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Pabna celebrates 182nd founding anniversary on canvas
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The people of Pabna celebrated
the 182nd founding anniver-
sary of Pabna district amid
festivity on Saturday. Pabna,
one of the oldest districts of the
country, turned 182 years on
October 16. Different organisa-
tions observed programmes
marking the occasion.

Ajker Projonmo Forum, a
youth organisation, observed

the restoration of the natural
beauty of the district. Later,
eminent persons of the district
cut a cake celebrating the anni-
versaryofthedistrict.

Meanwhile Ajker Projonmo
Forum's painting competition
attracted over a hundred chil-
dren from different schools.
The subjects were the historical
heritages and natural beauty of
thedistrict.

day long programmes includ-
Ing a painting competition,
cultural programme and a
reception at the Pabna Town

Hall premises. Meanwhile the
Pabna Press Club held a discus-

sion and a cake festival at the
club premises on Saturday
night.

President of Pabna Press
Club Rumi Khandaker chaired

A cake to celebrate Pabna.

the programme while among
others, noted columnist
Ranaish Maitra, secretary of
Pabna Press Club Utpal Mirza,
freedom fighter Rabiul Islam
Robi and Advocate Murshad
Subhanispokeonthe occasion.

The speakers lamented the

loss of the rich heritage of dis-
trict and emphasised the
necessity to restore it. Pabna is
an important landmark for the
country: first as the hub of the
Language Movement and then
in the Liberation War of 1971
when people of the district
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fought valiantly for the coun-
try's freedom. The independ-
ent flag of Bangladesh was
hoisted in Pabna first, the
speakers pointed out.
Focusing on the natural
beauty of the district, the
speakers mourned the reced-

A discussion, cultural
programme and reception
were held in the evening in the
Town Hall premises. Noted
artiste of the district Hosne
Zaman Hansu was accorded a
reception. Later the artistes of
Pabna Shilpakala Academy
performed in the cultural
show.

Durga Puja ends on high note

KONGKON KARMAKER, Dinajpur
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'Maha Ashtomi, Nabami' were cele-
brated here in Dinajpur on Friday and
Saturday, and the biggest festival of the
Hindu community ended on Sunday
with immersion after offering prayers,
dancing with rituals at every mandap
of the districts of Dinajpur and
Joypurhat.

The beat of drums, clash of cymbals,
ringing of bells, dances before the idol
of Durga, incense wafting in the air, all
form an integral part of Durga Puja.

Durga Puja is a festival with a series
of rituals followed on each day of the
puja. Starting from the day of the
Mahalaya, the days of Sashthi, Saptami,
Ashtami, Navami and Dashami or
Bijoya Dashami are observed with
unique rituals each day.

Devotees recited the mantras and
offered flowers to Goddess Durga
(pushpanjali) and prayed for herblessings.

After the pushpanjali ceremony,
prasad was served. Throughout
Dinajpur town a heavy rush was wit-
nessed in the temples, as people came
in large numbers to pay obeisance to
Goddess Durga.

AMINUL ISLAM, Mymensingh
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A two day cultural programme was
organised at Sree Sree Shivbari Temple
in the town to mark Durga Puja. Hindu

women celebrated the puja at the tem-
ple under the banner of 'Sharodiya
Durgutsab Committee’ , a first such
initiative in the country.

Noted Tagore artiste Sadi
Mohammad Takiullah and dancer
Shibli Mohammad also made a cour-
tesy tour to the venue.

The cultural programmes were held
on the Ashtami and Nabami puja. The
programmes included rendition of
classical music, Rabindra, Nazrul, and
Lalon songs, dance sequences includ-
ing Arati Nrittya and poetryrecitation.

The two day cultural show was
followed by arati nrittya. The arati
nrittya, an integral part of the celebra-

Indigenous people dance on Durga Puja in Dinajpur.
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tion, is traditionally performed by men
but the event broke new ground as
women took centre stage in a colourful
celebration.

Shima Dutta, Cultural secretary of
the Celebration Committee conducted
the programme.

“We enjoyed this year's Durga Puja
which was very enjoyable as a group of
women took charge to organise the
biggest celebration so far,” said Suchitra
Sen Gupta, general secretary of the Puja
Celebrate Committee. According to

President of the puja celebration
committee Shukla Das, “The positive
response from the community, espe-
cially from the women will encourage

them to observe Durga Pujaeveryyear.”

“Generally Durga Puja is not cele-
brated at the temple but we started it
this year,” said Swapon Sen Gupta,
secretary of Shivbari temple.

RABIUL HASAN, Chapainawabganj
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The Harijan community celebrated
Durga Puja at a Puja mandap of Harijan
village in Chapainawabganj town with
traditional verve:

prayers, dance and spreading the
message of joy and brotherhood. They
also distributed sweetmeats after offer-
ing prayers every day.

“We are very proud of our traditional
puja and have given money to set up the
mandap. We have been organising the
Durga Puja here for the last seven years.
The celebration is very traditional and
ethnic, because Pujais our culture, our
heritage. Over a passage of time there
has been a much greater involvement
of the Harijan people in the district,”
said president Dulal Kumar of the
Harijan Puja Committee, a view echoed
byits secretary Prokash Chandi Das.

Unfortunately while members of
the Hindu community visited many
Puja mandap to offer prayers, most did
not come to the mandap of the mar-
ginalised Harijans. The latter com-
plained that they faced discrimination
in every sphere and called on the
government to take initiatives to alle-
viate their distress.

Jamal Ahmed'’s solo art exhibition

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
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Dhaka Art Centre has organised a week
long solo art exhibition titled "Midnight
Dreams” of artist Jamal Ahmed, a noted
realistic painter in Bangladesh. About 50
artworks are on display at the exhibition.
The exhibition was inaugurated by Arturo
Perez Martinez, the Spanish Ambassador
to Bangladesh on October 15. Veteran
painter Rafiqun Nabiwas special guest on
the occasion. A book on artworks of Jamal
Ahmed “Drawing and Painting” was
launched by French Ambassador Charley
Causeret.

Scenic beauty of Bangladesh, moonlit
night, Bengali women, street people,
villagers, oarsman, boatman, working
class people, pastoral panoramic view,
Bauls, mendicants and more have been
supremely portrayed by Jamal Ahmed.
The artist portrays the moving and
remarkable sights around us.

Jamalis one of theleading portraits and
nature painters from the early 70s. From
the beginning of his career, his prime
concerns are transparent beauty of
nature, people's ecstasy, joy, longing, pain
and yearning. As a socially aware painter,
Jamal closely observed the changing
socio-political and economic condition
of the country. Pigeons, fishermen, disad-
vantaged people and their daily chores
are recurrent themes in his paintings. In
his ongoing solo exhibition, Jamal has
used charcoal, pastel, pencil, watercolour
and acrylic on paper and canvas. His
acrylic follows the typical watercolour
tonalities--soft and apparently translu-
cent. The painter tries to express his feel-
ings through simple compositions and

Artwork by Jamal Ahmed.

colours. His paintings are recogniseable
because of his malleable ground and
subdued tone.

Jamal's sketches are powerful in their
sensual lines and tranquillity. The char-
coal sketches are particularly lively and
touching. His colours are romantic and
dreamy, which is why his paintings are
admired by art aficionados and viewers.

The exhibition ends on October 23.

(From right) Spanish Ambassador Arturo Perez Martinez, French Ambassador
Charley Causeret and the artist seen at the book launch.
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Metamorphosis Confessions of a

On Desh TV at 08:15pm Dangerous Mind
Drama Serial On Zee Studio at 09:30pm
Cast: Humayun Faridee, Farhana Genre: Comedy
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Cast: Drew Barrymore, Sam Rockwell
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BBC World

12:00 BBC World News

02:30  HARDtalk

04:30  World Business Report

05:00 GMT with George Alagiah

07:00 Impact Asia with Mishal
Husain

10:00  The Hub with Nik Gowing

12:00 World News Toda
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Fifty Fifty
On Banglavision at 09:45pm
Drama Serial

Cast: Shahiduzzaman Selim,Tazin
Ahmed




