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DR Congo killings

'may be genocide’

Dratt UN report says

BBC ONLINE

A draft UN report says crimes by the
Rwandan army and allied rebels in
Democratic Republic of Congo could be
classified as genocide.

The report, seen by the BBC, details the
investigation into the conflict in DR Congo
from 1993 to 2003.

[t says ten of thousands of ethnic Hutus,
including women, children and the
elderly, were killed by the Tutsi-dominated
Rwandan army.

Rwanda's justice minister has dis-
missed the claimsas "rubbish”.

The report also lists human rights
violations committed by security forces
from all the countries involved in what has
beencalled "Africa's world war".

The final UN High Commission for
Human Rights report should be made

Although the conflict is officially over,
eastern DR Congo, near the Rwandan
border, remains volatile.

On Thursday, the UN Security Council
held an emergency session to discuss allega-
tions that Rwandan Hutu rebels were among
armed men who raped at least 150 women
and baby boys in the town of Luvungi and
surroundingvillages earlier thisyear.

The 545-page report, prepared by about
20 human right officers, documents what
they call widespread and systematic
attacks by the Rwandan army and the
Congolese AFDL rebel movement.

The AFDL rebels were led by Laurent
Kabila, father of current Congolese
President Joseph Kabila.

Those targeted were Rwandan Hutus
who had fled into what is now DR Congo,
then called Zaire, after the 1994 genocide.

Rwandan Hutu extremists slaughtered

Hutus during the genocide.

Many of those responsible fled Rwanda as
Tutsi rebels took power in Kigali in June
1994, taking hundreds of thousands of
Hutu civilians with them.

'RWANDAN PRESSURE'

But the report says that attacks against Hutus
who were not refugees seem to confirm that
Congolese Hutuswere also targeted.

In some regions, it says, checkpoints
were used to identify people of Hutu ori-
gin, and kill them.

Tens of thousands were killed, the
report estimnates, saying such acts suggest
a premeditated and precise methodology.

"The extensive use of edged weap-
ons... and the systematic massacres of
survivors after [Hutu] camps had been
taken, show that the numerous deaths
cannot be attributed to the hazards of
war or seen as equating to collateral
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Maluza Abramishvili, left, 52, and Nunu Basaria, 49, Georgian refugees from Abkhazia, are seen with their lips sewn together during a
hunger strike in Thilisi yesterday. Dozens of refugees protested against the government's decision to evict them from the houses they

publicin the next fewdays. some 800,000 ethnic Tutsis and moderate damage,” the report says. live in now.
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displaced by
Pak floods

resign to contest polls

AP, Thatta

Hundreds of thousands of
Pakistanis fled floodwaters
yesterday after the surging
River Indus smashed through
levees in two places, but many
refused to leave the danger
zone while others took shelter
in an ancient graveyard for
Muslim saints.

The new flooding came
after the Taliban issued a
veiled threat against foreign
aid workers helping out in the
crisis, a development likely to
complicate the massive relief
effort. More than 8 million
people are in need of emer-
gency assistance across the

country.

IANS, Yangon

Myanmar's defence minister and other top
generals resigned their junta and military posts
yesterday to contest the upcoming polls as
civilians, officials said.

Defence Minister General Thura Shwe
Mann has retired both his ministerial and army
posts to join the Union Solidarity and
Development Party (USDA), the political wing
of the military regime.

General Thiha Thura Tin Aung Myint Oo, the
first secretary of the junta, has also resigned
and joined the USDA to contest the Nov 7 elec-
tion, officials close to the military said.

"Thura Shwe Mann will probably become
president after the election,’ a source close to
the regime told DPA.

Another 10 lieutenant generals have also
resigned, although it was unclear whether they
would all stand for election or be given new posts.
The resignations have led to a major reshuffle

within the military establishment which has
blocked democracy for the past 20 years.

The 1990 election was won by a landslide by
the opposition National League for Democracy
(NLD) headed by Aung San Suu Kyi.

Myanmar's junta this time made sure that
an opposition party will not win, and even if
they did the army can control the legislature
through a party-appointed senate.

The USDA is expected to field 1,100 candi-
dates in the polls for lower, upper and regional
houses, compared with a total of 500 candi-
dates from the pro-democracy parties.

Non-junta parties have cnmplained the
government hasnot gwen them enough time to
raise the money to register their candidates
before an Aug 30 deadline.

The Election Commission said their offices
will remain open over the weekend for candi-
dates to register for the country's first elections
in 20 years, but this may not be enough for
many toraise the $500 registration fee.
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A person holds a book about Mother Teresa as several hundred people protest a decision by the Empire State Building not to light the
top of the building in blue and white in honour of the 100th birthday of Mother Teresa on Thursday in New York.

School claimed that the sound
of honking often distracts them
when they attend classes. Very
few of them knew that their
schoolisasilentzone.

An earlier study of WBB Trust
in 2007 revealed that the magni-
tude of sound was almost dou-
ble compared to the level set in
2006 rules. Honking was 96
percent responsible for sound
pollution.

Swelling noise pollution in
the capital in the last two
worsened the residents’ physi-
cal and mental health, espe-
cially those of the children,
added the study.

"Currently the sound pollu-
tion level in the city and espe-
ciallyin itsresidential suburbsis
80 decibels on an average. The
range remains between 80 and
90 decibels at Shahbagh inter-
section, Farmgate and
Mohakhali rail crossing,” said
Pran Gopal Datta, vice cel-
lor of Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujib Medical University
(BSMMU).

"A person can stay at a place
for only halfan hourifthe sound
level is 90 decibels. Otherwise
he will have noise-induced
hearingloss. But the sound level
should remain 40 to 50 decibels
for a properly suited work-
place,” added the VC, also an
ENT expert.

Physicians at BSMMU said
children's mental development
is hampered severely due to
sound pollution. It is also
responsible for headache, heart
disease, reduced thinking
capacity.

If a person with hyperten-
sion is constantly osed to
sound pollution, his blood
pressure will increase certainly
and it will finally lead to cardiac
arrest, warned the physicians.

Noise pollution also creates
irritation and from irritation
people gradually get frustrated
and suffer from depression and
anxiety, said a psychiatrist of
BSMMU.

The Noise Pollution (Con-
trol) Rules 2006 prohibited
honking in 100-metre radius of
the hospitals, educational
institutes and offices. It also
barred using machines in
breaking bricks and stones for
construction work within 500-
metre radius of a residential
area. Prior permission was
made mandatory for using
loudspeaker forany occasion.

The rules also made provi-
sion for punishment to stop
noise pollution. The sentence
includes a maximum of one-
month jail term or fine of Tk
5,000 or both for the first time
offence. For repeated offence,
the punishment would increase
to the maximum of six months'
jail term or fine of Tk 10,000 or
both.

While talking to The Daily
Star, Director of Department of
Environment (DoE) Billal
Hossain said a special drive was
launched in the city in 2008 to
checknoise pollution.

"But as we are paying more
attention to drives against using

olythene, emission of black
es from vehicles and indus-
tries, the monitoring on noise
pollution has slowed down
recently,” he admitted saying
that as the mobile court is not
incorporated in the rules of
2006, they face trouble in fining
the offenders.

The authorities of DoE also
admitted that their drive has
seenaslowpace.

In September 2008 the
Directorate of Environment
through an advertisement at
different newspapers forbade
the drivers to honk randomly.

It also said "High volume of
sound causes hearing impair-
ment, high blood pressure,
hinders digestive system, creates
muscle problem and obstructs
child's development process. It
mayevenleadtodeath.”

But for the lack of continu-
ous drive and campaign people
pay little heed to mindless
honking.

Many bus and truck drivers
say nobody ever checked the
horns and they were not fined
for honking randomly.

exchanges after visa row

BBC ONLINE

India has cancelled defence exchanges with
China after China refused a visa to a Kashmir-
based general.

The Indian government said that China had to
be sensitive to India's concerns, one of which is
the disputed area of Kashmir.

As well as India and Pakistan, China also
claims part of Kashmir.

Defence ties between China and India hawve
remained tentative due to long-standing disputes
andalackoftrust; thetwofoughtashortwarin 1962.

Indian Lt Gen BS Jaswal is responsible for
Indian army operations in the Indian-
administered state of Jammu and Kashmir.

He had hoped to travel to Beijing in August as part
ofahigh-level exchange, butwas denied avisa.
OLDTENSIONS

"While we value our exchanges with China, there
must be sensitivity to each others' concerns. Our

dialogue with China on these issues is ongoing,”
India's foreign ministry spokesman said in a
statement.

The Times of India said the row had blocked
the visit of Indian generals to China and another
planned visit of Chinese generals to India.

The Indian foreign ministry noted that
defence exchanges with China in recent years
had proven "useful”.

China and India fought a short border war in
1962. China is strongly critical of India for grant-
ing residence to the exiled Tibetan spiritual
leader, the Dalai Lama.

It 1s also close to India's traditional foe,
Pakistan, with whom it is cooperating on mili-
tary and missile development, cross-border
infrastructure, and a deep-water port.

Last year, India protested against the Chinese
practice of issuing visas to Kashmiris on separate
pieces of paper, unlike the standard visas it
offered to other Indians.

QACE  First Janata Bank Mutual Fund
(Asset Manager : RACE Management PCL)

Aisel Managemenl
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JANATA BANK LIMITED

NOTICE FOR LOTTERY OF ALLOTMENT OF UNITS

RACE Management PCL. is pleased to announce that the lottery for allotment of
public offering of First Janata Bank Mutual Fund will be held on Sunday,
August 29, 2010 at 10.00 A.M. at the National Sports Council Auditorium, NSC
tower 62/3, Purana Paltan, Dhaka-1000. We hereby request all concerned parties
1o attend the cvent

# ‘§> RACE Mangement PCL

. i Registered Office
—j‘} Akram Tower, Tth Floor, Suire 03, 199, Shaheed Syed Nazrul Tslam Sarani (Old: 1575 Bijoy Nagar), Dhaka-1000
u = ) Phone : 88 02 9360024, 9346005, Fax : 88 02 9338757, E-mail : infof@racebd.com, Web : www.racebd.com

Sd/-
CEQ & Managing Director
RACE Management PCL
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