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SERIOUS EROSION BY TEESTA IN NILPHAMARI

Victims blame construction of
groynes in India, WDB 'unaware'

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Nilphamari

Erosion by Teesta River has
taken a serious turn in Dimla
upazila, rendering over 400
families homeless and wash-
ing away large areas of culti-
vable lands, trees, and struc-
tures during the last ten
days.

Locals said the situation
has arisen as Indian author-
ities are constructing
groynes in the river on the
other side of the border,
causing the Teesta water to
seriously hit the down-
stream char (newly
emerged landmass) areas in
Bangladesh territory.

Executive Engineer of

Bangladesh Water
Development Board at Dalia
Division Zahurul Islam,
however, said he is unaware
about construction of
groynes by India.

"Char Bhasani in Teesta
basin under ward number
three of my union went into
the riverbed last week. One
fourth of Purbo Kharibari of
ward number six has also
been washed away," said
Rabiul Islam Shahin, chair-
man of Tepa Kharibari union
of Dimla upazila.

About 300 families from
Bhasanir Char and Purbo
Kharibari have shifted to
safer places while 400 acres
of land with jute, aman

paddy and peanut along
with a NGO run primary
school and a mosque of
Bhasanir Char and 150 acres
of croplands at Purbo
Kharibari have been washed
away, he said.

"A part of three kilometre
long Swapan dam connect-
ing Teesta right embank-
ment with Purbo Kharibari
has been damaged. I asked
Bangladesh Water
Development Board author-
ity at Dalia for repairing the
dam but they are yet to
respond,” the UP chairman
said.

Facing erosion, about
100 families of Kisamater
Char under Khaga

Kharibari union have
shifted to safer places,
chairman of Khaga
Kharibari union Belayet
Hossain said, adding that
groynes in Indian territory
are causing disaster to the
char areas in the Teesta
basin on Bangladesh
lands.

India has constructed a
groyne on the other side of
the border at Santalpara
village in its territory only
five hundred metres north-
west from Bangladesh Rifles
outpost at Char Kharibari in
Dimla upazila, said Shahidul
Islam, an erosion victim
from Bhasanir Char.

Now big sized boulders

PHOTO: STAR
Erosion by the Teesta continues to devour a char in Tepa Kharibari Union under Dimla upazila of Nilphamari district, right, people of Char Bhasani that has already gone
into the river have taken shelter on a dam.

are thrown around the
groyne, causing upstream
water to turn to Bangladesh
lands on the Teesta basin, he
said.

When contacted, the
executive engineer of
BWDEBE at Dalia Division
Zahurul Islam said, "I am
unaware about construc-
tion of groynes by India. I
have sent message to the
higher authorities to start
repair work of the damaged
part of Swapan dam very
soon.”

Dimla Upazila Nirbahi
Officer Mizanur Rahman
said they are distributing
money and rice to the ero-
sion victims.

2 more outlaws held

in cop killing case

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Pabna

Two more operatives of Purbo
Banglar Communist Party
(PBCP- red flag) were arrested at
Ashulia in Dhaka on Friday
night in connection with the
killing of three policemen in
Bera upazila of Pabna on July 20.

The arrestees are Md Akkas
Sardar, 55, Kasalia village, and
Nizam Fakir, 50, of
Rajdhardiar village in
Dhalarchar of Bera upazila.
With the two, the number of
arrestees in connection with
the killing nowstands at nine.

On intelligence report, law
enforcers raided an area In
Ashulia ataround 10:00pm and
arrested outlaws Akkas and
Nizam. Sheikh Zillur Rahman,
officer-in-charge (OC) of
Pabna Police Station, said the
two took shelter at Ashulia after
the killing of the cops.

Pabna Palice
Superintendent (SP) Jamil
Ahmed quoted intelligence
report as saying that some
outlaws held a meeting at
the house of Akkas Sadar at
Kasalia village just before
the armed attack on three
policemen,

Sub-Inspector Md Kafil
Uddin, Nayek Abdul Wahed
and constable Shafique of
Dhalarchar police camp were

shot dead by underground
operatives at Daspara under
Bera upazila of Pabna district
on July 20.

On Thursday last, Pabna
and Rajbari police in a joint
drive arrested PBCP regional
leader Nuru Mondol, 55, at
Char Mukuri village in Pabna
and Rajbabriborder area.

Sub-inspector Abul
Kalam Azad, also the inves-
tigation officer (I0) of the
case, produced Nuru
Mondol in Pabna Chief
Judicial Magistrate's Court
yesterday, seeking a seven-

day remand. The court
granted three days' remand.
Immediately after killing,
police arrested six outlaws in
Pabna and Rajbari districts
and at Savar in Dhaka district.
They are Md Nader Pramanik,
Md Wazed Ali, Md Abdur
Rahim, Md. Tajul Islam, Md.
Sayem Uddin and Ayub Ali. Of
them, Ayub Ali confessed to
his involvement in the killing.
Police Superintendent (SP)
Jamil Ahmed said the law
enforcers are continuing drive
to arrest the other persons
involved in the killing.
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Nuru Mondol, a regional leader of outlawed PBCP, was arrested in
connection with Pabna cops killing case at Char Mukuri on Pabna-

Rajbari border on Thursday.

4 girls rescued, one held

A CORRESPONDENT,
Gopalganj

Police rescued four girls and
arrested an alleged trafficker
from Sitkibari village under
Rajoir upazila of the district
earlyWednesday.

The rescued girls are --
Swarnali Bal, daughter of
Bakul Bal, Dulali Bal, daughter
of Bhasharam Bal, Shibani Bal,
daughter of Goura Bal and

Sweety Bal, daughter of
Nidhan Bal. All of them hail
from Krishnapur village under
Sadarupazila of the district.

Police later arrested Lima
Bal, 25, wife of Pankaj Bal of
the same village on charge of
trafficking.

Local sources said on
Tuesday evening, Lima took
the four girls to one of her
relative’s house at Sitkibari
village promising them good

jobsin Dhaka.

On information, at around
1:00am on Wednesday, police
along with the chairman of
Boultali union raided the
house of Promoth Biswas at
Sitkibari village and rescued
the girls.

Police are looking for the
ring leader of the syndicate,
said Borhar Uddin, officer-in-
charge of Sadar police station.
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