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Palestinian
refugees
granted right
to work in
Lebanon

AFP, Beirut

Lebanon's parliament
adopted yesterday a law
granting full employment

glhts to the roughly 400,000
Palestinian refugees lmng in
the country, a ﬁugh -ranking
official said.

"Parliament approved a
bill lifting former restrictions
on employment for
Palestinian refugees, who will
now have the right to work in
any field open to foreigners
with benefits including social
security from their own spe-
cial fund," the official told
AFP.

The UN agency for
Palestinian refugees
(UNRWA) estimates Lebanon
houses 400,000 Palestinians,
though Lebanese officials
have said no more than
300,000 refugees actually
reside in the country.

For decades, the fate of the
refugees has been a thorny
issue in Lebanon, dividing
Christian and Muslim legisla-
tors in the 128-strong parlia-
ment, which is equally split
between the two confessions.
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A picture, originally
posted on a Facebook
page belonging to
Eden Aberijil, and
taken from the Israeli
blog site
sachim.tumblr.com,
allegedly shows her
posing in front of
blindfolded men
identified in the Israeli
news media as
Palestinian prisoners.
The Israeli military on
August 17, 2010
slammed the
behaviour of Abergil,
who Israeli radio said
was 20 years old and
from the southern port
of Ashdod.
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Israel has '8 days' to hit
Iran nuke site

Says ex-envoy of USA

AFP, Washington

Israel has "eight days" to launch a military
strike against Iran's Bushehr nuclear
facility and stop Tehran from acquiring a
functioning atomic plant, a former US
envoy to the UN has said.

Iran is to bring online its first nuclear
power reactor, built with Russia's help,
next week, when a shipment of nuclear
fuel will be loaded into the plant's core.

At that point, former John Bolton
warned Monday, it will be too late for Israel
to launch a military strike against the
facility because any attack would spread
radiation and affect Iranian civilians.

"Once that uranium, once those fuel
rods are very close to the reactor, certainly
once they're in the reactor, attacking it

means a release of radiation, no question
aboutit,” Bolton told Fox Business Network.

"So if Israel is going to do anything against
Bushehrithasto moveinthe nexteightdays.”

Absent an Israeli strike, Bolton said,
"Iran will achieve something that no
other opponent of Israel, no other enemy
of the United States in the Middle East
really has and that is a functioning
nuclearreactor.”

But when asked whether he expected
Israel to actually launch strikes against
Iran within the next eight days, Bolton
was sceptical.

"Idon'tthink so, I'm afraid that they've
lost this opportunity,” he said.

The controversial former envoy to the
United Nations criticized Russia's role in
the development of the plant, saying "the

Russians are, as they often do, playing
both sides against the middle.”

"The idea of being able to stick a
thumb in America's eye always figures
prominentlyin Moscow," he added.

Iran dismissed the possibilities of such
anattack fromits arch foes.

Foreign Minisiry spokesman Ramin
Mehmanparast said Tuesday that "these
threats of attacks had become repetitive
and lost their meaning.”

"According to international law,
installations which have real fuel cannot
be attacked because of the humanitarian
consequences,” he told reporters at a
news conference inTehran.

Iranian officials say Iran has stepped
up defensive measures at the Bushehr
plant to protect it from any attacks.

Iran says to
unveil array
of weapons
next week

AFP, Tehran

Defence Minister Ahmad
Vahidi said yesterday that Iran
will unveil next week an array
of weapons, including mis-
siles, speedboats and a long
range drone, the ISNA news
agencyreported.

Two missiles, Qiam (Rising)
and the third generation Fateh
110 (Conqueror) would be
tested next week when Iran
marks the annual government
week, Vahidi said in reference
to the Iranian week which
starts on Saturday.

Iran will also unveil the

grange drone, Karar, he
said using the nickname of
revered Shia Imam Ali.

On Sunday Iran launches
its annual government week,
which runs until August 30
and is an occasion to show-
case Tehran's achievements.

This file photo taken
on March 13, 2006
shows Britain's
Queen Elizabeth Il
(L) receiving flowers
from waiting school-
children waiving
national flags after
Commonwealth Day
services during a
visit to Sydney.
Australia should
become a republic
when Queen
Elizabeth dies, Prime
Minister Julia Gillard
said yesterday in
comments, which
may revive a long-
running debate just
days ahead of
national polls.
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Australian PM backs republic
after queen's death

AFP, Sydney

Australia should become a republic when
Queen Elizabeth II dies or abdicates,
Prime Minister Julia Gillard said yester-
day, unexpectedly reviving an emotional
debate just days ahead of national polls.

Gillard, whose centre-left Labor Party is
in a tight electoral race against the conserva-
tive opposition, said a new monarch would
be an "appropriate” time for Australia to stop
having a British head of state.

"I believe that this nation should be a
republic. I also believe that this nation has
got a deep affection for Queen Elizabeth,"
theWelsh-born Gillard told reporters.

"What I would like to see as prime
minister is that we work our way through
to an agreement on a model for the
republic, but I think the appropriate time
for this nation to move to being a republic
iswhen we see the monarch change.”

Australians voted against turning the
former colony into a republic in a 1999
referendum, and debate on the issue
remains divisive.

"Obviously I'm hoping for Queen
Elizabeth that she lives a long and happy
life and having watched her mother, 1
think there's every chance that she will
live along and happylife,” Gillard added.

"But I think that's probably the appro-
priate point for a transition to arepublic.”

Opposition Liberal/National Coalition
chief Tony Abbott, a former leader of
Australia’s main pro-monarchist move-
ment, said did not expect any change "at
leastin our lifetimes”.

"While there may very well be further
episodes of republicanism in this country,
I am far from certain that, at least in our
lifetimes, there's likely to be any signifi-
cant change,” he told the National Press
Club in Canberra.

The comments reveal one of the fewareas
of genuine difference between the candi-
dates ahead of Saturday's elections, where
Gillard is leading Abbott by four percentage
points, according to the latest Newspoll.

Australia’s first woman prime minister
is fighting to overcome voter unrest over
her party coup against elected leader

Kevin Rudd seven weeks ago, and avoid a
shock defeat less than three years after
Laborregained office.

Abbott, a religious conservative who
was born in London and is known as the
"Mad Monk" after he once trained for the
Catholic priesthood, has reeled in Labor's
lead by promising to stop illegal immi-
grants and slash government debt.

British convicts arrived in Australia in
1788 and the territory's states united in
1901 -- considered the birth of the nation -
- but it was not until 1986 that Britain
passed an act ending its right to make
laws for the country.

Australia includes Britain's Union Jack
motif on its flag and has a governor-
general who represents and is appointed
by the queen. The countries also share
widespread cultural similarities and
family links.

A January visit by Britain's Prince
William, grandson of the B84-year-old
queen, proved wildly popular with the
public in what some commentators saw
asaboon for pro-royals.

36 killed in
new China
flooding

AP, Beijing

At least 36 people have died
and 23 others are missing in
fresh flooding from torrential
rains in China's Gansu province,
the latest in a string of natural
disasters tostrike China.

The official Xinhua News
Agency reported that the
deaths came Monday from
flooding in Longnan city near
Zhouqu. Zhouqu is where at
least 1,254 people werekilled as
a mudslide triggered by heavy
rain crashed through the city
on Aug. 8. The government says
another 490 people are still
missing from that disaster.

Since Aug. 11, heavy rains have
pelted several counties in
Longnan city, triggering land-
slides, Xinhuasaid. It said thelatest
flooding left 295 people injured
and more than 6,000 homes
collapsed. Flooding has cut off
electricityand damaged roads.

In Zhouqu on Tuesday, work-

ersused bulldozers and cranesto
dig and search for the missing as
rains threatened to hinder res-
cue efforts, Xinhua reported.

Cameron tops
Twitter's list of
political trends

BBC ONLINE

David Cameron has been the
most discussed political
subject among UK Twitter
users during the coalition's
first 100 days, a study sug-
gests.

Tweetminster, which
follows trends on the social
networking site, found there
had been 11,470 tweets
mentioning the Conservative
prime minister.

This was almost twice as
many as the next most popu-
lar subject - war in Iraq and
Afghanistan.

The political fallout from
the BP oil spill in the US was
third.

Following this, the most
frequently discussed politi-
cal subjects were "schools”,
"jobs", "cuts" and "banks".

Mr Cameron's "big soci-
ety” project was mentioned
in 2,716 tweets, putting it in
10th place, while the Labour
leadership contest came

| 29th, with 1,441 tweets.

China's military
has seen secret

expansion
Says US defence dept report

BBC ONLINE

The growth of China's military is shrouded in secrecy which
could give rise to "misunderstanding and miscalculation”, a US
defence departmentreport says.

China hasbeen upgrading its land-based missiles, Expanl:[iuﬁ
its submarine force and nuclear arsenal, the Pentagon's ann
report to Congress said.

It also said that China has extended its military advantage
over Taiwan.

The report confirms US concerns about the rapid growth of
China's military.

China has 1,150 short-range ballistic missiles and an
unknown number of medium-range missiles, the report says.

The billions of dollars in expenditure has been conducted
largely out of the public eye, the report alleges.

"The limited transparency in China's military and security
affairs enhances uncertainty and increases the potential for
misunderstanding and miscalculation,” it says.

Recent commentaries from the Chinese military establish-
ment have complained about large-scale military exercises held
by the US and South Korea.

They have spoken of an alleged policy of US "encirclement”
that threatens China's core interests.

China has also criticised what it sees as unwarranted interfer-

ence by the US in one of those core interests, China's claim to
much of the South China Sea.

US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton recently told a regional sum-
mitinVietnam thatitsupported non-Chinese claimantsto the sea.

The US also recently held a week of visits and training exer-
cises withVietnam.

Washington is also embarking on a new round of exercises
with South Korea which it describes as purely defensive.

Military-to-military contacts between the US and China have

been suspended and China refused to meet US Defence
Secretary Robert Gates.

"It's been ambiguous over the past several months," a senior
defence official told the Associated Press when asked about the
Pentagon's view of its relationship with China.

Farreach

The Pentagon suggests that China's purchases show a grow-
ing militaryreach beyond its borders, and beyond Taiwan.

Japan heat

wave sends
over 30,000
to hospital,
kills 132

AFP, Tokyo

Scorching summer weather in
Japan has led to at least 132
deaths and seen more than
30,000 people rushed to hos-
pital with heatstroke, the
government said yesterday.

The mercury has repeat-
edly topped 37 degrees Celsius
(99 degrees Fahrenheit) in
recent days in central Tokyo
and other locations in Japan,
and the sun continued to
blaze down as the figures were
released.

"Being outside in this heat
wave for a long time is quite
dangerous,” said Yukie Ito, a
Fire and Disaster
Management Agency official
in charge of heat-related
incidents. "We should not
underestimate the heatwave.”

The agency said 31,579
people nationwide were sent
to hospital with heatstroke
between May 31 and August
15, the highest number since
the agency started keeping
figures in 2008. Nearly half of
them were aged 65 or over.

Smog again
creeps Into
Russian
capital

AP, Moscow

Smoke from wildfires around
Moscow has returned to some
parts of the Russian capital
even though fire-fighters have
scored successes in containing
the blazes, officials said yester-
day.

Russia's Emergency
Situations Ministry says its
teams have cut the area cov-
ered by fires around Moscow by
more than a quarter over the
past 24 hours, but 14 forest and
peat bog fires are still burning
east and southeast of the city.

Early Tuesday, large sec-
tions of the capital were again
cloaked by smog, although the
concentration of pollutants
remained far below their peak
levels earlier this month when
smog hung over the city for a
week.

Alexei Popikov of the
Mosecomonitoring watchdog
agency said carbon monoxide
levels in the air remained
within their maximum safe
limit Tuesday, but the amount
of hydrocarbons is twice the
permissible level. He said the
situation is expected to
improve with a wind change
later inthe day.

A heat wave of a level not
seen since records began 130
years ago has sparked thou-
sands of fires in Russia, mostly
in the western part of the
country. Officials said that the
scorching heat and smog have
doubled the number of deaths

recorded in the capital.
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Eligibility
M A CGPA of at least 2.50 or 2nd class at
undergraduate or in economics or in
relevant disciplines from any
reputed University ®
m Acceptable score in the IUB ®
Admission Test or combined
score of 1000 in GRE

Last date for Application:

September 1,2010

Admission Test: Written & ¥iva
Friday, September 3, 2010

at10:00 AM

FORM SALE:

ALL DAYS OF THE WEEK
FROM 10:00 A.M. 8:00 P.M.

Independent University, Bangladesh

17 Years of Progressive Higher Education

Special Features

‘@ _All faculty have Ph.D. Degrees
{Suhscnptmn to online library
§ (Proquest, Emerald, Jstor, Blackwell, EBSCO)
Research oriented degree for students who
will pursue higher education
Teaching Assistantship
15% discount on tuition for [UB Graduates
15% discount on tuition (based on academic
achievement) available at the end of
foundation module
50% discount for siblings or spouses
Payment of fees in installments

Full Time Faculty List

Please Contact:

School of Business

83 Suhrawardy Avenue, Block-K, Baridhara, Dhaka-1212
Tel: 9862386 - 90, 9881917, 9881681, 9884498 Ext: 254
Fax: 880-2-8823959, 8850226 E-mail: info@iub.edu.bd

www.sb.iub.edu.bd




