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ANWAR ALI, Rajshahi

The forest department seized
at least 85 deadly snakes on
September 25 from a farm of
Borhan Biswas Rumon at
remote Dharmahata village
in Poba upazila after the
department filed a case on
the same day against him
under the Wildlife
Preservation Act of 1973 with
a forest magistrate's court of
Rajshahi.

"The act prohibits catch-
ing and harassing of any wild
animal and accused Rumon,
an MBA student, did it," said
Range Officer M Rabiul
Islam, plaintiff of the case.

The department asked
Alamgir Hossain, a village
elder, to preserve the snakes
under his custody until the
department finds a suitable
place for reintroducing them.

The seized snakes include
77 cobras (gokhra), seven rat
snakes (daras) and one flying
snake (bashua).

“We requested higher
authorities for initiating a
thorough probe as we sus-
pect international smugglers

might be behind the develop-
ment of such snake farms
that have little use in the
country,” the range officer
added.

Rumon, however, said he
was rescuing snakes and also
reintroducing some with
supports of prominent
researchers like Dr Farid
Ahsan, chairman of Zoology
Department of Chittagong
University and Ashoka-
fellow biologist Mohammad
Abu Saeed who gave him
technical support visiting his
farm.

During a visit recently,
Rumon's 'Cobra Snake Farm'
was found built in a tiny tin-
shed house where the 85
snakes were kept inside
several concrete preservers.
Holes were dug in clay floors
of some preservers.

Rumon said he hatched
455 baby cobras at his farm
from 470 eggs the snakes laid
this season. Most the baby
cobras were reintroduced in
jungles, he added.

“I bring male and female
cobras together in February,
they lay eggs in April and the

eggs develop into babies in
60 days. Snakes are fed chick-
ens, lizards and meat,” he
said.

He also said he runs the
farm spending Tk 20,000 to
Tk 30,000 per month since
December last year without
hoping any profit while bear-
ing expenses from his busi-
nesses. He said of his plan for
asnake park too.

Naming Prof Dr M A
Foyez, former DG of health
department, for his inspira-
tion, he said he gave the
researchers his collection of
many common crates
(aailbora), wall crate
(gorash), banded crate
(shankhini) and falls crate
(batachita).

When contacted,
Mohammad Abu Saeed said a
total of six researchers led by
Dr Farid Ahsan are studying
poisonous snakes for last
several years.

They trained 400 people
including Rumon in different
parts of the country for rais-
ing awareness after govern-
ment survey early this year
found 6,000 people die, out of
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Cobras spread hood at the 'snake farm' of
Borhan Biswas Rumon at Dharmahata village
in Poba upazila of Rajshahi district, and
inset, snakes being raised at specially made
holes at the farm. The forest department in
Rajshahi seized 85 snakes from the farm
following a case filed under the Wildlife
Preservation Act on September 25.

85 snakes seized from
a 'farm' in Rajshahi

Owner sued under Wildlife Preservation Act

some seven lakh people
bitten each year by poison-
ous snakesin the country.

Asked if he knows of any
other snake farm than
Rumon's, he replied in the
negative.

On contact, Dr Farid
Ahsan admitted his visits to
Rumon's farm, saying, "I
heard about Rumon's snakes
collection from Abu Saeed
and visited the farm."

"As preparing anti-
venoms are costly and we
have little expertise, we are
determining ways to take
snake venoms abroad and

bring back the anti-venoms,"
Dr Farid added.

Asked why they supported
Rumon despite such farming
was prohibited by law, Farid
said, “On a spot visit I found
Rumon was rescuing snakes
from people and preserving
them in a farm. It seemed to
me a proper initiative by
him."

Dr MA Foyez, however,
denied his link with Rumon's
farm, saying, “I rather deal
with snake-bite patients.”

Wild birds trapped, sold in

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Patuakhali

A section of unscrupulous
people are engaged in hunt-
ing birds in mangrove forests
in the coastal areas of
Patuakhali and Barguna

districts.

Setting traps, they are
hunting different kinds of
birds in the reserve forest
areas in Kalapara, Galachipa

and Dashmina upazilas in
Patuakhali district and

Amtali, Taltali and

L
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Patuakhali, Barguna

Pathorghata upazilas in
Barguna district.

Locals alleged that random
bird hunting has continued
for long with the help of some
dishonest forest officials.

On September 27, Kabir
Hossain, a fish trader of

Charbestin under Char
Montaz union in Galachipa
upazila, caught two men
from local forest when they
were hunting birds.

Kabir also seized over 100
birds, most of them slaugh-
tered, from the culprits iden-
tified as Rafizul, 32, and
Harun, 30, of Char Manika
village under Charfashion in
Bhola district.

Kabir handed them overto
the forest camp at
Charbestin. But forest offi-
cials freed them without
taking any legal action.

Kabir alleged that the two
culprits were freed in
exchange of money.

When contacted, Zakir
Hossain of Charbestin beat
office said, "We are facing
crisis of manpower. So we
cannot patrol in the areas
properly.”

But he did not reply when
asked why the two bird hunt-
ers were freed.

Hunted birds are openly
sold in markets, locals said.

15 bombs
recovered
in Meherpur

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Kushtia

Members of the Rapid Action
Battalion (Rab) recovered 15
bombs from a village in
Gangni upazila of Meherpur
district on Sunday night.

Acting on a tip-off, a team
of Rab-6 led by Gangni camp
commander Sheikh Zahidul
Islam cordoned off a filed at
Mailemari village at around
10:00pm where some cadres
of an outlawed party were
holding a meeting.

Sensing the presence of the
law enforcers, the outlaws man-
aged to flee. Later, the elite force
found 15 bombs lying on the
spot. They recovered the bombs
and tookthem to their camp.

Ruet admission
test Nov 8

A RU CORRESPONDENT

The first year admission test
under 2010-11 academic
session of Rajshahi University
of Engineering and
Technology (Ruet) will be held
on November 8.

Scrutiny of applications will
start from October 7 and it will
continue until October 25.
Admission seekers will have to
register their names with
Short Message Service (SMS)
through Teletalk mobile
phone. Students from GCE 'O’
and 'A' level discipline will
have to download admission
forms from the website
addressed www.ruet.ac.bd.
They will have to submit the
forms to the Registrar.

Admission seekers have to
send SMS or fill in admission
forms as per directions given
on the website. Students will
have to pay Tk 500 as tele
charge and students of GCE 'O’
and 'A' level discipline will
have to deposit the same
amount of money along with
the slip to any branch of Agrani,
Rupali, Sonali, and Janata
banks across the country.

Ruet administration
sources said students can
know details of the admission
test on Ruet website
www.ruet.ac.bd. Students can
dial mobile numbers-
01555555021 or 01555555022
for help in completion of the
application procedure,
sources said.

23 sued for embezzling
Bogra Azizul Haque

College fund

Ex-principal, BCL leaders among accused

STAFF CORRESPONDENT,
Bogra

The Anti-Corruption
Commission (ACC) yesterday
filed three cases against 23
people, including former
principal of Bogra Azizul
Haque University College
Sultan Ali, 18 staff of the
college and four leaders of
Bangladesh Chhatra League
(BCL) for embezzling around
Tk 70 lakh from the college
fund.

Birkanto Roy, assistant
director of the ACC, filed the

case with Bogra Sadar Police
Station.

The accused BCL leaders
are convener of the college
BCL unit Abu Zafar
M o h a m m a d
Mahmudunnabi Rasel, joint
conveners Kamrul Huda
Uzzal and Kamrul Hasan
Dalim and the unit's former
general secretary Aminul
[slam Dablu.

According to the case
statement, they misappro-
priated over Tk 69 lakh 70
thousand from the college

fund in collaboration with
some dishonest staff of the
college during the period
from December 18, 2007 to
December31, 2009.

The ACC filed the case
after completing an investi-
gation for eight months.

Mohammad Rashedul
Hasan, college unit general
secretary of Amra
Muktijoddhar Santan (chil-
dren of freedom fighters),
lodged the corruption charge
against the accused to the
ACCinFebruary this year.

8 hurt as BCL factions
clash at Bakerganj

A CORRESPONDENT, Barisal

Eight activists were injured as
rival factions of Bangladesh
Chhatra League engaged in a
clash on Bakergani
Government College campus
in Bakerganj town in Barisal
district yesterday.

Following an incident over
playing carom board at the
student's common room in
the college on Sunday after-
noon, the two groups
engaged in an altercation
yesterday morning.

Rivals attacked each other
with lethal weapons, and
engaged in chasing, counter
chasing and stone throwing
in and around the campus,
leaving at least eight people
injured.

Conditions of Mehdi
Hasan, Mizanur Rahman,
Swapan, Gouptam, Jewel,
and Tapash were stated to be
serious.

The injured received
treatment at local health

complex and clinics.

M Saifur Rahman, officer
in charge of Bakerganj police
station, said they intensified
patrolin the area.

"The college authority has
given an ultimatum to all
students for maintaining
discipline on the campus. A
meeting with them would be
held tomorrow [Tuesday],”
said college Principal Prof
Md Ibrahim.

There is a long-standing
rivalry between two factions
of BCL activists led by munic-
ipality unit BCL joint con-
vener Saiful Huda Dakua and
Bakerganj College BCL con-
vener AHM Shahan, sources
said.

Former upazila chairman
Awami League (AL) leader
Mabubul Alam supports the
first faction while local AL
woman lawmaker Parvin
Begum and upazila
Chairman Shamsul Alam
Chunnu support the other
faction.

Clash over
disputed
land, 6 hurt

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Dinajpur

At least six people, including
two women, were injured in a
clash over capture of a dis-
puted land in Phulbari upazila
of Dinajpur district yesterday.

The injured are Md Ohaidul
Islam, 45, his wife Shahnaz
Parvin, 35, Mehedul Islam, 27,
Sakhawat Hossain, 42, Motiar
Rahman, 50, and her daughter
Masuda Parvin, 24.

Of the injured, four were
admitted to Phulbari Upazila
Health Complex while the rest
to Dinajpur Medical College
and Hospital.

Phulbari police quoted

locals as saying that two neigh-
bours--Motiar and Ohaidul--

have been claiming the owner-
ship of 49 decimal land at
Krishnapurvillage forlong,

When Motiar and his
brother Sakhawat started
fencing the land at around
9:00am, Ohaidul and his
family attacked them, leading
to a clash between the two
sides. The feuding groups
used sharp weapons and
wooden sticks during the
clash, leaving six people from
both sides injured.
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\ A R When contacted,
G . Gobindo Roy, divisional
- 2 forest officer in Patuakhali,
said, "I will investigate the
matter and take necessary

step if any forest staff is found
g‘_l_i_lt}r. L
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PHOTO: STAR
These slaughtered birds, along with several other live ones, were seized from two hunters in the

coastal mangrove forest in Galachipa upazila under Patuakhali district on September 27.
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