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EXPERTS ON INTERNATIONAL CRIMES (TRIBUNALS) AMENDMENT ACT

It's better than war crimes laws used globally

EMRAN HOSSAIN

The International Crimes
(Tribunals) Amendment Act
2009 is better than any other
relevant international law and
more committed to human
rights than those ensured
during any war crimes trial
across the globe.

Prominent jurists, intel-
lectuals, journalists and
human rights activists, while
talking to The Daily Star, said
they examined the act in
relation to relevant interna-
tional laws and came down
heavily on a two-member
delegation from the United
Kingdom.

The UK delegates said the
act falls short of international
standard onWednesday:.

Justice Golam Rabbani
said, "I have read the speech
given by Steven Kay QC and it
appears to me that he is not a
lawyer up to the mark.

"And probably he was
brought here to say against
the trial by people who do not
want the trial.”

Steven, in a seminar titled
"Human rights: Perspective
Bangladesh”, made several
objections to the ongoing
war crimes trial and the act
under which war criminals of
the country's War of
Liberation are being tried.

Steven raised a point on
jurisdiction of the War Crimes
Tribunal over crimes commit-

ted before commencement of
the act, which he said chal-
lenged universal principle.

“With regards to his objec-
tion to the retrospective effect
to the law, it is sufficient to tell
him to read the charter of
Nuremberg Trial,” said Golam
Rabbani.

“The crime mentioned in
the charter was retrospective
in effect and the crime which
was mentioned therein are
the same as in the act of 1973,
in language and description
of the crime,” said Golam
Rabbani.

He also mentioned that
before enactment of the 1973
act in Bangladesh Parliament,
a resolution was adopted in
the United Nations to the
effect, “Bangladesh has every
right to try the criminals who
committed war crimes in
1971.”

The way the 1973 Act is
better in standard than any
other law is that all the
tribunals or trials, namely
Nuremberg or Tokyo or
Manila, were independent
in nature and decision of
those tribunals were final
whereas the 1973 act enter-
tains the provision for
appeal.

“There is a provision in the
act of 1973, making the judg-
ment and the order of the
tribunal appealable before
the appellate division of
Supreme Court of
Bangladesh.

“There was no such provi-
sion of appeal before and this
provision is sufficient to
guarantee the fair and proper
trial in the tribunal,” said
Golam Rabbani.

Legal experts said the act
was formulated, taking into
account all the relevant
conventions and laws avail-
able at the time of formula-
tion,

This especially includes
the laws used in Nuremberg,
Tokyo and Manila Trial, the
trials held on crimes during
World War II, Geneva
Convention and relevant UN
conventions.

Even some of the experts
involved in formulation of law
for Nuremberg trial, held in
1945, was involved in formu-
lation of the actin 1973.

The act, however, under-
went further amendment and
included the provision of
appeal.

“If the Supreme Court
considers the tribunal's deci-
sion wrong, the decision can
be cancelled and none can
change the order of the SC,”
said eminent Journalist
Shahriar Kabir.

Steven also expressed
concern over the lack of rights
to challenge and inability to
request the tribunal to be
accountable for its conduct in
the act.

During Nuremberg trial
and other trials on war crimes

of World War-1I, lawyers for
accused raised question over
appointment of judge and
prosecution by the plaintiff

would call it a war between
India and Pakistan, he

explained.
“Had we lost the war in

Experts say

® Steven Kay QG not a lawyer up to the mark
® Act formulated considering all available

laws and conventions regarding war

crimes trial

® Provision of appeal by convicts present for

fair trial

® (Queries on the Act already answered
® (Questions being raised now to confuse

people, international community

and expressed “no-
confidence” over the issue.
But none of the trial or tribu-
nal acceptedit.

“Inno trial of war criminals
in the history of the world
were the war criminals given
the right to bring "no-
confidence” on the judge
appointed for the trial,” said
Shahriar.

Shahriar also said the
definition of war crimes might
vary from country to country.
Pakistan says there was no
war of independence in 1971,
and it was a civil war or many

1971, by now Pakistan and
Jamaat-e-Islami would have
hanged freedom fighters for
crimes in war. It is always the
justice of a victor. This is the
way the world worked and is
working tillnow,” he added.
Experts also mentioned
that the constitution of
Bangladesh is internationally
regarded as one of the best
constitutions in the world,
and Bangladesh has interna-
tionally reputed jurists who
are often invited by foreign
countries, namely Cambodia
and Rwanda, to develop their

COMMERCIAL BUILDING
SALE / RENT

A twelve (12) storied newly built building (corner plot) at
Shymoli, Mirpur Road is readily available for sale / rent .
First Six floors of 87,000 sft is for sale and next five
floors of 90000 sft is for rent with grand receiption at
ground floor. Internal constructional changes to suit the

requirements of Hospital,

offices can be accommodated.

University, NGO and other

Mobile

01926666102, 01926666101, 01926666103
01926666100, 01926666104

=2 STAMFORD UNIVERSITY

BANGLADESH

Education for tomorrow's world...

Offering the best

Admission Spring 2011

MASTER'S

degrees

> Master of Pharmacy
> MS in Microbiology

Contact Address:

Head Office & Dhanmondi Campus

> Master of Business Administration (MBA)
> Master of Arts in English (Final)
> Master of Arts in English (Preliminary & Final)

> M. Sc. in Environmental Science

> M. Sc. in Computer Science & Engineering

> Master in Computer Application (MCA)

> M. A.in Film & Media (2 years)

> M. S.S.in Journalism & Media Studies (Pre. & Final)

Do You Know?

awarded
Palmes

One of the top 1000 business
schools of the world and

Certificate of

Ref: Eduniversal, Paris
www.eduniversal.com

Graded as one of the top
universities in Bangladesh by
Govt.

Taught
experienced teachers
home & abroad

by qualified &

from

Last Date of Application: December 12, 2010

Admission Test:
Siddeswari Campus

December 17, 2010

744, Satmosjid Road, Dhanmondi, Dhaka
Tel: 9124161,8156122,8153168,9124569,8119623
(Ext - 118, 119, 124, 125, 126, 127 & 128)

Mobile: 01713082402,01675694482,01675694483

51, Siddeswari Road, Dhaka

Tel: 8355626, 8355596, 8354577, 8355512-13
(Ext-114,116,119,121,122, 191 & 192)
Mobile: 01937082093, 01937085783

E-malil: admission@stamforduniversity.edu.bd;

The Baily Star

Web Page:

www. stamforduniversity.edu.bd

Coming out tomorrow - Star Campus

Linking Young Minds Together

The Daily Star offers campus based
weekly magazine 'Star Campus' - the
ultimate magazine for the young
generation - a common platform for
the college and university students
and academicians - to share their ideas
thoughts, dreams, opinions and views.
Star Campus is an endeavour to bring
into the center stage the visionary
aspects of our college and university
students, alongside their lifestyle, cultural
trends and their multidimensional talents.
Star Campus is a magazine broadly based
on campus life! It contains articles,
academic news, achievements,
travelogues, interviews, book reviews,
quiz, milestones, academic tips, profiles
of educational institutes, cultural and
extra-curricular activities in campus,
jokes, cartoons, photographs and much
more. This is a magazine Of the Students,
By the Students and For the Students.
Star Campus helps link young minds

together.

PHOTO: STAR
IWC of Dhaka North organises a programme at the Islamia Eye
Hospital in the city recently, providing milk to children on treatment.
Zahida Ispahani IEH, Nishat Huda, Atia Parveen, Nurjahan Sarwar,
Lovely Bayzied, Mohsena Reza, Salma Haque, Tahera Muzaffar, Farhat
Rahim, Akhter Jahan, Faizunnahar Huq, Zerina Akhter and Bejoy R

Saha, among others, were present.

3-day debate
contest ends
today

DU CORRESPONDENT

A three-day debate competi-
tion for the college and school
students of Rajuk College at
Uttara in the city ends today.

The debate festival was organ-
ised jointly by Prothom Alo and
The Daily Star with the slogan
"Jukii Hok Muktir Sopan" (let
logicbe thestairsoffreedom).

The quarterfinal, semi-final
and final of the debate as well as
semi-final and final of Bangla
debate will be held today. The
prize giving ceremony will
held at 4:00pm.

'Wash hands to
prevent diseases'

METRO DESK

Speakers urged all to wash
hands with soap to prevent
diseases in the country.

They made the call at a
programme organised by
ICDDR,B at its Sasakawa
Auditorium in the city on
Thursday on the occasion of
the Global Handwashing Day;,
said a pressrelease.

Secret for Health and
Family Welfare M Humayun
Kabir, Executive Director of
ICDDR,B Dr Alejandro
Cravioto,Line Director of
Prim Health and Family
Welfare Dr ABM Jahangir Alam
and Chairman and Managing
Director of Unilever
Bangladesh Rakesh Mohan
were among others present.

Grameenphone
donates 200

computers
to DGHS

METRO DESK

Directorate general of health
services under the health and
over 200 computers from
Grameenphone Limited as dona-
tion at a ceremony held at
GPHOUSEinthecityon Thursday:

The computers will be used
to digitise the health manage-
ment information system and
providing e-health service to
the people, says a pressrelease.

Prof Kh Md Shefyetullah,
director for medical education,
and Prof Abul Kalam Azad,
director of management infor-
mation system of the director-
ate, on behalf of Prof Shah
Monir Hossain, director general
of health services, received the
computers from Oddvar
Hesjedal, chief executive officer
of Grameenphone.

legal system.

Steven also expressed
concern over qualifications of
the people appointed for the
trial, both in prosecution and
judgement, questioning if
they are technically trained.

The experts also men-
tioned that in numerous semi-
nars, conferences and discus-
sions at institutions including
International Bar Association
and experts in Europe,
America, United Kingdom and
even in Pakistan expressed
that the act is sufficient to
ensure afair trial.

Eminent intellectual Prof
Muntasir Mamoon of Dhaka
University said, “What do you
mean by international stan-
dard?

“Is standard what only
western countries certify?
Don't you think that standard
is ensured when a law is for-
mulated while driven by
necessity and reality of a

country?

"Hrlngmg some foreigner
in a seminar does not
ensure international stan-
dard. Concerned interna-
tional institutions are
already satisfied with the
act,” he added.

“We will do what we con-
sider is good for our country.
We felt the necessity and sig-
nificance of independence
and we waged a war in 1971,
ignoring suggestions from
powerful international coun-
tries that independence would
notbe good forus.

“But we won independ-
ence. And now we think our
law is enough to hold a free,
fair and transparent trial,”
Prof Muntasir added.

“Has there been any war
crimes trial which satisfies all
these criteria?” said eminent
lawyer Shahdeen Malik.

He said that following
establishment of the

International Criminal Court
under Rome Statute in 2002,
any crime committed after
that and their trial may satisfy
these criteria.

But we are talking about
events and laws around 30
years before Rome Statute, he
added.

“Those who widely assert
that the act of 1973 does not
meet international standard
are actually not worth
responding to. All these ques-
tions have already been raised
and responded to in a number
oflegal writings,” he added.

No trial, either in
Nuremberg or Tokyo or
Manila or Rwanda and
Yugoslavia, is beyond all these
questions and criticism.

"All these efforts raising the

same questions are to confuse
people and the international

community as well,” said
Shahriar.
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better home... better life...

Apartments &
Commercial Space @

Guishan | Bununi| Shwmolll Uttara -..s |

2500-2700 st 1500-2000 sh

300-1700 sft

1800-21040 sMt

Kakrail | Cuniunman’q

1000-2500 sft

1000-1250 sft

Call us Today .

01745778800, 01730027926, 01730027917

01730027920, 01730027921
01730027922, 01730027925

m REHAR

Shamsul Alamin Real Estate Ltd.
Alamin Centre 25/A Dilkusha C/A, Motijheel, Dhaka -1000

9567839 9567840,9556429, 7171220

Congratulations to the Government of Bangladesh

for winning our country the prestigious membership of ITU Executive Council

This is a great recognition for the Digital Bangladesh vision of the government.
In particular, the commendable efforts of the Ministry of Posts and Telecommunications,
Bangladesh Telecommunication Regulatory Commission (BTRC), and
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs behind achieving this victory deserve a very special mention.

grameenphone

Yet another feather on our crown...




