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People worried
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Referring to the economic

successes of China, he said, "I
think a talent-based adminis-
tration -- not the political cadres
--isbehind therise of China."

The Institute of Good
Governance (IGS) of Brac
University published the report,
and the ceremony was held in
the auditorium of Journalism
Training and Research Initiative
(Jatri) in the capital.

The report included policy
research findings about the
country's energy crisis, food
security, digital Bangladesh,
and migration of workers to
foreign countries.

It said Bangladesh has good
policies and regulations, but
lacks effective implementation.
The government also takes
rather populist and short-term
plans in important sectors,
which are not sustainable in the
long run.

"Institutions in Bangladesh
are not working. There is a lack
of commitment to reforming
the institutions,” said Irum Ali,
editor of thereport.

Addressing the audience as
the chief guest, former chief
justice Habibur Rahman said
since the independence of the
country, it has become difficult
for the bureaucracy to control
pro-ruling party officials.

"As a result, system loss in
the public service sector has
beenincreasing continuously.”

The function of a govern-
ment is to uphold public inter-
est, not private ones, and that
requires having a skilled admin-
istration. However, it has been
seen in the last forty years that
governments with two-thirds
majority tend to run amok, he
noted.

It would be quite disap-
pointing if the members of
parliament only say 'yes' or 'no’
in the House, leaving the
responsibility of framing laws to
someone else, he said.

Stating that the constitution
of the country has been violated

since the independence, the
former chief justice said tradi-
tionally the general secretaries
of ruling parties are appointed
as the local government minis-
ter, who usually concentrate on
partisan interests rather than
publicinterest.

"Now, power of the MPs in
local government institutions is
being increased beyond imagi-
nation,”" Habibur Rahman
pointed out, urging all to adhere
to the constitution, and to make
the administration effective.

The report said private
sector participation in the
energy sector is being encour-
aged, but it lacks a regulatory
mechanism. Right people are
also not being posted to right
places in the bureaucracy, and
that ultimately making it ineffi-
cient, thereportadded.

IGS Chief of Programme
Christina Rozario said the
government has a number of
social safety net programmes,
but the ultra poor people often
do not get the benefit of those.
There are also much irregulari-
ties in government land distri-
bution to thelandless, she said.

The government wants to
create a digital Bangladesh and
framed the ICT Act, but institu-
tions concerned actually do not
reflect that they own the idea,
she said adding, the concept
appears as more of a technical
issue, rather than an issue of
taking the benefits of technol-
ogy tothe people.

On workers' migration, the
report said the cost of getting
overseas jobs is very high and
jobseekers are harassed in the
migration process, and at
workplaces. There is a serious
lack of regulation to protect
migrant workers who contrib-
ute to the national economy
immensely, it said.

BRAC University Pro-vice-
chancellor Md Golam Samdani
Fakir, and IGS Director
Manzoor Hasan also spoke at
the event.

Anamika
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hospital on September 24 and

shifted her to the city's Shishu
Hospital two days later fearing
the cost of treatment at Ayesha
Memorial. But they brought
Anamika back to Ayesha
Memorial Hospital on
September 29 as her condition
deteriorated.

"We whisked her back to
this hospital [Ayesha
Memorial] when she devel-
oped a severe breathing diffi-
culty and her skin turned blue,"
said Anil, the father.

But the unfortunate parents
now want to take Anamika
back to village as they have
Eﬂ-ﬂE far beyond the capacity to

ear the medical expense. By
this time, the day labourer
father has spent Tk 80,000 on
the treatment. He has sold the
family's last resort, the land
they used to live on, and bor-
rowed from friends and rela-
tives to collect money.

"l am totally broke and
cannot continue my daugh-
ter's treatment here," Anil
choked several times with
emotion while saying this to
The Daily Star yesterday.

"It will take around Tk 10
lakh for the treatment which is
simply impossible for me to
manage," headded.

Anil and Geeta have been
cutting all sorts of expenses by
living in the corridors of the
hospitals and eating bread,
biscuits and banana for the last
eightdays

"We ran out of every options

and now have not a single
penny to buy Anamika's medi-
cines,” said Geeta, who looks
too frail to cry anymore.

On September 22, Anamika
felt pain in her neck and hands

collapsed to the ground.
Her parents first took her to
Matlab Sadar Hospital where
the doctors suggested shifting
her to a hospital in the capital
for better treatment.

Yesterday Anamika was
found on a hospital bed with
two pipes through the mouth
and nose. The doctors are
administering saline too.

"She [Anamika] cried and
asked me to massage her legs
and hands when she woke up
thelast time,” said the mother.

Initially the doctors
assumed that Anamika was
suffering from GuillainBarré
Syndrome but later they found
her suffering from several
complicacies followed by a
brain stroke.

Ashish Kumar Chakraborty,
director of Ayesha Memorial
Hospital, said Anamika is now
living on artificial life support
and requires long-term treat-
ment to return to her normal
life.

Anamika's parents and the
doctors are desperately waitin
for response from the well-o
community who can give the
child her life back just through
agesture of sj,rmﬁvath}r

Anyone willing to help
Anamika start life anew will
find her parents at Ayesha
Memorial Hospital.

Reforms
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Inspector General of Police
(prison) Brig Gen Ashraful
Islam said that over 70,000
inmates are in 67 prisons
against their capacity of only
28,000.

Some prisons are suffering
more than others. For exam-
ple, Narayanganj prison holds
over 1,700 prisoners whereas
itwas designed for only 200.

Shafique said, “The jail
authorities should be very
careful while receiving
inmates”.

Explaining his comment,
he said the authorities should
regularly examine who are
imprisoned, who are released
and who have been in jails for
years without any legal pro-
ceedings.

Law enforces often hide the
age of children, implicate them
in cases and send them to jail
through the court, headded.

Supporting Shafique, Home
Minister Sahara Khatun said it
is necessary to introduce a
system that can stop such
lapses from happening in the
first place.

The sponsors of the project
have so far examined three
prisons and identified 700
prisoners who don't have any
case or particular charges
against them.

Theywill find out such cases
in other jails also, the home
minister added.

Kiran Bedi, a Ramon
Magsaysay awardee and
internationally renowned
prison reformer from India, in

needed

her keynote speech shared her
experience of being in-charge
of India'sTihar Jail.

She spoke of a three-C
(collective approach, correc-
tive process and community-
based effort) model, which she
developed and implemented
in thejail.

She said the jail authorities,
law enforcers, prosecution and
NGO should work collectively
to improve the prison manage-
ment.

Contributing to the correc-
tive process, prison authorities
should consider prisoners'
mental, physical and spiritual
condition.

In community-based
approach, the authorities
should divide prisoners into
different communities based
on their profession and then
conduct several activities like
teaching, providing medical
treatment, etc with the help of
the community members, she
added.

Real development occurs in
a prison when the prison
authorities think that the
prison is not only a place for
punishment butalso a place for
correcting inmates.

She also mentioned that she
had made the Tihar prison a
correction centre and the
inmates capable of earning a
livinguponrelease.

Holger Michael, ambassa-
dor federal republic of
Germany, and Abdus Sobhan
Sikder, among others, spoke at
the function while participants
from different countries
attended the conference.

OMS ofrice
extended to
upazilas

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government yesterday
extended open market sales
(OMS) of rice to the upazila
level following a price hike of
rice, flour and other commod-
ities in domestic markets.

The programme allows an
individual to buy 5 kg of rice a
dayatTk24.

Three dealers from each
upazila will get one tonne of
rice a day from the govern-
ment stock, said Badrul
Hasan, director of the
Directorate General of Food,
in a meeting at the Ministry of
Food and Disaster
Management.

According to the Trading
Corporation of Bangladesh,
coarse rice now sells at Tk 32-
34 and flour at Tk 28-33 a kg,
which marks 20-44 percent
and 21-53 percent increase in
ayear.

The food ministry asked
the concerned officials to
sincerely monitor the OMS
operations and report on the
sales and market situation
regularly to gain desired out-
come of the programme.

The programme was
launched during Ramadan in
the capital, divisional cities
and some other districts
affected by floods and

cyclones.
3 jailed over
trading of
polybags

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A mobile court yesterday
sentenced three businessmen
at city's Karwan Bazar to
short-term jail on charge of
selling banned polybags.

The court also fined four
polythene traders Tk 31,000,
seized more than three tonnes
of polybags and sealed a store
during the drive.

After a weeklong break, the
Department of Environment
(DoE) resumed the anti-
polythene drive yesterday.
Executive Magistrate Roni
Chakma led the mobile court,
accompanied by DoE officials,
Rab and police members.

The mobile court sen-
tenced Abdur Razzak and Md
Kaiyum to 15 days in jail each
while Md Bachchu Mia to 30
days.

"Even though these traders
were fined earlier, they did not
stop selling polybags, and so
they have been sent to jail,"
Sukumar Biswas, director of
DoE, told reporters.

The court fined Md
Shahjalal Tk 1,000, Md
Mamun Tk 10,000, Masud Tk
10,000 and Zakir Tk 10,000.

Sensing the presence of the
mobile court Zakir shut down
his store and fled the scene. At
the direction of the magis-
trate, DoE broke in and seized
polybags from the store. Later,
the shop was sealed.

Govt official
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around 8:30am.

The driver fled with his
vehicle immediately after the
accident.

A case was filed with the
Sher-e-Bangla Nagar Police
Station in this connection.

Govt given
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Tagore passed the order after
hearing a government petition
seeking modification of the
HC judgment over the four
rivers.

Following a public interest
litigation filed by Human
Rights and Peace for
Bangladesh (HRPB), the HC
on June 25 last year directed
the government to remove all
structures from the fourrivers.

The court on March 21 this
year modified the directives
and ruled that the structures
set up by the government in
public interests will not be
removed.

The attorney general's
office on Monday filed the
petition either for modifica-
tion of the earlier HC direc-
tives for removing the jetties,
or for two years' time to dis-
mantle the structures.

During the hearing yester-
day, Additional Attorney
General Murad Reza told the
court the government has
been removing structures
from the four rivers around
Dhaka as per the HC direc-
tives, and it needs more time
to remove the heavy structures
like jetties.

HRPB lawyer Manzill
Murshid argued that the
government has an intention
to protect the jetties, which
were set up by influential
businessmen.

If the jetties are not

removed, the rivers will not be
saved, he added.

Richard Heck

Ei-ichi Negishi

Akira Suzuki

US, Japanese trio
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also of innumerable industrial
synthetics.

"It is important to
emphasise the great signifi-
cance their discoveries have for
both academic and industrial
research and in the production
of fine chemicals -- including
pharmaceuticals, agricultural
chemicals and high-tech mate-
rials -- that benefit society,” the
Royal Swedish Academy of
Sciences said.

Through their work, organic
chemistry has developed into
"an art form, where scientists
produce marvellous chemical
creations in their test tubes,” it
said.

Heck, 79, retired in 1989 from
the University of Delaware in
the United States; Negishi, 75,
was also based in the United
States, at Perdue University in
Indiana; Suzuki, 80, was based
at Hokkaido University in
Sapporo, Japan.

The trio developed a process
known as palladium-catalysed
cross coupling, a means of
knitting carbon atoms together
so that they form a stable "skele-
ton" for organic molecules.

It has allowed chemists to
synthesise compounds to fight
colon cancer, the herpes virus
and HIV, as well as smarter
plastics that are used in con-
sumer applications, such as
ultra-thin computer monitors.

The discoveries "have had a
great impact on academic
research, the development of
new drugs and materials, and
are used in many industrial
chemical processes for the
synthesis of pharmaceuticals
and other biologically active
compounds,” the academy
said.

The Nobel has been awarded
on four previous occasions for
breakthroughs in organic chem-
istry -- in 1912, 1950, 1979 and
2005.

In the 1960s, Heck laid the
groundwork for coupling
between carbon atoms by using
a catalyser, or chemical to pro-
mote the process.

This was fine-tuned in 1977
by Negishi, who used a field of
compounds known as
organohalides, and taken a step
further by Suzulki, who found a
practical way to carry out the
process using so-called
organoborons.

Each of the three have lent
theirnames to important chem-
ical reactions, with Suzuki's
reaction being best suited to
large-scale applications, for
instance in production of sub-
stances that protect agricultural
crops from fungi.

The Nobel jury pointed out
that "today the Heck reaction,
Negishi reaction and Suzuki
reaction are of considerable
importance to chemists.”

Negishi said in an telephone
interview with a Swedish televi-
sion that he was "sound asleep”
when he got the crucial phone
from Stockholm at around 5:00
amathomein Indiana.

"l am extremely happy," he
said.

He said there had been
"some people mumbling” that
he could be awarded the Nobel,
leading him to "vaguely” con-
sider the possibility of becom-
inga Nobellaureate.

The American Chemical
Society President Joseph
Francisco said in a statement
the Nobel committee's selec-
tion of Heck, Negishi and Suzuki
was "wonderful."

"The winners are among the
foremost scientists of our era,"”
hesaid.

"Their research has led to
creation of new molecules and
compounds that have
improved the lives of millions of
people.”

Last year, Venkatraman
Ramakrishnan, Thomas Steitz
and Ada Yonath won the
Chemistry Prize for work on the
ribosome, a cellular process
that makes proteins, the stuff of
life.

Heck, Negishi and Suzuki
will share 10 million Swedish
kronor (1.49 million dollars,
1.09 million euros) and each
receive amedal.

Bangabandhu airport
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“It can be said the proposed
airport will be built in greater
Faridpur district as the prime
minister has given her consent
giving the Mongla seaport

importance,” a top govern-
ment official told The Daily Star
yesterday.

Concerned technical com-
mittee is evaluating the cost
and benefit of the proposed
airport in the greater Faridpur
district. A feasibility study is
under process, he added.

The government has drawn
up a plan to construct the first
phase of the proposed Tk
50,000 crore airport in next five
years under build-own-
operate-transfer basis.

As part of the plan, Civil
Aviation Authority, Bangladesh
conducted a feasibility study
over the last few months where
they identified three possible
sites--two are in Mymensingh
and one is in Tangail--for the
airport.

Even an inter-ministerial
meeting at the civil aviation
and tourism ministry preferred
the site at Trishal in
Mymensingh.

But a section of ruling party

stalwarts and some
policymakers of the govern-
ment opposed the idea and
lobbied to shift the airport to
greater Faridpur area.

Talking to The Daily Star,
Civil Aviation and Tourism
Secretary Shafique Alam
Mehdi said earlier three places
were selected primarily for the
airport but none was finalised.

The project partner under
the PPP to build the airport will
visit few more places after
conducting a detail survey, he
said.

After the survey, the devel-
opment partner would place
its recommendations regard-
ing selection of the place to the
government. Finally, the gov-
ernment will select the place.

According to the primary
plan the airport will be estab-
lished on about 6,000 acres of
land with three 9,000 feet
runways and all other modern
facilities like Dubai or
Singapore Airports.

An elevated expressway and
a high-speed railway line have
been planned under the pro-
ject to link the airport with
Dhaka.

Food production
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will be presented at the confer-
ence organised by Bangladesh
Society of Agronomy.

Mentioning Bangladesh as
the country most vulnerable to
climate change, the experts said
the assumption of Inter-
governmental Panel for Climate
Change (IPCC) about sea level
rise comes true in Bangladesh.

Water level rises by at least
5.6 mm a year at Hiron point, 1.4
mm at Cox's Bazar and 2.9 mm
at Khepupara, they said citing
2008 data from Bangladesh
Water Development Board.

The country will need
another 10-12 million tonnes of
food grains in 2050 in addition
to the 300 million tonnes now to
feed its population, the experts
said at the inaugural session of
the conference.

Zainul Abedin, president of
the agronomy society, said
climate change is affecting not
only crop production but also
health and nutrition of people
and economic condition of the
country.

“Ultimately serious degra-
dation of livelihood may occur
dueto climate change,” hesaid.

Drought, floods, water-

logging, salinity intrusion etc
are signs of climate change that
are affecting agriculture seri-
ously. And agricultural scien-
tists have to come forward to
deal with this situation, Zainul
said.

He mentioned that scientists
have already innovated some
varieties of rice which can
tolerate salinity, flood water and
even drought up to certain level.

Bangladesh Rice Research
Institute in cooperation with
International Rice Research
Institute has developed salinity-
tolerant rice variety BR- 47. They
have also developed rice variet-
ies which can tolerate submer-
gence due to floods for about
two weeks.

Yefes Osman, minister for
science and information com-
munication and technology, in
his speech said it is the duty of
the agronomists to help the
farmers at field level and guide
the policy-makers to achieve
thedesired yield of crops.

FAQ representative in
Bangladesh Ad Spijkers was also
present at the conference being
held at the Agriculture Research
Council.

Recruitment
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The controversy promoted the

government to suspend
recruitment in 21 districts.

“...Always keep in mind
that people voted us with a lot
of expectations. We've to fulfil
their ectations,” a senior AL
lawmaker quoted Hasina as
saying.

The AL chief said she is
collecting information about
the lawmakers and monitoring
their activities to consider their
performance and decide on
their nomination in the next
parliamentary election.

She also urged party law-

makers to maintain good
relation with the STOOLS-
level leaders and workers and
evaluate their opinion in
undertaking local develop-
ment projects instead of pat-
ronising relatives.

She also asked them to pick
a single candidate for each post
in the upcoming elections to
union parishads and munici-
palities, and directed to
increase communications with
the localleaders and workers to
gear up party activities.

LGRD and Cooperatives
Minister Syed Ashraful Islam
opened the discussion at the
ALPP meeting where nine
other lawmakers spoke.

The lawmakers sought the
premier's directives on the

upcoming local elections, a
number of MPs told The Daily
Star.

Don't try to save
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criminals, corruptionists, and
other criminals,” Hasina said.
She said the notion that
trying the war criminals would
divide the country, will not be
deemed reasonable by any-
one.
"War criminals faced trials
all over the world in the past,

and our future generations will
alsohold trialsiftheyfind anywar
criminal in the country" the
premier said.

She announced that
corruptionists will also be tried,
and her government will not
interfere with the Anti-corruption
Commission'sactivities.

"The US federal court has
revealed how her [Khaleda's] son
laundered money," she said
adding, when BNP was in power
its leaders made hundreds of
croreoftakaillegally.

Urging the main opposition
to join the next session of parlia-
ment, Hasina asked them towork
forthewelfare ofthe people.

She gave an account of her
government's measures to ease
trafic congestion in the capital,
for improving services at
Chittagong and Mongla sea-
ports, for generation of power to
meet a ing demand, and for
improving the quality of educa-
tion.

In the speech of around 40
minutes, the premier also gave a
brief description of her govern-
ment's various measures to
boost the agm:ulture sector and
the +|:|n~u1'1tr:,F soveralleconomy.

"When Awami League is in
power, it brings fame and award
for the country. But when others

are in power, their activities
besmirch the country's image,"
Hasinasaid.

Hamid
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backward, rather that takes it
forward,” Hamid said.

He observed that parlia-
mentary culture gets perfected
through the constitution, rules
of procedure and parliamen-

tary normsand practices.

The speaker's remarks came
in the wake of several Awami
League lawmakers' blasting of
some newspapers in the House
on September 21. The lawmak-
ers including two ministers
accused those papers of engag-
mgm CDIIE]_]]IHE}F to foil democ-
racy' and 'to tarnish the image
of parliament and its members
through publishingfalse news'.

Referring to the absence of
opposition lawmakers, Hamid
hoped they would join the next
session of parliament.

He however said although
Opposition Leader Khaleda Zia
kept off the House proceedings,
she has assisted in carrying out
its activities through her criti-
cismat different times.

'I congratulate her on this. I
hope the opposition leader will
join the House and speak for the
sake of advancement of parlia-
mentary democracy, the
speaker said.

The sixth session that began
on September 20 had 11 sitti
am?iet%assed 13 bills. e

No bail

FROM PAGE 1 :
that one centre is nearly two

kilometres away from the
other.

He also questioned the
merit of the case, and said it
was politically motivated.

Md Fazlul Haque, sub-
inspector of the court,
opposed the bail plea.

Following the attack, two
cases were filed with Pabna
Sadar Police Station accusing
more than 100 people includ-
ing 31 leaders and workers of
Awami League and its front
organisations.

In the face of widespread
criticism and police failure to
arrest the accused attackers,
AL leadership asked them to
surrender before the court.

Following the party high-
ups' directive, twenty-one
accused surrendered before
the judicial magistrate court
on September 26. Police ear-
lier arrested five people in this
connecton.

US backs Afghan-
Taliban talks, but

says not involved

AFP, Washington

The White House yesterday
backed the idea of Afghan
government reconciliation
talks with the Taliban, but
said the United States was not
a party to reported contacts
between Kabul and militia
leaders.

The Washington Post had
earlier reported that the
Taliban and the government

of Afghan President Hamid
Karzai had begun high-level
talks over a negotiated end to
the war, which it said were
authorized by Taliban leader
Mohammad Omar.

White House spokesman
Robert Gibbs said the Obama
administration had "long
supported” an "Afghan-led
reconciliation effort,” though
did not specifically confirm
the contents of the Postreport.

"We and the Afghans have
said that ... requires a renun-
ciation of Al-Qaeda, following
Afghan law and a renuncia-
tion of violence," he said,

adding that such talks had to
be conducted by Afghans.

"This is not something

Abdul Jabbar
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complications.

Md Muad Jabbar, son of the
veteran singer, said he was
admitted with chest pain and
breathing problem. He was
vomiting at that time, he said,
adding that he has also been
suffering from liver problem.

His father underwent heart
treatment from America three
years ago, he added.

A seven-member medical
board headed by AKM
Khorshed Alam, chairman of
haematology department of
BSMMU, has been formed
and the board held a meeting
yesterday.

The doctors suggested
sending him abroad immedi-
ately for better treatment,
Muad said.

BS5SMU Director Brig Gen
Abdul Majid Bhuiyan is over-
seeing Jabbar's condition, he
added.

Jabbar inspired the singers
of Swadhin Bangla Betar
Kendra during the Liberation
Warin 1971.

He sang the first song of
SBBK, "Joi Bangla Banglar Joi",
written and composed by Gazi
Mazharul Anwar and Anwar
Parvez respectively. The other
patriotic songs rendered and
composed by Jabbar during
the pre- and post-Liberation
period were "Salam salam
hajar salam", "Mujib baiya jao
rey", and "Banglar swadhinata
anlo ke Mujib Mujib".

that we do with the Taliban.
This is something that the
Afghan government has to do
with people in Afghanistan.”

The Post cited unnamed
Afghan and Arab sources as
saying the talks were
believed, for the first time, to
involve representatives
authorized by the Quetta
Shura, the Afghan Taliban
%mup based in Pakistan, and

mar

"They are very, very seri-
ous about finding a way out,”
a source close to the talks told

the Post, referring to the
Taliban.

Omar and other Taliban
leaders on both sides of the
border have insisted for years
that no peace talks were

ossible before foreign fight-
Ers had leﬁﬂfghanistgﬁ. e

But sources told the Post
that the leadership knows
"that tth-,r are going to be
sidelined,” and was negotiat-
ing to ensure their positions
were protected.

"They know that more
radical elements are being
promoted within their rank
andfile," the source said.

7 burnt
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tone built at the morgue when
the victims' relatives tried to
identify the charred bodies
but failed.

According to the relatives,
Shahinur, 30, Kohinur, 32,
Sumi, 13, Shokhi, 17, Aleya, 25,
Aklima, 22, were among the
deceased.

Lily Chemical Company
was housed in a tin-shed
building where four enor-
mous boilers were set for
mixing chemicals. A huge
number of chemical contain-
ers and sacks of phenolic resin
were stockpiled in the front
rooms while the boiler room--
comparatively smaller--was
deep inside the facility. The
fire broke out in only a small
part of the boiler room.

Jatrabari police said owner
of the factory Mohammad
Selim has been found
nowhere since the accident.

Sources said the factory
used to produce LG Super
Natural Rubber Solution and
LG Synthetic Rubber
Adhesive.

Meanwhile, AKM Roushan
Alam, relief and rehabilitation
officer of deputy commis-
sioner's office, Dhaka, visited
DMCH last night. He
announced Tk 20,000 to each
bereaved family for the funeral
while Tk 10,000 to each family
of the injured. He also assured
of necessary medicines for the
victims.

Chinese firm
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the subject complaint appeal

submitted to the CPTU is
beyond SDEPCI and SEPCO
1's knowledge. We would
request you to cancel all future
course of action on the said
appeal letter, if there is any.”

Director General of CPTU
Amulya Kumar Debnath told
The Daily Star Shandong had
paid taka five-lakh fee seeking
remedy. Now this letter has
created a puzzling situation.

“The decision [on the
complaint] will be taken by the
CPTU review panel,” he said
replying to a query as to
whether the arbitration pro-
ceedings would now be
dropped.

“We shall take a quick
decision. As per the law, CPTU
would have to decide on it
within 12 working days of
lodging a complaint.”

PDB chief Alamgir Kabir
acknowledged receiving the
letter from Shandong, and
said he was due to submit
PDB's account before the
review panel today as to why
they selected Sinohydro.

Sources said Shandong has
decided not to send anyone to
the review committee's meet-
ing today.

A reliable power ministry
source said a powerful ruling
party man who unofficially
represented Shandong in
this particular tender delib-
erately created the muddy
situation.

This is the second time in
Bangladesh that a Chinese
company lodged complaint
against another company in
a tender of power plant. In
the past, a company named
CMC had levelled a com-
plaint against the PDB for
unduly favouring Harbin
power to award the 150-MW
Chandpur power project in
2005.

The PDB floated tender of
the Ghorashal plant for the
second time in late July. The
first tender was floated last
year along with nine other

government-funded power
projects. The tender for
Ghorashal plant was
cancelled, as it drew just one
bid.

Eleven companies partic-
ipated in the second tender.
During evaluation in August,
the PDB ranked Sinohydro at
the top followed by two other
Chinese companies --
Shanghai Electric and
Shandong.

During the ewvaluation,
information about the selec-
tion was leaked. The PDB
received an anonymous
complaint that the selection
of Sinohydro was wrong, as it
had submitted fabricated
documents.

According to PDB officials,
Sinohydro submitted two
certificates to prove its expe-
rience. The first certificate
was issued in March 2002
against a hydropower project
in Ghazi Barotha in Pakistan
stating that the plant was
running satisfactorily.

But it was alleged that
construction of this plant
was actually completed in
April 2004. Also, the certifi-
cate was issued by the pro-
ject consultant instead of the
Pakistan Power and Water
Development Board, the
plant owner.

In the other certificate,
Sinohydro claimed to have
constructed a power plant in
Paunglaung, Myanmar. But
its opponents are accusing
that it had supplied only the
construction materials,
while another Chinese com-
pany constructed the plant.

Though the complaint
was anonymous, the PDB
verified the complaint
regarding the Myanmar
plant and was satisfied that
Sinohydro had actually
constructed the plant in
Paunglaung. The one in
Pakistan, according to PDB
high officials, was completed
in2002.

The PDB submitted the
final recommendation to the
ministryin late August.



