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MESSAGE

On 16 October 2010 the World Food Day enters its 30th year and United against Hunger,
the theme of this year's World Food Day, is chosen to recognize the efforts made in the
fight against world hunger at national, regional and international levels. Uniting against
hunger becomes real when state and civil society organizations and the private sector

work in partnership at all levels to defeat hunger, extreme poverty and malnutrition. FAO
has launched the campaign of the "1 billion hungry project” to invite people worldwide
to sign the anti-hunger petition in a specifically dedicated internet site

www. [ billionhungry.org.

Food production will have to increase by 70 percent to feed a population of nine billion
people by 2050. With land scarcity, farmers will be obliged to obtain greater yields out of
the land already under cultivation rather than expanding their farms. Increasing food
production by such a huge amount, and the related goal that everyone must have access
to that food, is not a job for a single actor. But through partnerships with governments,
research institutes and universities, farmers' associations and pressure groups, the UN
system, civil society, and the private sector working together it can be done.

The major challenges ahead are to mobilize substantial additional public and private
sector investments in agriculture and rural infrastructure and ensure farmers' access to
modemn inputs to boost food production and productivity in the developing world,
particularly in low-income and food-deficit countries. We have also found ways to
guarantee that everyone has access to the food they need for an active and healthy life
which can be achieved so that the farmers can earn incomes comparable to those of
secondary and tertiary sector workers.

The Government of Bangladesh has put high
priority to agriculture and I am convinced that
Bangladesh will meet the challenges of food
security by attracting public-private investment
in the sector, therefore boosting production as

well as generating a mechanism to provide
access to food at all levels.

I wish a grand success of the World Food Day 2010.

M

(Ad Spijkers)

L]

FAO Representative in
Bangladesh
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