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Portrait of a patriot

The role of Bangabandhu in igniting our struggle for freedom and independence can never
be marginalized. Bangabandhu's name has remained enshrined and engraved in the
minds of our people as the emancipator and saviour of the Bangalees.The immortal name
of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and the legacy of his extraordinary accomplish-

ments will live through ages.
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ANGABANDHU Sheikh Mujibur

Rahman was born on March 17,

1920 at Tungipara in the then
Faridpur district. Despite the fact that he
was an extraordinary political leader who
had spent more than twelve years in jail
for articulating the legitimate grievances
of his people against the then Pakistani
ruling elite, he became a victim of a brutal
massacre on August 15, 1975. The bullet-
ridden dead body of the Father of the
Nation was most dishonourably buried
by the murderers at Tungipara.

Although our indebtedness to
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman is
immense, his name had been officially
proscribed for almost three decades, with
the exception of those years (1996-2001)
when the Awami League formed the
government under the leadership of
Sheikh Hasina.

Bangabandhu was the saviour of
Bangalees of the then East Pakistan. Yet
his name has become an object of a sys-
tematic vilification and disinformation
campaign for over more than thirty years.
This extraordinarily charismatic leader
became a victim of those reactionary and
mercenary forces who had never
accepted his clarion call for independ-
ence. National documents and school
texts were doctored to delete or distort
Bangabandhu's central role in the emer-
gence of Bangladesh as a nation-state.

For instance, it is alleged by the critics
that Bangabandhu had no plan for having
an independent Bangladesh. According
to them, Bangabandhu had never
declared independence. They also claim
that the creation of Bangladesh was the
direct result of a series of blunders and
wrong decisions made by advisors of the
then dictator Yahya Khan and power
greedy Zulfigar Ali Bhutto.

Some of those critics also floated the
idea that Bangabandhu did not care to
ascertain what was going on in the then
East Pakistan before the Pakistani mili-
tary junta unleashed gruesome genocide
on the night of March 25, 1971. These
motivated critics also maintain that
neither the Awami League nor
Bangabandhu was pivotal in leading our
struggle towards independence. In what
follows, the main intent is to repudiate
such fraudulent claims.

It needs to be underscored that no fair-
minded individual can ever claim that
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
was beyond or above criticism. History
will ultimately cast judgment on
Bangabandhu's life-long struggle and his
accomplishments as a political leader.
Unfortunately, most of the criticism
about the Founder of Bangladesh is noth-
ing but vilification.

The truth of the matter is that the
emergence of Bangladesh as a nation-
state was the direct outcome of our deter-
mination for carving an independent
country out of Pakistan. Bangladesh was
the outcome of Bangalees' willingness to
fight for their freedom and independ-
ence. It is a documented fact that
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
provided the much needed charismatic
leadership for our glorious struggle for
emancipation and independence.

Bangabandhu's name is synonymous
with Bangalees' struggle for independ-
ence. Even a quisling of Ghulam Azam's
stature can hardly question
Bangabandhu's pivotal contribution
towards Bangladesh's independence. The
White Paper on East Pakistan Crisis,
which was prepared by the Pakistani
military regime during Pakistan's geno-
cidal war in 1971, had clearly pinpointed
that Bangabandhu had refused to com-
promise on the six-point program during
the political negotiations in March 1971.
It was also emphasised that
Bangabandhu was in total control of the
non-cooperation movement that was
launched after March 7, 1971.

In his book, The Last Days of United
Pakistan, Dr. G.W. Chowdhury (now
deceased), a die-hard proponent of pre-
1971 Pakistan, verified that Bangabandhu
consistently refused to compromise his
demands for full autonomy based on the
six-point program. Recently published
books written by numerous Pakistani
scholars and civil servants clearly recog-
nised that it was Bangabandhu who had
adamantly refused to compromise his
six-point program after the general elec-
tions of 1970.

In their recently published memoirs,
Abdullah Niazi and Rao Forman Ali vehe-
mently criticised Bangabandhu for his
uncompromising stand on his six-point
program. A host of outstanding British and
American scholars and journalists fully
recognised the pivotal role of
Bangabandhu's charismatic leadership in
Bangladesh's struggle forindependence.

Although some celebrated
Bangladeshi political scientists are very
critical about Bangabandhu's perfor-
mance as the head of the government in
Bangladesh (1972-'75), there is near
unanimity among them about
Bangabandhu's monumental role in
uniting all Bangalees at a critical juncture
of our history for waging and sustaining
an armed liberation struggle.

It is preposterous to claim that
Bangabandhu did not know what was
going on in the then East Pakistan before
and during March 1971. If Bangabandhu
was unaware of the political development
in then eastern province of Pakistan then
who knew what was going on in there
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It seems that these Bangabandhu-
bashers allude to the idea that the Jamaati
leader Ghulam Azam, Pakistan
Democratic Party (PDP) leaders Nurul
Amin, Hamidul Hoque Chowdhury and
Mahmud Ali, and the Muslim League
leaders Khan A. Sabur Khan, Khwaja
Khairuddin and Fazlul Quader
Chowdhury were the real defenders of
Bangalees' legitimate rights in 1971, even
though the entire world knew that those
certified pro-Pakistani quislings had
systematically tormented and persecuted
the Bangalees during our liberation war. It
is unfortunate that many of those anti-

the idea that the restive Bangalees of the
then East Pakistan were waiting for a call
from an unknown major of the Pakistan
army to wage a liberation war. The objec-
tive reality was that the actual fighting for
our liberation had already started in many
places of Bangladesh immediately after
Pakistani military forces started the geno-
cidal attack on our people on the black
night of March 25,1971.

The restive Bengali-speaking people of
then East Pakistan were ready to resist the
Pakistani occupation forces, and they
heard what Bangabandhu had to say in
his historic speech on the tumultuous
seventh day of March in 1971: "The strug-
gle this time is the struggle for our eman-
cipation. The struggle this time is the
struggle for our independence.” Indeed,
Bangladesh's struggle for freedom and
independence was in the making for a
long time.

The emergence of Bangladesh on
December 16, 1971 was the culmination
of a long struggle of our people. The mali-
cious propaganda against Bangabandhu

toral mandate in the general elections in
1970 from an extraordinary majority of
Bangalees ofthe then East Pakistan.

In fact, after December 1970 general
elections, especially after March 1, 1971,
Bangabandhu had undeniably symbol-
ised the entire Bangalee population of the
then eastern wing of Pakistan even
though he was the President of the Awami
League. Although ourliberation warwasa
people's war by any definition, the Awami
League led our Muktijuddha. It was the
top Awami League leadership which had
legitimately formed the Bangladesh
government-in-exile.

Our liberation war was fought in
Bangabandhu's name. In the absence of
Bangabandhu during our liberation war,
it was Tajuddin Ahmed, the dynamic
prime minister of the Bangladesh govern-
ment-in-exile, who had successfully led
our Muktijuddha. It was Bangabandhu's
inspiration and Tajuddin Ahmed's com-
petent leadership that led us to our deci-
sive victory over the brutish Pakistani
forces on December 16, 1971. These are
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Bangabandhu with family.

liberation forces claim that the collabora-
tors of the Pakistani regime were the true
patriots of Bangladesh!

In view of this, no pro-Jamaati ele-
ments of Bangladesh, or Pakistani collab-
orators or sympathisers of Pakistani war
criminals, are in a credible position to
verify who had supported or fought for
our liberation. Or for that matter, the
admirers of military dictators or the
supporters of the Jamaat or other rightist
parties are not the credible persons to
attest to the role of the Awami League or
Bangabandhu in the emergence of
Bangladesh as an independent nation.

The struggle for our freedom did not
start all of a sudden on the black night of
March 25, 1971. Itis totally false to allude to

and the selective distortions of our politi-
cal history are at sharp variance with most
of the universally accepted facts.
Bangabandhu is not only part and parcel
of our political history but was also the
maker of that glorious and robust history.
It was the dynamic and charismatic
leadership of Bangabandhu that led us
through the historic six-point movement
in 1966. By mid-1960s, it was crystal clear
to the Bengali-speaking people of the
then Pakistan that the Awami League and
its leader Sheikh Mujibur Rahman were
the true instruments and expressions of
articulating their genuine demands and
grievances. It was the Awami League
under the inspiring leadership of
Bangabandhu that had earned the elec-

independently wverified and fully wvali-
dated historical facts.

No amount of distortions can change
the fundamental fact that it was
Bangabandhu who had first formally
declared independence for Bangladesh
on March 26 (immediately after midnight
of March 25, 1971). The original
Constitution of the Republic and all other
relevant documents have affirmed that
Declaration of Independence. Doubtless,
there were very capable leaders in the
caliber of Tajuddin Ahmed and Dr. Kamal
Hossain in the then Awami League. There
were many dedicated political leaders in
the Awami League both before and during
our liberation war. Yet it was
Bangabandhu who was the unifier of all

Bangalees of the then East Pakistan in
1971. It was Bangandhu alone who was
the sole spokesman of the entire Bangalee
people of the then East Pakistan. It was
Bangabandhu's inspiring speech of
March 7, 1971 speech that lit the torch of
freedom for his people from the subjuga-
tion of the oppressive and repressive
occupation forces of Pakistan.

The coup d-etat of August 15, 1975, in
which Bangabandhu was brutally mur-
dered and his elected government over-
thrown along, with the subsequent politi-
cal developments in Bangladesh were not
as surprising as they seemed to the out-
side world. The assassination of the
Father of the Nation along with his family
members was one of the cruelest political
murders in human history. This ghastly
killing and its aftermath, littered with
illegal seizures of state powers through
coups, blackmails, and counter-coups,
have been characterised by some observ-
ers of Bangladesh politics as the direct
result of the manner in which politics and
administration of the new nation were
managed.

There is no doubt that the perceived
failure of his leadership in the post-
liberation period can be linked to numer-
ous causal factors. We are often allured to
the idea that Bangabandhu "lost out’
partly because the situation in the early
years of independent Bangladesh was so
desperate but mainly because he failed to
translate his charisma and tremendous
popularity into an efficient and effective
government.

Yet if we look back, it is fair to suggest
that Bangabandhu's accomplishments as
the head of the government of a newly
established country were of monumental
proportions. Despite the seething criti-
cisms of his elected regime of only three
and a half years, Bangabandhu has
remained synonymous with Bangalees'
relentless struggle for freedom and inde-
pendence.

Aimed at banishing the Founding
Father from the pages of our history and
the memories of our people, deliberate
attempts were made by various regimes
(Mustaque-Zia-Ershad-Khaleda) during
the post-1975 era. Yet Bangabandhu's
pivotal role in the emergence of
Bangladesh as a sovereign nation-state
couldn't be washed away from the memo-
ries of his people.

Notwithstanding the alleged misman-
agement of the economy and administra-
tive machinery in early years of our inde-
pendence, the role of Bangabandhu in
igniting our struggle for freedom and
independence can never be marginalized.
Bangabandhu's name has remained
enshrined and engraved in the minds of
our people as the emancipator and saviour
of the Bangalees. The immortal name of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
and the legacy of his extraordinary accom-
plishments will live through ages.

Dr. M. Waheeduzzaman (Manik) writes from the city of
Clarksville, Tennessee, USA where he is a Professor and
the Chair of the Department of Public Management and
Criminal Justice at Austin Peay State University. E-mail:
zamanw(@apsu.edu

Remembering August 15, 1975

Now that this day of mourning has once more traversed its annual course, people need to be
united to subdue the evil forces of darkness that caused this bloodbath. Those who are
responsible for the crime and those who are the beneficiaries are to be brought to book. Our
posterity needs to learn the truth about the killings.

MUHAMMAD ABDUL HAI

ARKNESS settled in seemingly

with a promise to facilitate a

peaceful slumber for the city
dwellers after a hot day's tiring work.
There was nothing uncanny in the bear-
ing of the night, except that it was com-
pletely oblivious of what Cassius and a
few villains were conspiring to execute
under cover of the night's darkness.
These villains committed the gravest
ever crime that people will always
remember with hatred and acute ache in
their hearts. An indelible smear dese-
crated the otherwise laudable history of
Bangladesh.

The serenity of the night was shat-
tered by the boot-steps of the shadows of
uniformed personnel, climbing up the
stairs in our building in Sukrabad, just a
few minutes' walk from Sheikh Mujib’s
residence, across Mirpur Road. I gath-
ered the courage to crane my neck
through one of the open windows, only
to be rebuffed by a soldier, growling at
me, to be quiet and to get back to sleep.
Tension bristled across the room, and
anxiety paled the faces of other mem-
bers of my family. Muffled whispers
ensued, and in spite of me being
extremely worried, [ had to pacify others
inside the room, by saying that it was
nothing important. I advised them to
retire to their respective beds, but kept
my ears alert for sensing any untoward
noise. Before long, war noises started to

pound our hearts, which drove me to the
end of my wits. It took a few moments
before I could regain my composure.
Immediately everyone in the house was
asked to prostrate on the floor to avoid
any bullet hitting us.

Sporadic reports of the guns and
tanks kept the anxiety mounting in
every mind, and a refreshing sleep was
denied. We were still in the dark about
what was happening in Sheikh Mujib's
residence, on the other side of the road.
People in the houses around were all
awake but none dared to go out to find
out what was happening. The tiring,
sleepless night was finally over and the
remorseful morning dawned to expose
the unthinkable crime that had been
committed in the sanctified land of
Bangladesh. As the armed shadows,
guarding on the rooftop, vanished into
nothing, curiosity overtook me. [ just
cantered along the alley to reach an
under-construction building. Reaching
the top floor offered me an uninter-
rupted view along Mirpur Road from
beyond Kalabagan to Asadgate.
Completely deserted, the road was burn-
ing in the scorching heat of the sun. A car
was left abandoned near Sobhanbag
mosque, with four of its doors flung open
and two human hands drooping on one
side of the car, which gave me to under-
stand that a dead body was lying inside.
The tanks and artillery were placed
somewhere on Manik Mia Avenue. Every

few minutes an army jeep chased shad-
ows along the road to apprehend the
fugitive who, they might have thought,
could appear from nowhere to resist
their crime.

As [ gathered later, guns and tanks
were stationed in some strategic places to
deter people from coming together to
protest the dubious activities of the uni-
formed people. The streets remained
deserted and Dhaka University, which
was waiting to welcome the undisputed
leader of Bangladesh to its convocation,
was made off limits for the public by the
heavy armed wvehicles of the defense
forces. People remained indoors,
extremely anxious to hear what had
happened in the darkness of the night.
Speculations and rumours were a mur-
derous presence in every nook and
cranny. Nothing was authentic, and an
unbearable uncertainly pervaded every
mind.

It was close to nine in the morning
when the perpetrators made their sinis-
ter act known to the public through a
radio announcement, sending thou-
sands across the country into shedding
tears hysterically. The heartbreaking
news was initially rejected by many as a
kind of concoction of some ill-motivated
uniformed personnel, but soon the truth
dawned on all that the great leader was
no longer alive. My old mother wept
profusely. [ tried to console her, but
between sobs she uttered, “Why do they

have to kill him?"” This incident occurred
at a time when 1 was a first year student
of Dhaka University. It affected me so
much that the hatred that gathered in my
mind has never ceased to curse the
killers. The solemn prayer of my mother
for the salvation of the great leader's soul
still rings in my ears. My mother,
although she did not understand much
of politics, had a tremendous affection
for Sheikh Mujib. Her prayers for the
fallen hero will never go unrewarded.
August 15, 1975 has taken our leader to
his peaceful abode in heaven, it has also
inscribed his name in letters of gold in
millions of hearts which will never be
erased.

Now that this day of mourning has
once more traversed its annual course,
people need to be united to subdue the
evil forces of darkness that caused this
bloodbath. Those who are responsible
for the crime and those who are the
beneficiaries are to be brought to book.
Our posterity needs to learn the truth
about the killings. We must also tell our
children how the anti-liberation forces,
under the cover of religion, have been
distorting the facts about our great
leader, and poisoning their innocent
minds with fabricated stories about him.
It is for the sake of truth that
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman's unselfish devotion to the
people and the country should be pro-
jected, with all honesty and sincerity. It
is for the betterment of the nation that
all perpetrators of the crime of his
assassination be brought to face justice.
Only then can we expect to develop a
prosperous Bangladesh, free from all
sorts of injustice.

Muhammad Abdul Hai is Prncipal, ABC Intemational
School, Marayanganj.



