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Tawfig-e-Elahi tbunﬂhr;, BB, PhD
Adviser to the Hon'ble Prime Mimister
Govi. of the People's Republic of Bangladesh

As we mourn the irreparable loss of the Father of the Nation, Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, we remember him with gratitude for one of the
many gifts that he had bequeathed in the treasure chest for us. In the
backdrop of the first o1l crisis in 1973 that sent the global economy on a
tailspin, Bangabandhu outsmarted the o1l titan Shell and struck the deal for
the purchase of the five gas fields of Bangladesh for 4.5 million sterling
pounds on Aungust 9, 1975. These fields’ total estimated reserve is over 13.3
TCF which, valued at today's price, is worth US$ 23.54 billions (tk 164804
crores)! After having used for three and a half decades, these ficlds still
contain an estimated reserve of 6.81 TCF of gas. The cheap domestic gas that
we speak of today, not many are aware, 15 because Bangabandhu had the
vision to make the deal for us.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina is leading the nation emulating the strategic
vision of Bangabandhu in moving the country up among the ranks of middle-
income countrics ensuring energy security for Bangladesh. A phased program
has been rolled out for increasing our fossil fuel reserves, developing and
deploying them for the best interests of the country, in particular, of the poor.
Introduction of fuel mix, exploitation of renewable energy, nuclear energy,
fuel efficiency and energy conservation are also integral part of that program.
We also hope to establish meaningful energy cooperation among the
neighboring countries.

Today, a grateful nation remembers the Father of the nation with deep

humility. g{_)\ M |

Dr.Tawfig-e-Elahi Chowdhury, Bir Bikram
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