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ActionAid forms a human chain in front of the National Press Club
in the city yesterday on the occasion of the World Food Day.

SAFE USE OF CHEMICALS AT LLAB

'Practice should
start at school’

DU CORRESPONDENT

'Include right to food in constitution’

UNB, Dhaka

Beginning users of laboratories should be made aware to avoid
accidents and long-term harms of chemicals, speakers told a
workshop yesterday.

They said the practice of using laboratory safely should start
from school level when students embark on laboratory experi-
ments. If trained properly during that period, students are
expected to remain alert in their professions while handling
chemicals.

The speakers at the inaugural session of a four-day workshop
on safe laboratory use at Dhaka University cautioned that the
unconscious use oflaboratory can critically harm health and the
environment.

Dhaka University Vice-chancellor Prof AAMS Arefin
Siddique, as the chief guest, urged the government to make alaw
regarding collecting and storing of chemicals in the country.

The recent devastating fires at Nimtoli and Jatrabari, which
were basically intensified by combustible chemicals, pointed
finger to more carefulness in using chemicals.

Chemists from different government and private institutions
and research centres are participating the workshop at
Khandaker Mokarram Hossain Science Building at DU.

Bangladesh Society for Pharmaceutical Professionals (BSPP)
and the Institute of Chemists and Chemical Technologists,
Bangladesh (ICCTB) arranged the workshop.

Prof Arefin inaugurated the workshop while chairman of ICCTB
Prof M Muhibur Rahman presided over the inaugural session. BSPP
General Secretary Javed Yeayah and Chairman of Chemistry
Department Prof Tazmeri SA Islam of DU were also present.

Experts, academics and human rights activists
at a discussion yesterday urged the government
for taking steps to include the right to food as a
fundamental right in the constitution to ensure
food security for all.

They said as the right to food is not a consti-
tutional right in the country, people cannot
compel the government to provide them food.

There are at present many poor African
countries providing food to their people as a
fundamental right, theyadded.

ActionAid Bangladesh, a non-government
organisation, organised the discussion titled

"Right to food as a fundamental right" at
CIRDAP auditorium in the city.

Addressing the discussion, eminent econo-
mist Prof Qazi Kholiquzzaman Ahmad said the
government should take measures to hand over
khas land to the landless and ultra poor people,
thereby utilise and achieve food security.

He emphasised on rearrange the existing
market economy system as well as creating
employment opportunities to remove poverty
and attain food security.

Referring to the adverse affect of climate
change, he said the public sector should come
forward in facing the challenges.

Criticising the role of micro credit in elimi-
nating poverty, the economist said, “Who says

that poverty has gone to the museum, it should
take place in the museum.”

Prof Kholiquzzaman stressed the need for
taking integrated steps for creating employ-
ment opportunities and remove poverty.

“If we can not create employment opportu-
nities, we cannotadvance,” he said.

About the country's population boom, he
said it is the number one problem in achieving
food security and if the growth of population
cannot be controlled, the target of attaining
food security would not be possible.

Apart from food security, Prof
Kholiquzzaman called upon the government to
take steps for ensuring water, power and hous-
ing security to citizens.

He also stressed the need for announcing a
law for agriculture labours and farmers.

Teacher of Dhaka University Prof Asif Nazrul
said the right to food, clothing, accommoda-
tion and employment must be considered as
the fundamental right in constitution so that
people can ask questions about the govern-
ment'srole.

“Now, people have no constitutional right to
food. If millions of people die due to a lack of
food, they could not raise their voices against
the government for supplying food,” he said.

Chaired by Actionaid Country Director
Farah Kabir, the discussion was addressed,
among others, by Rasheda K Chowdhury,
Rokeya Kabir and Asraf Kaysar.
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We are the 80 lakh women members

2.5 lakh small entrepreneurs

13 lakh students, 44 thousand school teachers
80 thousand health volunteers

6 thousand paralegal volunteers and

25 thousand rural community members of BRAC

@ Lo-mmERRY CT-FF 321 AgAES ST RE Jaod F6 Io< BT Jeid @ @ (@ L6-mmey o Fae) Al =1eed
fSIRISD U | YAER d00%, 96%, 60%, W% &F A 3,930/ =, b,®20/=, 9,950/ =, L,d0/ =, ¢,>>0/= 8,0/ = BRA A
Rfeg we@d Afps RSB | AT §o o IaR OIS f[AFF0 ISP RREmY @EM 9N| BT M FER SRS @D
fSIRPITSD AN AR | 9 JET 90 TSI 050 |

dedicated to realising potential

www.brac.net

BUTTERFLY.

Committed to Care

International
Day for the
Eradication
of Poverty

2010




