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Films: “Kaktarua®

(Goethe-Institut

Dhanmondi
Date: August 29

Film Screening

(Bangladesh) & “A Year
Ago in Winter” (Germany)
Venue: Auditorium,

Bangladesh, H-10, Rd-9,

Time: 7:30pm onwards

R

Dress Exhibition

Title: Woman and Flower
Venue: Alliance
Francaise de Dhaka, 26,
Mirpur Road, Dhanmondi
Date: August
20-September 2

Time: 3pm-9pm

Nazrul Death
Anniversary

Sangeet Bidyayton

Premises
Date: August 27
Time: 10:30am

Organiser: Chhayanaut

Venue: Chhayanaut

Film Screening

Film: "Tais-Toi®
Venue: Auditorium,
Alliance Francaise De 2 ‘
Dhaka, Dhanmondi

Date: August 27
Time: 6pm
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It is not just the mesmerising quality of his music; the self crafted instrument is also a source of income

for Sarkar

AZIBOR RAHMAN, Jhenidah
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When 64-year-old Komol Chandra
Sarkar plays his flute, he draws a huge
crowd to his house. It is not just the
mesmerising quality of his music; the
self crafted instrument is also a

source of income for Sarkar. In fact so
popular are his flutes that they can be
found in different districts and mar-
kets in Khulna division. Veteran
flutists of Jatra parties, music acade-
mies and clubs also flock to him in
droves to buy his flutes. Sarkar also
makes sculptures which attract

PHOTO: STAR

numerous buyers.

Komol Sarkar told this correspon-
dent that he used to collect Nali
bamboo for his flutes from Sylhet a
few years back. Now this Nali bam-
boo is available locally but sale has
dropped significantly. He buys Nali
bamboo at Taka 15-20 per piece. He

Komol Chandra Sarkar: Flutes that are
a class apart

lamented the fact that he earned
much more when Jatra, Jari gaan, and
village theatres used to be staged in
every nook and corner of the village
in the mid-'70s. Today, he sells a flute
at a Taka 10-20, while the big flutes
are sold at Taka 50-60 each.

However the picture is not alto-
gether bleak. Wholesale traders come
to his house from Jhenidah town,
Faridpur, Khulna, Kushtia and
Chuadanga. In turn they sell these
flutes in different parts of Bangladesh.

Sarker said, he went to Khulna
Betar for auditions twice over and
bagged first position but was unable
to take the post as his priority was his
sons' education. His two sons now
work in a Dhaka-based garments
factory. Sarker has received awards
several times over for his exquisite
renditions on the flute. While he has a
few regrets, he expressed the view
that that ifhe got a chance once again
to join Khulna Betar he would do so.
As for the moment, he said he wanted
to make high quality flutes for the
rest ofhis life.

Shariful Islam, a Lalon devotee of
Jhenidah said, “Komol makes excel-
lent flutes, which are used in a variety
of institutions. When we perform
Palagan, we use flutes made by him.”

Showcasing ethnic

jewellery

A CORRESPONDENT
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Ethnic jewellery has its own identity
and characteristics. Mixing pat-
terns, textures and colours is one of
the key elements when creating
such ethnic items. Amman Rashid is
the main designer of his brand
“Aadi”. He has been working on
ethnic jewellery for the last six years.
Inspired by the ethnic ornaments of
the Africans, especially the ancient
decoration and ornamentation,
Rashid has devoted his life to
designing jewellery:.

The range of his creations
includes earrings, neckpieces,
anklets and bracelets in the most
extraordinary designs as well as
antique designs on spoons, lime
boxes, ornament boxes and others.

Recently, Aadi organised a two-

day ethnic jewellery exhibition at
Chondons, Gulshan-2. Over the
years, Aadi has had other exhibi-
tions as well where the response was
superb. The exhibitions were held in
2006 and 2008.

'Aadi’ is an ornament brand
upholding the trend of using natural
elements. Behind the making of
each ornament, is a different story.
Thisiswhyeach of the brand's orna-
ment bears exceptional names such
as “Chirosokha,” “Marfoti,”
“Adibashi,” “Dhal,” “Ekta Chabi
Maira.”

Rashid's artworks are unique in
the sense that each item is different
from the other. The ornament for all
age groups are made from different
types of thread, dry seeds, dry fruits,
shells, snails, pebbles and various
natural materials.

System of a Down’s Tankian
explores new “Harmonies”

Serj Tankian

REUTERS, Los Angeles
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Life after System of a Down has been pretty
good for Serj Tankian.

Stepping away from the chart-topping Los
Angeles-based hard rock band, which went on
indefinite hiatus in 2006, the singer-
songwriter-political activist launched a solo
musical career with the release of 2007's "Elect
the Dead." The rock-driven set debuted at No. 4
on the Billboard 200 and has sold 319,000 cop-
ies, according to Nielsen SoundScan.

In addition to touring and promoting his
solo music, Tankian has spent recent years
writing new songs, overseeing his label, Serjical
Strike, promoting various causes, publishing
books, producing albums and scoring music
for films, TV and videogames -- a lifestyle he
never had time for while fronting System of a
Down.

"[ feel like I've established myself as an artist
aside from System of a Down, and ['m comfort-
able with that," Tankian says, noting that the
group regularly receives offers to perform but
that no such plans are in the works. "It's been
very emancipating and confidence-building."

Now, with nearly three years under his belt as
a solo artiste, and amid numerous other side
projects, Tankian is prepping the release of his
second album, "Imperfect Harmonies," due
September 21 on Serjical Strike/Reprise
Records. This time around, he moves further
away from the heavy-hitting sound he's
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become known for with SOAD and "Elect the
Dead" and delves deeper into elements of
electronica, orchestral music and jazz.

It's uncertain whether Tankian's fan base,
which largely consists of SOAD die-hards, will
remain loyal to his evolving musical direction.

But at this point in his career, Tankian, 42,
says he's more concerned about following his
own musical interests than with how many
albums he sells. "When 1 die, I'm not going to
care whether I've sold X number more records
or less,"” he says. "['m going to care if | made the
right expressions, if I explored enough and did
something new, and put something new on this
planet.”

Nevertheless, Tankian was hard at work
earlier this summer preparing fans for his
symphonic transition by performing numer-
ous concerts with backing orchestras in
Europe.

Tankian already has several other projects
lined up. His musical "Prometheus Bound" is
scheduled to open in March 2011 at the Ameri-
can Repertory Theatre in Cambridge, Mass.,
and he's finishing up a "classical jazz sym-
phony" that he hopes to premiere next year.
The forthcoming year may also find the artist
publishing a second poetry book, "Glaring
Through Oblivion," and starting work on a
nonfiction title.

Beyond all this, Tankian says he'd someday
like to score a film and record an instrumental
jazz album, adding, "I want to try one of every-
thing.”




