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BCB and poor cricket
cricket team lacks a unified team
spirit. The most controversial
announcement was made about the
appointment of the bowling and field-
ing coaches by the BCB chief, which
the other board members denied
afterwards. Surprisingly, the national
coach expressed his ignorance about
the selection of the bowling coach.
Development and induction of new
promising players in the national
team is the prime and foremost
responsibility of the BCB and it has so
far failed miserably in this direction.
To be the chief of BCB, one has to be a
professional person who understands
cricket. Otherwise, Bangladesh cricket
will meet an inevitable disaster. The
post of the chairman of BCB is a full-
time position. It is a big question if the
present incumbent, in view of his busy
political and business (being an
industrialist) commitments, shall
have the time to be able to do justice to

his responsibilities as the chief of BCB.
Mohammad Ataul Hoque

There is a proverb - “if you want to
destroy an institution, appoint a poli-
tician as its head”. The situation is now
heading towards this direction after
the appointment of a politician to
head the BCB. First of all, a change was
made in the captaincy without any
known reason. Only explanation given
was Shakib's reported unwillingness
to continue which the ex-captain later
confirmed as correct. Next came the
controversy over the selection proce-
dure. The selection committee has
little say in selecting players which is
reportedly dictated by a few influen-
tial people in the Board supported by
the chairman. The selection commit-
tee neither agreed nor disagreed to the
news item published recently.

Our national team, enjoying Test
status for the last ten years, was com-
prehensively beaten by the non-Test
playing countries like Ireland and
Netherlands. Whereas the same
Netherlands team was beaten fair and
square by the Zimbabwe A team a few
days later. It was a total disgrace to our
cricket. Apparently, the country's

One-mail

Campusviolence

Most of the public colleges
and universities have become
mini cantonments which are
full of lethal weapons and
ammunition. It is a great
tragedy for the nation that the
sanctity of the campuses of
our educational institutions is
being marred by violence.
Campus violence is a festering
wound. The places of nation-
building are now centres of
terrorism. Invaluable time,
talent and money are being
wasted by campus violence.
The violence often forces the
closure of the institutions and
further worsens the already
critical, session jam situation.
The general students are
not strong enough to protest
against it because the violence
is perpetrated by some power-
ful mastans supported by the
government and the opposi-
tion parties. As the nature of
campus violence is basically
political, it has to be faced
politically if at all we want to
stopit.
Khandokar Md. Ramzan Ali
Student, Department of
Textile Engineering
World University of
Bangladesh

Manikganj
accident

The tragic accident at Uthali,
near Manikganj, where two
top bureaucrats were killed
vividly exposes our inefficient
road safety system. Even the
prime minister expressed her
strong resentment. But result?
In the following weeks casu-
alty on road became higher. In
reality other than expressing
anger no positive step is taken
to curb the killings. Police
commissioner has issued

some directives which only
increased confusion and
anomalies on the road.

About the particular acci-
dent two or three points need
careful examination. 1. It
appears from the TV footage
that the Pajero jeep that car-
ried the bureaucrats was an
unregistered vehicle. Plying of
unregistered vehicle is illegal.
How the transport pool sent
an unregistered vehicle for
such a long journey? 2. The
short route to Tungipara,
Gopalganj from Dhaka is via
Mawa. The road is also in very
good condition. When VIPs
move special ferries are
arranged. Why the driver
chose the route via Aricha is
also a question. In official
travel shortest possible route
is mandatory.

M. Sanaulhugq
Uttara, Dhaka

Power crisis

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
is constantly blaming the BNP
for the severe power crisis
which has gripped the country
in the last one and a half year.
People did not suffer like this
before.

But blaming the BNP could
not be the answer. The care-
taker government remained in
power for two years and then
the Awami League formed the
government. During BNP
regime people did not suffer
like this. It is quite clear that
without proper maintenance
the power plants can not
produce adequate electricity.

So, instead of wasting time
blaming the BNP, the govern-
ment must use all its resources
to increase power supply,
otherwise it will be in trouble.
Nur Jahan
Chittagong

Congratulations,

Samin

Saiful Islam Samin has
regained his ability to walk. It
is very good news for the
thousands of people in
Bangladesh who have lost
their legs in any kind of acci-
dent. I also would like to give
my thanks to Endolite
Bangladesh for their success-
ful mission.

Now I have a few requests
to Samin. No one would
understand better than Samin
the pain of losing legs or any
part of our body. As Samin is
now a sub-editor of Prothom
Alo, it would be great if he
focuses on the causes of road
accident which is taking away
the lives of thousands and
making thousands physically
disabled forever. Samin is
undoubtedly one of those
lucky persons who can now
walk. But how many people
can get artificial legs after
amputation? Being a proactive
man, Samin is obviously
aware of the situation and
would definitely take some
more fruitful steps to free the
nation from the curse of road
accident.

Pradip Das
Lecturer
BHPI, CRP

Canals

Here is an astonishing news
report that Among 47 canals of
Dhaka, 20canalas are extinct
because of corruption and
negligence. Some canals exist
on signboards only.
Something must be done in
thisregard.

Kbd M Alamgir Hossain

UEQ, Chhatak

Why thisleniency?
S0, at long last, provisions are
finally being made to scrap the
errant realtors from punish-
ment. (The Daily Star: August
4,2010). What are the reasons
which prompted the lawmak-
ers' parliamentary body on
Real Estate Development and
Management to take this
lenient decision?

I assume the members of
the committee were never
cheated, never made destitute
by the realtors in any consid-
eration, which some of our
acquaintances were!

Nabila Raisa
Shekhertek, Mohammadpur
Dhaka

Some water,
please!

The security man in our build-
ing stops me as [ was going to
the office. Usually, he doesn'tdo
that unless there's a problem.
Assessing my past experience, I
start counting from ten to one
toletarisingtension go off.

Counting doesn't help.

He says with his right hand
ascending near his forehead:
“Salaam sir; there's no water
supply in the pipeline for the
last two days.”

I knew this was not a piece
of good news; he never stops
me for good news.

“What, then, are we using
at this moment,” I ask him, not
letting him understand my
Nervousness.

He says: “We've been using
what we had in the reserved
tank.

I wryly smiled at him,
expressing my helplessness as
I realize that the albatross
named “ Wasa [Water Supply
Authority]” is about to jump
on my soldiers and play some
havoc.

The inevitable happens;
the reservoir dries out with no
hope to get any water from the
authorities that are “sup-
posed” to help us during the
rainy season [mind you! You'll
be penalized if you don't pay
your taxes].

When the reservoir dries
out, we lodge an order for two
tanks of water which would
cost Tk 800 . The first Wasa
truck comes next day and fills
out the tank a little. But the
Wasa people leave with a
promise to come back with
another truck full of water at
midnight.

The inevitable obviously
happens. No-one turns up.

In the meantime, just
before water flow at our local-
ity stopped, a few officials of
the buildings at Gulshan's
Road 29 caught a Wasa official
red handed. The Wasa official
was turning the tap off from a
point close to our residence.
We asked him as to who told
him to stop water supply to

out neighbourhood, he men-
tioned that a high official did.

On the third day, when we
didn't have any water to wet
our toothbrushes, finding no
other way to “achieve” any
water, | call up my journalist
friend at BaishakhiTV, hoping
that he'd be able to help me by
talking to Dhaka Wasa
Chairman. He instantlyacted.
Wasa arranged the second
truck and we got some water
to use for a few hours.

The same situation hap-
pens at our neighbourhood at
least three times a year. We
stop cooking, bathing, and
drinking water at our resi-
dences. We roam around our
relatives' houses to get
shower, if not to eat. I usually
get my shower either at the

office or at the cadet college
club.

The water-wallahs do this
when there's little rain or the
weather heatsup.

Encroachment of roads

There is no sign that the present
traffic jam situation will improve
soon. And we can imagine the
worst traffic jam in near future.
The government has taken many
steps to improve the traffic system
in Dhaka. But the ultimate result is
zero. In my opinion, the main
reason is - nobody follows the
traffic rules and the traffic police
also do not care about the traffic

rules.

We have heard about
encroachment of rivers and
canals, but we did not hear any-
thing like encroachment of roads.
I think the authorities concerned
have not noticed it. Roads are
made for the movement of vehi-
cles and for the use of common
people. But roads are used as
market, parking lot and workshop

workshops on the road.

rivers and canals.

N.S.Chowdhury, Dhaka

in our country. And some roads
are used as garage. Sadek Hossain
Khoka Road, behind the
Madhumita Cinema Hall, is one
such example. During office hour
it is difficult to recognise this road.
There are many garages and

Small shop owners took pos-
session of footpaths several years
ago, and now they are expanding
their business towards roads. Very
soon we will see no movement of
vehicles or people on the roads as
the grabbers will grab the roads
the same way as they grabbed the

I request the authorities con-
cerned to enforce strict rules so
that nobody can park their buses,
cars and rickshaws on the road.

I find myself confused by the pres-
RMG sector
because of many contradictions. It
is our major foreign exchange
earner, largest employer, gives
opportunities to women and gener-
ates huge revenue. Unfortunately,
this productive area is going
through increasing unrest and
violent upheavals. Both workers
and owners are unhappy. To a lay-
man, with access to only what he
reads or sees on TV, the causes are
many and the old merry-go-round
blame game is being played with
full vigour by the three parties
involved workers, owners and

ent crisis in the

government.

The workers' grievances of being
valid. What sort
of a total minimum monthly wage
is Tk. 1,662/- ($24.23) in these days
of rampant inflation? Tk. 3,000/-
($43.73) fixed by the govt or Tk
5,000/- ($72.89) demanded by most
workers is not much better. There is
no subsidised ration, no healthcare
or allowances, no facilities etc. Also
what do the workers expect to gain
by rioting in the streets destroying
valuable property, vehicles and

exploited are very

factories?

The owners bemoan recession in
importing countries, cuts in prices
and orders, load shedding, red tape
tangles, labour unrest, interest
rates, port delays, forced air ship-
ments etc. They use these 'loss'
arguments to resist any wage

INncreases.

Successive governments are
reluctant to solve these problems.
Misdemeanours are dealt with a
soft slap on the hands. Private and
official strong-arm tactics are used
to keep the work force subdued.

The contradictions arise when
reports filter through, of nexus
being formed to cut prices to cut
out other groups. Under invoicing
of exports is an age-old and risk-
free method of cheating on local
taxes and building nest eggs
abroad. How else can you

Contradictions

buy

citizenships of Canada, ranches in
USA, shopping malls in Dubai and
beach palaces in S.E Asia, apart
ar medical holidays
in all the best resorts. In Bangladesh
there is no dearth of palatial resi-
dences and extravagant farm-
houses on which crores are spent.
Lavish parties in five-star hotels
and clubs where one dinner bill
may be equivalent to the salaries of
hundreds of workers.

These contradictions then stand
out like a sore thumb. The ques-

from the regul
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tions are simple. If they cannot give
a practical wage to workers, how
can they afford such costly and
unnecessary luxuries? How come
the dozens of controlling authori-
ties, have not noticed these contra-
dictions, which are shamelessly
exhibited with impunity and with-
out fear? Have all concerned been
purchased? Has the conscience of
the privileged become totally
numb?

Sikander Ahmed

Niketon, Gulshan-1, Dhaka

On the fifth day, today, 10

August, I discover I don't have
any water to brush my teeth,
not to talk about other pur-
poses. I search our house and
find one jar of water in the
kitchen keptforcooking.
What would I do and think
at this moment? Should I still
think that Bangladesh has a
future?
Ekram Kabir
One-mail

BNP's opinion

I am really happy to note the
contents of public address of
Begum Khaleda Zia in her
party's public rally at Paltan
on 9 August 2010. Her whole
speech was within usual
accusations of government's
failures and faults. Most oppo-
sition parties in the world do
the same as she has done.
People also know this fact and
did not take it seriously except
few diehard supporters who
are again out of income due to
their party's present position
and some media outlets
which are projecting it as a
threat and confusing the
people.

However, | have noted two
important points from her
speech, one is the just con-
cluded Agreement with India
and the other one is the court
cases against her party men.
The first point she has used
purely on political reason
necessary to speak out against
as an opposition party leader
and the second one is not only
for her party men, it is her own
interest as she is one of the
accused incourt cases.

Regarding Indo-Bangla
agreement, she has termed it

as a "Golami Chukti" meaning
agreement of slaves with the
master. She knows that this
historic agreement with the
country's big neighbour is an
achievement of the present
government and if it is main-
tained by the big one it will
bring big fortune for the
nation. We thank the present
prime minister for her courage
and sympathy for the nation.
The opposition leader very
well knows that there always
remains some 'give-and-take"
in every mutual agreement. In
this agreement too, there are
some clauses like give-and-
take points.

She has also singed similar
agreements with many coun-
tries during her reign as prime
minister of Bangladesh. So her
threat of agitation
programmes against the
government for cancellation
of the agreement will not hold
much waterin her anchor.

Now her point of court
cases, | think the government
should proceed carefully and
should not allow any sort of
vindictive prosecutions. The
government should check and
re-check and be doubly
assured that the accusations
brought against any political
leader have hard evidences
against his or her. The prime
minister herself was one of the
victims of such hurried cases
which her government had to
withdraw because they were
found later on as politically
motivated ones.

The country will be bene-
fited from the mutual cooper-
ation of both treasury and
opposition benches. Both
should join each other's Iftar
parties and shake hands
which the nation expects from
theleaders.

Shafiqul Islam, NY

Promoting science

education

A statistical finding has been
published some days ago inan
eminent Bangla newspaper
telling that the number of
students in science group is
going down drastically.
Students are now more inter-
ested to study in commerce
group as they think that com-
merce-oriented courses,
especially business adminis-
tration, are more pro-career
than science. It's no way the
fault of our students to think
that way as every human being
considers his/her future. The
mindset of the students can
only be changed if they find
bright career prospects in the
science courses. The
policymakers of the education
system of our country should
go for an overhaul in this

sector. Now, let's consider
some backdrops of our sci-
ence education on which they
canwork.

To begin with, research
facilities in our universities are
below average, | should say.
Also, the textbooks don't cover
the latest updates of scientific
developments. Then, teachers
are not highly trained or
knowledgeable enough. On
top of all these backdrops, the
career opportunity of core
science subjects such as phys-
ics, chemistry, biology, and
mathis verylow.

A secular and science
oriented pro career education
policy is must for the develop-
ment of our country.

Surjo
Department of Marketing
Universityof Chittagong

Political
compromise

In the month of Ramadan we
expect a political trade off
since the elders are extending
invitation for Iftar. The oppo-
sition has already made a
breakthrough in the process
by making governance to a
certain extent quite difficult
for the present government. It
is difficult to make any guess
in the backdrop of poor per-
formance in power sector and
city management. To be
straightforward, the AL is in
power but the BNP controls
the strategic areas of gover-
nance by their loyal set ups in
trade, commerce, power, RMG
and what not.

I cannot think of any com-
promise because of distinctly
different ideology and choice
of governance followed by the
BNP That is why a trade off is
more acceptable to them
which would strengthen their
party and earn relief for the
religious allies helping them to
get back to power in due
course. If that happens, we
might see a new Bangladesh
with changes and recharge
every sector of the govern-
ment to erase the present
planning foundation of devel-
opment and diplomacy. I am
afraid whether the extremists
in the opposition party would
put pressure for some funda-
mental change in our state-
hood. Do not be surprised by
any unforeseen development
and change in Bangladesh if
the present government can-
not come out of the deep crisis
theyarein currently.

That is why a political trade
off might be on the table for a
political compromise. We only
expect that our hard earned
democracy and individual
freedom would not be taken
away on any pretext.

Quadir
California, USA

Price hike

It has become a tradition that
in Ramadan prices will hike on
a galloping scale comparable
to other times. 'Increasing
demand' may be a cause. But
is this the only one?

The govt. must investigate
the matier on an emergency
basis!

Khondoker Rezwan Tanvir
Dept. of Business

Administration
SUST, Sylhet

Public transport

system

Once, I had a chance to go to
Mumbai and [ was amazed by
their transport system. They
have good rail network to
travel in the city. Thousands of
people are travelling by train
to go to work or anywhere in
the city all the time. For that
reason, There is not much
traffic on the road.

On the other hand, we
completely depend on the
road transports to travel in
Dhaka. So it is not surprising
that we get so much traffic jam
on our roads. To solve this
problem, we need to intro-
duce an effective public trans-
port system in Dhaka. We need
to reduce our dependency on
the road transports.

Every now and then, we
hear so many promises from
our leaders to solve this prob-
lem. We have been listening
about Underground train or
Monorail so many times but
never seen any steps to intro-
duce them. I think the reason
is it is not practical to set up
themin Dhaka at the moment.

My suggestion in this
regard is, introduce a railway
system through the city like
Mumbai. It would be practical
and viable to set up train
communication. For example,
if we move our main train
station from Kamalapur to
Gazipur and then we can start
a train service from Gazipur to
Narayanganj. We need two
lines next to each other.

These trains can stop in
different places in side the city.
Similarly, another service can
run from Farmgate or
Mohakhali to Savar via
Mirpur/Cantonment.
Another line can be set up
from Keraniganj to Savar
through the 'Beribadh’.

When these trains will be
running, they might hamper
the road transport. For that
reason, some low-cost flyovers
or bridges need to be built.

I hope the authorities will
thinkabout this.

Mainul Quadery
West Bakalia
Chittagong



