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An Eid Mela for the people, by the people

Annual event in Thakurgaon draws droves

QUAMRUL ISLAM RUBAIYAT,
Thakurgaon
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A spontaneous annual mela
(fair) at Thakurgaon Gov-
ernment Boys' High School
Ground has become a joy-
ous occasion for people
from all walks of life, espe-
cially children and youth.

People whose professions
keep them outside the dis-
trict also flock to the mela to
catch up with their school
and college friends as well as
acquaintances.

Without any organiser,
the mela starts from the
afternoon on Eid day. For
the last nine or ten years, the
mela has run for seven to ten
days, depending on the
turnout. This year, hundreds
of people including women
and children thronged the
mela premises everyday.

A number of nagordola
(ferries wheels) have been
set up here. Traders of hand-
icrafts, pottery items and

indigenous toys from dif-
ferent districts including
Panchagarh and Dinajpur
also set up stalls.

Majedul Islam, lecturer
of Thakurgaon Govern-
ment College, told The
Daily Star that 10-12 years
ago only two or three
nagordola were set up here
during Eid for the local
children. A few hawkers of
ice-cream, balloons and
hand-made toys used to
arrive to sell their products;
gradually it has becomes a
joyous event for a cross
section of society.

Sabina Yasmin, lecturer
of Department of Chemis-
try, Rajshahi University, had
come to the mela from her
Hazipara home in the town
along with her two sons.
“This is an annual attraction
forus,” she said.

Thakurgaon Municipality
Chairman Shahed Kamal
Chowdhury said people
gathered here due to lack of
other sources of recreation.
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Traders of handicrafts, pottery items and indigenous toys set up stalls at the mela.

“We are thinking of arranging
a formal mela during the Eid
days to meet popular
demand,” he said.

Satish, a middle-aged
pottery trader of Pachpir
village under Boda upazila in
Panchagarh district, told this

correspondent: “For the last
four years I have displayed
my wares at the mela and
made handsome profits.”

Bengal Gallery’s 10th anniversary celebration

continues
“Rooted Creativity-4” begins today

A CORRESPONDENT
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On the occasion of 10th anni-
versary of Bengal Gallery of
Fine Arts, the gallery has
organised a series of exhibi-
tions, titled “Rooted Creativ-
ity”. The fourth exhibition of
the series begins today at
Bengal Gallery in
Dhanmondi, Dhaka. The
exhibition will continue till
September 26. The participat-
ing painters are Monsur Ul
Karim, Chandra Shekhar Dey,
Alokesh Ghosh, KMA
Quayyum, AKM Alamgir
Haque, Mostafizul Hagqg,
Khalid Mahmud Mithu,
Dilara Begum Jolly, Sheikh
Afzal Hossain and
Mahabubur Rahman.

On the occasion of the
exhibition, Bengal Gallery

organised a press confer-

Jahan, manager (adminis-
tration) of the gallery, read
out a brief paper on the
artworks of participating
painters.

Subir Chowdhury, director,

Sheikh Afzal Hossain,
Mostafizul Haq, KMA
Quayyum, Chandra Shekhar
Dey, Monsur Ul Karim,
Alokesh Ghosh and Dilara

Begum Jolly attended the

Alokesh Ghosh's works
depict the countryside and
rivers of the country. Sheikh
Afzal Hossain is one of the
noted realist painters in
Bangladesh. His works delve

economic and political
situation. Monsur Ul Karim
has closely observed the
river Padma and its chang-
ing course. He portrays the
people living by the river
and their way of life through
abstract expressionism.
KMA Quayyum is recog-
nised for his superb realistic
works. Nature and its vari-
ous mysterious aspects
frequently appear in his
works. AKM Alamgir Huque
excels in both painting and
printmaking and has estab-
lished a personal hallmark
through his semi-abstract
works.

Professor Borhanuddin
Khan Jahangir will inaugu-
rate the exhibition today.
Art critic Syed Manzoorul
[slam will be present as
special guest at the inaugu-

Eid reunion for cultural
activists in Pabna

Two new books published

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna
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Uttaran Sahitya Ashar, a leading cultural
organisation of the district, held daylong
programmes last Tuesday at the Pabna Town
Hall premises. Cultural activists held the
programmes as part of an Eid reunion. Two
new books were unveiled on the occasion.
Other features of the day were a discussion,
poetryrecitation and musical rendition.

Poet Alamgir Kabir Hridoy chaired the
discussion. Noted educationist Professor
Mohammed Abdul Karim; writer Md.
Akteruzzaman; journalist Abdul Matin Khan
and Principal Enamul Haque Tagar spoke at
the discussion.

The speakers called on the cultural activ-
ists to enhance unity in the country in order
to create a progressive society. Cultural
activists always uphold the spirit of progress.
Ideologically they may differ, but the ulti-
mate goalis the same, they said.

Later, noted folk singers Tofazzal Hossain
Boyati and Abdul Halim Boyati gave perfor-
mances. Rehana Sultana Shilpi, Shimanta,
Mohammed Sanaullah and Soniya Siddika
recited poems and performed musical items.

Two books “Priotomor Kachhe
Muktijudhher Chithi” by Enamul Haque
Tagar and “Dahan” by Mohammed
Sanaullah were unveiled. The speakers lay
emphasis on the need to inspire young
writers.

Twatch |
“Bhoy Obhoy”

tonight
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Single-episode TV play “Bhoy Obhoy” will be
aired on Channel i tonight at 7:50 pm. Writ-
ten and directed by Sagor Jahan and
Shamima Aktar Baby, the play features
Humayun Faridee, Zahid Hasan and
Romanainlead roles.

i

on Channel |

The story revolves around a murder and
the suspense surrounding it. Afzal is an
influential trader in Cox's Bazar. His wife is
killed. The case is assigned to assistant com-
missioner of police (detective) Rahul. Rahul
meets Afzal a few times and every time faces
some challenge. Afzal meanwhile tries to
deter Rahul from solving the case.

ence at Bengal Café. Sarwar  gengal Gallery of Fine Arts; press conference. deep into the contemporary ral session. Zahid Hasan (left) and Humayun Faridee in the play.
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Cast: Mosharraf Karim, Cast: Russell Crowe, Leonardo Single Episode TV Play

Cast: Tauquir Ahmed, Joya Ahsan




