tar
I'ts

DHAKA MONDAY SEPTEMBER 20, 2010 culture_dailystar@yahoo.com

& Entertdinment

@he Baily Star

Solo Art
Exhibition

Title: The Wing

Artist: Murtaja Baseer
Venue: Galleri Kaya, H-
20, R- 16 Sector 4, Uttara
Date: September 25-
October 10

Time: 10am-8pm

Handicraft
Exhibition

Shahbagh
Time: 6pm

Title: Mastercraftspersons
and Crafts Fair 2010
Organiser: National Crafts
Council of Bangladesh and
Bengal Foundation

Venue: National Museum,

Date: September 18-22

Group Art
Exhibition

Title: Rooted Creativity-4
Venue: Bengal Gallery of
Fine Arts, 275/F
Dhanmondi, R-16,
Dhanmondi

Date: September 16-25
Time: 12pm-8pm

Solo Art Exhibition

Title: Innocence and
Experience

Artist: Mohammad Igbal
Venue: Gallery Chitrak,
H-21, R-4, Dhanmondi
Date: September 24-
October 12

Time: 10am-8pm

Emerging theatre actor Deepak Suman
talks about becoming director

Deepak Suman

JamiL MAHMUD tre arena.

........................................... So far Suman has per-
formed in Aranyak's popular

Deepak Suman is one of the
talented young actors on
stage at present. He stepped
into the theatre scene in 2003
through joining Aranyak
Natyadal. Suman's compe-
tence and dedication helped
him found a footing in his
troupe as well as in the thea-

plays such as “Raarang’,
“Mayur Shinghashan” and
“Ebong Bidyasagar”.
Recently the actor has taken
up a new role in his troupe.
He will make his directorial
debut through Aranyak's
upcoming play “Eti Jocasta” -
- an adaptation of the Greek

classic “Oedipus”.

The theatre activist talked
toThe Daily Star recently.

Suman says he got
involved in theatre for a
greater cause -- he wants to
be a part of the movements
that change the society, and
he prefers theatre as the
medium. As a student of
Dhaka University, Suman
was actively involved in
student politics. At that time,
he believed that politics can
change the society, but join-
ing theatre -- particularly
Aranyak that has been work-
ing to minimise the class
divide for years -- has
changed his initial beliefs.

“After becoming familiar
with Aranyak's activities, I
felt that theatre could also
play a significant role in
changing the society for the
better. At times theatre can
reach out to more people
than politics. I think through
theatre I'll be able to imple-
ment my political ideolo-
gies,” says Suman,

When Suman joined
Aranyak, the troupe was
getting ready to bring
“Raarang” to the stage. Later
he played key roles in “Mayur
Shinghashan” and “Ebong
Bidyasagar”. In “Ebong
Bidyasagar”, Suman played
Michael Madhusudan Dutta
(the protagonist of the play is
Iswar Chandra Bidyasagar,

Suman (right) in the play “Ebong Bidyasagar”.
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played by veteran actor
Mamunur Rashid). Suman's
spontaneity and moving
performance, along with his
co-actors, helped the play
earnaccolades.

Suman also performed in
several street plays. Apart
from Aranyak plays, at pres-
ent he is performing in the
Theatrewala repertory pro-
duction “Shylock and Syco-
phants”.

Suman is excited about his
directorial debut. He consid-
ers the opportunity a privi-
lege. The play, “Eti Jocasta’,
has also been written and
dramatised by Suman. It
zooms in on the character
Jocasta, the mother and wife
of King Oedipus. “Jocasta is
apparently a less important
character in the original
'Oedipus'. Everyone talks
about King Oedipus and his
ill fate. But Jocasta, who goes
through the same tragic
events, remains in the shad-
ows. In my play, I've tried to
focus onher,” says Suman.

Suman informs that the
play would depict the story of
Jocastathrough contemporary
eyes, as it is produced in the
‘theatre within theatre' form.

“Eti Jocasta” is one of two
upcoming plays by Aranyak.
The troupe will also bring
Shakespeare's “Hamlet” to the
stage, which will be directed by
young activist Masuduzzaman,
Both plays are part of Aranyak's
recent initiative to showcase
young talents.

Suman adds that “Eti
Jocasta” is not only based on
“Oedipus”, but rather he has
been inspired by several
other classics. For this he had
to study a lot, a habit Suman
thinks every theatre activist
should develop.

The contemporary theatre
scenario seems quite prom-
ising to Suman. Young people
are coming in greater num-
bers to watch plays, which is
positive sign, he says.

Suman also wants to thank
his mentor Mamunur
Rashid, for showing him the
way of the theatre and giving
him the opportunity to direct

aplay.
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Bharatanatyam lecture-demonstration
by Nivedita Parthasarthy

A CORRESPONDENT

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

Renowned Indian
Bharatanatyam dancer
Nivedita Parthasarthy held a
lecture-demonstration at
Natmandal on Dhaka Univer-
sity (DU) campus on Septem-
ber 18 morning. Also present
were Vice Chancellor of DU,
AAMS Arefin Siddique; direc-
tor of the Indian Council for
Cultural Relations Ankur
Banerjee and lecturer,
Drama Department of DU,
Rahmat Ali.

The demonstration
explained the levels of inter-
action through body lan-
guage and how expressions
are used to communicate.
The audience included stu-
dents, aspiring dancers, and
dance enthusiasts.

In her lecture, Parthasarthy
explained the origins of
Bharatanatyam -- where it
used to be performed and
why it was performed --
before getting to the demon-
stration.

“It is believed that Shiva
and Parvati taught Usha
(Parvati's devotee) the dance

Nivedita Parthasarthy
form and the latter taught it to

PHOTO: ZAHEDUL |. KHAN

caught on among the masses,

the gopi (female cowherds) of from that time on it has been

Brindaban. Eventually it

passed down to generations,

hence it is believed to be a
pristine dance form.” said
Parthasarthy.

As part of her demonstra-
tion, Parthasarthy illus-
trated the fala, thythms and
the dance itself through her
interaction with the audi-
ence. She discussed certain
postures, asked for ideas
from the audiences so she
could act them out through
dance and abhinaya (theat-
rics). The danseuse also
explained why dancers have
to perform pranam (seeking
blessing) before beginning a
performance.

“With these movements,
we first pay reverence to the
universe and it's creator, the
forefathers, the guru, the
audience, the mother and
then the instruments which
inspire the soul of any
dance.” said Parthasarthy.

After a 30-minute dem-
onstration and answering
questions from the audi-
ence, Parthasarthy wrapped
up with performing
'Padam’, a Bharatanatyam

piece that tells the story of Sri
Krishna.
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Theatre troupe Loko Natyadal staged its production “Shonai Madhob” at Experimental Theatre Hall, Bangladesh Shilpakala
Academy on September 17. Based on a palafrom “Mymensingh Geetika”, the play zooms in on the tragic love story of Shonai
and Madhob. The production combines both padaboli kirtan and jatra styles. Dance also adds a new dimension to the
production. Eugene Gomes directed the play and Mostafa Anwar Swapan directed music for the production.
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