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Turkish reform
vote gets Western

backing

BeC ONLINE

The US and European Union
have welcomed the result of
the Turkish constitutional
referendum.

Voters in Turkey gave strong
backing to a package of
changes to the country's mili-
tary-era constitution.

The changes are aimed at
bringing Turkey more in line
with the EU, which the govern-
ment wants to join.

This result will help PM
Recep Tayyip Erdogan, who
made the reform a test of his
leadership, ahead of elections
next year, correspondents say.

With nearly all votes in the

referendum counted, about
58% had voted "Yes" to amend-
ing the constitution.

Mr Erdogan said the result
meant the country had
"crossed a historic threshold
toward advanced democracy
and the supremacy oflaw".

The European Commission
haswelcomed the results.

"As we consistently said in
the past months, these reforms
are a step in the right direction
as they address a number of
long-standing priorities in
Turkey's efforts towards fully
complying with the accession
criteria,”" Enlargement
Commissioner Stefan Fuele
said in a statement.

The US president "acknowl-
edged the vibrancy of Turkey's
democracy as reflected in the
turnout for the referendum
that took place across Turkey
today", a statement released by

the White House said.

German Foreign Minister
Guido Westerwelle said the
vote was critical for Turkey's
bid to join the European
Union.

"This discussion in society,
also about the concrete form of
the balance of power in the
state, is very much to be wel-
comed,” Mr Westerwelle said

BDR man
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done in presence of Executive
Magistrate Johirul Islam yes-
terday afternoon.

On completion of all for-
malities, the body was handed
over to Salim's relatives, the
jail superintendent said.

On April 12, Salim was
convicted by the BDR Special
Court-2 for his involvement in
Thakurgaon BDR mutiny in
Februarylast year.

Maruf placed
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threat, the accused needs to be
remanded again, said the DB
official.

On September 7 detectives
arrested Maruf from Natun
Babupara in Saidpur upazila
of Nilphamari district.

He sent the e-mail on
August 25 in the guise of a
Jamaat-e-Islami Majlish-e-
Sura member to the science
and information and commu-
nication technology ministry
using his client Mohammad
Monir's e-mail address.

In the e-mail he threatened
to blow up Key Point
Installations (KPI) and carry out
attack on police and ministry
officials unless the four top
Jamaat leaders are freed. He did
soin a bid to implicate his client
in a legal tangle so that Monir
cannot realise the money from
him (Maruf) which was given
for sending him to Dubai in
2007, said DB police.

in a statement.

The result gives a boost to
Mr Erdogan's political stand-
ing, after a hard-fought cam-
paign in which the main oppo-
sition accused him and his
party, the AKP, which has its
roots in political Islam, of
trying to take control of the
judiciary, says the BBC's
Jonathan Head in Istanbul.

'Islamist coup'

Mr Erdogan and his Justice
and Development Party (AKP)
are now in a stronger position
to seek a third term of office in
the general election due in the
middle of next year, our corre-
spondent adds.

The Turkish prime minister
put a lot of effort into persuad-
ing voters to back his reform
plan, travelling constantly
across the country over the past
month to drumup support.

Solar panels
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"If the feasibility study sug-
gests a positive outcome, we
must do it soon,” said the
mayor, adding, "We are now
assessing the cost.”

DMP Joint Commissioner
(Traffic) Mohammad Shafiqur
Rahman said signals at around
20 intersections on average
always remain out of order
due to power shortage.

Traffic constable
Mosharref Hossain, who
controls traffic movement at
the Sonargaon intersection,
said they have to face severe
difficulties during load-
shedding hours.

"When the traffic signals do
not work, we have to appear
physically on the middle ofthe
road risking our lives to con-
trol the traffic. Besides, addi-
tional forces are also needed.”

Bus driver Imrul Kabir said,
"Where there is no signal light,
we do not understand
whether we are allowed to go
forward ornot.”

"If we want to bring the
entire city under automated
system, we must install signals
at over 150 more points," said
Shafiqur Rahman.

8 robbers

FROM PAGE 1
Suman and Ahammad

received bullet injuries in their
legs.

After the incident, the Rab
team arrested eight robbers
including the injured.

The six others are Kamal
Hossain, 28, Igbal Hossain, 30,
Mohammad Rafig, 26, and
Sentu Miah, 32, of
Kamrangirchar; Mohammad
Mithu, 27, of Noakhali, and Al
Amin, 30, of Sunamgan,j.

A pistol with two bullets,
two knives and five mobile
phones were recovered from
them.

In a separate incident, a
trader was bullet injured when
a group of muggers shot him at
the city's Purana Paltan early
Friday.

Quoting witnesses police
said Mohammad Ali, 35, ashop
owner, was waiting for a vehicle
in front of Photo Journalists
Association to go to Comilla to
celebrate Eid with his family.

A gang of three to four mug-
gers in a car approached him at
about 3:45am and tried to
snatch his valuables. The
muggers shot him in the chest
as Aliresisted them.

The muggers fled the scene
with his valuables including a
mobile phone.

Later, Ali was rushed to
Dhaka Medical College
Hospital.

Tremors
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Daily Star that the second
tremor was at the Dhaleshwari
fault line near the confluence
of the Dhaleshwari and the
Shitalakkhya.

Panicked people especially
of Dhaka rushed out of their
homes.

Naznin Sultana Popy, a
resident of Mirpur-12, came
out of her house with her six-
year-old daughter Sauda
Hossain just after the second
tremor and did not go back in
until midnight.

"All the tin-built structures
(houses) were shaking and we
were praying to Allah to save
us,” said Shima Akhtar, a
resident of Tungibari in
Bikrampur.

Cracks developed in Lutfa
Tower and Paneros Tower in
Narayanganj, said locals.

It was felt in Dhaka,
Narayanganj, Gazipur,
Manikganj, Munshiganj,
Jamalpur, Tangail, Sirajganj,
Kishoreganj, Natore, Pabna,
Brahmanbaria, Comilla,
Chandpur, Narsingdi,
Habiganj, Bagerhat, Kushtia,
Magura, Khulna, Bhairab,
Laxmipur, Feni, Noakhali,
Shariatpur, Madaripur,
Barisal, Bhola and Gopalganj
among other places.

According to the Met

jolt

Office, the epicentre of the
third earthquake was 233km
north of the office at
Agargaon. It was felt for a few
seconds in Dinajpur,
Kurigram, Gaibandha and
Jamalpur.

Maksud predicted that
such fore shakes indicate a big
onelooming.

He said places where earth-
quakes of over 7 on the Richter
scale have occurred tend to
have another big one within
130 to 150 years.

The last major earthquake
with the epicentre on Dhaka
area was 130 years ago,
Chittagong 250 years ago and
Sylhet about 100 years ago.

He said during the last 250
years eight major earthquakes
have affected Bangladesh.
Among the eight, four earth-
quakes had their epicentres
inside Bangladesh.

The great Indian earth-
quake of June 12, 1897 of 8.7 in
the Richter scale had the
epicentre in the central part of
Shillong plateau, he said.

Maksud said fault lines like
Douki fault zone, Shahjibazar
fault zone, Moheshkhali fault
zone, Tripura to Assam fault
zone are active and energy has
been generating there for a
long time.

Plane with
47 onboard
crashes in
Venezuela

AFP, Caracas

A passenger plane carrying 47
people crashed yesterday in
southeastern Venezuela,
Transport Minister Francisco
Garces said, adding there was
no word yet about possible
survivors.

The Conviasa Airline plane
was en route to the resort city
of Isla Margarita when it went
down "about six miles (10
kilometers) from Puerto
Ordaz," Garces told state
television.

"We don't have any infor-
mation” about the number of
possible dead and injured in
the crash, he said, adding
rescue teams were heading to
the site.

(Garces said the aircraft was
carrying 43 passengers and
fourcrew.

Eid-ul-Fitr
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military officials as well as
cross-section of the people
attended the receptions.

The president and the
prime minister exchanged Eid
greetings with the guests.

In capital Dhaka, the main
Eid congregation was held at
the National Eidgah at 8:30am.
President Zillur Rahman
offered his FEid prayer at the
National Eidgah.

Five Eid congregations
were also held at the Baitul
Mukarram National Mosque
at 7:30am, 8:30am, 9:30am,
10:30amand 11:15am.

The biggest Eid congrega-
tion was held at Sholakia
Eidgah in Kishoreganj district.

The authorities took fool-
proof security measures for
peaceful holding of the Eid
congregations.

The national flag was
hoisted atop government and
non-government offices on
the occasion. Main city streets
were decorated with minia-
ture flags inscribed with “Eid
Mubarak” in Bengali and
Arabic.

The holy Eid-ul-Fitr was
also celebrated at the
Bangladesh missions abroad.

Special diets were served in
hospitals, jails, government-
run orphanages, homes for
the socially handicapped and
vagabonds and shelter homes
for the destitute.

The Children Park in the
city was open for the under-
privileged children on Eid day.
Cultural functions, friendly
football matches and Eid
gatherings of children were
held across the country.

State-owned Bangladesh
Betar and Bangladesh
Television as well as private
television channels and radio
stations broadcast special
programmes on the occasion.

US Open
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by American Chris Evert in her
6-3, 6-0 demolition of
Australian Evonne Goolagong
in 1976.

Clijsters, 27, extended her
Flushing Meadows match-
winning streak to 21 in a row,
having also won the title in
2005 before missing a year due
to injury and two more to start
a family.

"It's been an incredible
year, being back in the Open
and for the first time I'm able
to defend my title," Clijsters
said at the trophy ceremony.

Last year her infant daugh-
ter Jada came on court to
cavort around the shiny silver
trophy after Clijsters struck a
blow for working mothers
everywhere with a Grand Slam
victory in just her third tour-
nament back from her hiatus.

Saturday, curly-haired Jada
looked on from the stands,
sucking a lollipop as her mom
made quick work of
Zvonareva.

Clijsters cruised through
the first set in 27 minutes after
twice breaking Zvonareva's
serve. The Russian, appearing
in her first final at Flushing
Meadows, gifited Clijsters a
break in the sixth game with a
double fault and three
unforced errors.

Then Clijsters wrapped up
the set with a service break
when Zvonareva slapped a
backhand into the net.

Another double fault by the
Russian, who was also runner-
up at Wimbledon this season,
in the sixth game of the second
set put Clijsters up by two
breaks and she quickly ended
the 59-minute match with a
forehand winner in the next
game.

It was the quickest
women's final since officials
started keeping track of match
timesin 1980.

Hasina alerts
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"The opposition was saying
that they will launch a move-
ment after the Eid. We will
have no objection if they do
that staying within the legal
bounds. But the fear is that
they might carry out destabi-
lising activities in a planned
way in the name of a move-
ment," the premier was
quoted as saying, by a cabinet
member.

The sources told The Daily
Star that the warning came
following information from
different intelligence agencies
at home and abroad that an
attempt on the prime minis-
ter's life might be carried out
between this month and
November.

The intelligence agencies
also said simultaneous multi-
ple sabotage might be carried
out as well during the period
by the anti-liberation war
forces, in collaboration with
an Indian separatist organisa-
tion and different local mili-
tant outfits.

They said the opposition
might take the chance to
mislead the people about
some of the government's
major initiatives including the
move to try the war criminals,
according to one of the
sources who had talked to the
prime minister recently.

Al insiders said before the
premier departs for the US on
September 18 to attend the
UN general assembly, she
might brief some of her close
aides about the latest situation
ofthe country and their tasks.

Mahbubul Alam Hanif, a
special assistant to the prime
minister, said Sheikh Hasina's
lifeisunder threat at all times.

The defeated forces of the
liberation war, the killers of

the father of the nation and
their collaborators, the mas-
terminds and patrons of the
August 21, 2004 grenade
attack, and the international
arms smugglers who tried to
smuggle 10 trucks of arms and
ammunition through
Bangladesh the same vyear,
might try to assassinate the
premier, he said yesterday.

"As she is the leader of the
House, the prime minister,
and the president of ruling
Awami League -- the adminis-
tration, and the law enforce-
ment and intelligence agen-
cies will take all possible mea-
surers to thwart any attempt
on herlife," he added.

About the ruling party's
preparation to thwart any
such attempt, Hanif, also the
acting general secretary of AL,
said they will organise rallies
at district headquarters, and
grand rallies at divisional
headguarters to mobilise
public support for the govern-
ment's move to try the war
criminals, and to counter the
opposition's anti-government
propaganda.

Welcoming opposition
leader Khaleda Zia's state-
ment that they want to help
the government, the AL
spokesperson urged her to
join the parliament to criticise
the government.

"But the people won't allow
any movement to save the war
criminals, and to cover up the
corruption and misdeeds of
the Zia family including
Tarique Rahman and Arafat
Rahman Koko," he said.

He hoped that the opposi-
tion leader will understand
the pulse of the people, and
refrain from engaging in nega-
tive and destructive politics.

HC pulls
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An HC bench of Justice Md
Imman Ali and Justice Md Abu
Tarig on Thursday delivered
the verdict saying the govern-
ment cannot lease out reserve
forest area for constructing
shipyards that cause environ-
mental damage.

The verdict came following
a writ petition filed as public
interest litigation by
Bangladesh Environmental
Lawyers' Association (Bela).

Bela's lawyer Syeda
Rizwana Hasan told The Daily
Star the companies cannot use
the Sonaichhari reserve forest
area, and their ship breaking
yards should go following the
HCjudgment.

Ifthe government considers
the ship breaking industry so
important, it can build a sepa-
rate zone for this so that lives
and properties of the people
and the environment are pro-
tected, the court observed.

It also said some people
may gain financial benefits by
setting up ship breaking yards,
but this industry causes serious
environmental degradation.

Igbal Kabir Lytton, a Bela
lawyer, said the ship breakers
cut down some 15,000 tress of
Sonaichhari green beltto setup
the ship breaking yards in
Februarylastyear.

Lawyers of the four ship
breaking companies, however,
said their clients have obtained
the ownership of the land “le-
gally” and that they are causing
noenvironmental damage.

Rokon Uddin Mahmud, AK
Ali and Omar Sadat stood for
the four private companies.

On the tree felling, they said

their clients had the legal right
to do so for the purpose of
building the ship breaking
yards for which they took lease
oftheland.
Deputy Attorney General
Nazrul Islam Talukder, stand-
ing for the government, said he
was yet to get any instructions
from the government to appeal
with the Appellate Division of
the Supreme Court against the
HC verdict.

He, however, said the gov-
ernment is for protecting the
environment as well as lives
and properties of the people.

Bela filed the writ petition
with the HC in February last
year stating that the govern-
ment has leased out the land
under Sitakunda upazila in
violation of the existing laws.

The HC in the same month
restricted operation of ship
breaking yards there, and
issued a rule upon the authori-
ties concerned to explain why
the government action should
not be declared illegal.

Secretaries to the ministries
of environment and forest and
industries, deputy commis-
sioner of Chittagong, president
of Bangladesh Ship Breakers'
Association, and F&F Shipping
Recycling, MS Tania
Enterprise, Mabia Enterprise
and Unique Traders, among
others, were the respondents
tothe HCruling.

Blacklisted firm
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the Tk 4,000 crore bridge in
June 1998 with an expected
lifespan of 100 years.

Documents show that the
Chinese firm obtained the
repair task in its third attempt.
They failed to qualify in 2008
and 2009.

Meanwhile, officials con-
cerned gave contradictory
views on whether a blacklisted
firm could be given the work.
Most of them, however, said a
banned firm should not be
considered on moral ground.
There is also the risk of poor
performance, they added.

The evaluation body on
August 12 recommended
China Road and Bridge
Corporation as it fulfilled the
technical requirement and
quoted Tk 165 crore, the lowest.
Two Japanese firms World
Kaihatsu Kogya and Nippon
Road also qualified for the task
and quoted the closest Tk 285
crore and Tk 299 crore respec-
tively.

"The Chinese firm can
obtain work from the bridge
division as it is the Roads and
Highways Department that
banned it. However, the quality
of the work might be compro-
mised,” said a CPTU official
requesting anonymity.

TEC members Prof Md
Anwarul Mostafa of
Ahsanullah University of
Science and Technology and
Prof Khan Mahmud Amanat of
Bangladesh University of
Engineering and Technology
(BUET) said they knew nothing
about the Roads and Highways
Department's actions against
the firm.

"l am concerned whether
the firm would ensure quality
works,” Prof Md Mostafa told
The Daily Star.

TEC convener Md Abdul
Wadud, also the chief engineer
of Bangladesh Bridge
Authority, said their task was to
see whether the bidding firms
were technically sound.

Prof Alamgir Mojibul
Hoque of Buet Civil
Engineering Department, who
along with two other teachers
had investigated the construc-
tion works of 25 kilometres
road in Chalan Beel, said anom-
alies were evident in some
portion of the road.

"The bitumen content was 1
percent less than the approved
requirement while filter con-
tent in the asphalt mix was not
adequate. This caused dam-
aged to about 10 kilometres of
the road within several
months," he said, adding that
there was also a deviation from
the specification.

He, however, said that
increasing vehicular move-
ment and overloading on the
road were also responsible for
the damage.

Meanwhile, Prof Jamilur
Reza Chowdhury and two
other experts of BUET at a
meeting on Thursday decided
to write the communications
ministry about the selected
firm's fraudulence and ban.

The government earlier
requested the experts to verify
whether the Chinese firm is
capable of doing the repair
work of the bridge that con-
nects the capital with the coun-
try's northern districts.

Edn policy
FROM PAGE 16

priority to the education
sector. The government is
considering providing tiffin to
school students to check
dropout.

Hasina said the govern-
ment is also working to reach
healthcare facilities to com-
mon people through commu-
nity clinics as well as to reduce
women and child mortality
rate, secure food security and
establish women rights.

The PM sought British
cooperation for power genera-
tion and exploration of gas
and oil in Bangladesh.

Recalling British support to
the return of democracy in
Bangladesh, Hasina thanked
the UK government for its
development assistance
programme to attain the
Millennium Development
Goals and tackle the adverse
impacts of the global climate
change.

Appreciating the UK's role
for duty free and quota free
access of Bangladeshi goods
to the EU market, Hasina
expressed her happiness over
the growing trade, investment
and economic relation
between the two countries.

She hoped that the bilateral
trade would increase several
folds given the existing poten-
tials that would help over-
Ccome economic recession.

PM's Adviser Prof Gowher
Rizvi, Ambassador at Large M
Ziauddin, Principal Secretary
M A Karim and Secretary tothe
PM Office Molla
Waheeduzzaman were pres-
ent in the meeting.

4 of a tamily
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Khokon, 35, and Rajan, 25.
"They came to the village
from the capital to celebrate
Eid-ul-Fitr with their rela-
tives," Officer-in-Charge (0OC)
of Srinagar police station
Shakhwat Hossain told BSS.
They met the tragic end of
their life at about 1:00am
when they were going to a
neighbour's house by the boat
to sleep, he said, adding they
did not know how to swim.
The villagers rescued the
victims from the beel and sent
them to Srinagar Upazila
Health Complex where doc-
tors declared them dead.
The victims are the resi-

dents of Gandaria area in the
capital, the OC said.

Govt should
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also been the worst.

Khaleda alleged that the
government has been detain-
ing BNP leaders and activists
by implicating them in false
cases.

Replying to another ques-
tion she said she talked with
her sons Tarique Rahman and
Arafat Rahman Koko over the
phone on Friday. Tarique is
now in London and Koko in

Bangkok for medical treat-
ment.

Meanwhile, BNP also
observed the second anniver-
sary of Khaleda's "jail release
day" on Saturday. She was
arrested on September 3, 2007
and released on September11,
2008.

"I was released on this day
two years ago. It appears that
the incumbent government is
repeating the things that the
then caretaker government

did," said Khaleda.

Senior BNP leaders including
Secretary General Khandaker
Delwar Hossain were present at
the Eid reception.

4 murdered
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The identities of a teenage girl
and a youth could not be
known immediately.

Sources said unidentified
criminals killed Rafique and
left his body in front of Kaliganj
Govt Primary School.

Mofizul Hugq, father of
Rafique, said he went missing
after he had left the "Surovi
Tailors” at Kaliganj for his
Khejurerbagh residence to
have Sehri (midnight meal for
fasting) at around 3:30am on
Thursday.

Mofizul Huq added they
found Rafique's slaughtered
body in the morning.
Ferdausi's husband Abul
Hossain Hira hacked her to
death at their residence at
around 9:00am on Thursday
over dowry.

Officer-in-Charge (OC) of
Dakkhin Keraniganj police
station Abul Basher said Hira
was having a quarrel with
Ferdausi after she refused to
bring the money that Hira
demanded to lunch a business.

Hira, at one stage, stabbed
her indiscriminately and left
herdead, police said.

Locals caught Hira and
handed him over to police.

The body of a teenage girl
was found in a luggage near the
Kilgaon flyover at Basabo at
around 1:00am on Friday.

On information police
recovered the body and sent it
to Dhaka Medical College
Morgue for autopsy.

Morgue sources said the girl
was strangled to death.

Meanwhile, police recov-
ered the body of a youth from
Manda Khalpar onThursday.

Police said the youth was
stabbed to death.

Road crashes
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accidents during the three-
day Eid vacation.

Two of the incidents were
head-on collisions involving
motorcycles. The other acci-
dent occurred when a passen-
ger on a bus roof got tangled

with an electric wire at
Moksudpur on Dhaka-Khulna
highway.

In another accident, three
people were killed and 50
others injured near the dis-
trict's police lines intersection
on Dhaka-Khulna highway
around 6:00pm yesterday.
Police said the number of
casualties mayrise.

Qur Faridpur correspon-
dent reports a police sub-
inspector was killed when a
passenger bus hit his motorcy-
cle on Dhaka-Khulna highway
on September 10.

Another sub-inspector was
killed when a bus hit his bike
from behind near Rupsha
Bridge in Batiaghata upazila on
Dhaka-Khulna highway yester-
day.

At least eight people -- three
in Dinajpur and five in Bogra --
got killed in separate accidents
in the two northern districts
since September 8. Two friends
were killed on Lalmoni-
Burimari highway in
Lalmonirhat when a goods-

Son kills father
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Family sources said Asadul
became mentally unsound
after he returned from abroad
four months back. He was on
job in Saudi Arabia for eight
years.

In the last two weeks,
Asadul grew violent over his
demand for money. And fam-
ily members decided to get
him admitted to mental hos-
pital.

Police however said they
are yet to ascertain whether
Asadul is mentally deranged
or a drug addict.

Meanwhile, Asadul's wife
Tanjila Begum divorced him
around a year back as his
family did not accept her,
police said.

But family members said
they could not ascertain if he
was divorced or not.

Fast-track
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within 30 months. The revised
design will produce 50 percent
more power with the same
amount of gas.

A WB press release said the
bank would increase support
to cover additional financing.
It originally committed a
credit of $350 million for this
project and now it is consider-
ing an additional amount of
$220 million.

The government would
initiate an open and competi-
tive fresh bidding for the plant,
added the release.

“The World Bank and the
government have entered into
a stronger partnership in
order to accelerate the tender-
ing process and are working
together closely to complete
the tendering within record
time of five months, much
shorter than the usual. The
government has chalked out a
time bound action plan and is
working on a procurement
evaluation team to ensure
timely completion of the
tendering in a competitive
manner,” said theWB release.

laden truck hit their bike on
September 10.

Our Patuakhali and Barisal
correspondents reported eight
deaths in seven road mishaps
since September9.

News Agency UNB reports:
A minor boy was crushed
under the wheels of a speedy
bus yesterday near Abdullapur
bus stand on Dhaka-Mawa
highway.

Meanwhile, three people
were killed and 40 others
injured in a head-on collision
between two buses at
Kadampur under Dakkhin
Keraniganj thana on
September 9 while nine pas-
sengers were killed and 15
others injured when a bus and
a Leguna pickup van had col-
lided head-on on Dhaka-Sylhet
highway on the same day.

An assistant engineer of
B a0 g Lades h
Telecommunication Company
Ltd (BTCL) was also killed in an
accident on Chittagong-
Bandarban road on the same
day.

Drivers of two buses were
killed as their buses collided at
Abdullahpur on Dhaka-Mawa
highway on September9.

Royal Bengal
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was formed to probe the inci-

dent, said Divisional Forest
Officer Md Ziauddin, adding
that the committee is
expected to submit its report
by Thursday.

According to experts,
human-tiger encounters have
increased in recent years as
tiger habitat has diminished
due to natural disasters like
Sidr and Aila, large-scale
deforestation, human

infringement of tiger territory
and poaching.

Ombudsman
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same day announced that the
government would abolish
the post of tax ombudsman.
Abul Kalam Azad, prime min-
ister's press secretary, told
newsmen after the meeting
that the government took the
decision since the 2005 act
was found to be conflicting
with the rules and laws of the
taxes and import duties.

The BNP-led government
set up the tax ombudsman's
office in July 2005 under the
Tax Ombudsman Act and
Khairuzzaman Chowdhury
was appointed by the then
president as the tax ombuds-
man on July 9, 2006 for a four-
year term. It took around Tk 10
crore to run the office during
the period.

Khairuzzaman served as an
alternative to resolve tax
disputes between citizens and
the government.

Fewer complaints from
taxpayers, slow implementa-
tion of the ombudsman's
recommendations and tax
officials’ apathy were blamed

for the elimination of the post.

Azad said the cabinet also
approved a proposal to reduce
the advance income tax of
woven and knitwear exporters
to 0.04 percent from its previ-
ous rate of 0.05 percent on
export value.

Earlier, Bangladesh
Garment Manufacturers and
Exporters Association urged
the government to reduce the
taxrate.

Big earthquake
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About 90 schools will be
destroyed while 30 police
stations and four fire stations
will be moderately damaged,
he said.

Prof Mehdi Ahmed Ansary
of Bangladesh University of
Engineering and Technology
said fire fighters, the first to
respond to such disasters, are
also at risk as their stations,
officers’' quarters and barracks
are susceptible to earthquakes
over seven on the Richter
scale.

There are 194 fire stations
in Bangladesh and 119 of
them, constructed in the
Pakistan era, are considered
more vulnerable, said Ansary.

The capital has 13 fire
stations and 10 of them were
constructed in the 60's, he
said. The stations are the
headquarters at Phulbaria,
Tejgaon, Mohammadpur,
Palashi, Postagola, Khilgaon,
Tongi, Kurmitola, Sadarghat
and Mirpur.

Former vice-chancellor of
Brac University Prof Jamilur
Reza Choudhury said
Bangladesh National Building
Code (BNBC-1993) recognises
that buildings that are likely to
have important roles after a
disaster (termed essential
facilities, which include hos-
pitals, fire and police stations
emergency preparedness
centres, communication
centres) have to be designed
to survive bigger disasters

than other structures.

In many areas under zone-
2 and zone-3 of seismic zoning
map of 1993, old buildings of
that category may be severely
damaged even in moderate
earthquakes, he said. This
would hamper post-disaster
operations, he said.

Systematic study to iden-
tify these buildings is needed
for carrying out a vulnerability
analysis and retrofitting these
buildings if necessary, Reza
added.

Retrofitting brick struc-
tures would cost 10 percent
the total construction cost and
30 to 35 percent in the case of
reinforced concrete cement
(RCC) structures, he added.

With polypropylene bands
(PP bands), the cost of retrofit-
ting RCC structures could be
reduced, Reza said.

The people constructing
buildings should use earth-
quake-resistant techniques,
which will increase only 2
percent construction cost, he
said.

He also spoke for evacua-
tion drills thrice a year in key
buildings.

There is an initiative to
retrofit two buildings of
Bangladesh Secretariat (build-
ing-1 and -4) and Dhaka
Medical College Hospital
under CDMPE An agreement is
expected to be signed between
CDMP and the Public Works
Department soon, he said.



