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FAULT AT COOLING TOWER

Our CORRESPONDENT,
Brahmanbaria

Production at Ashuganj
Fertiliser and Chemical
Company Limited (AFCCL)
came to a halt due to a
mechanical fault in cooling
tower yesterday afternoon.
According to AFCCL office
sources, due to malfunction-
ing of the cooling tower for the
last few days, the level of its
temperature was fluctuating
frequently. As a result, the

units became overheated
decreasing the urea produc-
tion at the factory.

The factory's production
came down to 1214 metric
tonnes (MT) from 1350 MT
and consequently the authori-
ties stopped running the
factory to repair the faults,
said an official.

The engineers and techni-
cians at the factory are work-

ing round the clock to repair
the faults, he said.

Production at Ashuganj
fertiliser comes to halt

Sources said it will take at
least seven days for the engi-
neers of the factory to repair

the fault as they will have to
clean all the tubes and shells of

the cooling units besides
repairing the heater and mal-
functioning tubes.
Contacted, Md Osman
Gani, managing director (MD)
of AFCCL, said they have
stopped the functioning of the
factoryto repair the faults.
"The engineers and techni-

cians of the factory are working
round the clock. Production is
likely to resume on or before
August11,” hesaid.

The MD also said that
boiler tubes and heater cells of
the factory often become
blocked with silica and mud of
Meghna River as the turbidity
of the water of the river
increased sharply.

This results in overheating
of tubes and pipes of the
boiler, he added.
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Fertiliser dealers in Bogra stop taking delivery of Chinese urea from government warehouse, claim-
ing that the fertiliser imported 10 years ago has lost its quality. Photo shows damaged urea lyingina
godown of a dealer in Borogola area of the district town.

Bogra dealers stop taking
delivery of fertiliser

STAFF CORRESPONDENT,
Bogra

The fertiliser dealers in
Bogra have stopped taking
delivery of fine granule urea
fertiliser alongside Chinese
urea imported about 10
years ago.

Bangladesh Chemical
Industries Corporation
(BCIC) Regional Manager
(RM) Anis Uddin said they
are holding talks with the
leaders of Bogra district unit
of Bangladesh Fertiliser
Association (BFA) to resolve
the matter.

BFA Bogra unit General
Secretary Alamgir Hossain
said the BCIC authorities
have assured them of sup-

plying new fertiliser instead
of old one and coarse gran-
ule fertiliser instead of fine
one from Bogra godown.

He said godown in
charge Jasim Uddin has
directed 160 dealers of the
BFA to take delivery of 7296
bags of damaged Chinese
fertiliser. They have also
been directed to take deliv-
ery of 6233 bags of fine
granule fertiliser from the
godown.

Contacted, BCIC
Regional Manager Anis
Uddin said there is a stock of
16,000 tonnes of urea at
Bogra godown and the deal-
ers have been given alloca-
tion as per government rule.

Asked about the BFA
leader's allegation of com-
pelling the dealers to take
Chinese and fine granule
fertilisers, he declined to
comment.

He, however, said ferti-
liser supply from Bogra
godown has remained
stopped since Thursday due
to a conflict between BCIC
and BFA over allocation of
old and fine granule fertilis-
ers to the dealers

Alamgir Hossain claimed
that the Chinese fertiliser,
imported in 2001, has lost its
quality. He said there is no
demand also for fine granule
fertiliser in Bogra region.

DAE official
arrested for

making fake
fertiliser

STAFF CORRESPONDENT,
Rajshahi

Detective Branch (DB) police
on Wednesday arrested
Bagmara upazila agriculture
officer Sheikh Muhammad
Alamgir on charges of adulter-
ating fertiliser and cheating.

Alamgir, upazila chief of
Department of Agriculture
Extension, was picked up from
his residence in the city's posh
Upashahar area, said sub
inspector Babul Akhtar of the
DB.

He said Alamgir was
arrested hours after Abdul
Karim, a farmer of Kasba
village in the upazila lodged a
complaint with Bagmara
police charging him of cheat-
ing.

In his case, Karim alleged
that Alamgir took Tk 77,500
from him promising to give
fertilisers at a lower rate but
later he gobbled up the
money.

Harun-ur Rashid, officer-
in-charge of Bagmara police
station said Alamgir is also an
accused in a case for adulter-
ating fertiliser. He obtained
bail in the case but the bail
period was over, the OC said.

Earlier, the government last
month suspended the district
DAE deputy director Md
Mohsin Ali Mia and Bagmara
DAE officer Alamgir over
allegations of adulterating
fertiliser.

Bagmara police on July 9
raided the warehouses of
fertiliser trader Abdus Salam
Mondol at Taherpur and
seized at least 537 sacks of
adulterated fertiliser and
equipment used for adultera-
tion.

Police had also arrested
three people including DAE
employee Ataur Rahman in
this connection.

Ataur disclosed to police
that a few DAE staff were
involved in making fake ferti-
liser in the district.
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Indigenous people bring out a procession in Rajshahi city yesterday on the occasion of the International Day of the World's

Indigenous People tomorrow.

Two women killed, another commits
'suicide’: Man to die for killing wite

STAR NATIONAL DESK

Two women have been mur-
dered while another allegedly
committed suicide in Satkhira,
Kusthia and Sylhet.

Besides, a court sentenced
a man to death for killing his
wife for dowryin Netrakona.

In Satkhira, a housewife was
slaughtered allegedly by her
husband at village Sreekalash
in Assassuni upazila on Friday
allegedly for dowry, reports our
correspondent.

Police arrested Sirajul
Islam, the husband of victim
Salma Khatun, 24, soon after
the incident.

Quoting locals police said
Salma, daughter of Abdul
Hamid Sardar of village
Kadakati in Assassuni upazila
was married to Sirajul Islam, son
of Abdul Gani Sardar of village
Sreekalash about 4 yearsago.

At the time of wedding
Sirajul took Tk. 20,000 as
dowry from Salma's parents,
police said. But Sirajul used to
beat Salma on and often for
more dowry.

Unable to bear it anymore,
Salma filed a case with the
women and children repression
prevention court against Sirajul
ayear ago, court sources said.

However, after a peaceful
settlement, Sirajul Islam
brought his wife back home
from her parent's house in
April. Recently he again started
to torture her for dowry, the
victim's family sources said.

On August 6 afternoon,
Sirajul took Salma to a lonely
place near a pond and slaugh-
tered her with sharp weapons.

Police later recovered the
body and sent it to Satkhira
hospital for postmortem.

In Kushtia, criminals
slaughtered a divorcee at
Jhoudia village in Daulatpur
upazila early Monday.

The dead was identified as
Sahara Khatun, 32, daughter of
late Azimuddin of the village,
reports our correspondent.

Police said Sahara, mother
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Sector Commanders' Forum forms a human chain on Noakhali Town Hall premises demanding speedy trial of war criminals, right, people under the banner of " Amra
Muktijoddhar Santan” burn an effigy of a war criminal in Barisal city yesterday.

BCL men assault principal

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Patuakhali

BCL cadres at Mirjaganj Degree College physi-
cally assaulted the principal and three other
teachers on the campus yesterday.

Police and college sources said, at about
group of BCL cadres started leveling the
playground of the college with the help of sand
without any permission of the college authori-
ties. At this, Krishnapada Mondol, principal
asked them to stop the work. But the cadres
continued the work ignoring the principal's
order. When the principal rebuked them the
cadres physically assaulted him. At one stage the
principal tried to save himself by taking shelter
in his room but the cadres attacked theroom and
damaged doors, windows and other furniture.

Three other teachers were also assaulted as
they tried to resist the cadres. The teachers are
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Moshiul Ajmal, Golam Kibria and Rashik Lal Das.

Finding no alternative the college authorities
informed police and a team from Mirjaganj police
station rushed to the spot and brought the situation
under control. To avoid any further untoward situa-
tionauthoritiesalso closed the collegeon theday.

Contacted, Krishnapada Mondol, said that
students were putting sand on the college field.
Nobody should do that on the campus without
prior permission fromus, he added.

Abu Bakor, president of upazila BCL, also
vice president of the upazila parishad, said they
were leveling the field as they planned to organ-
ise a football tournament there. But it turned
into a misunderstanding between us and the
principal, he added.

Meanwhile, police picked up Sarwar, a BCL
cadre at about 2pm from in front of the college
on charge ofhis involvement in this connection.

Shibir leader at
CU stabbed

UNB, Chittagong

Criminals stabbed an Islami
Chhatra Shibir leader of
Chittagong University on the
campus on Friday night leav-
ing him critically injured.

The victim was identified
as Abdullah-al-Mamun, a
fourth year student of philoso-
phy department and also
general secretary of
Suhrawardy Hall Shibir unit.

Sources said a gang

chopped Mamun indiscrimi-
nately at about 10pm in front
of CUCSU Bhaban when he
was walking alone in the
area.

He was first admitted to
Chittagong Medical College
and Hospital and later shifted
to a private clinic for fear of
furtherattack.

Shibir leaders of the
university blamed Chhatra
League (BCL) activists for
the attack.

of a three-year-old boy, was
sleeping ather parent's house.

The criminals entered the
room breaking open the win-
dow at about 1:00 am and
slaughtered Sahara Khatun
with sharp weapon.

In Sylhet, a mother of two
allegedly committed suicide
by hanging herself at Kalaiyra
village in Bianibazar upazila
on Thursday, reports UNB.

The deceased was identi-
fied as Shefali Begum, 29, wife
of expatriate Parvez Ahmed of

the village.

Locals said Shefali committed
suicide following a quarrel with
herin-lawsatabout 1.30pm.

Meanwhile, Netrakona

Additional District and

Sessions Judge Ekramul Haque
Chowdhury on Wednesday
sentenced one person to death
forkilling wife.

Convict Abul Kalam, 35,isa
resident of village Digjan
under Sadar upazila, reports
our correspondent.

According to prosecution,

on April 25 night in 2002,
Kalam strangulated his wife
Ambia Khatun, 25, for dowry.
Hossen Ali, eldest brother
of Ambia of village Mulgaw
under Kalmakanda uparzila
filed a murder case with Sadar
police station accusing three
peopleincluding Abul Kalam.
The Judge after examining

the witnesses and evidence
found Kalam guilty and sen-
tenced him to death. Two other
accused, Salam and Helal, were
acquitted of charges.
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Chief Justice Mohammad Fazlul Karim speaking at a seminar organised by the Law Commission at

the auditorium of Chittagong Chamber of Commerce yesterday.
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