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Selina Hossain’s fond
memories of Eid

Selina Hossain

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
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Selina Hossain, one of the
leading litterateurs of Bangla-
desh, has been writing for over
four decades. Hossain was
born on June 14, 1947 in
Rajshahi. Her first book, a
collection of short stories,
came out in 1969 and she has
written over 60 books to date.
Hossain grew up in Bogra

and remembers Eid being
ushered in a festive spirit. “Our
village is beside the river of
Korotoa. My father worked ata
silk industry. Eid and Puja, we
enjoyed both festivals. During
that time, villagers were secu-
lar and enjoyed all religious
festivals in full swing. The time
was the late '50s. On Eid day
my father used to go for hunt-
ing, particularly the Baiguri (a
local bird). My mother roasted
it and that was one of the
mouth-watering items in my
household. We went to a mela
(fair), crossing the Korotoa
River on the day and bought
dolls, flutes and more.

“As children, Eid was more
significant than any other day.
Coming from a middle class
family, it was always exciting
for me to get new clothes on
the occasion. I kept my new
clothes under my pillow. On
the day of Eid, [ would wake up
very early, then take abath and
go to the Fidgah Maidan with
my friends. We waited there

for our parents.

“On the day we would visit
friends, neighbours and rela-
tives and collect eidi from
elders. The money was spent

on buying chocolate and
sweets.

“By midday, we would be
busy eating; a waft of aroma
would fill the air. Khichuri,
pulao, beef bhuna, were the
special items. Shemai and
halwa have always been my
favourite foods on Eid. My
mother used to cook the
shemaiwith thickened milk.”

Hossain feels that people of
all ages are now going through
a critical time. “I think people
are not really getting into the
spirit of Eid nowadays. Over
population and inequity in
wealth distribution have
made the society unstable.
People should be more aware
about their duties as human
beings. We should give up all
kinds of evil deeds, supersti-
tions and undemocratic atti-
tudes.”

“We went to a mela (fair), crossing the Korotoa River on the day and bought dolls,
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This will be model slash actor
Apurba's first Eid as a married
man, making for even more festiv-
ity. He will share the joys of Eid
with his family in Dhaka this year.
Apurba admits that his wife will
brighten up the colours of Eid. His
plans include going on a long
drive with his wife, with music
playing on the car stereo as winds
swish past them. He has not yet
decided where to go, which will
only be fixed on the night of Eid.
Apurba confesses Eid is one his
favorite times of the year.

As he is immersed in Kolkata
films, actor Ferdous always has a
hard time deciding on where to
spend Eid each year. This year
however is different, as the popu-
lar actor has wrapped up his
Kolkata commitments to enjoy Eid
festivities at Dhaka with his wife,
child, mother and brother. Admit-
ting that the arrival of his child has
added spice to his Eid delight,
Ferdous says its always hard to be
away from his family on Eid
because of his busy schedules.

Ferdous plans to go out with his
wife and child this Eid; with the
destination remaining unknown.
Sometimes longtime friends come
to visit the actor, and Ferdous plans
to chat with them and enjoy Eid
delicacies.

Spending time with the family
during Eid is far better than beingon
one's own, abroad. That's why
famous actress Tarin will spend this
Eid at home in Dhaka with her loved
ones.

Childhood Eids were however
more special and joyous, she says
with small things like new dresses
and endless messing around
adding brighter colours to the
festival.

Tarin looks foward to new
dresses and makeup to blend in
with the colourful occasion. Spe-

which the actress will share with
her family.

The brightest aspect of Eid to
Tarin is getting together with every-
one, as the chance for casual 'addas’
don'tcome so often,

Roaming around during Eid will
not be on her routine of the day, but
Tarin will visit her friends’ house to
spend time doing some leisurely
chatting and feasting.

Popular actor Mosharraf
Karim is all set to celebrate Eid, in
England this year. “Though I
prefer to observe such occasions
with near and dear ones in the
country, I have a packed schedule

play ‘Colour of Cambridge’ in
England,” he says.

“As the Eid celebrations will coin-
cide with my schedule, it will be a
different experience observing the
day with friends and also going for
sightseeing. Celebrating Eid with
the expats would be a welcome
change as well,” he said.

The 26 -episode play is written by
Masum Reza and directed by Yousuf
Hasan Arko.

“The director of the play, my co-
actress Golam Farida Chhonda
and actor Jhuna Chowdhury will
also accompany me,” added
Mosharraf.

Clockwise (from top-left)
Apurba, Ferdous, Mosharraf
Karim, Mir Sabbir and Tarin.

native home in Barguna this Eid,
actor Mir Sabbir will be forced to
remain in the capital because of a
busy shooting schedule. The actor
however wishes to spend Qurbani
Eid with his relatives in Barguna.
Mir Sabbir has therefore settled to
staying at his Dhanmondi resi-
dence and enjoy the festivities with
family members. Sabbir plans to
visit his in-laws at Ashulia the eve-
ning after Eid, and spend some
family time there as well. As the
actor grew up in a riverine region,
Mir Sabbir's plans this Eid include
boating on the waterways in
Ashulia, just as in his childhood
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