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Pakistanis brace for more
destructive flooding

REUTERS, AFp, Karachi/ Shahdadkot! United Nations

Residents of a southern Pakistani town fled
rising floodwaters yesterday, a stark reminder
the country could face more destruction in a
crisis that hasraised questions about the govern-
ment's stability.

Authorities struggled to shore up an embank-
ment holding back a growing tide on the edge of
Shahdadkot, in Sindh province, which aid
groups say is still highly vulnerable to floods that
began raging through Pakistan about three
weeks ago.

A heavy stream of trucks, tractors and donkey
carts transported people away, repeating scenes
played out throughout the catastrophe.

"People are saying it's dangerous to stay,”
said Riaz Hussain, as he finished off packing his
family and possession, including two water
buffalo, onto a trailer behind a tractor.

"I'll find some corner to live with my family.”

The scramble to leave came after signs that
donors were taking more notice of the extent of
the suffering in Pakistan.

More tents and plastic sheets have been
secured to help shelterless Pakistanis, said UN
humanitarian operations spokesman Maurizio
Giuliano.

ACTUALDEATHTOLLUNKNOWN: UN

The actual number of people killed by the
massive flooding in Pakistan remains
unknown because large areas of the country
are inaccessible, Islamabad’'s UN envoy said
on Friday.

The official death toll is around 1,500 but the
true number of people killed in the disaster

may turn out to be higher, Ambassador
Xu]lah Hussain Haroon told the UN General

Assembly at the end of a two-day conference on
aid for Pakistan.

"We don't yet know how many are dead and
how many have perished,” he said. "We can
only hold our breath and hope that the casualty
figures have been fewer."

About one third of Pakistan has been hit by
floods spawned by torrential rainfall More

than 4 million Pakistanis have been left home-
less by nearly three weeks of floods.

Haroon thanked members of the 192-nation
assembly for their pledges and statements of
support in what he called "one of the greatest
calamities ever to befall mankind."

Nine days after the United Nations launched
an emergency appeal for $459 million in aid to
Pakistan to cover its needs for the next three
months, nearly 70 percent of the requested
money has been pledged, UN humanitarian
chief John Holmes told Reuters in a telephone
interview.

MILLIONS LACKSHELTER

With entire towns and villages swallowed up by
Pakistan's devastating floods, experts say it
could take years to solve a shelter crisis now
facing up to six million people camped out
under open skies.

The catastrophic floods swamped a fifth of
Pakistan -- an area the size of England -- and
affected 20 million people in the country's
worst ever-natural disaster with untold eco-
nomic, social and political repercussions.

"It is a huge task. It is large-scale devasta-
tion, which needs huge money and time to
rebuild.... The scenario is bleak and our politi-
cians don't realise the gravity of the situation,”
independent economist AB Shahid told AFP.

"We need at least three billion dollars just to
rebuild huts and houses,” Shahid said.

"And not less than seven billion dollars more
to restore destroyed infrastructure, to build
roads, bridges, canals and government offices."

The United Nations said on Saturday it had
increased its estimate of the number of people
without shelter to six million and it has tripled
to six million its target for assistance in the form
oftents and plastic sheeting.

Fewwords can express the misery.

"Everything has been wasted. Nothing is
left," said Qasim Bhayyo, 45, a refugee from
Qayyas Bhayyo village in one of the worst-hit
parts of the southern province of Sindh, for-
merly known for rice crops and fish farms.
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An Indian police officer snatches the headscarf from a Muslim Kashmiri woman taking part in a protest after security forces detained nearly three dozen youth in the
Bemina neighbourhood of Srinagar yesterday. Tensions have been threatening to boil over during two months of protests with 62 protesters and bystanders -- some as

young as nine -- killed in the Muslim-majority region.

Indian
minister fired
after 24 die

AFP, Bangalore

A minister in southern India
has been fired after 24 beggars
died in one week at a camp for
the destitute in the high-tech
city of Bangalore.

Karnataka social welfare
minister D Sudhakar was
relieved of his post following
the deaths of 24 beggars at the
state-run camp in Bangalore
in the past week, a govern-
ment official said Saturday:.

The deaths at the "Beggars'
Colony" brought the number
who have died at the camp in
August to 106, more than
double the tally of deaths in
July and five times April's total.

Local media reports have
described living conditions at
the camp -- one of the largest
rehabilitation centres for the
destitute in South India -- as

"pathetic” and dubbed the
camp the "Auschwitz of
Bangalore”.

Some of the beggars at the
camp were reported to have
died of food poisoning from a
meal served to mark India’s
Independence Day public
holiday last weekend, while
others were said to have died
from illnesses stemming from
squalid living conditions.

Japanese Minister of Foreign Affairs Katsuya Okada (R) shakes hands with Indian Minister of Foreign Affairs
S M Krishna prior to delegation level talks in New Delhi yesterday. Okada is in India on atwo-day official visit.

Troops enforce

curfew in
Kashmir

AFP, Srinagar

Indian security forces
enforced a strict curfew in
parts of Kashmir on Saturday;,
a day after two people were
killed during anti-India pro-
tests in the region.

Tensions have been threat-
ening to boil over during two
months of protests with 62
protesters and bystanders --
some as young as nine -- killed
in the Muslim-majority region
where anti-India feelings run
deep.

Security forces sealed off
neighbourhoods with barbed
wire and put up road block-
ades on Saturday in Srinagar,
the main city of Indian
Kashmir where an insurgency
against New Delhi's rule has
been underway for two
decades.

"Much of Srinagar and
three other towns are under
curfew,” a police officer told
AFP, asking notto be named.

The scenic region has been
under rolling curfews to con-
tain angry protests that have
been fuelled by the deaths of
civilians since June 11 when a
teenage student waskilled by a
police teargas shell in
Srinagar.

PHOTO: AFP

Myanmar junta

Proxy party
opens offices

AP, Yangon

A political party backed by Myanmar's ruling junta opened offices
across the country Friday months after the main opposition
group was forced to close theirs as preparations begin for a gen-
eral electionin November.

A spokesman for the Union Solidarity and Development Party
said it had opened its headquarters in administrative capital of
Naypyitaw and other branches across the country, including 50
township, district and division offices in Yangon, the country's
biggest city. The partyisled by Prime Minister Thein Sein.

Myanmar will hold elections on Nov 7, the first in two decades.
The National League for Democracy party of detained democracy
leader Aung San Suu Kyi, which won the last election in 1990 but
was barred from taking power, is boycotting the polls.

The NLD was officially disbanded in May because it declined
to register for the vote, though its leaders made clear they are
keeping the organization together to continue its struggle for
democracy.

The Union Solidarity and Development Party was formed from a
junta-backed mass social organization called the Union Solidarity
and Development Association, founded in 1993 and drawing much
ofits support from the country's vast civil service. In April this year it
was turmed into a political party, just a few days after Thein Sein and
26 Cabinet colleagues in uniform resigned their military posts to
make them eligible to take part in politics. It is widely expected to
win the most votesin the election.

In Yangon, it was Mayor Aung Thein Linn who unveiled the
partysignboard, shouting "Victory" three times as he did so.

He told reporters that the USDA used to have 26 million
members, but after becoming a party had its numbers reduced
because it could not legally include civil servants and people
under 18 years of age. Another member put the current mem-

bership at 1 million.

Nato strikes
kill Afghan
police,
civilians

REUTERS, Kabul

Air strikes by the Nato-led
force in Afghanistan acciden-
tally killed at least three
Afghan police in the country's
north and a woman and two
children in the west, officials
said yesterday.

Sensitivities about civilian
casualties and "friendly fire"
incidents have been running
high as violence spreads
across Afghanistan, reaching
its worst levels since the
Taliban were ousted in late
2001.

Such incidents have been
a major irritant between
Afghan President Hamid
Karzai's government and
foreign forces fighting in
Afghanistan, leading to a
major falling-out last year.

Tactical directives were
tightened twice in the past
year as a result, as US and
Nato commanders sought to
limit the damaging fallout
from such incidents. The
directives laid down tight
rules governing the use of air
strikes and home searches.
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Blackwater 'to pay
$42m fine' for

violating US rules

ALJAZEERA ONLINE

The private security contractor previously known as Blackwater,
has agreed to pay $42m in fines for hundreds of violations of US
exportrules, according to the NewYork Times.

The violations included illegal weapons exports to Afghanistan,
making unauthorised proposals to train troops in southern Sudan,
and providing sniper training for police in Taiwan, the newspaper
said on Friday.

The NewYork Times reported that by reaching the agreement with
the US state department to pay the fines, the company avoids crimi-
nal charges over the violations of US export control regulations.

Blackwater, which provided guards and services to the US gov-
ernment in [rag, Afghanistan and elsewhere, changed its name to
Xein 2009.

Paying the fines will allow Xe to continue to compete for govern-
ment contracts, the NewYork Times said.

US export rules mandate government approval for the export of
certain types of US military technology or knowledge.

But Xe "began to seek training contracts from foreign govern-
ments and other foreign organisations without adhering closely to
Americanregulations”, the newspaperreported.

It "also shipped automatic weapons and other military equip-
ment for use by its personnel in Iraq and anistan in violation
of export controls, and in some cases sought to hide its actions”,
the NewYork Times said.

According to the daily, investigators were also looking at
whether weapons shipped to Iraq were sold on the black market,
ending up in the hands of the Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK)
that is fighting for independence from Turkey, a group consid-
ered by the US to be a terrorist organisation.

However, the settlement does not resolve other legal troubles
still facing the company and its former executives and other
personnel, the newspaper said.

Those issues include the indictments of five former execu-
tives on weapons and obstruction charges, a federal probe into
whether company officials tried to bribe Iraqgi officials, while at
least two former employees face murder charges after two
Afghansdied in Kabul in May 2009.

A US court dismissed charges against former Blackwater
guards accused ofkilling 14 Iraqi civilians in Baghdad in 2007.

A federal investigation into the company's weapons ship-
ments to Iraq brought guilty pleas from two former Blackwater
employees.

By paying fines instead of facing criminal charges on the
export violations, the company will be able to continue to
receive government contracts, according to the New York Times.
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