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BARAPUKURIA COALMINE

Villagers won't give land it
'reasonable’ price not fixed

OuRrR CORRESPONDENT,
Dinajpur

The land subsidence affected
villagers around Barapukuria
Coal Mine Company Ltd
(BCMCL) yesterday said they
would not give any land for
acquiring until the govern-
ment finalises the land price
according to the earlier agree-
ment signed between affected
villagers and BCMCL authori-
ties.

The villagers in Barapukuria,
who are affected by the land
subsidence due to coal mining,
will not allow officials to con-
duct any survey until the gov-
ernment settles the land price,
said the members of Barapkuria
Bhumi O Sampad Rakkha
Committee, a breakaway
organisation of Barapukuria
Zibon O Sampad Rakkha
Committee, at a press confer-
encein Dinajpur Press Club.

Md Mosiur Rahman,
adviser of Barapkuria Bhumi

0O Sampad Rakkha
Committee, read out the
keynote of the press confer-
ence where organisation
president Md Mokhlesur
Rahman along with other
members were present.

The survey team could not
conduct their survey due to
resistance by the villagers
during the last few days,
sources said.

The leaders of the commit-
tee held a meeting with State
Minister for Land Md
Mostafizur Rahman on
September 8 when the minister
declared a total package as a
compensation and rehabilita-
tion for the affected villagers,
speakers said at the meeting.

At the meeting the minister
said that the government
would acquire land at Tk 20
lakh and Tk 25 lakh per acre of
arable and dwelling land
respectively of the affected
area, they said.

But referring to the agree-

ment signed between villagers
and coal mine authorities on
May 15 last year, the affected
villagers told the reporters
that land price was fixed at
least Tk 40lakh peracre.

Sources said that affected
villagers started the agitation in
January this year as the BCMCL
authorities failed to show any
progress to meet their
demands according to the
Mol signed in May last year

The demands included a
permanent resettlement of
affected villagers and com-
pensation for land subsi-
dence.

In March this year, the
affected villagers at a rally in
front of BCMCL gate demanded
an increase in the cost of land
peracre to Tk 601akh.

"The government first has
to be clear about the land
price. BCMCL and
Petrobangla have been given
much time to resolve the issue
but they neglected them," said

Md Mokhlesur Rahman,
president of Bhumi O Sampad
Rakkha Committee.

BCMCL officials said they
have to complete the survey
first to disburse the compen-
sation.

The rehabilitation plan,
recently taken by the govern-
ment, and a Resettlement
Framework for the affected
families are also in place in
addition to the compensation
for the land acquired, said an
official seeking anonymity.

Sources said that the land
subsidence of BCMCL project
affected about 2600 families
with 646 acres of land. Land
subsidence in BCMCL area
was first detected in May 2006.

When contacted, BCMCL
Managing Director Md
Quamruzzaman said that they
have taken a Tk 324crore mega
plan to rehabilitate the villag-
ers and the plan has already
been submitted for govern-
ment's approval.
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Relatives wail after criminals hacked to death Awami League leader Mizanur Rahman, also a member
of ward No - 7 of Natipota union parishad, at his Hogoldanga village home in Damurhuda upazila of
Chuadanga district early yesterday. (Story on page 16).

Students ransack Kurigram
Govt College

Allege lack of adequate facilities during exam

OuRr CORRESPONDENT,
Kurigram

A group of students of
Kurigram Government
College yesterday damaged

political science, history and
management.

A fourth year student of
botany department of the
college, Rabiul Islam said

cession on the campus on
Monday and ransacked some
doors and windows.

Terming the students’
allegation as untrue, college

Three sued
for felling
roadside
rees

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Satkhira

Three people have been
sued for felling roadside
trees on Satkhira-Assassuni
road in Sadar upazila on the
night of October 9.

The accused are Ainul
Haque Nantu, Abdul
Malek and Abul Hossain
of Puratan Satkhira in
the town. After investiga-
tion, police filed a case
against the three with
Sadar Police Station on
Tuesday night.

Police said Ainul Haque
Nantu and his two accom-
plices Abdul Malek and
Abul Hossain of Puratan
Satkhira in the town felled
down two mahogany trees
on the southern side of
the road near
Ramchandrapur village at
dead of night.

They kept the trees
inside a sawmill owned by
Pranab Kumar Saha of
Dhulihar Bazar the same
night.

On receiving informa-
tion, Havildar Abdul Hai of
Itagachha police outpost
rushed to the spot and
found the three at the saw-
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A farmer holding sheaves of BU-1 paddy poses with officials during inauguration of the harvesting of early variety paddy at a field of
Barunagaon village in Thakurgaon Sadar upazila yesterday.

Pabna gets new DC, SP

OuUR CORRESPONDENT,
Pabna

The government has
appointed Md Mostafizur
Rahman and Md Jahangir
Hossain Matobbar as new
deputy commissioner (DC)
and superintendent of police
(SP) in Pabna.

An official order signed by a
senior assistant secretary of
the Ministry of Establishment,

informing the appointment of
Md Mostafizur Rahman as the
new deputy commissioner of
Pabna came to the district
administration over fax on
Monday night, Pabna DC
office sources said.

The additional superinten-
dent of police in Pabna Md

Mosharaf Hossain, also the
acting SP, said, "Yesterday we
received an order from the
Ministry of Home, conveying
the message of the appoint-
ment of Md Jahangir Hossain
Matobbar, deputy commis-
sioner of Rajshahi Metropolitan
Police, as the superintendent of
policein Pabna."

Earlier on September 28,
the establishment ministry
had withdrawn Dr AFM
Monzur Kadir, the deputy
commissioner of Pabna, after
the long standoff over the
untoward situation following
the ruling party men's vanda-
lising the recruitment exami-
nation for Pabna deputy
commissioner's office on
September17.

The home ministry had
closed Pabna superintendent
of police Md Jamil Ahmed on
September 28 over the same
incident.

The establishment minis-
try also made additional
deputy commissioner (ADC-
General) Bijoy Bhushon Pal
and the ADC (Revenue) Imam
Uddin Kabir OSD on
September 30 and appointed
Md Abdur Rouf, ADC of
Meherpur district, and Sajedul
Islam, executive officer of
Kadirabad Cantonment, as
ADCsin Pabna.

The newly appointed DC
and SP will join their offices in
Pabna after completion of

official procedure soon, said
officials.

Probe body

on Ruet
fire incident

RU CORRESPONDENT

The authorities of Rajshahi
University of Engineering and

Technology (Ruet) Eesterday
formed a five-member com-
mittee to probe the fire inci-

dent at the university's central
auditorium on October 8.

The committee, headed by
electrical and electronics
engmeerlng department
chairman Dr Yakub Hossain,
has been asked to submit its
report within a very short time.

Four other members of the
commitiee are students'
welfare adviser Prof Asraful
Alam, acting chief engineer
Rashidul Hossain, acting
comptroller Nazim Uddin
Ahmed and acting security
officer Yasin Ali.
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(RCC) yesterday demolished
29 more structures including
six concrete ones.

Of the demolished, 15 were
on Fire Brigade Crossing to
Central Eidgah Road while the
rest on Hetemkhan Mosque to
Women's College Road, said
an RCC official.

Among five concrete struc-
tures on Fire Brigade-Idgah
road, the building of Reliance
Club, a one-storied student
hostel and a wielding shop
was demolished by bulldozer,
he said.

RCC's Executive Magistrate
M Sadekul Islam, who was
leading the drive, said local
influential Altaf Hossain
constructed a student hostel
on government land and he
was renting out rooms of the
hostels to students.

Another concrete structure
of a grocery shop was demol-
ished on Hetemkhan Mosque
toWomen's College road.
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PHOTO: STAR
Abulldozer demolishes an illegal structure at Ghoshpara in Rajshabhi city yesterday as the city corpo-
ration has continued the drive to ease movement of traffic and pedestrians.
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