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Work for land port in

Locals eye boost in trade with India

SHANTIMOY CHAKMA,
Rangamati

Land acquisition to set up
land customs station (LCS) at
Thegamukh under Barkal
upazila is underway, open-
ing up a new horizon in
cross-border trade between
Bangladesh and India.

Huge amount of govern-
ment revenue will be earned
by exporting medicines,
cloths, ceramics items, mela-
mine, chips, dried fishes,
leather bags to India whereas
timber, bamboo, cotton,
sesame, turmeric, ginger and
cattle could be imported
from India through this port,
said Santosh Kumar
Chakma, chairman of Barkal
upaczila.

New sources of income
will also be created as many

indigenous people could be
engaged in business or load-
ing and unloading works, he
added.

"We are facing serious
crisis of raw materials. If the
port is built, we will get
cheap raw materials from
India," said Jaharul Haque,
managing director of
Karnaphuli Paper Mills
(KPM).

Meanwhile, sites on the
both sides were selected near
Thegamukh border outpost
(BOP) for the proposed port.
The two friendly neighbours
will share one km each for
the port, said Col Md
Bashirul Islam, sector com-
mander, Rangamati sector
headquarters of BDR.

People of Thegamukh
frontier, 125 kilometre away

from the district headquar-
ters, have been living in
peace since the BOP was set
up in 1949 as tension
between Bangladesh Rifles
(BDR) and Indian Border
Security Force (BSF) had
never arose there, Bashirul
added.

At present, water route is
the only way of communica-
tion for the proposed port.
Local Government
Engineering Department
(LGED) is, however, plan-
ning to construct a 60-
kilometre road from Barkal
upazila headquarters to
Thega via Chhotohorina.

If the road is built, it will
create easy road communi-
cation either for BDR as well
as for the common people,
rangamati LGED office

Rangamati starts

sources said.

The government has
already appointed five clear-
ing and forwarding agents
for loading and unloading
goods at the port.

Atoching Marma, a
karbari (village chief) of
Thegamukh village, said they
cannot export some highly
demanded items to India. If
the proposed port is built, it
will connect some towns like
Loonglai, Demaggree,
Tobolabug and Ichol of India
with Bangladesh.

"As far as I know file work
is being progressed for set-
ting up land port at
Thegamukh," said home
secretary while visiting
Thegamukh BOP in
Rangamati along with home
minister on September 30.
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Site for the proposed Land Customs Station near Thegamukh border outpost in Borohornia union under Barkal

upazila of Rangamati district.

10 hurt as rival Jubo Dal
men clash in Rajshahi

STAFF CORRESPONDENT,
Rajshahi

At least 10 activists were
injured in a factional clash of
Rajshahi Jubo Dal in Kadirganij
ofthe cityyesterday.

Raihanul Hagq, joint con-
vener of the district unit of
Jatiayatabadi Jubo Dal, was
among the injured, wit-
nesses said.

Police and witnesses said
a Jubo Dal faction loyal to
Nadim Mostafa, president of
district BNP, was holding a

meeting at a community
centre with Rizvi Ahmed,
joint secretary of BNE as
chiefguest.

The clash ensued after
100-120 activists from
another Jubo Dal faction led
by Raihanul, loyal to former
city mayor Mizanur Rahman
Minu, were denied entrance
to the meeting around
6:00pm, they added.

The conflicting groups
vandalised the community
centre and assaulted the rivals

in presence of the chief guest
and other seniorleaders.

At one stage, Raihanul
was beaten and dragged
inside the community centre
by the rival faction. He was
rescued later after senior
BNP leaders intervened,
witnesses said.

Later, police took the
situation under control.

Rajshahi BNP and its asso-
ciate organisations are polar-
ised over formation of district
and city units of Jubo Dal.

One more
Shibir man
held at RU

RU CORRESPONDENT

Motihar police yesterday
arrested one more Islami
Chhatra Shibir cadre on
Rajshahi University (RU)
campus in connection with
February9 violence.

The arrestee, Selim Reza,
is a second year student of
Islamic Studies
Department and also a
resident of Shaheed
Shamsuzzoha Hall.

Bangladesh Chhatra
League (BCL) activists
caught Selim in front of the
hall at around 2:30pm and
handed him over to the
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This bamboo-made bridge over River in Madarganj upazila of Jamalpur district collapsed recently, making construction of a concrete
bridge all the more necessary to ease communication between Balijuri and Jurkhali unions and the upazila headquarters.

Thousands suffer for want

of a bridge in Jamalpur

A CORRESPONDENT, Jamalpur

Thousands of villagers in two
unions under Madarganj
upazila of the district are
suffering for want of a con-
crete bridge over the Khorka
River that separates the
unions from the upazila
headquarters.

The locals said building of
a 60-metre-long bamboo-
made bridge with the help of
Madarganj Pourasava and
the local donors last year
gave them a sort of relief.

But failing to bear the
burden of a large number of

users, the bamboo bridge
recently collapsed.

Now market-going peo-
ple, farmers, traders and
students of primary and high
schools, colleges and
madrasas of Tartapara,
Sukhnagori, Nadagari and
Nangla villages under
Balijuri union and Khilkati
and Kukurmari villages
under Jurkhali union of the
upazila find it troublesome
to cross theriver.

Patients, especially preg-
nant women and sick chil-
dren, are the worst sufferers
due to the communication

problem while doctors show
unwillingness to visit the
areas, villagers said, adding
that they have to walk addi-
tional three or four kilo-
metres using another path to
reach their destinations.
"Following collapse of the
bamboo-made bridge, it has
become almost impossible
to carry VGE VGD and relief
materials from the upazila
headquarters to the union
parishad office at
Sukhnagori village which is
on the other side of the
Khorka River. As a result,
beneficiaries remain

deprived of local govern-
ment service," Balijuri UP
Chairman Muzammel
Haque said.

Several locals said the
authorities concerned and
the local lawmaker have
remained indifferent to solve
the problem.

Contacted, Madarganj
upazila LGED office
sources said a proposal for
the construction of a con-

crete bridge over the
Khorka River had been sent

to the district LGED office
for further steps.
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police.

Hearing the news of
Selim's arrival at the hall,
a group of BCL activists
of the hall unit led by

Nazmul Alam, Mamunur
Rashid and Mahbubur
Rahman caught the
Shibir man.

BCL men also beat him
up and later handed over to
the law enforcers.

RU BCL leaders alleged
that the Shibir cadre took
part in February 9 campus
violence that left BCL
worker Faruk Hossain
dead.

RU Proctor Prof
Chowdhury Zakaria said
the Shibir man was arrested
for their alleged involve-
ment in February 9 campus
violence.

Abul Khair, officer-in-
charge (OC) of Motihar
Police Station told this
correspondent that they
would interrogate the
Shibir man.

PHOTO: STAR
Devotees anoint each other with vermilion at Utsarga Mandir at Boalia Thana intersection in Rajshahi

city on Bijoya Dashami, the concluding day of the Durga Puja, the biggest religious festival of the
Bangalee Hindus, yesterday.
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