puja.
When local people tried to
settle the matter, a gang led by
Khairul attacked the puja
mandop, leaving five people,
including female Ansar Munni
Begum, were injured.

Police rushed to the spot
and brought the situation
under conirol. They
arrested Khairul Peyada, 18,

son of Majid Peyada of
Terochar village under the
upazila.

Khirul was produced in
the Judicial Magistrate
Court that sent him to jail.
Amiruzzaman Amir, office-
in-charge of Muladi Police
Station, said Khairul was to
jail under Section 54 of
penal code. No case was
filed with the police station
concerned as of 6:00pm
yesterday.

PHOTO: STAR
Journalists from Rupganj Press Club form a human chain in Narsingdi yesterday as they stop at the
district town during their journey to Sylhet as part of a campaign to motivate people to use anthrax
vaccine and notto get panicked about the disease.
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PHOTO: STAR
Brac, the largest NGO of the country, arranges a colourful procession in Chapainawabganj town
marking International Day for the Eradication of Poverty yesterday.

40-DAY JOoB PROGRAMME FOR THE POOR

Govt allocates Tk 8.82cr
for Gaibandha district

Bss, Gaibandha

The government has allocated
Tk 8 crore, 82 lakh and 12,000
against special 40-day
employment generation
programme for the ultra-poor
and seasonal unemployed
people of the district this year.

The objective of the
programme is to assist the
poor, particularly jobless farm
workers and day labourers, in
overcoming job crisis and
famine-like situation during
the lean period in the months
of Ashwin and Kartik of Bangla
year.

District relief and reha-
bilitation office sources said
a total of 14,702 poor people
including women aged
between 18 and 50 years
have been listed as workers
to complete the project
works.

The project works include
construction and reconstruc-
tion of katcha roads and
approach roads of bridges
and culverts, earth filling on
the ground of different aca-
demic and religious institu-
tions, excavation and re-
excavation of derelict ponds
and canals and removing
water hyacinth from the
water bodies.

Of the total, some 2378
workers have been selected in

Sadar upazila, 1381 in
Palashbari, 2436 in
Gobindaganj, 1624 in

Sadullapur, 3337 in
Sundarganj, 1262 in Fulchhari
and 1884 in Saghata upazila of
the district, sources said.
Under this programme, a
labourer will work five days in
a week and get Tk 150 per day
for doing seven-hour job in
different fields. The project

works will continue till
December, until start of the
full harvest of T-Aman paddy
and each of the beneficiaries
will receive Tk 6,000 for the 40-
day work, said Shah Alam,
district relief and rehabilita-
tion officer.

The project work has
already begun in some of the
upazilas of the district and the
work in other upazilas will
start verysoon, he added.

Earlier, Gaibandha Deputy
Commissioner M Shahidul
Islam formally inaugurated
the programme by digging
earth on the ground of

Sadullapur Women's Madrasa
on October 13 as the chief
guest.

Upazila Nirbahi Officer M
Ariful Haque, public represen-
tatives, political leaders,
journalists and local elite were
presenton the occasion.a
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