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Abbas rules out
compromise on
Israeli settlements

AFP, Jerusalem

Palestinian president Mahmud
Abbas rejected an Israeli sug-
gestion on Friday that a com-
promise on settlement building
may be possible ahead of a
scheduled moratorium ending
that threatens to derail Middle
Eastpeacetalks.

Two days before the conclu-
sion of the 10-month partial
moratorium on settlement
construction in the occupied
West Bank, Israel indicated it
was willing to cut a deal accept-
able to the United States and
the Palestinians, who both
want an extension of the
restrictions.

"Israelis prepared toreacha
compromise acceptable to all
parties,” a senior government
official said when asked about
US President Barack Obama's
call for the moratorium to be
extended.

But he also stressed that
"there cannot be zero con-
struction” in West Bank settle-
ments.

Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu was "making inten-
sive efforts to reach such a
compromise before the expira-
tion of the moratorium on
September 26," added the
official, asking not to be identi-
fied.

Israel was previously ada-
mant that the restrictions
would not be renewed, even
though Abbas had already
threatened to walk out of the
US-brokered peace talks over
theissue.

And Abbas on Friday
rejected any compromise that
does not guarantee a "com-
plete halt" to settlement activ-
ity, his adviser Nabil Abu
Rudeina told AFP.

"A total freeze must be
maintained on settlement
activity in the Palestinian
territories, including in
Jerusalem. We reject any partial
solution,” he said.

"Partial solutions do not
create a suitable climate for the
pursuit of negotiations,” Abu
Rudeina said of the direct talks
with Israel that resumed at the
beginning of September after a
20-month break.

Arab League chief Amr
Mussa, in New York on the
sidelines of the UN General
Assembly, told reporters Israel
must show a readiness to
extend the freeze if the peace
talks are to continue,

Israel must show it is "stop-
ping building settlements,” he
insisted, adding that "continu-
ing or prolonging or extending
the moratorium is a must and
is a symbolic message that the
Israeli policy is serious about
this."

Obama on Thursday firmly
restated his conviction the
moratorium should be
extended.

Abbas welcomed Obama's
remarks, "especially his call for
a halt of the settlement activi-
ties and for the creation of a
Palestinian state."

But he also reiterated his

threat to quit the talks if new
construction curbs are not
imposed.

"At the end of the freeze
period on the 26th of this
month, if the response about
the freeze of settlement is not
positive, we will halt negotia-
tions," Abbas said in New York
onThursday.

Israeli settlers accused
Obama of caving in to Abbas's
threat.

"If President Obama wants
to be perceived as an honest
broker in this process, he
should make clear to Mr Abbas
and his colleagues that threats,
blackmail and preconditions
are not acceptable,” the Yesha
Council, which represents the
settlers, said.

Washington also said on
Thursday it was proposing
"ideas" to Israeli and
Palestinian negotiators in a bid
to break the stalemate.

The previous round of
direct negotiations collapsed
when Israel launched a devas-
tating military offensive on the
Hamas-run Gaza Strip in
December 2008.

Abbas and Netanyahu did
not appear to have made any
progress towards narrowing
their differences during talks
last week in Egypt and in
Jerusalem attended by Clinton.

US officials have suggested
a three-month extension to the
moratorium, during which
time the two sides could agree
on borders, which could neu-
tralise the settlements dispute,
a senior Palestinian official
said.

The Palestinians and US
negotiators want a complete
halt to settlements while Israel
is insisting on continuing to
build in major blocs it hopes to
keepin anyfinal peace accord.

Abbas told AFP this week he
was "not opposed to a settle-
ment freeze for a month or
two."

The international commu-
nity considers Israeli settle-
ments in the West Bank,
including annexed east
Jerusalem, to beillegal.

The settlements issue has
long been among the thorniest
inthe peace process.

Some 500,000 Israelis live in
more than 120 Jewish settle-
ments across the West Bank
and east Jerusalem, territories
expected to form the bulk of a
future Palestinian state.

Bus crushes
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forbade him to attend the
coaching classes but he was so
dedicated that he never
missed any classes.”

Shaidul Islam, the victim's
uncle said, Arifur came out of
the house at 7:00am for his
college after which he
attended his coaching classes
at Farmgate.

Police said they held the
killer bus, which the agitators
damaged badly after the inci-
dent, but its driver managed to
escape.

Huge gastield
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Gas from this field can be

made available to Netrokona
or Mymensingh within a
couple of years. The energy
ministry is already working on
a pipeline project on priority
basis to transmit the new find.

According to the Bapex
MD, the gas can be quickly
delivered up to Netrokona by
installing a 25-kilometre
pipeline. Besides, the govern-
ment can set up power plants
close to the gas field to utilise
the gas even faster.

A top official of Titas Gas
Transmission and
Distribution Company Litd
said Titas has a high pressure
gas pipeline up to Netrokona.
Although this pipeline does
not have large capacity to
transmit huge new gas, it
could certainly handle gas
from at least one well of the
field. This could be worked out
immediately after the discov-
exy.

This would be important as
gas crisis is already affecting
the country's power genera-
tion, industrial production
and even household stoves.

The structure was discov-
ered through a seismic survey
covering a line of 260 kilo-
metres conducted last year
and earlier this year. The
interpretation of the survey
data was completed in July
and Bapex submitted it to its
parent company Petrobangla.

The survey has cost Tk 3.5
crore, officials say.

Right now, Bapex is negoti-
ating with some local land-
owners to procure land at the
site. If Bapex fails to purchase
this land, it would seek the

government's move for requi-
sition of the land.

"The drilling site is very
close to the main road. We will
have to develop the site and a
drilling pad, plus construct a
small road infrastructure to
begin the drilling,” said the
Bapexchief.

One of the basic impedi-
ments to drilling the well is a
bridge on the wide river
Panchanadi in Thakuragiona
area. The bridge was con-
structed very poorly only a few
years ago and already heavy
vehicles take extra precau-
tions while crossing it.
Mobilising a drilling rig
through this bridge would be
highly risky, say officials.

Bapex chief said his team
has determined an alternative
route to mobilise the rig
through Mohanganj. "But
ultimately we will need this
bridge to be workable," he
added.

Right now Bapex is tightly
scheduled to conduct a series
of drilling of wells at different
locations. In next month it will
start drilling a well in
Sundalpur followed by
anotherin Srikail.

"But our top priority is this
structure,” said the Bapex
chief.

Another Bapex official said
the state-owned company
might not be able to begin
drilling in April-May next year.

He said typically all works
of Bapex suffer due to delay in
land acquisition and building
a drilling pad ahead of the
schedule. "Thisis true for all of
Bapex's schedules. Even our
fast-track projects are suffer-
ing delays for this," he added.

2 more
contract
anthraxin
Nilphamari

Bss, Nilphamari

Two cases of anthrax in
human were detected in
Jaldhaka upazila of the district
yesterday.

They were identified as
Samsuzzaman Likhan, 18, and
Samaiya Jahan Esha, 4.

Dr Mizanur Rahman of
Jaldhaka Upazila Hospital told
the journalists that the two
patients are being given treat-
ment and are now under
observation.

The hospital sources said a
three-member medical team
has been formed to identify
anthrax patients.

Mir Kashem
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journalist Arun Das Gupta and
advocate Nurun Nabi
Chowdhury.

Her husband told her that
Mir Kashem and Abul Kalam
were kingpins of the group that
tortured them, Nurjahan said.

Later briefing journalists
here, the investigation team
said legal steps will be taken
against those involved in
crimes against humanity in
Chittagongregionin 1971.

Tribunal Prosecutor Zead Al
Malum said, “We have got
information that Fazlul Quader
Chowdhury's family, his son
Salahuddin Quader, Jamaat
leader Mir Kashem and many
others were involved in crimi-
nal activities like mass killings,
rape, loot, arson and torture
during the Liberation War.”

Golam Arif Tipoo said they
will submit their findings to the
tribunal for taking action as per
law.

The tribunal is working
impartially to bring to book the
elements who escaped punish-
ment for unleashing barba-
rism.

Prosecutor Mokhlesur
Rahman said those who were
involved in crimes against
humanity have become more
powerful now, and are making
it difficult to get information
against them. He urged all to
cooperate with the tribunal in
this regard.

Earlier, when the probe
team members visited
Pahartali mass killing ground,
Prof Gazi Salehuddin of
Chittagong University told
them that Pakistani army and
its collaborators used to take
the freedom-loving people to
this spot and kill them. His
father was among those killed
there.

He also said the occupation
army killed several hundred
people of the adjoining railway
colonies and many others on
November 10in 1971.

On the following day, the
army personnel and members
of Al. Badr, AL Shams and
Shanti Commitiee called
hundreds of residents of
Wireless Colony, Master Lane,
Shaheed Lane, Punjabi Lane,
Firoj Shah Colony and
Saraipara out of their houses
and took them to the mass
killing spot on the plea of iden-
tifying the dead bodies, he said.

The army personnel then
shot them dead. Many of the
dead bodies were dumped
under the ground and many
more were burnt spraying
gunpowder and petrol, said
locals.

The elements also forced
many passengers of trains
running on Chittagong-
Nazirhat and Chittagong-
Dohazari lines to get down and
killed them.

Pakistani army officials
tortured and killed women
brought to the hilltop torture
cell from different areas of the
city, said Saleh Uddin. He
claimed to have seen skeletons
of many of the victims, their
clothes and vanity bags near
the torture cell after the
Liberation War.

Recruitment
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party,” admitted examination
committee member and the
chairman of the ear, nose and
throat (ENT) department Abu
Shafi Ahmed Amin who was
present at the academic coun-
cilmeeting.

The situation became
normal after the general secre-
taries of SCP and BMA Dr Igbal
Arslan and Dr Sharfuddin
along with Awami League
Secretary for Health Affairs
Badiuzzaman Dablu held a
meeting with the candidates at
the academic council room for
halfan hour.

Prof Shafi on the meeting
held at Milton Hall said, "It

could be held at the party office
or BMA office. It was
unwanted".

The VC also said, "If they
had their meeting at the Milton
Hall, then certainly they did
wrong'.

The secretaries of SCP and
BMA who are also the employ-
ees of BSMMU could not be
contacted through repeated
attempts over the cell phone.

BSMMU authorities pub-
lished an advertisement for the
post of 70 medical officers for
its 17 disciplines a few months
back. A written examination
was also held on July 16, which
was cancelled by the VC on the
same day following allegations
of question leak and
invigilators helping candidates
inside the exam hall.

Fresh tension
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town, Superintendent of Police
Jamil Ahmed of Pabna said,
"We're watching the situation.
We'll take necessary measures
accordingly.”

More than 100 Jubo League
and Bangladesh Chhatra
League activists on September
17 attacked two examination
centres during a recruitment
test of class-1Il government
employees, as the DC refused
to entertain various demands
ofthe ALMP.

The attackers assaulted a
number of government officers
including two additional dep-
uty commissioners and a
female magistrate and vanda-
lised a number of officers’
vehicles.

The district administration
held a meeting with local pro-
fessionals and politicians on
Thursday to discuss the
unprecedented attack, and
sought justice.

Meanwhile, the Jubo
League and Chhatra League
activists accused of attacking
the officials might surrender
before Pabna magistrate's
court today.

"I've asked them to appear
before the court tomorrow
[today] morning, as [ want the
culprits to get punished,”
Prince told The Daily Star at his
town home yesterday.

The first-time lawmaker of
Pabna-5 constituency, how-
ever, is critical of the DC.

"The DC is tarnishing the
image of the party [AL] capital-
ising on the incident. He is
violating the code of conduct of
service rule,”" a seemingly
irritated Prince said, adding, he
explained the matter to the AL
General Secretary Syed
Ashraful Islam, and urged him
to take action against the DC.

He said the ongoing crisis
will not be resolved as long as
the DC remains posted in
Pabna.

AL Vice-president Abdus
Samad Raton and other leaders
of the municipality unit pres-
ent at yesterday's meeting
condemned the attack on
officials and also the subse-
quent role of the DC.

They criticised the district
administration for implicating
many Jubo League and
Chhatra League leaders and
workers in what they called
were false cases.

The DC is responsible for
the face-off in Pabna by organ-
ising various programmes,
especially the view exchange
meeting with the media people
and other professionals, said
Taslim Hasan Suman, AL gen-
eral secretary of the unit.

The DC and other senior
officers of the administration
have declined to comment on
today's programme and the
allegations against the admin-
istration.

Following the September 17
attack, two magistrates filed

Mirpur Road

FROM PAGE 16

died on Friday after he was hit
by a speeding pick-up van on
theroad.

Following the death, about
150 students blocked the road
for one and a half hours
demanding a speed breaker in
the area.

two separate cases with Pabna
Sadar Police Station accusing
more than 100 people includ-
ing 31 Jubo League and
Chhatra League leaders and
workers. Police have so far
arrested six people while the
main accused persons are still

atlarge.
"Drives are on to nab the

culprits. We're raiding the
houses of the culprits, but they
are absconding,” Md Ruhul
Islam, assistant superinten-
dent of police of Pabna sadar
circle, said.
IGPFORLEGALACTION
Inspector General of Police
(IGP) Hassan Mahmood
Khandker yesterday said legal
actions will be taken against
the attackers.

"I hope, legal action will be
taken against the miscreants
involved in the offence,” he
said, adding, actions will also
be taken against law enforcers
if found guilty of neglecting
their duty.

Ibrahim murder
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Khandker Abdul Halim, assis-

tant superintendent of police
at CID and investigation
officer of the case, told The
Daily Star last night.

Earlier on Thursday, CID
arrested Mazharul Islam
Mithu, another aide to Shaon,
and took him on a three-day
remand the following day.

Sources sald Delwar and
Shimul were arrested on
information obtained from
Mithu.

Ibrahim, 38, was killed by a
shot from Shaon's pistol in the
lawmaker's car parked in front
of the MP Hostel at Jatiya
Sangsad Bhaban complex on
August13.

Driver Kamal Hossain alias
Kala filed an unnatural death
case with Sher-e-Bangla
Nagar Police Station.

Five days later, Ibrahim's
brother Masum filed a murder
case with a Dhaka court,
accusing 16 persons including
Shaon, Delwar, Kala, Mithu,
Mizan, Jibon, Riton and Alam.

Quader rallies
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people, he asserted.

However, the role of some
journalists since the 1/11 has
also been quite shocking, said
the ruling party lawmaker
while exchanging views with
journalists at Hilltop Circuit
House in Cox's Bazar in the
Morning.

Some journalists even took
part in television talk shows
which is harmful for democ-
racy, he added. The former
state minister said the MPs are
elected by the people and if
they do anything unjust, they
will pay in the next election.
Publishing news which under-
mines parliamentarians indis-
criminatelyis not right.

In Bangladesh, lawmakers
have never rendered parlia-
ment dysfunctional to press
home their demands for higher
salaries and allowances.

(Quader said, "I am not too
worriedabout1/11..."

Fake Mujibnagar
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The parliamentary body also

asked the law ministry to
come up with the particulars
of all officials who joined
government jobs from 1972 to
date as staff of the Mujibnagar
government.

"We are astonished at the
information about the age of
190 sub-registrars. Some of
them were suckling babies in
1971. How could they the be
staff of the Mujibnagar gov-
ernment?” Abdul Matin
Khasru, a member of the
parliamentary body, told The
Daily Star after the meeting at
the Jatiya Sangsad Bhaban.

He said the committee
received allegations from
different sources that a good
number of those who joined
government jobs in high-
ranking posts like sub-
registrar, custom officer and
income tax officer since 1972,
claiming to be Mujibnagar
government's staffs, illegally
made incredible moveable
and unmoveable properties.

"We will decide the next
course of action after receiv-
ing information on other
officials who got government
jobs through fake educational
certificates and age certifi-
cates,” Khasru, also former
law minister, said.

He said some members of
the parliamentary body rec-
ommended that the govern-
ment should suspend them
from the job and take account
of theirwealth.

There were outbursts from
the members of the standing
committee at the meeting.
They said many wounded
freedom fighters are loitering
on the streets and begging and
they did not get government
jobs.

PROBE BODY FINDINGS
In the wake of allegations, the

parliamentary body asked the
law ministry to investigate the
matter. The ministry on June
19 this year formed a three-
member probe body headed
by its Joint Secretary Maznul
Ahsan.

Examining personal infor-
mation including educational
certificates of 190 officials, the
probe body placed the volu-
minous report before the
parliamentary body yesterday.

According to the probe
report, ages of four sub-
registrars were at best three
years in 1971, 13 officials were
between three and five years,
39 were between five and
seven, 21 were between seven
and eight, 18 were between
eight and nine, 12 were
between nine and 10, 20 were
between 10 and 11, 11 were
between 11 and 12, 12 were
between 12 and 13, 13 were
between 13 and 14, 11 were
between 14 and 15, eight were
between 15 and 16, five were
between 16 to 17, and two
were between 17 and 18 years
in1971.

The probe body inter-
viewed the 189 officials.

"None of them could give
satisfactory answer to the
query as to where and under
whose authority they worked
as Mujibnagar government
staff,” the probe report said.

It said none of them was
able to recall any incident
during their service to the
Mujibnagar government.

Citing an example, the
probe report said Sabina
Yasmin was physically chal-
lenged from birth. But she
submitted a certificate that
she served as an assistant to a
nurse when she was six years
and three months oldin 1971.

"It is absolutely unbeliev-
able and unrealistic," the
probe report said.

Journalist
stabbed in
Rangpur

OuUR CORRESPONDENT,
Rangpur

An assailant stabbed Rangpur
correspondent of The Daily
Jugantor at Jahaj Company
intersection in the town yes-
terday evening, leaving him
critically injured.

Victim Mahbubur Rahman
Habu was rushed to Good
Health Clinic. Doctors at the
clinic said he needed 32

stitches in his back.
Habu came under attack

when he was going to his office
in the area from the local Press

Club around 8:00pm.
An unidentified youth

swooped on the journalist and
started stabbing with a sharp
weapon while his three to four

cohorts stood nearby:.

Hearing his scream, locals
thronged the spot while the
attacker and his accomplices
escaped the scene, added
Habu.

Officer-in-charge of
Kotwali Police Station Haider
Ali said they were trying to
identify and arrest the
attacker.

Habu said that few days ago
he reported an incident about
tender manipulation of Roads
and Highways Department,
involving some local ruling
party activists.

Robber
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villagers caught hold of one of
the bandits and beat him

mercilessly, leaving him spot
dead.

On information, police
recovered the body and sent it
to Comilla Medical College
Hospital morgue for autopsy.

The OC said Matin was
wanted in a number of crimi-
nal cases including robbery
and murder.

PM tells UN
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League were mercilessly killed

by systematic terrorist acts of
the BNP-Jamaat-e-Islami
alliance government.

She recalled the August 21
dastardly grenade attack
directed against her at a public
rally, killing 24 innocent peo-
ple, including Ivy Rahman, the
wife of present President of
Bangladesh.

“Being victims of repeated
terrorist acts, myself and my
family know this menace
well,” Hasina said, adding,
“Clearly, our rejection of ter-
rorism is total as is our deter-
mination to eliminate it in all
its forms.”

The premier said in
unequivocal term that terror-
ism will not be allowed in the
soil of Bangladesh. “That's
why we are a party to all terror-
ism-related UN conventions
and accord them our full
support.”

She said Bangladesh is a
secular, progressive nation
fulfilling the promise of
democracy, good governance,
human rights and the rule of
law, made by Father of the
Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman from this
podium 36 years ago.

Hasina said this has beenin
consonance with the objec-
tives of the United Nations,
which has been serving as the
last abode towards fulfilling
the hopes and aspirations of
the hapless people of the
world.

Bangladesh has been
extending support to the UN's
efforts in establishing democ-
racy, human rights, peace and
security by taking effective
steps in combating terrorism
and external threats world-
wide, the premier added.

US Congress
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The House of Representatives

approved a measure seeking
to grant Yunus the honour on
Thursday night.

The legislation, which
honours Yunus for "his contri-
butions to the fight against
global poverty,” will now go to
President Barack Obama for
his signature.

Yunus, a 70-year-old econ-
omist from Bangladesh,
earned the moniker "banker
to the poor"” by promoting the
use of micro-credit -- small
loans that can help the poor
build small businesses.

He won the 2006 Nobel
peace prize for his work dis-
tributing the loans through his
Grameen Bank, which he
founded in 1976 to help
increase the access of the poor
to credit.

An estimated 95 percent of
microcredit borrowers are

women, who traditionally
have less access to conven-
tional bank credit.

US strategists seek
Afghan fixes
outside the box

KABUL, Afghanistan

On a Nato base in Kabul, a five-
member team is rethinking
the war in Afghanistan and
questioning some of the basic
assumptions behind the effort
to clean up corruption and
gain the upper hand over the
Taliban.

Among the ideas this so-
called "Red Team" is generat-
ing: Accept that Afghanistan's
entrenched system of graft
won't change overnight, so
pick your battles, recognise
that for Afghans, some corrup-
tion is worse than others, so
tackle what affects them day-
to-day first, and study how the
Taliban won power by exploit-
ing Afghanistan's system of
payoffs and patronage in the
1990s, and borrow those tac-
tics.

The Red Team's studies are
part of an evolution of thinking
among diplomats, command-
ers and analysts alike that
applying Western standards to
combat corruption has not
produced results fast enough.

Further, concentrating on
what is most important to
Americans -- such as raiding
Afghan government offices
over large-scale abuses -- has

served only to alienate the
government of President
Hamid Karzai. Such raids have
done little to erase the nickel-
and-dime bribes ans have
to pay to drive down a highway;,
or see a government doctor --
the daily shakedowns that
drive the people into the arms
of the insurgents, who provide
similar services without the

The Taliban, meanwhile,
have used the Afghan govern-
ment's behavior, and Nato's
paralysis over the issue, to their
advantage. The militants are
seen as providing "cleaner”
government in areas they
control. And they pay off or
intimidate local leaders and

warlords behind the scenes, as
they did the last time they took

power.

Youth's body
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travel bag into the car from a
house at Section-6.

They asked him to pull over
near the Ansar camp and
dumped the bagin the dustbin
there. They paid him and left
the place hurriedly, said Kazi
Wazed Ali, officer-in-charge
(OC) of Mirpur Police Station,
quoting the driver.

Zahid informed the matter
to a patrol team of Rapid
Action Battalion.

Net result: Natois losing this
fight.

It's unwelcome news that
presents no easy answers for
those trying to craft a new
strategy to combat corruption.
But the Red Team's job is to
challenge the status quo, at the
direction of the day-to-day
commander of operations, Lt.
Gen. David Rodriguez.

The Red Team itself is a
concept that was developed at
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, and
was used effectivelyin Irag.

They call themselves "cog-
nitive insurgents,” fighting the
established system with brain-
power rather than firepower.
Team leader Lt Col Brian

Hammerness says they spend
"a lot of time balancing” their
analysis so commanders on
the receiving end don't shoot
the messenger. Hammerness
often approaches his bosses
fg}ring, "I want to present this
information to you, and you
might not take this well."

Governance
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test of class-IlI government
employees, as the DC refused
to entertain demands of
Awami League MP Golam
Faruk Prince.

Referring to that, Sujan
president Prof Muzaffer
Ahmed said good governance
cannot be established without
an impartial administration.
All recruitment and promo-
tion in the administration
should be transparent, he
added.

He urged the lawmakers to
be the representatives of the
poor, not the tycoons.

Former adviser to a care-
taker government Sultana
Kamal said the MPs should
realise that they were not
elected to the parliament only
for tax-free cars and slamming
on the people who disapprove
oftheirunfair demands.

"It is time we reminded
them of the pledges they made
to the people while begging for
votes," shesaid.

Muzahidul Islam Selim,
general secretary of
Communist Party of
Bangladesh (CPB) said a
Supreme Court verdict had
banned all religion-based
political parties in the country.

"The government should
shut the offices of all religion-
based political parties includ-
ing Bangladesh Jamaat-e-
Islami or else the government
will be charged for contempt of
the court,"” he said.

Bomb threat
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that a passenger was carrying
explosives. Arlanda
spokesman Anders Bredfell
said there were 273 people on
board.

A SWAT team detained the
suspect as he was evacuated
from the aircraft along with
the other passengers. Police
described him as a Canadian
citizen of Pakistani origin,
aged about 30, but said they
had not confirmed his iden-
tity.

A spokesman for the state-
owned Pakistan International
Airlines said the suspect was a
25-year-old Canadian
national.

The tip was "called in by a
woman in Canada,” police
operation leader Stefan
Radman said, adding that
Swedish police took the threat
seriously.

Police officials said the
man was not on any interna-
tional no-fly lists and had
cleared a security check in
Canada. He didn't resist when
the SWAT team took him into
custody.

Investigators were ques-
tioning the man at a police
station, and a prosecutor was
to decide whether to formally
arrest him.

Jan Lindqvist, a spokesman
for airport operator Swedavia,
sald PIA was considering
flying the passengers to
Manchester, England, from
where they would continue
their journey to Karachi.

In Pakistan, a spokesman
for state-run PIA confirmed
the incident involved flight
PK782 to Karachi.

"The plane has landed at
the Stockholm airport due to
security reasons,” airline
spokesman Sultan Hasan said.

The passengers were wait-
ing at the "international hold-
ing area” at the airport as they
and their luggage were
scanned and searched, Hasan
said. Pakistani diplomats were
at the airport to coordinate
with the security officials.

PIA said there were 255
passengers and 18 crew mem-
bers on the plane. Of the pas-
sengers, 102 were Canadian
nationals, 139 Pakistanis,
eight US citizens, three
Indians and one each from

Japan, Malaysia and
Bangladesh.

Calls to the Royal Canadian
Mounted Police and Canada's
public safety department were
notimmediately returned.

"The Canadian Embassy in
Stockholm is in contact with
local authorities to gather
additional information and
stands ready to offer consular
assistance as required,”
Foreign Affairs spokesman
Alain Cacchione said.

UK goes
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"At the moment there are very
few widely agreed guidelines
or rules about how to behave
online -- we hope Echo will
define behaviours that are
generally experienced as anti-
social or likely to cause dis-
tress in online communica-
tion."

On Thursday the CPS's
community liaison director,
Nazir Afzal, said the new
guidance to prosecutors was
the first time stalking - and
cyberstalking in particular --
had been officially recognised.
'FEARAND TREPIDATION'
Mr Afzal said: "Stalkers steal
lives, that was the message I
picked up from speaking to
victims. Victims stop trusting
those they know and every
stranger is seen as a threat.”

"People often can't answer
the phone, receive texts or go
to a familiar place without fear
and trepidation. We want to
give people their lives back."”

Alexis Bowater, chief exec-
utive for the Network for
Surviving Stalking, welcomed
the new CPS guidelines.

She said: "This will go a
long way to improving the
lives of victims and to making
sure that perpetrators are
treated appropriately by the
courts. Recognising, in partic-
ular, new forms of stalking
such as cyberstalking is
groundbreaking.”

LizIynne, Lib Dem MEP for
the West Midlands, said: "The
crime of cyberstalking has
exploded across Europe with
the growth of the internet and
social networking sites.

"It is not just celebrities
who attract stalkers, nor is it
just something that affects
teenagers."



