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Photo Exhibition

To mark Int'l Day of
Tourism

Title: Tourist Sights of
Moscow and Moscow
Region

Venue: Modem
Language Institute, DU
Date: September 2-28

WHAT'S
ON THIS
WEEK

Title: Woman and Flower
Venue: Alliance
Francaise de Dhaka, 26,
Mirpur Road, Dhanmondi
Date: August
20-September 2

Time: 3pm-9pm

Filmmaker: Robert
Guédiguian
Venue: Auditorium,

Dhanmondi
Date: September 3
Time: 4pm

Film Screening
Film: The Army of Crime

Alliance Francaise de
Dhaka, 26, Mirpur Rd,

Cultural Programme

Organiser: Russian Centre
of Science and Culture and
Bangladesh-Russia
Friendship Society

Venue: Auditorium, RCSC,
H 510, Rd 7, Dhanmondi
Date: September 16

Time: 6pm

Mother Teresa as seen
nrougn Raghu Rai’s lens

KAVITA, New Delhi

Mother Teresa: At prayer, tenderly cradling a
baby, with leprosy sufferers, the destitute, the
aged and dying. These unforgettable images
were captured by India's iconic photographer
Raghu Rai from the 1970s till the Mother's death
in 1997. To commemorate the 100th birth anni-
versary of Mother Teresa, 40 of Rai's black and
white photos were on display in New Delhi
recently.

Says Rai nostalgically, “I was like the Mother's
spoilt son.” Understandable from a photogra-
pher who was allowed to click the many facets
of the otherwise reclusive Mother and her com-
mune. And once he had begun to shoot, he
couldn't put his camera down. As he points out,
“Each time I went to her, it was like I almost had
to establish to myself why I was back to her.”

The Mother's magnetic personality drew him
on. “She was a definite inspiration for me. She
radiated a certain power and energy that you
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She radiated a certain
power and energy
that you could almost
touch. She never
fluctuated as a
human being;
whether she was
meeting a prime
minister or beggar.
She was
compassionate, yet
very strong. She had

a spiritual energy
which never
dimmed.”

could almost touch. She never fluctuated as a
human being; whether she was meeting a
prime minister or beggar. She was compassion-
ate, yet very strong. She had a spiritual energy
which never dimmed.”

Apparently, one of Rai's editors discovered the
then unknown Mother Teresa in the 1970s. Rai
landed in her office and ever since began to take
photographs of “The Living Saint”.

The Mother clearly proved more than a mere
subject for the avid photographer.

Venice film festival kicks

off with “Black Swan”

AFP, Venice
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US director Darren Aronofsky raised the
curtain at the Venice Film Festival Wednesday
with his psychological thriller “Black Swan’,

Aronofsky, who won top honours here in
2008 with "The Wrestler” starring Mickey
Rourke, turns his sights on the cutthroat New
York ballet world in the new contender for
the prestigious Golden Lion.

A total of 24 films are in competition this
year, with the late addition of “Essential
Killing” by Polish director Jerzy Skolimowski,
about a member of the Taliban captured by
Americans and transferred to Europe for
interrogation.

Conspicuous by his absence Wednesday
was prominent Iranian filmmaker Jafar
Panahi, who has been unable to travel to
Venice for the screening of his short film “The
Accordion”.

Authorities have refused to return Panahi's
passport, revoked nine months ago. He was
jailed for three months after being arrested in
March while shooting a film about the after-
math of Iran’'s disputed June 2009 polls.

Panahi's “"The Circle” criticising the treat-
ment of women in Iran won the Golden Lion
here in 2000.

This year Venice will screen 79 full-length
world premieres from 34 countries including
a work from the Dominican Republic for the
first time, about its neighbour Haiti.

Quentin Tarantino heads the jury, which
will also include fellow directors Arnaud

Desplechin of France, Guillermo Arriaga of
Mexico and Italian Gabriele Salvatores.

They will choose winners for the Golden
Lion for best film, Volpi Cups for best actor
and actress, and a special jury prize, among
other awards.

It is the 67th edition of the Mostra, which
began in 1932 in the lagoon city and now has
a budget of 12 million euros (15.7 million
dollars), including seven million from the
Italian government.

——— —

Natalie Portman in “Black Swan”.

Amitabh harassed by fan on
his blog; files complaint

fine ..

Amitabh Bachchan was probably the first
most sincere celebrity blogger in Bollywood
who used the platform to connect with his
fans and update them on his activities,
thoughts and interact with them regularly. No
wonder then that he had innumerable fol-
lowers who would start their day with read-
ing what the revered Bachchan had to say.
But apparently there was one errant fol-
lower who used the ability to comment on
the blog to vent out his negativity. He would
leave derogatory remarks that would cross
the line of decency and were abusive.
Bachchan mentions in his blog, “There is a
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HName Amitabh Bachchan
Location Mumbai, India
Web hitp:ibigh bigad...

Bio Actor ... well 3t least some
are STILL saying so !l

5 99,857 1,978
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serious effort by a member that writes and
comments on this blog to use language and
expression that is abusive, filthy and utterly
disgusting.” The unrelenting person would
even send messages that were downright
vulgar on Bachchan's phone and provoked
the star to take corrective measures.

Amitabh Bachchan reported the matter to
the authorities and now any attempt from
this miscreant would come under legal cyber
space action.
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