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Two hill women's

leaders, two
UPDF men held

with firearms

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Rangamati

Army personnel arrested two
leaders of Hill Women's
Federation (HWF) and two
activists of United People's
Democratic Front (UPDF)
with firearms at Naniachar
upazila UPDF office on
Sunday night.

The arrestees are Juthika
Chakma, 24, HWF Rangamati
district unit convenor, and
Joytsna Chakma, 23, a leader
of the HWF district unit, and
UPDF activists Titan Chakma,
22, and Binayan Chakma, 21.

Army men later handed
over the four to Naniachar
police. An arms case was filed
against them with Naniachar
Police Station.

An army team and mem-
bers of Village Defence Party
(VDP) led by Naniachar army
zone commander Lt Col
Minhaz raided the UPDF office
at around 8:00pm and arrested
the four with two pipe guns.

Police yesterday produced
the arrestees in the Chief
Judicial Magistrate's Court
that sent them tojail.

Shantidev Chakma, district
unit coordinator of UPDE

Aungya Marma, president of
Pahari Chhatra Parishad

(PCP), and Sonali Chakma,
president and Hill Women's

Federation (HWF) in a joint
statement yesterday con-
demned the arrest of HWF
leaders and UPDF activist.
They demanded immediate
release ofthe four.

They alleged that the army
men detained their leaders
and activists without any
reason and implicated them in
a 'false’' arm case. They
demanded withdrawal of the
case.

Meanwhile, the UPDF has
launched a poster campaign
in three hill districts on
Saturday demanding auton-
omy for CHT and constitu-
tional recognition of the indig-
enous people.

The anti-peace treaty
organisation along with it
front organisations---
Gonotantrik Jubo Forum,
Pahari Chhatra Parishad and
Hill Women's Federation--is
being carried out the
programme.

They put up posters on
walls in different areas of
Matiranga, Dighinala,
Ramghar, Manikchhari,
Laxmichhari and
Mohalchhari under
Khagrachhari district,
Balaghata, Kalaghata, Reicha,
Rowangchhari, Bagmara
under Bandarban, and
Kutukchhari, Naniachar in
Ranmgamati district.

Two youths get
15 years' RI
in arms case

STAR NATIONAL DESK

A court in Sylhet on Sunday
convicted two young men
and sentenced each to 15
years rigorous imprisonment
inabsentiain an arms case.

The convicts are Shahnoor
Ahmad, son of late Abdur
Razzaque of Paglapirgaon in
Sunamganj Sadar upazila and
Shahidur Rahman, son of
Hasim Mia of Sonatola village
in Sylhet Sadar upazila,
reports UNB.

According to the prosecu-
tion, Rab personnel arrested
Shahnoor and Shahidur
along with a foreign made
revolver from 'Al-Rahat'
restaurant at Madina market
in Sylhet city at about 9:30pm
on November 15in 2007.

Later, an arms case was
filed against them with the
Kotwali police station.

After examining the
records and witnesses,
Additional District and
Sessions Judge M Manjurul
Haque Khan pronounced the
verdict.

In Chuadanga, Rapid
Action Battalion (Rab) on

Sunday arrested an arms
peddlar and recovered a
brand new revolver from him,
reports our Kushtia corre-
spondent.

Rab had information that
Abdul Jabbar, 33, son of Abdul
Halim of Bahilapota in
Jibonnagar upazila in
Chuadanga district used to
sell firearmsillegally.

A team of Rab-6 led by
Flight Lieutenant Habibur
Rahman contacted Jabbar in
the guise ofarmsbuyer.

As per deals with Jabbar,
the Rab team went to a
banana orchard at Sahapur
village at about 3.30pm on
Sunday. The Rab arrested
Jabbar when he came to the
spot to sell the firearms.

Flight Lieutenant Habibur
Rahman told this correspon-
dent that Jabbar confessed to
doingillegal arms trade.

After interrogation at their
office, Rab handed Jabbar
over to Jibonnagar police on
Sunday night.

A Chuadanga court yester-
daysenthim to jail.
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Erosion by the Teesta has damaged the dyke at Chondimari village in Aditmari upazila of Lalmonirhat district, right, the river continues devouring areas at Holdibari village in Hatibandha upazila of the district.

Extortionists
throw bomb
at house of
businessman

OuR CORRESPONDENT,
Kushtia

Extortionists on Sunday night
threw bombs at the house of a
businessman at Kuatala in
Alamdanga upazila in
Chuadanga allegedly as he
refused to pay the illegal toll
demanded by them.

According to police, a gang
demanded Tk 2 lakh from local
businessman Sabdal Haq a
fewdays ago.

The gang threatened
Sabdal with dire conse-
quences in case of failure to
pay the amount.

They also told him not to
informit to police.

On Sunday night, the
gang threw a bomb on
Sabdal's house at about
12:00pm which blasted with
a big bang.

The bombs damaged a
portion of the yard of Sabdal.

Police from nearby
Osmanpur camp rushed to the
spot and recovered splinters.

Fresh areas tlooded
in Gaibandha,
Sirajganj districts

STAR NATIONAL DESK

Flood situation in Sirajganj
and Gaibandha deteriorated
further yesterday.

In Sirajganj, flood situation
worsened yesterday flooding a
number of new villages under
Sadar upazila, reports our
correspondent.

Floodwater entered
Gunergati, Shailabari,
Ranigram, Khokshabari and
Khalishakura villages as
Jamuna river swelled further,
flowing 12cm above the dan-
ger mark.

Executive Engineer Sujoy
Chakma of Water
Development Board said
several points of the flood
control embankment have
become vulnerable to erosion
by the river.

However, the workers are
engaged in emergency work to

prevent the possible erosion,
he said.

In Gaibandha, fresh areas
in five upazilas went under
water as Jamuna swelled

further flowing above the
danger mark yesterday,
reports our correspondent.

At least 30,000 people in
shoal areas along Jamuna and
Teesta basins under
Sunderganj, Gaibandha sadar,
Fulchari and Shaghata
upazilas were marooned.

Road links in four upazilas
snapped as all the roads in the
villages went under knee to
waist deep water. Country
boats and rafts have become
the sole mode of communica-
tion in those areas.

Scarcity of pure dinking
water has become acute in
flood-affected areas as the tube-
wellshave been submerged.

Educational institutes in
the shoal areas along Jamuna
basin have been closed. Many
of the school buildings on high
land are now being used as
flood shelters.

Recently transplanted
aman seedlings, seedbeds and
vegetables on thousands of
hectares are feared to be dam-
aged by flood water.

PHOTO: STAR
People under the banner of Sachetan Nagarik Samaj form a human chain at Shaheb Bazar in Rajshahi
city yesterday demanding steps to preserve local traditional items including Rani Hemanta Kumari
dhopkals (water points).
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Jamaat leader sued
on charge ot
felling govt tree

OuUR CORRESPONDENT,
Satkhira

Satkhira district Jamaat-e-
Islami Ameer Maulana Abdul
Khaleque and two others
were sued Sunday night on
charge of felling a govern-
ment tree and misappropri-
ating the money.

Surveyor SM Rafiqul Islam
of Satkhira Zilla Parishad
filed the case with Sadar
police station.

The other accused are
Yakub Ali, son of Azihar
Rahman of village
Agardari and Maulana Md.
Mahfuz, a teacher of
Agardari Kamil Madrasha
in Sadar upazila.

Quoting locals police said,
the accused felled a big tree
worth Tk 40,000 on the side of
Satkhira-Baikari road recently.

Contacted, Abdul
Khaleque, also a teacher of
Agardari Kamil Madrasa,
denied the allegations and
said they felled a roadside
tree planted by them in
front of Agardari Kamil
Madrasa.

War crime case

In Narail, a case was filed
against three people with a
court at Lohagara on 29
August 2010 accusing them
of war crimes in 1971, reports
our correspondent.

The accused are Golam
Rasul Mollah, 70, son of late
Erfan Uddin Mollah, Lutfar
Mollah, 60, son of late
Chaidyem Mollah, both from
village Char Mallickpur and
Habibur Rahman Mallick, 62,
son of late Khaleque Mallick
of Doa Mallickpur under
Lohagara upazila.

According to the case, on
August 15, 1971 at 10am the
aforesaid people picked up
complainant Mollah
Mohammad Hossain's father
from the house and took him
to an unknown place and
killed him. Besides, theylooted
and destroyed his shop.

On filing of the case,
Magistrate Keramat Ali
ordered the officer-in-charge
of Lohagara police station to
take appropriate steps in this
regard after filing FIR.

Lalmonirhat erosion

renders thousands
more homeless

OuRr CORRESPONDENT,
Lalmonirhat

Erosion by River Teesta ren-
dered about four thousand
people of around a thousand
families in seven villages
under three upazilas home-
less during the last three days.
Chondimari dyke at

Chondimari village of
Mohishkhocha union at
Aditmari upazila is facing
threat as about 200 metres of
its protection dam has
already been damaged by
Teestain the last three days.

Lalmonirhat Water
Development Board (WDB)
officials and locals said, in
case the Chondimari spar
washed away the erosion will
hit several thousand more
families and damage vast crop
lands, orchards and important
establishments of
Mohishkhocha union.

Sub-Divisional Engineer of
Lalmonirhat WDB Mizanur
Rahman however said they are
taking necessary steps to
protect the Chondimari spar
from the Teesta erosion.

“We have been dumping
sand in synthetic bags into the

water to protect the spar since
Saturday night,” Mizanur
Rahman said.

The erosion affected
villages are Sindurna,
Holdibari, Paruliya of
Hatibandha upazila,
Votmari village of Kaliganj
upazila and Chondimari
and Gonordhon villages of
Aditmariupazila.

The affected people at
Holdibari village of
Hatibandha upazila told
this correspondent that
erosion by the Teesta took a
devastating turn during the
last two days devouring a
large number of home-
steads.

Mansur Ali, 55, of
Sindurna village said, the
erosion turned serious at
Sindurna village of
Hatibandha upazila render-
ing 320 families homeless in
48 hours.

Soharab Hossain, 62,
another victim at Gobordhon
village of Aditmari upazila,
said at least 55 families of
village lost everything in the
last four days. Many people
are leaving homesteads in
fear of erosion, he said.

Union Parishad chairman
of Sindurna union in
Hatibandha wupazila Khotib
Uddin said, erosion hit the
people of his union hard as it
took a serious turn immedi-
ately after the flood.

"Villagers are now frus-
trated due to frequent flood
and erosion,” Khotib said.

Visiting the erosion hit
areas yesterday morning, this
correspondent saw that alarge
number of affected people
have taken shelter on the dam,
school and college fields and
flood centers. Most of them
are leading a subhuman life
there for want of food, drink-
ing water.

Local UP chairmen and
members have already
sought aid from the con-
cerned government authori-
ties and NGOs.

Contacted, Lalmonirhat
Deputy Commissioner (DC)
Mokhlesar Rahman Sarker
said fund is not yet available
for taking immediate steps
for theriver erosion victims.

"My office has already
wrote to the ministry con-
cerned for allocating fund in
this regard,” he said.

Bangladesh Space Rescarch and Remote Sensing Organization (SPARRSO)
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Mohakash Bizgyan Bhaban

Aparpacn. Sher-E-Bangla Nagar. Dhaka-1207
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