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Smiling passengers board a waterbus, first of its kind in Bangladesh, at Swarighat in the city yesterday.
This service was launched along the Gabtali-Sadarghat route on Saturday to ease the city's nagging
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Urea
production
at Ashuganj
suspended

OuRr CORRESPONDENT, B'baria

Urea production at
Ashuganj Fertiliser and
Chemical Company Limited
(AFCCL) in Brahmanbaria
has remained suspended
since Saturday due to tech-
nical glitch in the factory.

Managing Director of
AFCCL Md Osman Gani said
the factory units got over-
heated due to technical faults
in the cooling tower, decreas-
ing the urea production.

The factory's production
dropped to 1110 metric
tonnes (MT) from 1350 MT,
and the authorities had to
stop the production to repair
the faults that would take four
to five days, he said.

Earlier on August 7, the
AFCCL authorities halted
productions due to similar
reasons.

The MD said the boiler
tubes and heater cells of the
factory are being blocked
frequently with silica and
mud of Meghna River, caus-
ing the tubes to get over
heated.

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Narayanganj

Speakers at therallysaid even though the
Titas Gas authorities were informed of the

Crisis.

demand.

Several hundred agitating localslaid siege to
the regional office of Titas Gas Distribution
and Transmission Company Ltd at
Chashara Balur Math in Narayanganj yes-
terday demanding solution to persisting gas

Later, they held a rally in front of
Narayanganj Press Club in support of their

actions. They also threatened to launch a
tougher movement if their demand is not
metimmediately.

People from Paikpara, Deobhogh,
Beparipara, Tanbazar, Bangla Bazar,
Baurail, Bhuiyan Para, Nama Para, Naya
Para, Bou Bazar and Jallarpar area partici-
pated in the agitation in front of Titas Gas

crisis several times they did not take any

Narayanganj people cry for gas

office.

Among others, local leaders Abdul Kadir
and Selim Bhuiyan spoke at the rally.

They said if no action are taken immedi-
ately the crisis for gas will worsen in the
comingwinter seasorn.

General Manager of Titas Gas
Distribution and Transmission Company
Ltd Narayanganj office Mujibul Haque
could not be contacted over phone despite
several attempts.
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Bangabandhu's ideals
always inspire to
build country

President tells memorial lecture

UNB, Dhaka

President Zillur Rahman
yesterday said Bangladesh
would have become a devel-
oped country like Singapore
and Malaysia many years ago
if there was continuity of the
implementation of
Bangabandhu's dream and
programmes.

The president made the
remark while addressing a
function titled 'The
Bangabandhu Memorial
Lecture' at Osmani Memorial
Auditorium organised by
Bangladesh Foundation for
Development Research.

Siddhartha Shankar Ray, a
veteran Indian Congress
leader and also former chief
minister of West Bengal, was
scheduled to deliver the
memorial lecture but could
not attend the function due to
illness. However, his address
recorded in DVD was pre-
sented at the function.

Zillur said the nation got
rid of the stigma somewhat
with the execution of the
death sentence of the killers
of Bangabandhu and his
family members.

He said “Bangabandhu is
no more among us but his
ideals will always inspire the
posterity in building the
country.”

The president said there
are only a few political leaders
in the world with the stature
of Bangabandhu considering
the height of their patriotism

and human values.

“His lifelong dream, devo-
tion and politics were for the
welfare of the distressed,
deprived, oppressed,
neglected, illiterate, and rural
poor people.”

He recalled that
Bangabandhu was always
active against all sorts of
injustice and said,
“Bangabandhu was expelled
from Dhaka University for
joining the rights movement
of the fourth class employees,
but chose not to compromise
with injustice.”

He also recalled that while
returning to Bangladesh on
January 10 in 1972,
Bangabandhu had categori-
cally asked Indira Gandhi, the
then Indian prime minister,
when the Indian forces would
be completely withdrawn
from Bangladesh.

The president said
although Indira Gandhi, who
offered all possible Indian
assistance during the War of
Liberation, became some-
what embarrassed over the
question, but Bangabandhu
got thereply he wanted.

“Bangabandhu's role was
that of a statesman, as peo-
ple's interest was embedded
init,” he said.

National Professor Kabir
Chowdhury presided over the
function while MA Monayem
Sarker, director general of
Bangladesh Foundation for
Development Research, gave
the address of welcome.

IER NEW ADMISSION SYSTEM

Protest continues

VC, director differ policy's outcome

DU CORRESPONDENT

A group of Dhaka University
students of Institute of
Education and Research (IER)
yesterday continued their
protest for the third day against
the new admission policy for
the first year students of the
institute.

The Academic Council, a
body of DU professors, at a
meeting on Wednesday
decided that students to B Ed
(Bachelor of Education)
courses at the [ER can gain
admission through 'Kha' and
'Gha’ unit admission tests this
year instead of arranging sepa-
rate test under the institute.

DU officials said the new
policy will cut the expense and
ease sufferings of the admis-
sion seekers.

Agitating students at a press
conference on the IER pre-
mises yesterday, however,
demanded cancellation of the
new admission policy saying
the institute might not get
qualified students throughiit.

Asked by the reporters, they
could not reply as to why they
are demonstrating when the
teachers of the institute have
yet to make any formal move.

After the press conference,
they also brought out a proces-
sion on the IER premises to
press home theirdemand.

Campus sources, wishing to
remain unnamed, said some
teachers and senior students of

the institute are instigating the
agitating students to continue
the movement for their finan-
cial gain.

Talking to The Daily Star,
IER Director Prof Salma Akhter
also said they will not get quali-
fied students through the new
admission policy.

However, she denied
involvement of any teacher of
the institute with the students'
agitation saying they were
demonstrating from their own
pointofview.

“Teachers themselves are
enough for discussing with the
high-ups of the university the
new policy,” she said.

DU Vice-chancellor Prof
AAMS Arefin Siddique said the
teachers of the institute will be
engaged in the process of
preparing questions for Kha
and Gha units, so there is no
chance of getting unqualified
students.

In past years, successful
HSC and its equivalent exami-
nations students got admis-
sion to the institute through a
separate test held by the insti-
tute. The institute authorities
usually arrange the test when
admission tests for the other
faculties are over.

IER sources said some
senior students of the institute
earn a handsome amount of
money by selling guidebooks
and offering coaching
programmes ahead of admis-
sion test every year.
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Panasonic

Energy Consumption Comparison
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Less Electricity

Flashing LEDs increase vitamin content

&Custﬂmer Enquiry: 01730-024379,01714-163453

Panasonic

Rice Cooker

(Model: SRW18G)

BY601 - 602 Ltr - Tk. 1,20,000
BY551 - 551 Ltr - Tk. 1,10,000
BW464 - 463 Ltr - Tk. 70,500

i v
Drawer type freezer provides high visibility
and easy access

BW414 - 418 Ltr - Tk. 54,500
BU342 - 342 Ltr- Tk. 48,000
BU302 - 296 Ltr - Tk. 43,500

(Model: NI317T)

Panasonic Exclusive Showroom: Motijheel: 9, Motijheel C/A, Dhaka 1000, 9556254, 01914898733, 01730024379, Mirpur : 220, Rokeya Sarani, Taltola, Mirpur-8141397, 01714163453.

ACI Consumer Electronics Authorized Dealers: World National Electronics:35/2, Kawranbazar-9115687, Asset Electronics: Navana Tower, Gulshan-1, 01819273734, Yeamin
Electronics: 76, B.B Stadium, Dhaka-9556313, Power Vision: Mchammadpur Krisi market-9139817, S.R. Trading: B.B Avanue, Dhaka-9551362, Supreme Electronics: Sec-1. Uttara-
8922842, Sampad & Dreams: Panthapath-9125951, Electro World: N.Gonj-7634738, Bhuiyan Electronics: Uttara, Dhaka-01712105942, Shawon Electronics: Savar-01715006230,
J.B International: Comilla-01817029983, Alo Bhaban: Tangail-0921-54695, All Electro Centre: B.baria-01199811011, Modern Electronics: Feni-01816052605, S. A. Electronics:
Chittagong-01199707555, Mahmood Electronics: Bogra-01711101490, Chattala Electronics: Chittagong: 01711021966, Avilash: Chittagong-01819314145, Panasonic
Showroom: Barisal-01711100199, New Electro Bazar: Latif Center, Sylhet - 01749222444, Golden View: Rangpur - 01725339696, Zaman Radio Service: Mymensing-091-63555,
Arif Electronics: Gazipur-01714013722, Rafa Electronics: Kaligonj-01195165690, Lazim Electronics: Dhamrai-01713508245. Sakil Electronics: Nator-017162049, 017150271,
Akash Electronics: Sirajganj-01914188662, Rishita Enterprise: Mawnachownacta, Gazipur-01712540495, Greenline: Hobiganj-01711196488, M/s Soheli Enterprise: Jessore-01711826691,
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Clean, high visibility, spacious interior
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NRB262M - 263 Ltr - Tk. 36,600
NRBT222S - 222 Ltr - Tk. 33,650
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